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*Mad" Dan Maltland, o
: : , on reachin
ew York bachelor club, moet an narm!
¥a youmg woman at the door, Janltor
Hagan assured him no one had been
within that da Dan discovered a wom-
an's oF prints in dust on his deak.
alon th a letter from his attorney.
Maltland dined with Bannerman, his at-
tetaey. Dan set out for Greenflelds, to
£ gl hia family jowels. During his walk
_ the country seat, he met the young
) woman In gray, whom he had seen leav-
Ing his bachelors’ club. Her auto had
I broken down. He fixed it. By a ruse she
- lost” him. Maitland, on reaching home,
surprised lady In gray, cracking the safe
Xl mnlam:‘ngmh!u ue:?m. Bhe, apparently,
' 1 r u woll-kno
Bl M‘.nllt,‘. wn crook, Danlel

CHAPTER |Il.—Continued.

Did he catch a gleam of admiration
in the eyes behind the goggles?

“Now, if ever they get hold of my
! portralt and print ., . . Well!”
| sighed the girl wickedly, lifting slim,

" bare fingers in affected concern to the
mass of ruddy hair, “in that event I

. suppose 1 shall have to become &
’ natural blonde!™

Her humor, her splendid fearless-
ness, the lightoess of her tone, com-
bined with the half-laughing, half-se-
rious look that she swept up at him, to
ease the tension of his emotions. For
the first time since entering the room,
he smiled; then In silence for a time
regarded her steadfastly, thinking.

. Bo he resembled this burglar, Anls

) ty. strongly enough to be mistaken for

him—eh? Plainly encugh the girl be-

lHeved him to be Anisty. . Well,

i and why not? Why shouldn't he be

d Anisty for the time being, if it suited
hiz purpose so to masquerade?

It might possibly suit his purpose.
He thought his position one uncommon-
1y difficult, “ Ag Maitiand, he had on his
hande a female thief, a hardened char
Acter, & common malefactor (strange
that he got so little relish of the
terms'), caught red-handed; as Mait-
land, his duty was to hand her over
to the law, to be dealt with as—what
she was. Yet, even while these consid-
erations were urging themselves upon
him, he knew his eyes appraised her
with open admiration and interest. She
sgtood before him, slight, delicate, pret-
ty, appealing In her ingenuous candor;
and at his mercy. How could he bring
himself to deal with her as he might
with—well, Anisty himself? She was
& woman, he a gentleman.

Ag Anisty, however—if he chose to
assume that expert's identity for the
nonce—he would be placed at once on

" & plane of equality with the girl; from
& fellow of her eraft she could hardly
refuse attentions. As Anisty, he would
put himself in & position to earn her
friendship, to gain—perhaps—her con-
fidence, to learn something: of her
necessities, to aid and protect her from
the consequences of her mlisdeeds;
possibly—to sum up—to divert her
footsteps to the paths of a calling less
hezardous and more honorable.

Worthy ambition—to reform a bur-
glar! Maitland regained something of
his lost self-esteem, applanding him-
pelf for entertaining a motive so
laudable. And he chose his course, for
better or worse, in these few seconds.
Thereby proving his incontestable title
to the name and repute of Mad Malt-
land.

i His face Jightened; his manner
changed; he assumed with avidity the
' role for which she had cast him and
which he stood so ready to accept and
act.

*Well and good,” he conceded with
an air. I suppose I may as well
own up—" :

“Oh, I know you,” she assured him,
. with & lttle, confident shake of her

head. “Thera's no decelving me, But,”

and her smile became ruaful, “If only
yon'd waited ten minutes mare! Of
course 1 recognized you from the first

—down there by the river; and knew

very well what was your—Iiav: you

i gave yoursell away completely oy
mentioning the distance from the l-iwarr
to the Manor. And I did so want to
get ahead of you on thig job! What \
feather in one's eap, to have fore
stalled Dan Anlsty! v
badn't you better be a little carefully
with those lights? You seem to forget
| that there are servants in the house.
Really, you know, I find you most ro-
mantically audacious, Mr, Anisty—§¥
§ quite in keeping with your reputations

“You overwhelm me,” he murias
“pelieve me, 1 bave little cosoelt
my fame, such as it is." Aad, erc
to the windows, he looged the
velvet hangings sndget them fall
gether, drawing ibeir edges elosc so
that no ray of Hight might sscape.

She watched him with isterest. “You

here.” |

man of jmaging
to study every house
1 hiive a map of the prem-
w and grounds—here.” He
beatadt his forebead with a Jong|
hger.
"®Quite right, too—and worth one’s|
hile. If rumor s to be believed, you |
have ordinarily more than your labor
tor your pains. You bave taught me
something already. . Ah, well! :
she sighed, 1 suppose I may as wall
acknowledge my inferiorily—ds neo-
pbyte to hierophant, Master!"” 8She)
courtesied low. *1 beg you proceed
snd lot thy cheela profit through obser-
vation!” And & small white hand ges-

ured signficantly toward the wllac-l
L of burglar's 1ools—drille “‘r
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| am putting myself in your

of Burgl

chisels, skeleton keys, putty, and all—
—neatly displayed upon the rug before
the massive gafe,

“You mean that you wish me to
crack this safe for you?" he lhqulred,
with inward consternation.

“Not for me. Disappointment 1 ad-
mit is mine; but not for the loss I sus-
tajn. In the presence of the master I
am content to stand humbly to one
side, as befits one of my lowly state in
—-in the ranks of our profeasion. 1 re-
gign, I abdiegte In your favor; claim-
ing nothing by right of priority.”

“You are too generous,” he mwvm-
bled, confused by her thinly velled rid-
fcule.

“Not at all,” she replied briskly. “I1
am entirely serious. My loss of to-
day will prove my gsin to-morrow. I
look for incalculable benefit through
study of your methods. My own, ]
confess,” with a contemptuous toss of
her head toward the burglar's Kkit,
“are clumsy, antiguated, out of date.
) . But then, I'm only an ama-
teur.” !

“Oh, but a woman—" he began to
apologize on her behalf.

“Oh, but a woman!"™ she rapped out,
smartly. *“T wish you to understand
that this woman, at least, I8 no
mean—" And she hesltated.

“Thief?™ he supplled, crudely.

“Yes, thief! We're two of a feather,
at that.”

“Trpe enough. But you
were first in the field; 1 fafl to see why
T should reap any reward for tardiness.
The spolls must be yours.”

It was a test; Maltland watched her
keenly, fascinated by the subtlety of
the same.

“aut I refuse, Mr, Anlsty—pes tively

erack the safe, but upon conditions.”

She drew baeck * imperceptibly,
amused, but asserting her dignity.
“Yes? she led him on, though in no
accent of encouragement,

“Back there, In the river,” he
drawled deliberately, forclng the pace,
*1 found you—beantiful.”

She flushed, lp curling.. “And, back
there, in the river, 1 thought you—=a
gentleman!" 1

“Although a burglar?”’

*A gentleman for all that!"

“] promlse you I mean no harm,” he
prefaced. “But don't you see how |
power?
Every momeént you know me better,
while 1 have not yet even looked into
your face with the lght full upon It
Honor among thieves, little woman!”

She chose to ignore the (ntimate
note in his volee. “You're wasting
time,"” she hinted, crisply.

“I am aware of that fact. Permit
me to remind you that you are help-
ing me to waste it. T will not go ahead
until 1 have seen your face, It ls slm-
ply an ordinary preécaution.”

And a 8mall White Hand Geéfurkd Significantly Toward the Collection
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“Self-preservation,” he corrected,
with magnificent gravity.

She hesitated but & moment longer,
then with a quick gesture removed her
mask. Maitland's breath came fast as
he bent forward, peering into her
face; though he schooled his own fea-
tures to an expression of Iintent and
inoffensive studiousness, he feared the
loud thumping of his heart would be-
tray him. As he looked It became evi
dent that the witchery of moonlight
hiad not served to exaggerate the sen-
gitive, the almost minlature, beauty
of her. If anyvthing, its charm was
greater there In the full glare of the
electrie chandelier, as she faced him,
giving him glance for glance, quite un.
dismayed by the Intentness of his
gcrutiny. - 4

In the clear light her eyves
lustrous, pools of tawny flame;
hair showed itself of & rich and
Juminous coppery hue, spun to 1im-
measurable fineness; a faint color
burned in her cheeks, but in contrast
her forehead was as snow—the pure,
white, close-gralned skin that is the
bheritage of red-headed women the
world over, and their chiefest charm
as well; while her lips— .o %

Asg for her lips, the most
statement to -be extracted from
Maitland 8 td the effect that they
were altogether desirable, from the
vory first. "#45ws el :

The hauteur of her pose, the sym-
pathy A‘ thir lurked in her
mo " the menitest breeding In the
lng of her nostrilg, and

ght arch of her nose, the

g allurement of her eyes,
ed with thelr gpirited womanll-
while they completed

of the young man,
ahbaghed him. He found himself of &
pudden endowed with & painful appre-
clation of his own Imperfections, the
lttieness of his ego, the Inherent
coarseness of his masculine fiber, the
poor futllity of hls ways, contrasted
with her perfections. He felt as if re-
buked for some’ unwarrantable pre
sumption.. . . For he had looked

*| into eves that were windows of a soul;

and the soul was that of a child, un-
sullled and Immaculate,

You may smile; but as for Maltland,
he deemed It no laughing matter, ¥From
that moment his perceptlon was clear
that, whatever she might claim to be,
however damning the eclrcumstances
in whigh she appeared t0 him, there
was no avll In her.

But what he did not know, and did
not even guess, was that, from the
same ipstant, his being was in bond-
age to her will. Bo Love comes,
strangely masked,

CHAPTER IV.
Midsummer Night's Madness.

At length, awed and not & lttle
shamefaced, "I beg your pardop,” he
stammered, wretchedly.

“For what?” she demanded, quickly,
head up and eyes allght
“For Insisting. it

gourtoous. I'm sorry.”

It 'was her turn now to wonder;
delicacy of perception such as this
was not ordinarily looked for in the

wasn't—ah—

“Qb, if it's & matter of business—"

person of & burglar., With a luugh and

shne
her |

a #ibe she trled to pass off her asto
Ishment,
“The thief apologlies to the thief
“Unkind!"
Briefly hesltant, with an {mpulsive
gesture she flung out A generous hand.
“You're right: 1 was unkind. For
giva me. Won't you shake hands? 1
I do want to be a good com-

rade, since it has pleased Fate to
throw us together llke this, go-—80
oddly.,” Her tone was almost plaln-

tive: unquestionably It was appealing.

Maitland was curlously moved by
the touch of the slim, cool fingers that
lay In his palm. Not unpleasantly. He
frowned In perplexily, unable to ani-
Iyze the sensation.

“You're not angry 7" she asked.

“No—hut—put—"

“Yag?

“Why do you do thls, little woman?
Why do you stoop to this—this trade
of yo—of ours? Why sully your hands
—and not only your hands—imperll
your good name, to say nothing of your
liberty—17"

She drew her hand away quickly, In-
terrupting him with a laugh that rang
true as a coln new from the mint, hon-
est and genuine,

“And this,” she cried, “this from
Den Anisty!  Positively, slr, you are
delightful! You grow more danger
ously original every minute! Your
gseruples, vour conslderation, your sym-

pathy-——ihey are touching—in you!"
She wuvzed ber head daintily In pre
tense of diap hatlon.  "But shall
[ tall you?" arlously, doubtfully,
“T think 1 =all truly, 1 do
this sort ol ng, Mnce you must
know, because— mprimis, because |
ke it. Indeed and I do! 1 like the

danger, the exeltement, the exerclse ol
cunning and—and 1 like the rewards)
too, Besldes—"

The corners of her adorable mouth
drooped ever so slightly,

“Besldes— 7"

“Why Put this {8 not busl-
ness! We must, hurry. Will you, or
shall 1—?"

A erisis had been passed; Maltland
understood that he must walt until a
maoare [avorable time to renew his
importunities,

“T will,” he gald, dropping on his
knees by the safe. “In my Iady's
servica!"’

“Not at all,” she Interposed.
glst. The job 18 now yours;
must be the profits.”

“Then | wash my hands of the whole
affair,” he stated In accents of fAnality.
*“f refuse, 1 shall go, and you can do
as you will—blunder on,” scornfully,
“with your nltroglycerin, your rags,
and drills and—and rouse the entire
countryside, If you will™

“Ah, but—"

“Will you accept my* ald?™

“On condii.ons, only,"” she stipulated,
“Halvera?"”

% ~¥e shook his head.
“$alf shares, or not at all!"™
“was firm.

A partnership?”

This educed o moue of doubty m..l
“I'm not worthy the honos™

“But," he premised rashly, “T ean
save you-—oh, heaps of trouble in other
~rali-lays."”
|  Eue sbrugged helplessty. “1f T must
~4thon -1 do aseepl. We are partners,
'.r' Anlsty and 11"

* 'He nodded mute satlsfaction, brushed
the tools out of his way, and bent an
attenlive ear to the combination,

The glrl swept acrogs the room, and
there followed & click slmulianeous
with the total extinetlon of lHght,

Startled, “Why—7" he demanded.

“The risk,” she replled. “We have
been frightfully carelese and thought-
legs."

!!!?]1!]"““1}' Maltland twirled the come-
bipation dial; without the light he wan
wholly at a loss. But a breath later
skirts rustied near him; the slide of
the bull's-eye was Jerked back, and a
cirele of lllumination thrown upon the
lock. He bent his head agaln, pretend-
ing to listéen to the fall of the tum.
blers as the dial was turned, but in
point of fact covertly watching the
letters and fgures upon It

The room grew very sllent, save for
the faintly regular respiration of the
girl who bent near his shoulder. Her
breath was fragrant upon his cheek.
The consclousness of her propinquity
almost stifled him, One fears
that Maitland prolenged . the counter-
felt study of the comblination unneces
aarlly.

Notwlthstanding this, she sesmed
amazed by the ease with which he
sol ved it. “Wonderful!"” she ap-
plauded, whispering, us the heavy door
swung outward without a jar.

*Hush!" he cautioped her,

In his veins that night madness was
running rlot, swaylng him at ita will,
With never a doubt, nevéer a thought
of hesitaney, he forged ahoad, willfully
blind to consequences, On the face
of It he was playing a fool's part; be
knew it; the truth is simply that he
could not have done other than as he
did. Consclously he belleved himself
to be merely testing the girl; subcon-
sciously be wus plastic in the grip of
an emotion stropger than he—molst
clay upon the potter's whirling wheel.

dll tn_
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Salem, Feb. 28,--Governor Oswald
West and State Treasurer Kay re-
turned today to Salem from their visit
to definitely locate the wsite for the
branch ssylum at Pendieton, The
governor says that though the site
recommended by the legislative in-
vestigating committee does not aceord
with the views us to the proper loca-
tion of the buildings held by himself
and Mr. Kay, he considers the matter
settled, since the legislature accepted
the report of the joint committee and
the work of hll“l"“g the Eastern
Oregon asylum will be carried on as
expeditiously us possible and Eastern
Orgon will get the finest institution
o be had for the monay.

More land will be necessary, the
governor thinks, in order to aequire
necessary water rights, intake and
right of way for water for power pur-
poses. Though the matter is not yet
fully determined, all the buildings at
Pendloton will probably be of con-
crete. They will be arranged ina
ereacent shape, with the administra-
tion building in the eenter and front-
ing, with two retreating wings on
either side and the other buildings
will be in the rear.

Regarding the Eastern Oregon in-
stitution, the governor says:

“The tract selected by the old board
is about equally divided between hill
and bottom land, the latter being sep-
arated from the former by the O, R, &
N. tracks and the county road. The
proposed building site was upon the
hill tract, but the present board, after
careful investigation, decided that the
sald site was unsuitable and their
findings were borne out by the reports
both of the special committee appoint-
ed by the hoard and the legislative
committee.

“The legislative committee, how-
over, reported that the bottom tract
afforded a suitable site for the build-
ings, und this report was adopted by
the legislature.'’

Salem, Feb. 27.-Baker's demand
for preater consideration at the hands
of the Oregon & Washington Railroad
& Nuvigation eompany in the way of
distributive and special  commodity
rates was taken up for investigation
officially today by the railroad com-
mission. Baker has made a demand
similar to the one made by the city of
Medford for distributive rates asa fav-
orable as those enjoyed by the larger
shipping centers such as Portland,
Spokane and Seattle,

Attorney Arthur C. Spencer of Port-
land, is conducting the ease for the
railroad company. Attorney F. H.
McCune of Portland, is attorney for
the Baker Commereial club, the plain-
tiff bringing the complaint against
the rariroad company. At 11 o'clock
when the case opened before the com-
mission Attorney Spencer put on the
stand General Freight Agent F. W,
Robinson, of the Oregon & Washing-
ton railrond company and he read into
the records a stupendous amount of
statistics and figures showing the bus-
iness relation of the business of the
road to the different cities and centers
of population in Oregon.

E. H. Flagg, chief clerk of the
stute senate, and John P. Hunt, assist-
ant clerk, were prominent figures in
the recent controversy over the revis-
ion of the senate journal. Flagg went
into the eourts to prevent Hunt and
Colonel Mercer from revising the jous
nal, us they had been di m
senate resolution to dby - and

his

point. ’

This incident was of more fmpor-
tance than the . orp, render may
suppose. A re of every bill en-

acted into law must be kept and set
forth from the time of its introduc-
tion, and unless this record 8 correct
in every detail the law may be as-
gailed in the courtd. Legal suthori-
ties differ as to whether a law can
stand if it is not backed by a complete-
ly accurate record.

Salem, Feb. 25.—0f the 725 bills
that were introduced in the two houses
of the legislature, 276 of them have
been allowed to become lawa,  The
legislature itself failed to pass or in-
definitely postponed 386 bills, or more
than half the number introduced, and
the governor by the exercise of his
veto power, stopped a total of 04
bills, which is the largest number of
bills of any one sesaion that has ever
been vetoed by a governor of this
Etate,

By these vetoes and by other ar-
rangements whereby only a portion of
the sums appropriated by the legisla-
ture are to be used, the governor has
turned back into the pocketa of the
taxpayers approximately $600,000, or
more than half a million dollars which
will make the appropriations voted by
the leginlature aggregate s total of
about $4,300,000, instead of $4,900,-
000, as previously estimated,

Among the last billg to receive the
governor's disapproval was the Rogue
River fish bill, upon which the gover-
nor for some time has intimated his
action. He says the people have ex-
pressed themselves without qualifica-
tion on the matter and left nothing for
the legislature or himself to do other
than follow their will, In the mes-
sage accompanying this veto he says;

““The purpose of this bill is to nul-

Shelburn Wants Waiting Room.,

Salem, Feb. 28.—A petition was
received by the rallroad commission
this morning from citizens who live in
the vicinity of Shelburn, where the
Corvallis & Eastern railrond inter-

the Southern Pacific company, asking
that the commission investigate condi-
tions, and, if it is found necessary, to
make an order requiring these roads
jointly to build a depot or walting
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Big Plant at Springfield Wil S
liver Current Through ¥

Eugene—The transmisiio
tending from the Oregon Powg
pany’s big electric plat ot
field down the valley us firm
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practically the entire Upper
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