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paim lightly as she jumped In. He hes-
itated at the step.

“You wish me to?

She laughed lightly. “Most assured-
ly. You may assure yourself that I
shan‘t try to elude you again—"

“1 would I might be sure of that,"
he sald, steadylng his volce and seek-
ing her eyes,

“Procrastination won’t make It any
more assured.”

He stepped up and settled himself
in the driver’s seat, grasping throttle
and steering wheel; the great machine
thrilled to his touch like a live thing,
then began slowly to back out Into
the road. For an instant it seemed to
hang palpitant on dead center, then
shot out like a hound unleashed, ven-
tre-a-terre—Brooklyn miles away over
the hood.

It seemed but a minute ere they
wera thundering over the Myannis
bridge. A little further on Maitland
slowed down and, jumping out, lighted
the lamps. In the seat again—no
words had passed—he threw In the
high-speed clutch, and the world flung
behind them, roaring  Thereafter,
breathless, stunned by the frenzy of
speed, perforce silent, they bored on
through the night, crashing along de-
eerted highways,

In the east a band of pallid light
lifted up out of the night, and the
horizon took shape agalnst {t, stark
and black. Slowly, stealthily, the
formless dawn dusk spread over the
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The gates of the ferry-house ware In-
exorably shut against them when at
lnst Maitland brought the big machine
to & tremulons and panting halt, like
that of an overdriven thoroughbred.
And though they perforce endured a
walt of fully 15 minutes, nelther found
aught worth saying; or else the words
wherewith fitly to clothe their thoughts
were denled them. The girl seemed very
weary, and sat with head drooping and
hands clasped Idly In her lap, » Te
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them, once the gales were opened and
the car had taken a place on the fer-
ry-boat’'s forward extreme. Day was
now full upon the world; above a horl-
zon belted with bright magenta, the

: b. Maltland [ Buddenly he sat up, with happy eyes g Murshfield —For th : - q
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row ribbon of green water, the, sun
ghot up with & shout and turned to
an evanescent dream of fairy-land the
gaunt, rock-ribbed profile of Manhat-
tan island, bulking above them in tler
upon tier of monstrous bulldings.

On the Manhattan side, in deference
to the girl's low-spoken wish Maitland
ran the machine up to Second avenue,
turned north, and brought it to a stop

The girl smlled faintly through her
vell. “You have been most kind," she
told him in a tired voice. “Thank you
—from my heart, Mr. Anlsty,” and
made a move as If to relieve him of
his charge.

“Is that all?” he demanded, blankly.

“Can I say more?"

“I . . . 1 am to go no further
with you?” Sick with disappolntment,
he rose and dropped to the gidewalk—
anticlpating her afirmative answer.

“If you would please me,” sald the
girl, “you won't insist."

“T don't,” he returned, ruefully.
“Hut are you quite sure that you're all
right now "

“Quite, thank you, dear Mr. Anisty!”
With a pretty gesture of conquering
impulse she swept her vell aslde, and
the warm roseglow of the new-born
day tinted her wan young cheeks with
enlor. And her eyes were as stars,
bright with a mist of emotion, brim-
ming with gratutude—and something
alse, He could not say what; but one
thing he knew, and that was that she
was worn with excitement and fatigue,
near to the point of breaking down.

“No, please, Please let me go. Don't

“Nothing but be more kind than I
can say!"

“And you're pot going to back out
of our partnership?”

“Oh!” And now the color In her
cheeks was warmer than that which
the dawn had lent them. "“No. . .

1 ghan't back out,” And she smliled,
“And If I call a meeting of the board
of management of Anlsty and Went-
worth, Limited, you will promise to
nttend 7"

“Say at two o'clock this afternoon,

won't disappolot me?"

“You've promised, Don't forget."

He stepped back and stood In a sort
of dreamy daze, while, with one final
wonderful smile at parting, the girl as-
sumed contral of the machine and

street cornér; then turned his face
southward, sighing with weariness and
digcontent. ’

At Thirty-fourth street a policeman,
lounging beneath the corrugated Iron
awning of a corner saloon, faced about
with & low whidtle, to stare after him.
Maitland experienced a chill sense of
eriminal gullt; he was palpfully con-
golous of those two shrewd eyes, bor-

“We Have No Time,” Said She.

of his overcoat llke twin anlmated
columns of mud and dust, openly ad-
vertising his misadventures, He felt
In his soul that they shricked sloud,
that they would presently succeed In
dinning all the town awake, so that
the startled populace ‘would come to
the windows to siare In wonder as he
passed by. And Inwardly he groaned
and gquaked,

As for the pollceman, after some re
luctant hesitation, he overcame the in-
herent indisposition to exertion that
affects his kind, and, swinging his
stick, stalked after Maitland.

Happlly (and with heartfelt thanks.
glving) the young man chanced upon
a somnolent and bedraggled hack, aut
rest in the stenclled shadows of the
Third avenue elevated structure. Its
pilot was sporing lustily the sleep of
the belated, on the box, With some
difficulty he was awakenad, and Mait-
land dodged Into the musty, dusty hady
of the vehlele grateful to escape the
unprejudiced stare of the gaardian of
the peace, who In another moment
would have overtaken him and, doubt-
less, subjected him to embarrassing

the surface cirs were beginning to run

were, they were yot somehow strange
ly upnreal to the young man. In n
night the face of the world had

changed for him; Its features loomed*

welrdly blurred and coutorted through
the mystical gray-gold atmosphere of
the land of Homanee, wherein he roal-
Iy lived and moved and had his being.
Thae blatant day was altogether pre
posterous; to-day was a dreani, some.
thing nightmarish; last night he had
been awake, last night for the first
time In twenty-odd years of exlstence

tively his cigarette case: and his fin-

er to forget them, yet in his keeping

gmiled happlly to think that his inter-
est in them was B0 per cent, depreci
ated in 24 hours: now he owned only
half. :

CHAPTER V.
Incognlito,

At noon, preclsely, Maltland stirred
between the sheeta for the flrst tinfe
since he had thrown himself Into his
bed—stirred, and, confused by what-
gver alarm had awakéned him, yawned
stupendously, and sat up, rubbing
cienched fists in his eyes to clear them
of sleep's cobwebs. Then he bent for-

lant econlt 1 im, who was In-

finished splashing and gasping In the
bathtub everything was ready for the
ceremony of dressing

In other words, 20 minutes later
Maltland, bathed, shaved, but sti]l In
dressing gown and slppers, wos seatod
at his desk, n cup of bluck coufles
steaming at his elbow, a number of
vellow telegraph blanks before bhim, a
pen poised betweon his fingers.

It was In his mind to send a wire
to Cressy, apologizing for hiy deser
tion of the night just gone, and an-
nouncing his intention to rejoin the
party from whieh the motor trip to
New York had boen as planned but a
temporary defectlon, In time for din-
uer that same evenine He nibhlel
the end of the penholder, selocting
phrases, then looked op at the at-
tentive O'Hagan.

"Bring me a New Haven time table,
pleage,” he began, “and—"

The door bell abrupted his worids,
clamoring shrilly

“What the deuce? he
“"Who ean that be?
you, O'Hagan ™

demanded.
Aunswer it, will

He put down the pen, swallowed his
coffer, and Ht a ctgarstto, Hstening o
the murmurs at the hall door. An In-
stant later, O'Hagan returned, bedring
a sllp of white pasteboard which he de-
posited on the desk before Maltland.

“'James Burleson Snalth’"” Malt
land read aloud from the funltloxsly
engraved card. 1 don't know him,

neds pressin’, gavs he

him an' th' way he talks

Well Devil take the man!
Show him n."

“Very good, sor'

Malland swung around in his desy
chalt, his back t» the window, expres
siop politely ourlous, ag hig cullar en.
téred the room, pausing, hat dn hend,
Just across the threshaold,

He proved toba & man apparently
of middie age, of helght Approximatiog
Malllund’s; his shoulders were Glightly

look, he was nearsighied; by his
dress, 8 gentleman of Ingte and Judg-

touch In his atuire suggested g person
of lelsure who had just run down from

Ing to dispel the Husion.

“Mr., Maltland?” he opened the con-
versation briskly, I trust I do not
intrude? 1 shall beé brief ag ponsible,
If you will favor me with a private fo-

roge courteounly,

“I should be pleased to do #0," he
suggested, "I you could advance any
raison for such a request.”

Mr, Snalth smiled disoreatly, fum.
bling In his slde pocket, A second slip
of cardboard sppeared between his fin-
gers us he stepped over toward Malt
land.

“If 1 had not teared it might deprive
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seen arises to cause a change in the
plans of the Oregon-Washington com-
pany officials.

From sources known to be reliable

it was learned that practieally all pre.
parations are now made for beginning
work on the above date, The contract
for work has already been let to
Twohy Bros., and it is understood
they wre ready to begin operations
whenever orders to do so arrive from
General Manager James P. O'Brien,
The Coyote cutoff ealls for the con-
struction of an additional track from
Coyote, on the Columbia river, across
country to Stanfield.
The cutoff will eliminate eight
miles of the present distanes between
those two points. However, the pres-
ent main line track will be continued
in use so as to provide s double track
for the rond. Work of building the
cutoff will cost slightly less than $1,-
000,000, and the building of the road
will add much o the activity of this
sdction of Oregon during the coming
suminer.

SELECT CAPITOL SITE.

Governor Owns Desirable Site, But
Will Say Nothing.

Salem Governor West has asked
Speaker Rusk of the house of repre-
sentutives, and PresidentsBen Selling
to advise the board in the selection
and location of the new annex to the

him in the likelihood of the choice of

ter block is selected he will dispose of
it to the state for the amount which
he paid.  He holds his lots st $10,000,
while the same amount of property ad-
joining his is held at $18,000, or near-
ly twice the amount asked by the gov-
ernor.  The governor’s property. lies
directly east of the capitol mnd be-
tween it and the Southern Paeifie com-
pany’s tracks, Speaker Rusk is now
at Balem and the location of the new
capitol annex will be made at once.

Wast, State Land Agent T. A, Rhine-

has been to rely upon the valuations

gage loan will be personally inspected
by the state land agent and thelr act-
ual value noted,

To Cruise Coos Timber,

¢ided by the county court to put five
more cruisers in the fleld in addition
to the one man who was employed
last season, The idea Is to get all
the timber cruised so that a fair valus-
Lion may be put upon it when the
ussessments are made,

To Locate Hatchery,

Salem- Master Fish Warden R. E.

three years before, Mr, Fuie
your got an average of ¥

mentioned an acre of tiveng
grapes would produce 30,20 ut
grapes, or a trifle ove |
ncre. A fair average priced
is 4 cents per pound, s thitg
tion at the above ratia
$1,200.60 per scre,

TO “PLANT" PH

State Buys 100 Pairs Reews 8
for Distribution,
Corvallis—Game Warden o
of Forest Grove, hus just )in
order with Gene Simpon, e
ant fancier, of Corvallis, far }
of the Reeves pheasant, o be
ered next September. Thl
will be shipped by, the pus
to nll parts of the state md §
loose. :
The Reeves phessant iste
of the pheasant family, !
game bird, As they are buf
increase rapidly in the Wit
is expected soon to have the f
Oregon well stocked with the
Last yenr Mr, Simpson sy
state with 100 pairs of the p
They were distributed over'™
Oregon and some were st (8
They were set st Jiberty at the
points by persons whosre o8
with the game warden und ¥
studied the birds as closly 8
ticable under the varying®8s
Reports show that they
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Grove. It is the impress
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