THE DAILY CO008 BAY TIMES, MARSHFIELD, OREGON, SATURDAY,

’

1

Continued from Friday.)

e e w Tane guw
e but her grave. 1 wish she might
pd. You'd have been a great
to her, and she got very lit-
piness for hor portlon uny Way
kat It. We were only just mar-
when the war came, and I was
pur years, Then there was about
years when we were getting oo
- We bad mopey put by and
our own home, Cuan you re-
it, Dannle, the old brick place
corner across from the postof-
4 new Methodist church stands
ow,' It was sold to get money
yer when the big trouble
ard, when everything wne
must have found It very
pake a living for herself and

1" sald Dan gently. “But
aged somehow to keep & roof
heads,” *
the law sets out to punish It
hp with the gullty ouly. When
p her grave and saw there
are growing on it and that
ing cared for it told me what
. Bhe was a very brave wo-
hnle, You know that was an
about Bharp."
Lyt med toward him qulekly,

hy do you speak of It? It's all
t now."”
1 sort of like to tell you about it.”
was a long pause, and he con-

i

10 .

p and I had been enemles for
time. Tt started back before the
mr, when he wanted to marry your
sther, We both enlisted In the same
dment, and somehow the trouble
ht allve. He was a bit of a bully,
was counted a handy man with
fsts too. The regiment was al-
i teying to get us Into the ring to-
sr, but we knew It waa danger-
) We had sense enough for that, 1
on't say be would have done 1t, but 1
felt wufe when there wus o fight
i all those four yenrs. IU's easy
inough to shioot the man In front of
ou sind no one be the wiser, Muny o
‘geore's been settled that way, When
ot home agaln we didn't get along
ytter. He was o drinking man
'™ no control over himself when
the best of him, I did my
peping the feud alive, What
me and what I said of Ll
~y reached Loth of us in time,
Jan fancy.

t, when I jolned the chureh,
1ded 1t wasu't right to bate a
h way 1 hated Bhurp, for, you
| never really done anything to

day I stopped In at the smithy
# blacksmith—to bhave a talk
and see If we couldn't pateh
omehow and be friends, It was
Farday afternoon, and ha'd been
log more than was good for him.
hadn’t Lardly got the flrst words
shen he came at me with o big
(o his band, all In o rage and
g he'd bave my life, 1 pushed
¥ and started for the door. 1 saw
no use to try to reason with
ut he enme nt me agaln, and this
p struck me with his sledge. It
g ho - harm, though it burt, and 1
shed him out of my way und backed
A toward the door. The lock was
" Baught, and before I could open it he
Was within striking distance agaln
ad T had to turn to defend wmyself. |
matehed up a bar of Iron perhiaps u
pot long. I bhad kept my temper down
antil then, but the moment I had a
papon In my hand It got clean nway
from me, and In an Instant T wos figlit-
ng—just as he was fighting—to kL™
WMioger Oukley had told the story of
o murder In a hard, emotionless
blee, but Dan saw fn the half lght
Wiat his face waa pale and drawn.
ban found It difficult to associnte the
hought of violence with the mau at
" Wils glde, whoso whole manner spoke of
n unusual restralot and gontrol. That
@ had killed a man, even In self de
fense, seemed preposterous and Incon-
celvable,
There was a part of the story lloger
- 10akloy could not tell and which bis
Spon had no deslra to hear,
“People sald afterward that 1'd gone
thore purposely to pick a quarrel with
~ Sharp, and his helper, who, It seems,
~ wad In the yard back of the smithy
| metting a wagon tive, swore he saw me
through a window as I enterad and
that I struck the first blow, He may
. bave seen ouly the end of It and really
‘belleved I did begin It but thit's o
~sample of how things got twisted. No-
 body belleved my motlve wis what |
" it was, The jury found me gullty
~ of murder, and the judge gave wme o
life sentence. A good deal of & fuss
was made over what [ did at the fire
~ last winter. Iart told me he'd sent
: you the papers.”
v Dan nodded, and hils father contin.

Mgomo ladies who were Interested In
nigston work ot the prison took the
patter up and got me my pardon, It's
fearful and s wicked thing for a
to lose his temiper, Dannle. At
t I waa bitter agiinst every ohe
ho had a band o sending me to
son, but I've put that all from wy

It was right I should be pun-
-

rose from bis chalr, striking the
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"Alu't It very Inte, Dannle? I'll fust
! put awny my things, and then we cup
go to bind. 1 didn't mean to keep you
up,"
‘ Onkley wntched his precise and or-
| derly arrnngement of his few helong-
| Ings. He could see that It was a part
of the prison diseipline under which he
had lived for almost n quarter of »
'\1.'e:;tur_\'. When the contents of his

bundle were disposed of to hls satls-

faction he put oun a pair of steel
‘rinmwd spectacles with large, round
'glusses and took up a well thumbed
Bible, which he had placed ot one slde,
‘ “1 hope you haven't forgotten this
book, Dannle,* tapping it sortly with a

heavy foreflnger.

OHADPTER VI,
OGER OAKLEY went to work
in the cur shops the day follow-
Ing bis wrrival in Antioch,

Dan sought to dissuade him,
put be was stubbornness Itself, and
the latter realized that the only thing
lo do was to let him alone and not
ek to comtrol hilm.

After all, If he would be happler at
work, It was no one's affalr but his
oW

It never occurred to the old convict
that pride might have to do with the
stand Dan teok In the matter,

He was wonderfully gentle and af-
fectionate, with a qualnt, unworldly
simplicity that was rather pathetie.
I8 one anxlety was to please Dan, but
in spite of this anxlety once a convie-
tion took possession of him he clung to
it with unshnken tenacity in the face
of every argument his son could bring
to bear,

Under the Inspiration of his newly
acquired freedom he developed In un-
expected ways. As soon as he felt that
his place In the shops was secure and
that he was not to be Interfered with
e joined the church, Its services oe-
cupled most of lis spare thme, Every
Thuraday nlght found him at prayer
meeting, Twice each Sunday he went
to church, and by missing his dinner
Le managed to take part In the Bunday
sohiool exerclses, A moclal threw hilm
lnto a futter of pleased expectancy.
Not eontent with what his church of-
fered, Irrespective of creed, he joined
every soclety In the place of n religlous
or tempernnce nature and wis a zeal-
ous and actlve workeg nmong such of
the heanthen as flourished in Antloch.
There was & stern Old Testament fla-
vor to his falth, He would bave drag-
ged the erring from thelr peril by maln
strength and have regulnted thelr mor-
als by legal ennctments, Those of the
men with whom he came In contact in
the shops treated him with the utmost
respect partly on his own account nnd
partly because of Dan.

Hulf of all he enrned he gave to the
chureh, The remalnder of his slender
jncome he divided agaln Into two equal
purts. One of these lLe used for hls
personal needs, the other disappeared
wysteriously, He was putting It by
for Dannle,

It was o disappointment to him that
his son took ouly the most casual In-
terost In religlous matters, He com-
forted himself, however, with the re-
membrance that at his age bis own ln-
terest had been wmerely traditional. It
was only after his great trouble that
the awakenlng came. He was qulte
certain Dannle would experlence this
awakeulng, too, some doy,

It was o hot, breathless morning In
Muy. The machinery In the shops
droned on and on, with the lazy, sort-
ened hum of revolving wheels or the
swish of swiftly passing belts. A
freight was cutting out cars In the
yurds. It was rather nolsy and bump-
o discordantly in and out of the ald-
lugs.

Dan Oakley was the sole tenant of

wandered {n from the hot out of doors
to tnlk over certain repairs he wished
o lertaken In the shops, He wnas o
tyileal Amerlean mechanie, and Oak-
vy Hked him, ss he always lked the
man who knew his business and earned
his pay.

They discussed the repalrs, and then
Oulkley nskod, “How's my father get-
ting along, Mt

“Oh, ull right!
that's all.”

“What's he on now "

“Those blue line cars that came in
last month."

“There {sn't much in that batch. 1
had to figure close to get the work.
Keop the men moving."

“They are about done, I'll put the
paluters on the job tomorrow,”

“That's good.”

MeClintock went over to the water
cooler lu the corner und flled A stom-
letws tumbler with lce water.

“We'll bo ready to send them up to
Ruckhorn the last of next week., 1Is
there anything else in sight

‘e gulped down the water st a sin-
| gle swillow,

“No, not at present, but there are
one or two pretty fair onders coming
| In next month that I was lucky engugh
to plek up lu Chicago. Isn't there auy
{work of onr own we can go at while
things are slack ¥

“Lots of it," wiping his hunds on the
legs of his greasy overalls, “All our
duy coaches need paint and some want
pew upholstery.”

wie'd hatter o i that, then.”
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‘ “All pight. Tl tnke & look at the

ears i the yards and see whal I enn
put out in place of those we enll i
There's no use talking, Mr. Oakley,
| yon've done big things for the shops,” |
he added. |
| uywell, I am gotting some work for
| them. and while there lsn't much profit
in it, perbaps, It's a great denl better
than heing ldle.” |
‘ “Just a whole lot” agresd McClin.
tock,
‘ #] think 1 enn pick up contracts
enough to keep us busy through the
sumter. 1 understand you've always
had to shut down.”

"Yes, or hnlf time,” disgnatediy.

“] guess we can worry through with-
out that; nt any rate, 1 want to,” ob-
porved Onkley, |

“1'1] go ses how I can mansge nbout |
our own repnirs” sald MeClntook.

IIe went out, and from the window
Oakles saw him with n bunch of keys
in his hnnd golng In the direction of a
line of hattersd day conches on one of
the sidings. The door opened ngiin al-
most Immedintely to admit Griff Ry-
der, This was almost the last person |
in Antiochh from whom Dan was ex-
pecting n cull, The edifor's cordlality
w8 Le greeted him made hith instaotly
guspect that some favor wns wanted.
Most people who came to the office |
wanted favors, Usually It was elther
0 pass or o concession oy rfrelght,

As 0 rule, Kerr met all suich appli
sants,  His manoer fitted him for just
guch intervigws, und he had no gift for
popularity, which suffersd In conse
uesee,

Ryder pushed a chair over beside
Oakley's and seated himself. By slid
lng well down on lis splie he managed
to reach the low sill of the winddw
with his feet, He seemed to admire
the effect, for he studled them in si-
lence for a moment.

“There's o little matter I want to
speak to you nbout, Oukley. IT've been
intending to run in for the pust week,
but I bave been so busy 1 eouldn't.”

Oukley nodded for him to go o,

“In the first ploce, I'd 14 to feel
that you were far Kenyon. You can
bir of o great deal of use to us this elee-
tion. It's going to be close, and Ken-
yon's a pretty decent sort of & chap to
have come ont of these parts. You
ought to take an Interest in secing him
re-clected.”

Onkley surmised that this wus the
merest flattery Intended to tickle his
vilnlty, He answered promptly that he
didu't feel the slightest Interest in poll-
ties one way or the other.

“Well, but one good fellow ounght to
wislhi to see auother good fellow gull
what he's after, and you can help us if
you've u mind to. But this isn’t what
I've come for. It's about Hoadley."

“What ubout Hoadley 7" quickly.

“Iie's got the idea that his days with
the Huckleberry are about numbered,”

“[ haven't sald so,"

“] kuow you haven't."

“Then what g he kicking nbout?
When he's to go he'll hear of It from
e

“But, just the snme, it's in the air
that there's to be a shakeup and that a |
uumber of mey, and Hoadley among
them, are goiug to be laid off. Now, |
he's another good fellow, and he's a
friend of wine, and I told him I'd come
In and fix it up with you."”

“1 don't think you can fix it up with
me, My, Ryder. Just the spme, 1'd like
Lo kuow how this got out.”

“Then there is to be o shakeup?”

Oakley bit his lips. “You seem to
take it for granted there Is to be” [

*1 guess there's something back of
the rimor.” '

“1 mny a8 well tell you why Hoad-
ley's got to go.”

“Oh, he's to go then? I thought my
informution was correct."”

“In the first place be's not needed,
and In the second place he's a lazy
loufer, The road must earn Its keep.
Goeneral Cornlsh s sick of putting his
hind in bis pocket every six months to
keep It out of baukruptey. You are
enough of a business man to know he
won't stand that sort of thing forever.
Of course 1 nm sorry for Hoadley If he
noods the money, but some one's got to
suffer, aod be happens to be the ooe.
'l take on his work wyself, 1 ean do
It, andd that's a salury saved, I haven't
any personal feeling In the muster,
The fact that 1 don't llke him, as It
happens, ling nothing to do with it If
he were mwy own brother he'd have to
get out,"”

“1 c¢an’t see that one man more or

the office, but presently MeClintock |

He's a little slow, |

loss 18 golng to make such a differ-
ence, Oakley,” Ryder urged, with what
be Intended should be an alr of frank
good fellowship,

“Can't yout" with chilly dignity.
Oqkley wos slow to anger, but he had
always fought stubbornly for woat he
felt was due him, und he wished the
editor to understand that the manage-
ment of the 13, and A, was distinetly
not bls provines,

Ryder's eves were holf closed, and
only n narrow slit of color showed be-
tween the lds.

“1 &m very much afraid we won't hit
it off. 1 begin to see we aren’t golng
to get on, I want you to keep Fload-
lay as 4 personnl favor to me. Just
walt untll I finish, If you are golng
In for reforms I may have it In my
power to be of some service to you.
You will need some backing here, and
even o couulry newspaper ¢an manu-
facture publie sentiment., Now if we
aren't to bo friends you will find me
on the other slile and working just as
har) agninst you as 1 nm willlng to
work for you If youn let Hoad'ey stay."”

Oakley Jumped up

“1 don't allow anyhods to talk ke
that to me, 1 aw running this for
Cornish, They are bis interests, not
wine, amd you can start in and manu-
facture all the public senthment you
please” Then he covled down a bit
and felt ashamed of himsell for the
outburst, l

('fo be continued.)
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