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Yolored MI~" “sr Insisted E lans
Broke Thivugh lce After Ch'lf::ﬂ
of lsrasl Had Crossed.

There Is a story of an old colored
minlater, which 1“am fozd of telling,
that (llustrates what | mean. The old
fellow was trying to explain to a Sun-
day school class how It was and why
it waa that Pharoah and his party
were drowned when they were trying
to croas the Red sea, and how it was
&nd why it was that the Children of
Israel crossed over dry shod. The
old minister explained It {n this wise:
“"When the first party came along It
was early In the morning and the ice
was hard and thick, and the first party
had no trouble crossing over on the
lce, but when Pharoah and his party
came along it was 12 o'clock In the
day and the sun was shining hot on
the ice, and when they got on the lce
it broke, and they went In and were

drowned *

Now, there happaned to be In this
elass a young colored men who had
bad considerable schooling, and this
young fellow turned to the old minis
totr and sald:

“Now, Mr., Minister, 1 do not under
stand that kind of explanation. 1 have
been going to school and have been
studying all these conditions, and my
geography teaches me that 1ce docs
not freese within a certaln distance
of the equator.” -

The old minister replled: “Now,
I'se been expecting something just like
this, There's always some fellow
ready to aplle all the theology. Thea
time I'se talkin' about was before they
had jogerphles or 'quators either.”

Now, this old man, In his plain and
simple way was trying to ‘brush aside
all artificlality and to get down to bed.
rock. So it was with me —Booker T.
Washington, in World's Work Maga
xine.

Shake Into Your Shocs
Allen's Foot-Ease. a powder for the feet. It cures
painful, swollen, smarting, sweating feet, Makes
new nhoes easy. Sold by all Druggists and Shose
Btores. Dan't accept any substitute. Sample
VREE. Address A_ 5. Olmated, Le Roy, N. Y.

Depends on Crops.

The financial barometer rises o
falls with assurances of promiss ol
greater or lesser crops. With large
cropa every interest of manufacturers
trade, transportation and commerce
are active with promise of genera
prosperity, and no privata Interest
should be sble In any manner to ob
tain preference or advantage over at
fndustry upon which the prosperity o
all great interests are so largely de
pendent.

Never an Overproduction,

Bo long as there are thousands of
poorly mnourished and underfed men
women and children in every large
clty, many of whom are sustalned by
charitable aid, there can be no over
production of foods. In every large
city thers i{s an enormous undercon
sumption not only of foods but of
other necessities that are having »
merious effect upon the best develop
ment of citias,

Constipation-causes many serious dis-
eases. 1t is thoroughly cured by Doc-
tor Pierce’s Pleasant Pellets, ne. &
taxative, three for cathartic.

Industry: In Switzeriand,

Dalry farming constitutes an im-
sortant industry In Switzerland. The
yroduction. and “handling of largs quan-
dties of milk, consumed Iin numerous
shocolate factories and mlilk-condens-
ng concerns In the confederation, the
fomestic consumption of mlilk, butter
ind cheese amd- the manufacture of
theese for export engage the attention
wnd services.of a large number of
reople,

Specialized Farming.

Miss Jessle Nicholson Inherited a
farm of 226 acres in New Jersey,
which her father had farmed in the
old way. When she took it she re
glized that the new way to do things
is to specialize, s0 she began to do
this on the farm. She ralses Canada
fleld peas, her own hay and makes
a silo, sells chickens and milk, and
that is ell. There are 100 -cows and
she puts awsv 22000 each year.

One on ine Agnostlc.

A tiny girl once taught an agnostic
& lesson with sgimple impresElvensss
and foree. "God ls nowhere,” so the
agnostic wrote on the small malden’s

slate. The child unsuspectingly res-
fored: “(Grd lo wow . g .
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SYNOPSIS,

"Z\‘ln-!_" Dan Maitland, on reaching his
Sew Yeork bachelor club, met an atirac-
five young womnan ut the door. Janitor
Dilingan assured him no one had been
wl!hln that day. Dnn discoversd a wom-
an's finger prints {n dust on his desk,
Along with & lstter from his attorney,
Muitiand dined with Bannerman, hig at-
torney Dan set out for Greenfields, to
get him familly jewels. During his walk
o the country seiat. he mot the young
woman In gray, whom he had seen Jeav-
ing his bachelors' club, Her auto had
broken down., He fixed It. By n ruse she
“lost" him. Maltland, on reaching homw,
surprised lady In gray, cracking the safe
tontaining his  gems. She, apparently,
took him for a well-known crook, Danlel
Anisty.

CHAPTER I11l.—Continued,

Did he cateh a gleam of admiration
In the eyes behind the goggles?

“Now, if ever they get hold of my
portrait and print Well! "
sighed the girl wickedly, lifting slim,
bare fingers in affected concern to the
mass of ruddy hair, “In that event I
suppose [ shall have to become a
natural blonde!"

Her humor, her splendid fearless-
ness, the lightness of her tone, com-
bmed with the half-laughing, half-se-
rloug look that she swept up at him, to
ense the tenslon of his emotions. For
the first time since entering the room,
he smiled; then In sllence for a time
regarded her®steadfastly. thinking.

S0 he resembled this burglar, Anls-
ty. strongly enough to be mistaken for
him—eh? Plainly enough the girl be:
lieved him to be Anisty, Well,
and why not? Why shouldn't he be
Anisty for the time being, If it sulted
his purpose so to masquerade?

It might possibly suit his purpose.
He thought his position one uncommaon:
Iy difficult. As Maitland, he had on his
hands a female thlef, a hardened char
acter, a common malefactor (strange
that he got so little relish of the
terms!), caught red-handed; as Malt-
land, his duty was to hand her over
to the law, to be dealt with as—what
she was, Yet, even while these consil-
erations were urging themselves upon
hitm, he knew -his eyes appraised her
with open admiration and interest. She
stood before him, slight, dellcate, pret-
ty, appealing In her Ingenuous candor;
and at his mercy, .How could he bring
himself to deal with her as he might
with—well, Anisty himself? She was
a woman, he a gentleman.

As Anlsty, howeyer—if he chose to
assume that expert's ldentity for the
nonce—he would be placed at once on
a plane of equality with the girl; from
a fellow of her craft she could hardly
refuse attentions, As Anlsty, he would
put himsell in a position to earn her
friendship, to galn—perhaps—her. con-
fidence, to learn something
necessities, to aid and proteet her from
the consequences of her misdeeds;
possibly—to sum up—to dlvert her
footsieps to the paths of & ca.ling less
hazardous and more honorable,

Worthy ambition—to reform a bar
glar! Maltland regained something of
his lost self-esteem, Applauding him-
gelf for entertalning a motive so
laudable. And he chose his course, for
better or worse, In these few seconds.
Thereby proving his incontestable (itle
to the name and repute of Mad Mait-
land,

His face lightened; his manner
changed; he assumed with avidity the
role for which she had cast him and
which he stood so ready to accept and
act,

“Well and good,” he’ conceded with
an alr. *“l suppose I may as well
own up—" =2

“Oh, 1 know you," she gssured him,
with a llitle, confident shake of her
head. “There's no decelving me. But,"
and her smile became rueful, “if only
vou'd waited ten minutes morel Of
course 1 recognized you from the first
—down there by the river; und knew
very well what was your—iav: you
gave yourself away completely
mentioning-the distance from the river
to the Manor, And | did so want to
get ahead of you on this job! What u
‘tentheér In one's cap, to have fore
gtalled Dan s Anlsty! But
hedn't vou better be a little careful
with those Hghts? You seem to forget
that there are servants in the house.
Really, you know, 1 _ﬁml ¥yOu most ro-
mantically audacious, ' Mr Anlaty—
quite in keéping with your reputation.”

“You overwhelm me,” he murmured.
“pelleve me, 1 have little concalt in
my fame, such as It 18.” And, crogsing
to the windgws, he loosed the heavy
velvet hangings and let them fall to-
guther, drawing their edges close 80
that no ray of light might eacupe.,

8he watched him with Interest. “You
seam well acqualnted here."”

S u0f course. Any man of imagina-
don 1s st patns to study every house
he enters, | have & map of the prem-
{ses—house and grounds—here.” He
indicated his forehead with & long

refinger. i .
t.n“Qulle right, too—and werth one’s
while. If rumor is to be: belleved, you
have ordinarily more than your labor
for your psins. You have taught me
something giyeady. . - Ah, well!
she sighed, “T suppose T may as well
acknowledge my lnferiority—as neo-
phyte to hierpphant. _angarl"
courtesied low. “1 beg you proceed
and let thy cheela profit through obser-
vation!" And & small white hand ges-
tured signficantly toward the collec-
gow of burglar's tools—drills and

of her|

..rjf'

She |

And a Small

chisels, skeleton keys, putty, and all—
—neatly displayed upon the rug before
the massive safe.

“You mean that you wish me to
crack this safe for you?" he inquired,
with inward consternation.

“Not for me. Disappointment [ ad-
mit I8 mine; but not for the loss [ sus-
tain. In the presence of the master I
am content to stand humbly to one
side, as befits one of my lowly state In
—-in the ranks of our profession. I re
slen, 1 abdicate in your favor; clalm-
ing nothing by right of priority.”

“You are too generous,’” he
bled, confused by her thinly velled rid-
icule.

“Not at all,” she replled brigkly, *I
am entirely serlous. My loss of to:
day will prove my gain to-morrow. |
look for incalculable benefit through
study of your meéthods. My own, |
confess,” with a contemptuous toss of
her head toward the burglar's kit
“are clumsy, antiquated, out of date.

. » But then, I'm only an ama-
teur.™”

“Oh, but a woman—" he began to
apologize on her behalf,

“Oh, but & woman!" she rapped out,

smartly. “I wish you to understand
that this woman, at least, Is no
mean—" And she hesitated,

“Thief?” he supplied, crudely.

“Yes, thief! We're two of a feather,
at that”

“True enouth. PBut " you
were first In the field; 1 fall to see why
I should reap any reward for tardiness.
The spoils must be yours,”

It was a tesat; Maitland watched her
keenly, fascinated by the subtlety of
| the rame.

“at T refuse, Mr, Anlsty—poritively

afuse 1o go to work while you stand
aslde and-—and laugh”

Pride! He stared, openly amazed,
al this bewilderingly feminine bundle
of Inconslstencles. With each facet of
her character discovered to him, min-
ute by minute, the study of her be-
came to him the more engrossing, He
drew nearer, eyes speculative,

“f will agree,” he sald, slowly, “to
erack the safe, but upon condltions.”

She drew back imperceptibly,
amused, but asserting her dignity.
“Yaa?' sghe led him on, though In no
accent of encouragement,

“Back there, in the river,” he
drawled dellberately, foreing the pace,
“1 found you—beautiful,”

ghe flushed, lip curling, “And, back
there, In the river, I thought you—=a
gentleman!"

“Although & burglar?"

“A gentleman for all that!"

“] promise you I mean no harm,” he
prefaced. “But doy't you see how I
am putting myself In your power?
Kvery moment you know me better,
while I have not yet even looked Into
your facd with the light full upon it,
Honor amopg thieves, little woman!”

8he chose to ignore the intimate
note in his volece. “You're wasting
time,” she hinted, crisply. 1

“| am aware of that fact. Permit
me to remind you that you are help-
ing me to waste it [ will not go ahead
until I have seen your face. [t is slm-
ply an ordinary precaution,”

“Oh, if it's & matter of business—"

muome- |

White Hand Gestured Significantly Toward the Collection
of Burglar's Tools.

"

Self-prezervation,” he

with magnlficent gravity,
She hesitated but B moment longer,

then with a quick gesture removed her

corrected,

mask. Maltland's breath eame fast as
he bent farward, peering Into her
face: though he schooled his own fea

tures to an expression of Intent and
inoffensive studiousness, he feared the
lond thumping of hls heart would be-
tray him. As he looked it became evl-
dent that the witchery of moonlight
hud oot served to exagegerate the sen-
sitive, the almost minlsature,
of her. If anything, its charm was
greater there in the full glare of the
¢lectrie chandeller, ng she {aced him.
giving him glance for glance, quite un
dismayed by the Intentness of his
gcrutiny,

In the clear light
lustrous, poolg of tawny
halr showed ltgelf of a
Iuminous coppery hue, spun ta im-
measurable fineness; a falnt  eolor
burned (n her cheeks, hut ln contrast

her eves shone
flume; her

rich and

her forehead was as snow—the purs,
white, cloge-gralned skin that g the
h!'T“II.L’_!‘ of rl'{] headed wolnen the

world over, and thelr chlefest charm
ns well; while her lips—
As for her lps. the most coherent

gtatement to be extracted from Mr
Maltland is to the effect that they
were altogether deslrable, from the
very first.

The hauteur of her pose, the sym
pathy and laughter that lurked In her
mouth, the manifest breeding in the
dellicate modeling of her nostrils, and
the firm, stralght arch of her nose, the
astonishing allurement of her eyes,
combined with thelr spirited woman)l-
noss—these, while 1hey completad
the conquest of the young man,
abaghed him. He found himself of a
studden endowed with a painful appre-
ciation of his own Ilmperfections, the
littleneas of hils ego, the i(nherent
coarseness of his masculine fiber, the
poor futility of his ways, contrasted
with her perfections. He felt as if re
buked for some unwarrantable pre-
sumption. For he had looked
into eyes that were windows of a soul:
and the soul was that of a child, un-
sullled and Immaculate,

You may smile; but as for Maltland,
ho deemed [t no lnughing matter. From
that moment his perception was clear
that, whatever she might clalm to be
however damning the clrcumsiances
in which she appeared to him, there
was no evll in her,

But what he did not know, and did
not even guess, was that, from the
same instant, his beilng was in bond.
age to her will. 80 Love comes,
strangely masked,

CHAPTER V.
Midsummer Night's Madness.

At length, awed and not a lttle
shamefaced, "l beg your pardon,” he
stammered, wretohedly.

“For what?" ghe demanded, qulokly,
head up and eyves alight,
"For luslsting. 1t

courtecus. I'm sorry"

It was her turn now to wonder:
delleacy of perception such as this
was not ordiparily looked for in the
person of & burglar, With a laugh and

wamm't—ah—

beauty |

a gibe she trlod to pass off her asto
Ishment
“The thief apologlzes to the thief
"l'l1kiln|'”
Briefly hesitant, with an lmupulsive
goesture she flung oul & generous hand,
“You're right; I was unkind. Far
give me. Won't you shake hands? 1
1 do want to be a good com-

rade, since It has pleased Fate to
throw us together llke this, so—so
oddly,” Her tone wias almost plains

tlve: unguestionably it was appealing.

Maitland was curlously moved by
the touch of the slim, cool fingers that
Iny In hiz palm, Not unpleasantly. He
frowned In perplexity, unable to ana-
Iyze the sensatlon,

“You're not apgry ?" she asked.

“No—hbut—but—"

“YesT"

“Why do you do thia, little woman?
Why do you stoop to this—this trade
of vo—aof oura? Why sully your hands
—and not only your hands—Imperil
your good name, to say nothing of your
Hberty—?2?"

She drew her hand away quiekly, Ine
terrupting him with a laugh that rang
true a8 a coln new from the mint, hon-
est and gennine,

“And this" she erlod, “this from
Din Anfgty! Posltively, sir, you are
delightful!  You grow more danger-
original every minute! Your
seruples, youl congideration, your sym-
puthy—they are touching—in you!"™
She wagged her head dalntily In pre-
disapprobution “But shall
| tell you?" more serfiously, donbtfully.

ously

tense of

“1 think 1 shall truly. 1 do
this sort of thing, slnce you must
know, becanse—imprimis, hecause |

Hke it. Indeed and I do! I like the
danger, the excitement, the exerclse of
cunning and-—and 1 like the rewards,
ton, Besides—"" .

The corners of her adorable mouth
droaped ever 80 I-_\“L;hl”'.

“"Pesldes—""

“Why But thiz Is not busl
| pess! We must hurry. Wi you, or
shall 1—7"

A erisis hnd been passed; Maltland
understood that he must wait until a
more favorable time to renew his
Importunitles,

“1 wil,” he sald, dropping on hils

knees by the safe. “In my lady's
service!™

“Not at all,” she Interposed. *“I in-
sist. The jJob |8 now Yyours; yours

must be the profits”

[ *“Then | wash my hands of the whole
| affalr.” he stated In acconts of fluality.
| “1 refuse. 1 shall go, and you ean do
| as will—blunder on,"” seornfully,
| “with your nitroglycerin, your rags,
and drills knd-—and rouse the entire
countryside, If you will"

“Ah, but—"

“Will you accept my atd?™

“On condl..uns, only,” she stipulated.
"Halvers ™

He shook his head,

“Half shares, or not at alj!"
was firm.

“A partnership?*

This educed a moue of doubt, with,
“I'm not worthy the honor."

“But,” he promised rashly, “l ean
save you—oh, heaps of trouble In other
—ah—lays."”

She shrugged helplesaly,
—then 1 do nceept,
Dan Anisty and 11"

He nodided mute satlsfaction, brughed
the tools out of his way, and bent an
attenlive ear to the combination,

The glrl sawepl across the room, and
there followed a elick simultaneous
with the total extinetion of light.

Btartled, "Why—"" he demanded.

“The risk,” she replled. "We have
been frightfully careless and thought-
less"

Helplessly Maltiand twirled the com-
biration dial; without the light he was
wholly at a loss. But a breath later
skirts rustled near him: the siide of
the bull'seye was Jorked back, and &
circle of tllumination thrown upon the
lock. He beot his head agaln, pretend-
Ing to Hsten to the fall of the tum-
blers us the dinl was turned, but In
point of fact covertly watching the
letters and figures upon It

The room grew very sllent, save for
the faintly regular resplration of the
girl who bent nenr his shoulder, Her
breath was fragrant upon his cheek.
The consclousness of her propinguity
almost stifled him, One fears
that Maltland prolonged the counters
felt study of the combination unneces-
wiarily

Notwithstanding

you

Bhe

“If 1 must
We are partners,

this, she seemed
amazed by the ease with which he
solved It “Wonderful!" she ap-
pinuded, whispering, as the heavy door
awung outward without a jar.

“Huah!" he caumtioned her,

In his velns that night madness was
running riot, swaying him at its will,
With never & doubl, never a thought
of hesitaney, he forged ahoad, willfully
blind to consequences, On the fhce
of it he was playing a fool's part; he
knew It; the truth ls simply that he
could not have done other than &s he
did. Conscloualy he belleyed himwself
to be merely testing the girl: subcon-
sclously he wae piastic in the grip of
in emotlon stronger than he-—molst
clay upon the potter's whirling wheel.
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