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CHAPTER XIV. (Continued.)
Thero Johnny had chills and fever,

And Harry fell Into the dumps, while
EononI tended Johnny like a woman
with such skill and technique that
Larry was moved to ask If the black
had ever studied medicine.

"Yes, I took my desreo at Heldel
bors," Bononl replied, somewhat gruf
fly. "They don't balk at an African
prince In Germany."

"Why do you hate America, for you
do, you know?" said Harry.

"Because It wa3 an American, the
father of the woman you know as
Ccrlsso Wayne, who brought untold
misery upon my father and his ancient
African house," blurted Benonl. forcing
Johnny to drink a tea he had steeped
for him. The cave was coarsely fur-
nished with skins, some crude pottery
and cooking utensils. To Larry It
looked like a secluded hunting lodge or
the some-tim- e retreat of a spasmodic
hermit

"Then you know about this mystery
Just" as I've thought," said Larry. "And
into what mess you're taking Johnny
and me, I'd like to know!"

Tm trying to take you to Miss Lan
cey," responded Benonl. "I don't know,
of course, but I'm pretty certain she's
alive. That pigeon confirmed my be
lief of that. But as to telling you
Morris, the tale will unfold Itself, and
If It doesn't ' he shrugged his shoul
ders and put down the cup.

After that, even In the long watcHes
of the night, when Johnny lay still and
quiet, fighting a long, slow battle with
his malady, Benonl forbore to discuss
any aspect of the Wayne murder mys
tery. This tantalized Larry all the
more. Benonl would speak, though, of
his travels, and Larry listened to the
narrations as spellbound as if to the
master of all story-teller- s. For the
black had a marvelous power of lan
guage.

One morning the rain ceased to fall
Johnny was up now and walking
around the cave, trying to laugh at the
Illness that had laid him so low. Larry
had lost his watch when the punt over
turned, also his notes of his African
travels that he had conscientiously
been making. Whether it was noon,
night or dinner time, Larry never knew
any more, and it might have been
Christmas or Decoration Day for aught
he might tell to the contrary. He tried
Robinson Crusoe's notch-on-a-cro- ss

experiment in time keeping on a rock
by the cave door, but had given up this
calendar attempt as Altogether too
crude and too much of a near-Water-bu-

-
"We're going to move on to-da- y,

boys," said Benonl, "as soon as break-
fast's over."

"Now see here," objected Larry. "If
I'm going to die I'd Just as soon die
right here as die of curiosity on the
road, and that's what I'm going to do
If you don't drop this swathing of
mystery, Benoni, and tell us where we
are going, and all about It. What's
the matter with you, anyway? Why
don't you take us into your confidence
a bit? Supposing you'd die? Where
would be be then?"

"Better off if you knew nothing: of
what I know," Benonl responded.
"Besides. I'm not going to die. Then,
too, lack of knowledge means want of
worry. You will need all your strength.
I don't want it depleted by anxiety.
Better trust In me quietly. I've not
failed you yet. And I'm trying to pay
you a debt of gratitude. In taklnc you
where we are Journeying I'm risking
the lives of others I hold dear. Remem-
ber that!"

"Well, where are wo going?" In-

sisted Johnny. "I don't want to take
any more of your launch rides If you're
going to serve them up with Jungle
Bauce, as you did before. I don't like
the taste of the drinks!"

"We won't have any more of that
ready?"

Rebelliously, mutinously, Johnny and
Larry followed the giant African. The
country all around was a waste of
water, where the prodigal river had
burst her bands. Afar to the south
rose a dull granite mountain. Toward
this Benonl bent his steps. They
climbed the top of the hillock above
the cave and by dextrous Jumps and
shrewd calculation reached an elevated
plateau with but a nominal wotting.
Thick grass carpeted this plateau, beat
down to the earth, and interwoven by
the pounding of the rains it made a
slippery matting for them to walk up-

on. Far to the north rose the moun-
tain, and to the west lumbered the
nauseous river that skirted the cave.
For hours they walked until they en-

tered a thicket, through whose mazes
Benonl found a labyrinthine path,
whloh they threaded in silence. "Won-
der what tho timo is?" volunteered
Johnny.

"About noon, I think," answered Be-

nonl. "We'd stop to eat, but I want to
reach tho castlo before tho rain begins
again."

"The castle?" queried Johnny.
"Whose? Whow-eol- "
' They had stopped abruptly. The path
had como out upon a wonderful gar-

den, exquisitely laid out, though bat-

tered from the onslaughts of the rain.
Ahead of them was a granite castle,
and close to Its uncouth entrance a girl
was dancing. As they looked they saw
that she was tall and fair, and that
though there was a huge Hon beside
her, though her hair fell in braids
down her back, and though her garb
was that of a woman of ancient Greece,
that she was unmistakably the long!
MUght Bettyl

0
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CHAPTER XV.
City Editor Burton and Betty were

walking In tho garden. The garden
was wet as a sponge, and Betty, shoes
and stockings off, was Joying In the
rush of the water ahd tho feel of the
tepid ooze beneath her foot. It was
the first tlmo In days that the rain
had not been falling. A haze still over-
spread the desert and the air seemed
full enough of rain to have dripped If
you had squeezed it. But Betty didn't
care. Her long brown hair, still dull
and satiny as a pecan-shel- l, dosplto II

the havoc of fever, sea wind and south-
ern sun, dangled below her waist In
two thick braids, and was parted with
never a sign of a rlpplo over her broad
white forehead. Botty's hair under no
provocation had ever been known to
curl. It was nice, straightforward hair.
Her gown was a prolongation of Meta's
tunic, and skirt of fine white linen,
low of neck, devoid of sleeve and
clasped at the shoulder with two flash-
ing diamond buckles that Met a picked
up somewhere around the castle. It
was fastened at the belt by a wide gir
die of cut and uncut diamonds curi
ously and Indiscriminately mixed. Bet
ty had long since ceased to take any
Interest in diamonds, for she had had
more of flashing pins and gee-ga-

thrust on her by tho admiring Meta
during her stop In the castle than Bho
had over dreamed of owning. Betty's
skirt, though much longer than Meta's
was very well above her ankles and
with City Editor Burton as an appre
ciative audience Betty was practicing
a barefoot dance as she had seen an
ultra-fashionab- le exponent of barefoot
dancing pranco upon a very esthetic
stage.

"Just watch, City Editor Burton,'1
she laughed. "Just watch! Hero is
where I am expressing Joy! Note the
glow of the drapery, Burton, my boy,
and the marvelous way In which the
dancer sticks her toes into the ooze
Oh, there's a thorn. Now, City Editor
Burton. I'm about, to be captured and
cast away on a desert isle watch me

see this gesture in grief City Editor
mine I send a message see I wel
como a pigeon see, there. City Editor
Burton, it brings me a message from-fro-

oh. Meta, Meta Meta
"

Burton bayed a prodigious roar, Meta
tumbled from the house with a small
rifle In her hand as Betty, barefooted.
dishevelled, sprang Into the arms of
Larry Morris, and let him hold her
very tightly and kiss her forehead
again and again, while red-head- ed

Johnny Johnson grabbed her hands al-
ternately and danced around so reck-
lessly that City Editor Burton howled
louder than a simoon. Betty and Larry
were too rapt for words. Not so tho
incorrigible Johnny.

"Get on to the Isadora Duncan rig,"
he chortled, "and this animal here
your lap-do- g, Betty? What do you call
him?"

"City Editor Burton," mumbled Bet-
ty, extricating herself from Larry's
arms, and both the men roared.

'Wouldn't I llko to see old Burt's
face if we could only ship him the
brute," said Johnny. "It would bo worth
getting hung for!"

Meta, when she had recognized Lar
ry as the original of the portrait In
Betty's locket, lowered the little revol
ver, which till this moment Betty had
not known she possessed. As Meta
turned to go into the house Betty call
ed her back, and putting her arm
around the black girl's waist, she said:
"Larry, dear, she has been good to mo;
this is Meta." Larry put out his hand
and the black girl, .half abashed, took
it silently.

"Meta," echoed Johnny. "Where"
Benonl? Is she his?"

Johnny whistled, and a man came
through tho brake he came llko a
whirlwind, and when he saw the black
girl by Betty's side a savage yell of
triumph, mingled with tho grief that
is born of Joy, rang out from both their
throats.

"His wife," said Larry, quietly. "He
brought us here. Ho and the pigeons.
Betty, dear, it was so like you to think
of the pigeons!"

"Oh, then my messages did some
good; those blessed birds, those bless-
ed birds!" exclaimed Betty. "I never
knew what became of them. How did
you find the way?"

"We followed Benonl; he knew the
way best," answered Larry.

"His wife," said Betty, aghast. "And
she never told!"

Johnson and Larry both laughed. "If
that isn't tho woman of it You'll hold
that up against her ail her life, I sup
pose."

"Well, I don't care," said Betty.
"Anyway, I'll bet I know one thing you
boys don't. I know who killed Corlsse
Wayne."

"Who?" asked both boys, In a breath.
"Well, then, it was tho man who

loved her best," replied Betty.
"Oh, what's his name?" asked John

ny.
"I don't know," said Betty, "but it

must have been her husband, of
course."

"Fell down on your assignment,"
sneered Larry, "No story's any good
without names!"

The lion stretched his shrunken
guma over his rickety teeth and yawn-
ed slightly.

"Mademoiselle," said Meta, ap
proaching, "you had better come Jn out
of tho wet It Is going to rain again!
Look at the sky."

"Meta, do you speak English?" re
proached Betty, with a mental resume
nf tho weary days that she had spent

without intercourse of coherent speeon
slnco Tyoga's absence.

"Oh, forgive me," cried Mota, falling
at her feet. "Yes, I wont to a convent
in London, Mtladl, but they mado me
promise I would not let you know I
knew your tongue. Thoy wero afraid
I would tell too much. But It ban
hurt me so much, Mtladl; I felt at
times that I would choke If I did not
spenk with you."

"Now I know why you couldn't learn
English," laughed Botty. "But I know
theso boys. ore hungry. Let'B get them
somo dinner and then we can talk."

"Wo must depart In all hasto from
hero," warned Bononl. "To stop long
Is very dangerous."

"Benoni speaks truly," added his
wife.

"But in all this rain that's to come?
expostulated Betty, "and wo can't loav
City Editor Burton."

"We're not going to," said Johnny.
"That's too good a Joke."

CHAPTER XVI.
In vain did tho poltco and tho re

porters dig and pry Into the houso at
94 Brlarswcet piaco in hope of finding
somo traco of Humlcy Hackleyo.

Mr. Hackleyo was not about. Ills
London bankers could glvo no dcflnlto
Information about him. For thirty
years ho had been accustomed to go
and como when ho pleased. Ho had
for a long while maintained a comfort
able homo at Khartoum and another at
Cairo, but he visited theso only at In
tervals. and sometimes was not seen
In them for a year at a time. Ho was
known to possess great estates located
In Central Africa, but none know posi
tively whero. He kept a rctlnuo of
servants at each establishment and a
suavo major-dom- o In each was accus
tomed to being the nominal head of the
household. Neither of these men, how
ever, could glvo any of tho wished for
explicit information about their mas
ter. Each home contained tho usual
accumulation of furniture, bric-a-bra- c,

and the olla podrlda of civilization that
aggregates in every wealthy home, but
nothing at all mysterious or In any
way smacking of the criminal. They
wero tho homes of a gentleman of
wealth and culture. Any connection
between the African laws and penal
ties of Mr. Hackleyo and the Indian
home of the Harcourts, It was Impossi
ble to discover. The. Harcourt menage
was located in the hill country, in a
most beautiful spot Harcourt had
come thero about seven years pre
viously, at the time of his marriage to
Narcisse De L'Enclos, the widow,
Madame Mario Da L'Enclos, whose
husband, Captain Raoul De L'Enclos,
an honorably discharged officer In the
French army, had brought his bride
there Immediately after his marriage.
The captain had died a year after the
birth of his daughter, and Madame Do
L'Enclos and the little girl Narcisse
had lived In secluded magnificence, till
ono season on a trip to Calcutta, they
had met Harold Harcourt the younger
son of an English nobleman, who was
then visiting a cousin in the Indian
city. After a brief acquaintance the
young girl, then only 18, and Harcourt
wero married. Tho young pair went
back to the hill country palace and the
mother left for a continental voyage
from which sho never returned, though
It was given out that she had died
while abroad. Then the Harcourt baby
came a boy and --when ho was two
years old ho mei a tragic death. There
had never been anything to give rise to
suspicion about the Harcourt home,
any more than at the Hackleye es
tates, nor was any seeming connection
between the two families Instituted ex
cept that both were accredited with
possessing large diamond Interests In
Africa, and the peculiar likeness be
tween the two women, and the similar
ity in handwriting and in the euphony
of tho names of the two men. Portraits
of Harcourt on the wails of his Indian
homo were photographed and sent to
America and were an exact tally for
the man held In Jail in Chicago.

(To be continued.)

She Wan Welcome.
"Can you give me any references

from your last place?"
"No, ma'am. The last woman I work-

ed for was Mrs. Llpny, that used to
live next door to you. She an' I
couldn't get along at all. You don't
know how aiean she is. I could telj
you ever bo many "

"You may come."

A Had Actor.
"I see that a scientist has proved

that many horses have unsound
minds."

"The ono I bet on yesterday ought
to have had a commission In lunacy
appointed forty years ago, when he
was a yearling." Cleveland Leader.

Hard Luck.
Ames Did you hear that Jones uiea

last night?
Blames You don't say! That's what

I call rough luck.
Ames How's that?
Blames I paid hlra tho 5 I owed

hi in the day before yesterday. Ally
Sloper's,

The gun.
Sir Robert Ball asserted that every

100 years tho sun loses flvo miles of
Its diameter. To ally anxiety, how
ever, ho mentioned that the diameter
of the sun Is 860,000 miles and that
40,000 years hence tho diameter would
still be 850,000 miles.

8 1 ron jc llul.lt.
"That fellow made money, but he

certainly U a faker."
"Indeed ho Is. Why, the habit was

so strong, that's why he built his new
houBe on a bluff." Baltimore Ameri
can.

Veracity.
"Figures can't Ho," said tho mathe-

matician,
"Did you ever try to follow the argu

ment put up by tho flgurees an a tax- -

cab register?" --Wasthlngton Star,

Awful Thought,
"When I leave here I shall have to

depend on my brains for a living."
"Don't take such a pessimistic view

of things," Cornell Widow,

FINDS JAPAN FRIENDLY.

American Secrotary l Royally Enlor-talno- d

In Toklo.

Tokio "Unhappily, forces for evil

for unknown but Btnlfltor purposes con-atnntl- v

arc endeavoring by false ro- -

ports or other methods to crcnto condi

tions of 111 will or distrust uoiwccn

two neighboring peoples.

"Thoir rolatlons nro too firmly es-

tablished "and their interests nro too

distinct to admit of tho possibility of

any question arising between Jnpan

and tho United States, which will not

yield readily to the ordinary process of

diplomacy. Tho increased and more

intimate exchange of views between

tho two governments dispols all appre-

hensions on that score."
This utterance was mndo by Foreign

Minister Count Komuro in toasting
M. Dickinson, the American secretary
of war, at a banquet given by Count
Komura in honor of tho American cab-

inet officer. Mr. Dickinson and his

party arrived nt Yokohama on board

the steamer Siberia, and aftor an in-

formal reception at the American con-

sulate, camo on to Tokio.
Tho dinner was a brilliant affair.

Eighty persons But down to the table,
including Mnrnuis Kataura, the Japan
ese prime minister, and five members
of the cabinet; ndmirais, generals nnu

their ladies. After toasts
to President Toft and tho emperor hud
been proposed, respectively by Count
Komura and Thomas J. O'Brien, the
American ambassador, Count Komura
in proposing tho health of Mr. Dickin
son, referred to previous viBita to Jn
nun of Prnsldnnt Taft.

"These visits I recall," said the
foreign minister, "not only because his
norsnnnlitv endeared him to nil. but
because his insight and cnlm judgment
enabled him to appreciate ino truo
value of the sentiments entertained by
Japan for America.'

PARALYTIC LAD WALKS.

Church of God Followers Think Mir
aclo Is Porformod.

KansaB City, Mo. Eugene Bell and
his wife, of this city, believe a miracle
has been performed upon their son
Paul. 9 years old.

Paul has been helpless for a week
with infantile paralysis. His father,
an unordained minister of the Church
of God, and other members of that
church, have been trying the prayer
cure on the boy. They were praying
at the bedside at daybreak one morning
when Paul awoke. At 7 o'clock the
patient arose from his bed and walked
to the breakfast table and ate. He
could raise his arms almost as freely as
before the attack. Hib right leg, use
less for a week, supported him. The
family believes him cured in answer to
their prayers.

WAY TO APOLOGY SOUGHT.

Mediators Concerned With Adjusting
Peru-Ecuad- or Dispute.

Washington How best to arrange
for Peru and Ecuador to apologize to
one another for the stoning of their re
spectivc legations and consulates as a
result of the boundary disputes last
spring is one of the early problems
that has called the representatives of
three mediating nations, the United
States, Brazil and Argentine Republic,
into conference a Washington.

So much was learned on the second
day of the conference, July 16.

The carrying out of the first condi
tions of the mediation, the withdrawal
of the forces from the frontier and n
cessation of warlike preparations,
prompt demobilization and the return
to a normal peace basis also are
sought.

More Land to Be Opened.
Spokane Two remaining Indian re

servations in this state, the Yakima
and Colville, arc expected to be opened
to settlement within the next year, ac-
cording to Judge James W. Witten.
superintendent of land drawings for the
Interior department. Judge Witten is
en route to Coeur d'Alene, Idaho,
where the drawings for lots in Plum- -

mer and other townsitcs on the Coeur
d'Alene reserve will be held. AH the
landB that can be Irrigated on the
Yakima reserve will be awarded to the
Indians,, leaving only grazing lands.

Drexel Flies 21 Miles.
Bournemouth, England J. Arm

strong Drexel, a pon of Anthony Drex
el) of Philadelphia und London, and
the French aviator, Leon Morane. en
gaged in brilliunt performances of
over-se- a speed (lights. The start was
at the aerodrome across the Solent in
the direction of tho Isle of Wight,
thence round the Needles Hirhthouso
and back, a distance of 21 miles.
Tho Frenchman cohered It in 25 minu-
tes and tho American in 34 minutes.

Murderers to Bo Shot.
Salt Lake Citv Harrv Thnrnrv 1fl

years old, will be shot to death at tho
atato priBon September u next, for the
murder of George Fassell, a grocer.
Sentence was pronounced bv District
Judge Lewis. James Riley, who was
Thome's accomplice in the crime, and
who also must pay the death penalty,
according to tho verdict, will bo
tenced on July 23. Fassoll was killed
the niuht of March 2G lost. whn
Thorne. Riley and an unknown mnn
held up his store.

King Flies In Airship.
Brussels Kincr Ferdinand nf Pnl.

garia established tho record of lining
the firat monarch to go aloft in a heav-ier-than--

machine, when ho went
for a flight in a biplane with M. do la
Mfnno nt tho aorodromo at Klewitt.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AND
DDA1P17CC HI? AITO UAirn'am ' II viiiJL XJ AB.M-e- J v vwaw AAVill I J , I fl

EXTEND PORTAGE ROAD.
r

Conditions Proscrlbod by Legislature-Mo- t

by Enterprising Oltlzons.

ml... n..ll..Q Thn mnnnv for tllO t)Ur

chasing of tho Portngo road right of
way has been subscribed and tho exten-

sion from Big Eddy to thin city Is now

an assured fuct. Ucioro many wwi
tho actual construction work will bo

commenced.
For soveral months tho contractors,

who have tho construction work in

charge, have been gottlng material on

tho ground and at tho present timo all

of tho machinery, tics, rails, etc., am
here. Tho only thing that has boon

holding tho extension back has been
tho dolay In tho purchase of tho right
of way.

At tho lust session of tho lcgifllaturro
an appropriation wbb mado for tho ex-

tension of tho Portago road from Big
Eddy to thiB city. It wbb through tho
earnest endoavor of Scnntor N. J. Sin-no- tt

und others representing thlB dis-

trict thnt Buch action was taken. In
getting thiB appropriation it was nec-

essary for tho representatives of Tho
Dalles and vicinity to make a cctaln
pledge to Bhow good faith, thia prom-is- o

being thnt of right of way would

be furnisohd by tho cltizenB and a pub-

lic dock built by the city.
Several months ago tho city council

voted a bond issue of $10,000 for the
building of a public dock which will bo

built and ready for uso by the timo tho
extension of tho road ia finished.
There was a little deluy In starting the
ball rolling, but as Boon as tho merch-

ants and citlzcnB were called upon they
come through and tho money waa
raised In a very abort tlmo.

RACE COURSE TO BE CLEAR.

Government to Patrol River During
Astoria Regatta.

Astoria For the first time In the
history of tho Astoria regatta tho
course on the river will this year bo
officially taken notice of by tho Fede-
ral government Steps are now in
progress to this end, and that thoy will
be successful is undoubted, as proceed-
ings aro being taken through the prop-

er channel. A survey of the proposed
course was made and submitted to Col-

lector McGregor, who approved of it,
and then forwarded it to the depart-
ment of commerce and labor at Wash-
ington, which has authority over such
matters.

The survey was returned without ap-

proval and a suggestion was made as
to a change in the survey. This hna
ccn done, and the resurvcy

and when it is approved the de-

partment will promulgate a general or-

der directing that all vessels of every
character und description ahull keep
off the course during the hours of tho
races. Tho course will be patrolled by
government launches, and the master
of any vessel violating the order will
be subjected to a fine of $500.

Through Lino to Crater Lake.
Klamath Fulls L. W. Clapp, stage

lino operator, hna established an auto-
mobile service between Klamnth FallH
and Crater Lake. Mr. Clapp has tho
contract with the Southern Pacific to
handle tho through passenger service
from Sun Francisco to Crater Lake.
Tickets can bo purchased oithcr nt Snn
Francisco or Portland nnd way points
for the trip directly througth by wny
of this great naturnl wonder. From
San Francisco u ticket through will
mean that after tho arrival hero pas-
sengers can remain over night nnd the
following morning leave in an nuto for
the rim of Crater Lake whero thoy
will connect with another line from tho
other side.

Needs Cherry Pickers.
La Grande With the lurgeat crop

of cherries in tho history of Union
county "dead ripe," a cry has gone up
for nickers and nnnkorn. Tf In I

sible to get help to harvest tho bumper
crop. a ne crews now at work aro
lartrer than ever hefnrn mnlnvH i.nt'notwithstanding this the crop ia bo
iurRo mni mo augmented help cannot
handle it fuSt CnOllch. Ilnll.HH hnln la
obtained nt once tho orchurdista will
auatain heavy losses from lack of hdlp.

Surveyors Finsh Work.
Newport Morrip Wygunt has fin-ish- ed

a locution railroad
tho coast from Siletz buy to Yuquinu
uuy. ino preliminary Burvey was mndo
two years utto. Wvirunt
no statement, but from romiirka rlrnn.
ped nround camp it is believed tho
Spulding Lumber compnny, of Falls
City, ia behind tho
On the other hand, tho United Rail-- ,
ways company nas let a 24-mi- lo con-
tract for a line into Tillamook, which
ia 25 milea above Siletz buy,.

Lebanon Says Train Servico Bad,
Salem The railroad

ceived a comnlulnt. tmm thn ,.m.,..
Lebanon, Ore., of tho punscngcr ser-
vice afforded them between Lobanon
unuAioany on tho Southern Pacific
line. The comnlninnntu iiltra
tho Southern Pucific puascngor truinsaro seldom on timo and ita coachca aro
inadequate to comfortably curry pa-
trons from Lebanon to Albuny.

Gold Find Arouses Town,
Marahfiold It. in

there has been much gold found in tho
mountains about 80 milea southeast ofMyrtle Point. Thero Is a ruah ofpeople from Mvrtln Pninf u
posed rich district. For many yours
mlnlnp has been mrrln,l i
part of tho state, but neycr has paid
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