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INTERESTING INSIDE
RAILROAD HISTORY

Harriman Attgrney Gives
Reasons For Delay

CHAMBER OF COMMERGE
ASKS STATE AID

W. F. Neison Denies Oregon Trunk
Ling is Helding Wp Haesi:
man Wask

There wag & meeting of the Lranspor-
tution ¢owmittes of the Portland Cham-
ber of Commerce last Thursday, st
which time some interesting inside facts
regarding the railroad situntion in Cen-
tral Oregon eame to light The Cham-
ber of Commerce called a special meet-

= |ing for the purposs of discussing the

need of a railroad in Central Oregon,
and to take steps towards procuring
state aid in the eonstruction of railroads
needed, At the meeting a commitiee
of Portland business men was appointed
to go to Balem and work for the passage
of the bill now before the legislature,
which will give the state or districts of
the state power to build railroads, and &
resulution wae adopted calling for state
support for railromd construction,

Criticism of the Harriman policy at
this meeting brought from Mr. Cotton,
genersl couneel for the Harriman inter-
ests, rome interesting inside [acls re-
warding the proposed Harriman road up
the Deschutes. In effect Mr. Cotton
eharges that the delay has been forced
upon them by others, the Oregon Trunk
Line particularly, this company having
surveys identical for a portion of the
way with the Harriman project. Mr.
Cotton stated that the Qregon Trunk
Line hnd made twa distinot offers to
sell out to the Harriman interests, once
for $82,000, and later when half the
property had been sequired by Porter
Brothers, for $310,000. He says the
Harviman people consented to buy at
the first named price, and paid over
$17,000 on the price, but the Oregon
Trunk Line did not tranafer its rights,
and the money was returned.

It nlso developed that litigation be-
tween the two warring roads had been
in progress for mounthe, A representa-
tive of the Harriman road has also boen
in Wushington for several weeks, trying
to get action on the right-of-way maps
of the Deschiutes railroad, as the Harri-
man line is known, but without success.
Conflict with the Oregon Trunk Line,
and trouble over right-of-way on gov-
ernment land, are alleged 1o be the rea-
son for the present delay in the con-
struction of the Harriman line. Mr,
Cotton suggested that the Chariber of
Commerce could use its surplus energies
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STATEMENT BY M. NELBON

Regarding My, Cotlon's chiarges thal
the Oregon Trunk Line was delaying
the construction of the Harriman rasd
up the Deschutes, W, F. Nelson, who
promoted the Oregon Trunk Line, made
the following statement to » Portland
news, !

“H?Eum goes fnto detulls as to
how bls company has been struggling
gince 1008 1o build this rond into Cen-
tenl Oregon and even how lhie had helped
to earry down to the bank on July 24,
1008, $17,724.08 to buy off our company.
Thix was one of the Harriman bargain
days, hence the 99 cents. By the way,

an the way to the bank, so the Harri-
man officlal would vot faint before he
reached the benk.

“Mr, Opttap, in telling his tronbles,
did pot tell the othgr side. He says his
company staried in 1908 to ronn line
up the Deschutes river, but he does not
eay how far they rap the line. The fact is,
they located only about 38 miles in 1000,
and then quit work until Beptember,
1908, thinking they had delivered a
solar plexous blow, while the Oregon
Trunk had located ite line about 100
miles in 1906 and filed its maps.

“Mr. Cotton also attacked the right
of the Oregon Trunk Line to do business
in the State of Oregon, but at the sa.ne
time he admits he affered to pay $14,000
for the same rights and, in fact, they
offered more than twice that amount.
Why should he want to buy at any
price if we had no rights? Why should
he want the Chamber of Commerce to
help get these worthless rights out of
the way?

“] will tell you why. Beeause today
the Oregon Trunk Line is the anly bona
fide corporation in the Btate of Oregon
headed for (entral Oregon that is not
owned and controlled by the Harriman
system. They are aleo afraid it might
become a link in some other transcon-
tinental road. My, Cotton also puts
great stress on being held up by water
rights. Thiz s all bosh. The Oregon
Trunk Line s not being held op by the
walef coinpanies, so bis company could
not be,

“Another thing, In 1908, when Mr,
O'Brien started in to survey up the Des-
chutes, T asked him if he wanted to
build. He told me no, they did not, bat
they did not want anyone else to build,
as they might want to some day."

COW CANYON ROAD

Sufficient progress has been made in
the effort to secure a subscription of
$600 in Crook county for the rond work
in Cow Canyon, to justify the statement
that the Uuprovements contemplated
will be made, und that the work will be
started at once Although the money
lims not yet been collected together, a
good part of it has been subscribed, and
there js every assurance that the bal-
ance will be fortheoming.

In a letter to Max Lueddemann, Mr.
H. C. Rooper, county commissioner of
Wasco cotinty, who attended the road
meeting at Madras, says that at Hay-
creck he secured from the B. 8. & L. Co,
a subseription of $100, and that Mr.
Rice, member of the company, hae
taken the matter up with the Prine-
ville bosiness men, who will do their
part toward making the improvements.
Mr. Rice was at Prineville the last of
the week und brought the matter before
the Prineville Commerecial Club,

Mr. Rooper statea in his letter that
he has taken the matter up with the
county judge of Waseo county and hopes
to get the work started in the near fu-
tare. Wasco county was ready to g0
abead with the expenditure of at Jeast
$600 on the road; provided Orook connty
would subectibe that amount to help
with the work, and the subscription be-
ing assured, there Is no further reason
for delay,

ACREEMENT REACHED ON
320-ACRE HOMESTEAD

Washington, Feb, 11.—The conference
comnittes which has had the enlarged
homestead bill under consideration
practioally all of this session of congrese
yesterday came to an agreements The
bill as agreed upon and which undogbts
edly will become a Juw provides for S20.
aere homestead entries uf non-tmbered,
non-irrigable land 10 Westery whalen,
provided that in the sthté ol Utaly resi-
dence upon the lutid shall not be re-

quired until sfter the AEEregate noreage
of land entered under the wet reachfwl
2‘000&1) ncres, and providel no lund
shull be subject to entry until desig-
nutesl by' th ry of the Interior

ne not susceptible of I
vout . lll:ﬂl‘::: o~
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DESGHUTES ROAD
T0 START AT ONCE

Announcement Comes
From Mr. O'Brien

HARRIMAN ORDERS T0O
HASTEN THE WORK

Wil Bulld From Mouth Of Desghutes
Te Redmond--Line Will Cogt
$4,773,000.

The Harriman ling into Central Ore.
gon §a to be bpilt at once, constraetion
baviog been opdered to hegio withgus
delay on the line up the Pesphyjtes
river. This anpouncement was mada
by General Manager O'Brien of the O,
R. & N, Compnuny nt Portland Monday,
when he received telegraphic sdviees
fram Ohicago giving bim authority,
Wark will begin on the new line as soon
as right-of-way obstaclen can be res
moved and contracts let for the work,

The first link of the North and South
road across Central Oregon will be built
from the mouth of the Deschutes river
to Redlmond, s distance of 130 miles.
The line follows up the Deschutes river
aa far as the month of Trout creek,
where it leaves the eanyon of the Des.
thutes and comes out onta the high
plstean bordering the rivep, cramipg
the East side of Agepcy Pluing and ex-
tending Sayth a8 far as Redmond by
the Trail Oroseing route. It 18 estimat-
ed that it will reguire between a yeaw
and 18 monthe to complete the line ta
Rodmond, and that the cost will be $4.-
773,0). The line chosen for the Cens
tral Oregon road is the most expensive
of the wseyeral proposed Harriman
routes, but it is a water-grade line and
the least expensive to operate because
of the low grades.

It is also announced that construe-
tion work will be pushed al] along the
line from the mouth of the river tq
Madras, 80 a8 to complete the line in
the shortest possible time. From this
vlace on South the work is compargtive-
Iy light.

The survey for the Deschules road
passes through Madras, apd extends
from this place South around Juniper
Butte and with a crossing over Crooked
river at Trail Crogsing. Threes surveys
were run for the proming over Willow
creek at Madras; One East of the town
with a crossing near the Phillips dam;
n second wlong the Eastern edge of the
plaing with & erossing over the head of
Willow creek gorge just West of town,
and the third crossing the flat near the
Madras flouring mill. It is pot known
which of these routes will be chosen,
further than that the choice lies bee
tween the two lust-pnamed roules, either
of which ibsores thes permanency of

Madras as the trading center of a large
territary,
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SHERMAN COUNTY
DEBATERS WIN OUT

——

Moro, Or., Feb. 11.—Crook County
high school met the Sherman County
ligh school team in joint debate last
evening, being defeated by a vote of 3
to 1. An interested andience heard the
debate and gave applanse to both teams,
The suliject was: “Resalved, That the
Federal Government should establish o
parcels post in connection with the pos-
tal aystem. "

Sherman county had the affirmative,
being represented by Dayton Hendricks,
Veda Dunlap and Mus Swmith. The
negintive was represented by Walford
Belknap, Prank Lafollotte and  David
Pickett. The judges were Rev. Herbert
White, Professor Young and Mrs. U. 8.
Dodge, all of The Dulles.

Armangements sré now being made
for the winning Sherman County  tenni
to meet the Umatills connty chumpions
ut Pendleton,
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ITEMS FROM OUR EXCHANGES
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Cattte Bring Good Priges

Cattle are enttle these days. Buyers
wre payiog 5f cents for fal steers delly-
ered at Shaniko pow, and reports say
they are enger to buy large bLunches g
this phenominal price, the ever
recelved hore. When it is onderstood
that B} cents means spproximately $70
for a prime stoer, People can readily ges
what the eattle industry iy to the conp-
lr;udlnwluulm Ty Tuposts it (e
© uim:-'l that there m A8

in thie county now ue YR
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