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CHAPTER XXIL *

Thomas Jefforson Gordof, Hachalor
of Science, and one of the six prize-
men in his class, was expeoted home
on the first day of July; and It was re-
marked as a colneldence by the curious
that Degr Trace manor-house was
closed for the summer no more than a

week before the return of the Gordon

black sheep.

That Tom was a black sheép, & hopa-
less and Incorrigible sockal lconoclast.
was no longer a matter of doubt In the
minds of any. Something may be for-
glven a promlsjng young man who has
been unhappy enough, or Imprudent
enocugh, to begin to make history for
himself in the irresponsible ‘teens; but
also the act of oblivion ‘may be répeal-
od. When It became nolsed about that
there were two children Instead of one
in the old' dog-kKéeper's cabin in the
Klen, Mountain View avenue was justly
Indignant, and even the lenlent Gor-
donlans scowled and shook thelr heads
at the mention of the young bLoss'
name. -4

To such an atmosphere of potential
soclal ostracism Tom returned after the
final scholastic triumph In Boston; and
for the first few days he escapsd as-
phyxiation chiefly because the affalrs
of Gordon & Cordon and the Chlawaa-
see Consolidated gave him ne time to
test Its quality.

But after the first week he began (o
breathe (t unmistakably, One evening
he called on the Farnsworths; the la-
dles were not at home to him. The
next night he saddled Saladin and rode
over to Falrmount; the Misses Harrl-
son were also unable to see him, and
the butler conveyed a deftly-worded In-
timation pointing to future Invisibilities
on the part of his mistress. The even-
ing belng still young, Tom tried Rock-
wood and the Dell, suspicion settling
into conviotion. when the trim mald-
servant at the Stanley villa went near
to shutting the door In his face. At tha
Dell he fared a' little ' better. Tha
Young-Dicksons were golng out for an
after-dinner call on one of the nelgh-
bors, and Tom met them at the gate as
he was dismounting. There were, re-
grets apparently hearty; but In recast-
ing the incldent later, Tom remembered
that It was the husband who did the
talking, and that Mrs. Young-Dickson
stood In the shadow of the gate tree,
frigidly silent and with her face avert-

ad.
' "“Once more, old boy, and then we'll

quit,” he said to Baladin at the re-
mounting, and the final rein-drawing
was at the stone-plllared gates of Rook
Hill. Agnin the ladles were not &t
home, but Mr. Vancourt I-Iom;‘_kor came
out and smoked a clgar with his cus-
tomer on the plazza. The talk was
pointedly of business, and the banker
was urbanely gracious—and mildly in-
quisitive, Would there be a consollda-
tion of the allled iron industries of Gor-
donia when the Farleys should return?
Mr: Hennlker thought' it would be un-
denlably profitable, to all, concerned,
and offered his services as finanelering
pramoter and Intermediary. Would Mr.
Gordon come and talk it over with him
~—at the bank?

Tom found his father on the pletur-
esque veranda at Woodlawn when he
reached home. For a time there was
such sllence as stands for cammunlion
between men of one blood, and waa “he
father who first broke It

“Raen out callin’, son?™ he.asked,
marking the Tuxedo and the white ex-
panse of shirt front

“No, I reckon not,"” was the reply,
punctusted by a short laugh. “The ave-
nue seems to be depopulated.”

“go? 1 hadn't heard of anybody go-
In' away.” sald Caleb the l!u;ml.

“Nor 1" said Tom, curtly;-and the
conversation paused untl the Iron-
master said:

“Ardee thinks a heap o you, and if
you could Jest ‘ve made out to keep
from gettin' 80 wangied with that gal o'
Tike—" he stopped abruptly, but not
quite soon .ennuwh. und the word was
as the filck of a whip on a4 wound al-
rendy made raw by the abrasion of the

cloged doors

“gn that miserable story has gol
around to you at last, has 1t?" sald
Tom, in fine sBCOrM. “1 dld hope they'd

spare you and mother™

“She's spared yet, so far as | know.,"
gald the father, with & backward nod
to indicate the antecedent of the pro-
noun. Following which, he sald what
lay uppermonst in his mind. '“I been al-
jowin’ maybe you'd come hack' this time
with vour head sot on lettin' that gal

, son"
‘l?";:m've pelleved all you've . heard
have }-uu?—cundcmned me before 1
could say &8 word In my own “dercnn?
That's what thay've all dome.

#1 don't say that, son.” Then, with &
notes of fatherly vearning in his velog:
op'm waltin' to hear that word right
now, Buddy—or a8 much of It as e

honestly."
c‘fY::?'l! never hear it from me—never
in this world or another. Now tell me
y told youl"
WI:(“-'-‘:;' lt'a in mlghty near ever'body'a
mouth, son!" sald Caleb, u.; mild sur-
prise. “You certaln’y didn't take any
ins to cover It up.” -

“Didn‘t take any paing? Why shouid
12 Tom burst out. After which he
tramped neavily to the farther end of
the veranda, glooming over at the
darkened windows of Deer Trace and
lotting bitier anger and dlsappolintment
work their will op him. And when he
finally turned and mmpo:l back it wos
y an abrupt “Good-nlght,

m:: z?p:- {nto the house and up to
hlz.ro&n;;l'm he was alons in the

. 4 dusk of the upper cham-
:}-?iﬁﬁhk'o closed the door and began

~beas. back
to pace & Fagelul sentry M At

gorth windown.
S iara aha af the i1

wn to him one of the three m'

—'*__

1‘:}:;‘;:'“ burning syes, had  entered
ST A8 M to pace eveénly as he paced,
s ¥ A maddening finger oh his

Without vowing & vow and confirme-
ing It with an oath, he had partly turn-
ed a new lfe-lenf on the night of heav-
enly comfort when Ardea had #ont him
forth to ‘tramp ‘the pike with her kiss
of uisterly love stlll caressing him, Be-
yord the needs of the moment, the re-
call of Norman and the determination
to turn his back on the world struggle
for the time being, he had not gone in
that first fervor of the uplifting Im-
pulse. But later on there had bean
other steps: a growing hunger for sue-
Coss with wself-respect kept whole; n
dulling of the sharp edge of Jhis hatred
for the Farleyh; a mellorating of his
Aercd contempt for all the hypocrites,
consclous and subconaclous,

And now ® ¢ ¢ With ‘Alecto's
maddening finger pressed on the soul-
hurt, no man Is responsible. After the
furlous storm of upbubbling curses had
apent ltself there was a little calm, not
of surcease but of vacuity, slnce even
the cursing vocabulary has fts limita-
tions. THen a grouping of words long
forgotten arrayed iteslf before him,
like the handwriting on the: wall of
Belshazzer's banqueting hall

“When the unclean spirit 1s gone out
of a man, he walketh through dry
places, sesking rest, and findeth none,
Then he salth, I will return into my
house from whence I came out; and
when he Is come, he Andeth It empty,
swept .and garnlsheéed. Then goeth he,
and taketh with himself seven other
spirite more wicked than hlmself, anl
they enter In and dwell there: and the
lnst state of that man 18 worse than
the fArst™

He put his hands before his face to
shut out the sight of the words. Far-
ther on, he felt his way across the
rogm to stand at the window where he
could look across to the gray, shadowy
bulk of the manor-house, to the house
and to the window of the upper room
which was Ardea’s

“They've got me down,” he whisper-
ed, as If the words might reach her
ear, “The devils have come back, Ar-
deh, my love; but you can ¢ast them
out agaln'if you will. Ah, girl, girl!
Vipecent Farley will never need you as
I need yoy this night!”

<%

I CHAPTER XXIL

During the first half of the year 1894,
with Norman too busy at the 'pipa
foundry to worry him, and the iron-
master presldent too deeply engrosssd
In matters mechani¢al, Mr. Henry
Dyckman, stlll bookkeeper and cashler
for Chiawassee Consolidated, had fewar
nightmares; and byy the time he had
been a4 month In undisputed command
at the general office he had given over
senrching for o certaln packet of pa-
pers which had mysteriously disap-
peared from a secret compartment In
his desk., i Y

‘Later, when .the time for the ‘return
of the younger Gordon dréw near, therg
whs encournging news from Europe.
Dyckman had not falled to keep Lhe
malls warm with reports of the Gordon
& Gordon success; with urgings for
the return of the exiled dynasty; and
late in May he had news of the home-
coming intention. From that on there
were alternating chills and fever., If
Colone!l Duxbury should arrive and re-
sume the reins of management befors
Tom Gordon should reappear, all might
yet be well. If not—the alternative
impalired the bookkeeper's appetite, and
there were hot nights In June when he
slept badly.

When Tom's advent preceded the
earliest date named by Mr. Farley by a
broad fortnlght or mere, the bookkeep-
er missed other of hls meals, and one
night fear and & sharp premonition of
closespresalng disaster laid eold hands
on him: snd 4 o'clock found him skulk-
ing In the great train shed at the rall-
way statlon, & ticket to Canada in his
pocket, & goodly sum of the company's
money tightly puckled In a safety-belt
next to his skin—all things ready for
flight save one, the courage requlsite
to the final step-taking.

The following morning the promini-
tion became a certainty, lo the Gor-
donia mall there wias a note from the
younger Gordon, diréecting him to come
to the office of the pipe foundry, bring-
ing the essh-book and ledger for & year
whose number was written out in let-
ters of fire in the bookkegper's brain.
He went, sgain lacking the courage
elthier to fefuse or to Wlsappear, and
tound Gordon walting fop him. There
were no preliminaries,

“Good-morning;, Dyeckman,” suid tha
tyrant, pushing aslde the papers on als
desk. . “Xou have brought the bookn?
8it down at that table and open Lhe
ledger at thé company’s expinsa aec-
count for the year. I wish to mike o
few comparisons, and be took & thick
packet of papera from a plgeonhole of
the amw iron safe behind his chalr,

Dyckman was unbuckling the shawl-
strap in° which he had earried the two
heavy books, but at the slgnificint
command he desisted, wenl swiftly to
the door opening into the stenograph-
er's room, satisfied himself that there
were no listeners, and resumed hls
ch.‘r{rr;,u have cut out some of the pre-
tace, Mr. Gordon; Il cut out the re-
malnder,” ‘he sald, M’M his ary
Hps. “¥ob have the frus xedord of the
expens® %‘ldn Ahat phckege 1 ;?.
down and ; what is It you want

" want & writlep opnfession of just
what yollg@d; hiat y¥ou did It for,

J. a eply. MYou'll ind Miss
A'::Cr!nll'i ' ter in the othar
room; Il walt while you put It in

type.” . :
voltre ot giting me n shaw, Mr
ﬂ;r{g; the poor show & COBSION MUr-
derer would have In any court of law

R
X

Y Are ARKIing Mme to sonviet myself”

Goldon held up the packet of papers.
Here I8 your convietion, Mr. Dycke
"An—the original Jeaves taken from
_thun books when you had them re-
bound., I need your statement of tha
facts for quite another purpose.”

“And If I refuse to make 1t? A cor-

nered rat will fight for his life, Mr
Gordon"
(7M1 you refowd 1 ahall be relustantly
compelled ts hund these papers over ta
our attorneys—reluctantly, [ say, be-
cause you can sérve me better just now
Jut of jall than In " y

“I'w an unfalr pdvantage you're tak-
Ing: at the worst, 1 am only an acces-
sory. My princlpals will be hers In a
few days, apd—"

"Praclsoly™ wus the eold rejoinder.
“It I8 because your princlpals are com-
lng home, and becaure they are not yet
here, that I want your statement
Oblige mae, If you please; my time Ia
limited this morning.™

There was no help for It, or none ap-

parent to the fear-stricken; snd for
the twenty sueccecding minutea the
typewriter elicked monotously in the
small ante-room. Dyckman could hear

his persecutor pacing the fMoor of the
private office, and once he found him-
self looking about him for a wenpon.
But at the end of the writing Interval
he was handing the freshly-typed shoeat
to & man who was yet allve and un-
hurt.

Gordon sat down at his desk to read
it, and sgaln the roving eyes of the
bookkeeper swept the Interior of the
larger rooms for the means to an end;
sought and found not.

The eye-search was not fully ocon-
cluded when Gordon pressed the eleo-
tric-button which summoned the young
man who kept the local books of the
Chlawassee plant acrogs the way. Whils
he walted he saw the conclusion of the
eye-search and smlled rather grimly,

“You'll not find It, Dyckman,” ha
sald, divining the desperate purpose of
the other; adding, as an after-though®:
“and If you should, you wouldn't have
the courage to use It. That ls the fa-
tal lack In your make-up, It la what
kept you from taking the traln last
night with the moéney belt which you
emptied this morning. You'll never
make a successful criminal; It takes a
good denl more nerve than it does to ba
an honest man."

Hereupon the young man from the
office across the plke came In, and
Gordon handed n pen to Dyckman.

“I want you to witness Mr, Dyek-
man's signature to this paper, Dillard,™
he sald, folding the confession so that
it eould not be read by the wilneas;
and when the thing was done, the
young man appended his notarial at-
testation and went back to his dutles.

*“Well? sald Dyckman, when they
werd once more alone together.

“That's al),” sald Gordon, curtly, “"An
long as you are digereet, you needn't
losa any sleep over this. If you don't
mind hurrying & llttle, you cin make
the 10:40 back to town."

Dyckman restrapped his books and
made & show of hastening. But befors
he closed the office door behind him he
had seen Gordon place the typewritten
sheet, neatly folded, on top of the thick
packet, snapping an elastio band over
the whole and returning it to its plg-
eonhole In the small safe,

(To be continued.)

Steel Superseding Wood,

The substitution of steel for wood
goes steadlly on. Beglnning with
January 1, or thereabouts, the Na-
tional Lead Company will pack I8
white lead In steel kegs, having de-
cided to abandon the use of wooden
kegs. This Innovation Is made be-
caube the company has concluded that
gteel kegs will have many advantages
over the wooden kegs. In the first
place, the steel package does nol ab-
sorb the oll from the lead as porous
wooden packages do, and there is,
therefore, no drying and caking of
the lead around the edges, making It
poasible to remove every particle of
white lead easlly from the steel keg.
The new steel kegs also will be much
lghter, as well as being stronger than
the wooden ones, and thlg will effect
a saving In freight rates, Taking up
less room than the wooden kegs, tho
new steel prekages also will save stor
age Space.

L e ——
The Shoh's Highway.

It 1= true wé have some bad roads,
bul most of our highways compared
with those of Persla would be ns o
paved sireet to g plowed fleld, says a
correspondent of Harpe r's Weekly

You would think that the keeping of
the shah's highway would be one of
the first cares of a4 state, yel 80 little
attentlon has been given Lo this sub-
ject by tha Persian government thit
there are not a dozen good wagon
rogads throughout the whaole country

The caravan routes are, except in
a yery few cases, merely traila. Not
only are the wagon roads bad ws well
as scarce, but-it s an astonlshing
fart that altbough Persia I8 one of
the oldest of oivilized states, a couat
try comprising an area of 628,000
square miles and =& population of
9,000,000, she bas but six mlles ol rall-
WAY. - el
lludncln;_:-l;o Hips with Toothpleks,

One of the newest and cleverest flesh
reducing methods includes only tooth-
ploks—and & teacup 83 Ity appargtus,
“Brand” cloge up Lo Lhe wall somw-
where,” dipects the exponent of th's
methotl, “@ret making sure that there
fa a high uly.lhsl shelf or other shelf
g0 far above your bead that the uplifi-
ed hand can just toueh It The toeth-
pleks—nfty of them—are to be thrown
on the floor just in front of the toes,
dnd with one sweep of the body a
toothplck s pleked up and placed by &
stretching of the arm, In the teacup
which stapds on ghe high shelf. This
motion bripgs in the bending of the
body at the walst, which reduces the
abdomen, and the twisting of the torso,
which anakes the walst supple and slen-
der and reduces the hips an inch a

week.

One of tfm_ most ngenious French
aviators is ‘trylng out a combined dir
igible balloon and deroplane, a clgar
shaped gns bag helpipg to ralse and
support the machine

LONG-AGO FASHIONS

Interesting Matter in Old Maga-
zines.

The Delineator’'s First [llustrations
Plotured Women Who Wore Hoop-

skirts—Feminine Finery Ex-
pensive Then as Now.
It was to {llusirate the fashions O1

ID years ago that the Delineator was
We may turn the yellowed

started.
pages of musty magazines and find
pletured there the women for whom
these first Delineators were made.
The promenade of the day was along
Prondway above Canal street. Here
ultra-fashionable femininity walked
with the minelng galt that was styled
the “Greetan bend.” They wore groeh
gloves and earrted green sun shades,
“Metternich green,” because the Prin
cese Metternich had appeared at a ball

at the Tullleries In a dress of this hue.

Little girls In gabrille dresses and
white Marsollles sun hats went by
with their nurses, And among them

the little giris who had come from the
country were stlll wearlng pantalettes,
Matrons wore bonnots tled beneath
thelr chlns and modestly folded thelr
shawls about them. Black laco shawls
they had for summer, and palsley and
cashmere shawls for colder weather,
They pald for these all the way from
$50 to several hundred or a thousand
An Imported point lace shawl was
aven quoted at $3,000.

Oh, teminine finery could be expen:
sive In those days ns now! It Is In
tereating to note the Items which an
old Dellneator gives as the cost of a
girl of the perliod: Boots, $10: stock-
ings, $2; garters, 50 cents; sllk under
wear, $20: satin corset, $20; corset
covar, $12: chemlse, $20; cambrie and
steal hoops, $20; puffed halreloth pan-
nier, $4; flannel underskirt, $10; cam:
bric underskirt, $18; walking skirt
next to hoop, $8: over walking skirt,
$10; gioves, $2.25; sun and sDOwW
ghade In lace, $125: velvet walking
sult, lnoe and pable trimmed, $1,000;
hat, $75; total, $1,200.25

But those ondoubtedly were wvery
high soclety figures, and higher be-
cause of the paper money of the day.
Anyhow, the majority of the throng
moving up and down lower Broadwnay
bought thelr steel bustles at a dollar
or less and thelr hoopskirts ranged In
price from $1 up to $12. Their al-
pacas cost from 40 cents to $1.25 a
yard, English winseys from 37 cents
to 76 cents, and French poplins, $2.75
a yard, For their black sllks they
could pay from $3 to as high ns $20 &

yard, But a black sllk “did" as a
“best” dress for a lifetime.—Dellnea
tor.

All Off,

DEVELOPING LOVE OF ART

Have Children During Thelr Sohoel-
days Acquire the Habit of Visit
Ing Pleture Galleries.

A samall lnssle was conducted by her
mother on n tour of the Layton gallery
and the establisbed etiquette for art
gallertes In general woas being Inelud-
od as a part of her Instruction for the
day. BSianding before a particularly
prosale-looking canvas, ghe found 1t
convenfent to divert her mind by
utiizing the brass ralllng as a trap-
ozo—therely developing the muscles

of her back and arms.

“What are you dolng?' the fond
mother Inquired, “Do you think this
Is & gymnasium?  You don’t come to

an art gallery to gwing on & ralling,
You come to look at the pletures.
Stand up there, If yon want to come
agnin,”  The {mplied thréat ns a
finality was effective so far that there
was no question In the onlooker's mind
as to the treat the lttle lady evident.
ly regardoed a visit to the gallery. That
{8 the great point—to have children

during thelr schooldays acquire the
habit of visiting plature galerles,
Then It will be but & matter of time
for the development of diseriminative
apprecintion. That and real affection
for the truly beautlful will follow log-
fonlly.

FASHION HINTS

It is the easiest thing in the world to
mike this negliges, and it is a most be-
coming one

Mauke it of warm, cozy Hannel, or
crepe de chine, challis or lawn; it is
equally suitable for any of these mater-
ialy

The trimming may ve plain or a bit
fancy, if desired.

It was evident that the king was Im-
patient. He strode to and fro across |
the throneroom and pulled impatiently
at his whigkers, ever and anon Indulg-
Ing In a gesture that indicated some.
thing akin to anger. Bummoning all
his courage, the prime minlster ap
proached his royal master and asked:

“What seems to be the trouble, your

majesty T | telligence.

“As ye know,” the king replled,
“we have completed all arrangements
for the baptlsm of the crown prince
next Sunday.”

“Yen, sire.”

“Well, it's off. We shall have to
pgstpone it for a week, and | have al-
ways belleved that It was unlucky w
postpone A christening.”

‘But, your majesty, there I8 no rea-
son for delay. The arrangements are
perfect. [ have seen to them mysolf,
Why not have the céremony next Sun-
day, as planned?"

“Can't do 1, confound the Iluck!
The wmoving picture people have Jjust
gent word that they can't posgibly be
ready.”

Banner Carried by Cortes.

In the Natonal muegeum In Mexlco
Clty there Is a4 very Interesting relic
of the Spanish conquest of this coun-
try known as the Bapner of the Cou
quest. It I8 sald to be the original
standard carried by Cortes In hils wars
of conguest in the land of the Aztecs,

This benner was for many years In
the church of San Hipollto In Mexico

Clty, where a solemn arnual ceremony i

known as the “procession of the ban-
per” was celebrated up to the year
1812,

The archbishop of Mexico, the vice-
roy and gobles and the church and
state authorities and dignitaries took
part In this ceremony, which consist-
ed of the earrying In the state of the
Banner of the Conquest,

As this was a commemoration of
Spanish successes over the native
Moxlean races, there bkas been no de-
sire to revive the ceremony since the
independence of New Spaln sccured lp
1821,

Disqualified,
“Very few pholographers seem to
gnjoy baving thelr own plctures
taken,” sald the observer of human

nature,”
“That's true,” replled the art
fest; “when & photographer gets

through with all his exacting custom-
ers there's no use of tellilng him to
assume An easy attitude and look
pleasant.”

A Bad Combination,

“What's the matter with your
gpeeches?” lnquired the orator,

“The seasoning Is wrong,” replied
the old campalgner, “You try to put
so much ginger in them that they have
to be taken with a graln of salt™

SHOWS SAGACITY OF SHEEP

Ewe’s Care of Blind Lamb Proof They
Are Not Devold of In
telligence.

Sheep are not usually considered sa-

gaclous, but the following Incident will
show that they are not devold of In
A ewe gave birth to a
lamb which was totally blind. The
ewe soon realizsed that something was
wanting in her offspring, and _be
stowed especlal care on it so that It
grew up & fine, healthy animal, One
day the farmer was driving the ewes
and lambs to a fleld of fresh pasture
On the way they had to cross a small
river by & rude bridge that had no
ralling or defence of any kind at the
side, The farmer forgot all about the
blind lamb, but the mother ewe did
not. On reaching the bridge she turn-
|t-d qulckly round and, sdizing her off
spring by the ear, walked slowly back-
ward over the hridge, drawing the
lamb after her and making a8 mure
|murmg noise all the while. Nor did
she quit her hold tll safe on the
1 other side, while the farmer looked on
in amazement,

GENERAL FARM NOTES.
Dalsles are a nulsance in ag pas
Lure,
Ile eareful not to churn the butter
Into / lump.
| Thera I8 no pleasure or money In
keeplng unprofitable sheep,
Corn should contaln sufficlent mols-
ture to pack well into the sllo,
Something should be done to have
the young plgs get plenty of exercise.
Always sirnln the cream into the
churn Lo remove any particles of curd
or dried cream.
| ¥all plowing for alfalfa is recom
|mended by the best authorities where
the seed Is to be sown early in the
spring,
A wire stretched acrosa the barn
behind the cows for a lantern s usu-
glly in evidence on wellmanured
farms, .
Dandelions are not a weed when
found in the pasture, because thelr
medicinal qualities are very beneficlal
to live stock.
|  Beekeeping, for those inclined that
way, s certainly a well paying busi
ness, as there Is less competition in
ralsing bees and producing honey than
In any other side line of farming.

New York Journallem,
[ "Bes this soclety belle about her
rumored engagement.” “Yes, sir” "If
she admlits it, get ten lines, If she

denles It, get half & column and her

photograph ik

Hoteal Ron;l_(_:lrd.
One Ring—Ten cents to the ball

boy.
Two Rings—MMfteen cents to the
chambermald,

u:h". Rings—A quarter to the por

H oLy
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Real Truth Amq
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