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Strong and Steady
By HORATIO ALGER, JR.

CUAPTEK II. (Continued.)
At live o'clock on the afternoon of the

day after Mr. Conrad's death, Mr. Drum-nion- d

entered the house, which was on
the opposite side ot the street from the
store. This was the supper hour, and
tupper was ready upon the table.

A single glance was sufficient to show
thai Mr. Drnniniond was not a man to
indulge in luxurious living. There was a
plate of white bread, cut in thin slices,
n small plate of butter, half a pie, and
a plate of cake. A small pitcher of milk,
a bowl of coarse brown sugar, and a pot
ot the cheapest kind of tea completed the
preparations for the evening meal. Cer-
tainly there was nothing extrnvagant
ntiout these preparations; but Mr. Drum-tnon- d

thought otherwise. His attention
was at once drawn to the cake, and

a frown gathered ujon his face.
"Are you going to have company to-

night, Mrs. Drummond Y" he nsked.
"Not that I know of," answered his

ife, in some surprise.
"Thou why is it that you have put both

(lie and cuke on the table?"
"The cake is a cheap kind."
"No cake is cheap, Mrs. Drummond. I

tnke it you used eggs, butter and sugar
in making it. You are probably not
aware that nil these articles are very dear
a- - present. Until they get lower we need
not have cake, except when company is
present. Take away the cake, if you
please. You can save it for Sunday even-mg.- "

"I am afraid it will be dried up by that
lime."

"If it is dry, you can steam it. I have
continually to check you in your extrava-
gant tastes. Cake and pie, indeed ! If
you had your way, you would double my
household expenses."

Mrs. Drummond rose from the table,
and meekly removed the offending cake.
Just then the third and only other mem-

ber of the family entered.
This was Joshua Drummond, the only

son, now eighteen years of age. though he
looked scarcely more thnn sixteen. He in-

herited his father's meanness, but not his
fmgality. Ho was more
and, though he grudged spending money
for others, was perfectly ready to spend
as much as he could get hold of for

CHAPTER III.
Over Joshua, Mr. Drummond had less

control than over his wife. The latter
gave way meekly to his unreasonable re-

quisitions ; but Joshua did not hesitate to
l make opposition, being as selfish and self-wille- d

as his father, for whom he enter-

tained neither respect nor affection.
In silence he helped himself to bread

and butter, and In due time accepted a
piece of pie, which Mrs. Drummond made
larger at the expense of her own share.
Finally Mr. Drummond remarked:

"I've had a telegram to-d- from ."

"From Willoughby?" repeated his wife.
"Isn't that where your cousin, William
Conrad, lives?"

"He doesn't live there any longer. He's
dead. The funeral is to, be day after to-

morrow."
"Shall you go?"
"Yes. It will cost me considerable; as

much as five dollars or more; but he was
my cousin, and it is my duty to go." said
Mr. Drummond, with the air of u man
who was making a great sacrifice.

"He was rich, wasn't be?" asked
Joshua, becoming Interested.

"Probably worth a hundred thousand
dollars," said his father, complacently.

"I should think he might have left me
something," said Joshua.

"He never saw you, Joshua," said his
mother.

"Joshua stands a better chance of get-

ting a legacy from one who doesn't know
him than from one who does," said Mr.
'Jrummond, with grim pleasantry.

"He leaves children, doesn't he?"
"One child a boy. Let me see, he must

be fifteen by this time. It's likely I will
b appointed his guardian. I'm the near-

est relative."
"Will he come here, then?" asked

Joshua.
"Very probably."
"Then I hope you'll live better, or he

won't stand it."
"When I require any advice from yon,

Joshua, I will apply for it," said his
father. '

Joshua inwardly hoped that bis father
would be appointed guardian, for he hop-

ed that in this event it would make a dif-

ference in the family living; and, besides
if his cousin were rich, he meant to whee-

dle himself into his confidence, in the hope
of future advantage.

Jacob put off going to Willoughby till
the morning train on the day of the fu-

neral. The next day, therefore, he start-
ed, taking with him in his valise a lunch
of bread and meat tied up In a piece of
brown paper. Shortly after his arrival,
he called at the house of mourning.

"I am Jacob Drummond of Stapleton,
die cousin of the deceased," he explniued
to Nancy, who opened the door to admit
him. "Is my young relative, Mr. Con-

rad's son, at home?"
"Yes, sir," said Nancy, taking an in-

ventory of his features, and deciding that
he was a very disagreeable looking man,

Mr. Drummond was ushered into the
parlor, where he had a little chance to
look around him before Walter appeared.
Mr. Drummond rose at his entrance.

"I suppose you don't know me," he
enid; "but I was your father's nearest
living relation."

"Mr. Drummond, I believe."
"Yes, Jacob Drummond of Stapleton.

You have probably heard your father
speak of me?"

"Yes, sir," said Walter
"I camo us soon us I could after get-

ting iu, lcgram, 1 left my business to
take care of iivl. I wanted to offer you

-- my sympathy on your sad loss."
Mr. Drummond's words were kind,

though the reference to his sacrlfico iu
leaving his business might have been as
well left out. Still Walter could not feel

as grateful as ho wanted to do. Somehow
ke didn't fancy Mr. Drummond.

"You are very kind." uo said.

"I mean to be. You know I'm your
nearest relation now. I truly feel for von
In your desolate condition, and though It
may not be the right time to say It, I
must tell you I hope, when the funeral is
over, you will accompany me home and
share our humble hospitality. Mrs. Drum
mond joins me in the invitation."

"1 have not had time to think of future
nrrungcincnts," said Walter ; "but 1 thank
you for your invitation.'

"My son Joshua, too," said Mr. Drum
mond, "is longing to make your acquaint
nnce. He is older than you, but not much
larger. Joshua is eighteen, but he will
make a very pleasant companion for you
Let me hope that you will accept my in'
vitntion."

"Thank you, Mr. Drummond; I will
consult my friends about it."

"I wonder how much 1 could venture
to nsk for board," thought Mr. Drum
mond. "If I nm his guardian I can fix
that to suit myself. A hundred thousand
dollars would make me a rich man. That
is, I could m ake money from it without
injuring the boy."

Mr. Drummond asked a few more ques
tions about Mr. Conrad's sickness and
death. Walter answered them, but did
not hink it necessary to speak of his
losses by the mining company. Mr. Drum-
mond was a stranger, and not a man to
inspire confidence. So Walter told as lit-

tle as he could. At length the visitor,
having exhausted inquiries, rose.

"I shall be here he said.
"I shall return to Stapleton after the
ceremony. I hope you will make up your
mind to go back with me."

"I could not be ready so soon," an-
swered Walter, doubtfully.

"I can .wait till next day."
"That will not be necessary, Mr. Drum-

mond. I shall have no difficulty in mak-
ing the journey alone, if I conclude to ac-
cept your kind invitation."

Mr. Drummond shook our hero's hand
sympathetically, and at length withdrew.
As he went down the avenue, he took a
backward glance at the handsome man-
sion in which his cousin had lived.

"That boy owns all that property," he
said, half enviously, "and never worked
a day for it. I've had to work for all
my money. But it was foolish to spend
so much money on a house. A third the
sum would have built a comfortable house,
and the rest might have been put at in-

terest. If it turns out that I am the
boy's guardian, I think I shall sell it.
That'll be the best course."

CHAPTER IV.
The funeral was over. Mr. Drummond,

as indeed his relationship permitted, was
one-- of the principal mourners. Consider-
ing that he had not seen Mr. Conrad for
five years preceding his death, nor during
that time communicated with him in nny
way, he appeared to be very much over-
come by grief. He kept his eyes covered
with a large white handkerchief, and his
movements indicated suppressed agitation.
II"? felt that this was a tribute due to a
cousin who had left over one hundred
thousand dollars. When they had return-
ed from the grave he managed to have a
word with Walter.

"Have you decided to accept my offer,
and make your home beneath my humble
roof?" he asked.

"There has been no time to consult with
my friends here, Mr. Drummond. I will
let you know next week. I thank you at
any rate for your kindness."

"Do come, Walter," said his cousin,
twisting his mean features into an affec-

tionate smile. "With yon beneath my
humble roof, I shall want nothing to com-

plete my happiness."
Jacob Drummond went back to Staple-to- u

ignorant of the state of Mr. Conrad's
affairs and regarding Walter as a boy of
great wealth.

When the will was opened it was found
to bear date two years back, before Mr.
Conrad had plunged into the speculation
which had proved so disastrous to him.
He bequeathed all the property which he
did possess to Walter, with the exception
of five hundred dollars, which were left
as a legacy to his faithful housekeeper,
Nancy Forbes. At the time the will was
made, its provisions made Walter heir to
a large fortune. Now It was quite uncer-

tain how things would turn out. Clement
Shaw, the village lawyer, an honest and
upright man, was made executor, being an
old and tried friend of the deceased.

With his Walter had a long and conf-

idential conversation, Imparting to him
what he knew of his father's mining spec-

ulation and its disastrous result, with its
probable effect In accelerating his death.

"I knew something of this before, Wal-

ter," said Mr. Show. "Your father spoke
to me of being largely interested in the
Great Metropolitan Mining Company;
but of the company Itself and the extent
to which be was involved 1 knew noth-

ing."
"I think my father must have been

very seriously "involved," said Walter. "It
may, perhaps, swallow up the whole prop-

erty."
"Let us hope not. Indeed, I can hardly

believe that your father would have ven-

tured in so deep as that.'
"He hod every confidence In the com-

pany; he thought he was going to double
his money. If only a part of his propel ty
was threatened, I don't think it would
have had such an effect upon him."

"I will thoroughly examine Into the af-

fair," said Mr. Shaw. "Meanwhile, Wal-te- r,

hope for the best! It can hardly be

that the whole property is lost. Do not
be too anxious."

"Do not fear for me on that account,"
said Walter. "I always looked forward
to being rich, It is true, but for ull that I

can bear poverty. If the worst comes,

and I am penniless, I am strong, and can
work. I can get along us well as thou
sands of other boys, who have to support
themselves."

Walter did not speak boastfully by any
means, but In a calm, confident way, that
argued a consciousness of power.

"Yes," said the lawyer, rcgaruing mm
attentively, "I think you are right there.
You are just the boy who can make his
own way; but I hope you will no be
obliged to do bo."

"1 am young ana strong, nancy im
spent her best years In my father's ser-
vice, and sh Is no longer young. It is
right that she should have some provision.
Resides, my father meant her to have It,
and I want to carry out his wishes."

"Thts is all very generous, Walter; hut
I nm afraid It is inconsiderate. It would
not he your lather's wish to provide even
for Nancy, however faithful she may have
bten, at the expense of his son."

"It is right," said Walter. "Resides,
Mr. Shaw, ,1 find that Nancy had laid up
six hundred dollars, which she hud depos-
ited in my father's hands. That also must
be paid, If there Is enough to pay it ; if
not, I will take it upon myself to pay
whenever I nm able."

"You're nn excellent boy, Walter," said
MrShnw. "I always had a good opinion
of you, and I find It Is more than deserv-
ed. I honor yon for the resolution you
have expressed, though I cannot quite
agree with you alwut the five hundred dol-

lars. As to the debt, that must be paid,
If there is money enough to pay it. Rut
wo can leave the further discussion of this
question foi the present. Now let us
consider what Is to become of you in the
meantime. You were at the Essex Classi-
cal Institute, I believe?"

"Yes, sir."
"You would like to go back again,

suppose."
"No, Mr. Shaw. It is an expensive

school, and while it is uncertain how my
father's affairs will come out, 1 should
not feel justified In going there."

"Perhaps you are right. Of course,
you cannot stny here, and keep house by
yourself. I would Invite you to my own
house, but my wife is nn invalid, and I
have to consider her in the matter."

''Thank you, Mr. Shaw; but 1 think
perhaps I had better accept the offer of
Mr. Drummond of Stapleton. He invites
me to make my home ot his house, and for
the present, perhaps, that will be the best
arrangement."

Nancy was much troubled at the,

thought of parting from Walter, whom
shf hnd known from his infancy; but a
situation was immediately offered her in
the village, and Walter promised to tnke
her as his housekeeper whenever he had a
home of his own, and this comforted her,
although it was likely to be a long time
until then, since our hero was at present
but fifteen.'

He wrote a brief letter to Stapleton ai
fellows :

"Mr. Drummond :

"Dear Sir I will accept the invitation
you were kind enough to extend to me, for
the present, nt least, and will come to
Stapleton about the middle of next week.
You nre the only relation of my father
that I know of, nnd I think it would ba
his wish that I should go to you. If it
should be Inconvenient for you to receive
me at that time, please write me at once.
Yours respectfully,

"WALTER CONRAD."
In return, Walter received a letter

couched in the most cordial terms, in
which Mr. Drummond signed himself,
"Your affectionate cousin." He was de-

lighted, he said, to think that he was
about to receive, under his humble roof,
the son of his revered and lamented
cousin. He himself met Wnltcr at the
depot.

"I am delighted to welcome you to Sta-
pleton, my young friend," he said, shak-
ing his hand cordially. "In the affliction
which has come upon you, let me hope
tliat you will find a haven of rest beneath
my humble roof."

Walter made suitable acknowledgments,
and proceeded to walk beside Mr. Drum-
mond to the house which he termed hum-

ble.
It did not deserve that name, being a

substantial two-stor- y bouse, rather ugly,
architecturally, but comfortable enough in
appearance.

"That is my humble dwelling," said Mt.
Drummond. pointing it out. "It is not
equal to the splendid mansion in which
you have been accustomed to live, but my
worldly circumstances differ widely from
those of your late lamented parent. That
is my son, Joshua, who is looking out of
the front window. I hope you may become
good friends, considering how nearly you

art-- related."
(To be continued.)

ToollililficlfH.
"As we have bootblacks so they've

got toothblncks In the Sunda Islands,"
said a traveling man. ,

"What Is a toothblnck?"
"Don't you know? A toothblnck la

nn old womnn with n pot of black
paint, n gold leaf book anil n set of
vegetable brushes. From hut to hut she
passes, and for n small fee n ynm, u
bunch of bananas, three cocoannts she
pnlntB the Sundn Islander's teeth a glis
tening black nil but the two rront
teeth. These Hhe gilds. And the Sun-- -

da Islander thereafter rocs about with
a Kinlle revenllng n truly
knock-me-dow- n dental display, a black
and cold symphony. It Is n common

trick among the seinlelvlllzed to color
the teeth. In Macassar dark grown Is

the popular hue, nnd In Jnpnn among
the unenlightened classes the teeth of
wives are always painted black. In
such countries the toothblnck is nn In

stitution. She goes from house to
house ns full of gossip as n barber."
New Orleans Times-Democra- t.

I'nliiK-i- l IleiorlM.
It is not every one who enjoys a

Joke nt his own expense. The Judgo

ho nolnted with his cane nnd exclaim
ed; "There Is n great rogue at the end
of my cuno," was intensely enraged
when the man looked hard at Iilni and
asked, coolly;

"At which end, your honor.''
A .friend of Cumin's was bragging

of Jils attachment to the Jury system,
nnd said:

"With trial by Jury I hnvo Uvea,

and, by the blessing of God, with trlul
by Jury I will die."

"Oh." said Currnn. In much amaze- -

ment, "then you've made up your mind
lo be hanged, Dick?" Tft-IJIt- s.

Cruel.
Runner So the celebrated ppet mar

ried Mrs. I'cuner, the short-stor- y

writer?
rsnvnr Yes. nnd some of their wed

ding presents were cruel Insinuation.
Gunner Wlmt did tliey recoivo?
Guyer Sixteen waste baskets eintxd

Juried wltn ribbons.

P'Jlflffi
itLViiftirCV Yfs Atr,.ir.i wuh an unknown crop n

Knrni I.nlmr.
One of the greatest problems con-

fronting agriculture Is competent furm
help that can be secured at a compen-

sation proportionate to the net earn-

ings for the farmer. Manufactures,
mining and railroads furnish employ-

ment to n vast number of workers who

nre under trained foremen nnd their
, ,lu. r,0s

wages nre graduated according to
products are better,

amount of product they can turn oui

Manufacturers and transportation cor

porntlona capitalized and tne
.

in

be

tip
list

me

are
vestment Is required to ed r,. ! Z production
dividend for the stockholders "Tug in the United States.
earnings are expected

will .,o27;,o ,, of sugar
and fixeddividends, operating expenses

t.,is..,Ulil.:t5 while Michigan
,n1i nrtui stmt CM

conduct affairs In emergencies and dur-

ing panics without stopping dividends.

The fanner Is compelled to compete

In the open market for to conduct

his agricultural operations. While the

fanner Is delighted If his Investment

returns a reasonable profit, he has uo

r.ciursc If the sensim's results are con-

ducted nt a loss. The manufacturer In

of financial stringency to protect
stockholders discharges part of his

force, reduces their wages or his

plant on shorter hours. The fanner
can only protect himself from exorbi-

tant wages by the purchase of costly
labor-savin- g mnchlnery.

The world moves forward and the
higher cost of living, the Increase In

value of lands and the higher
Iiri .es of agricultural products will not

noon revert to old low standards. The

fanner will not find cheap labor d

In the market except by inelll-clen- t

employes.
Agriculture Is annually becoming

more of a business proposition nnd the
standard of labor advanced on the
irm. The lnborer must under-

stand modern agricultural machinery
nnd how to operate It to obtain employ-

ment. Machinery Is too expensive to
be trusted Inexperienced opera-

tors, and the man who can skillfully
handle modern farm Implements Is In

demand on the farm at a wage scale

that will compare favorably with the
employes In Industrial enterprises.

Farmers are now practical business
men and the majority of them keep
books on operations nnd know the
nmount of their profit loss annual-
ly. Fanning as a profession Is Incom-

ing more attractive and diversified
Inbor needs to be more skilled to meet
new conditions of agriculture. The In-

ducements are potential for young men
t.t qualify as laborers the
field offers ns brilliant prospects ns
any other profession. The farmer Is

not so much In quest of cheap labor us
elllclent help and Is willing to pay a

scale proportionate to the ability
and proficiency of the laborer as nn

farm hand. Goodall's Farmer.

Cat-eriu- Trunk In 11 liner
To carry n trunk or any bulky nr-tlc-

In n small buggy, make a frame
out of two pieces of one one-hal- f

by two-Inc- h scantlings eight feet
Nail a board the ends ns shown

HOW TO CAUUV THE TltUNK.

In A of the accompanying Illustration.
Place the free beneath the seat
and under the foot rest Iu front, letting
the frame extend behind the buggy. The
trunk or explains Prairie Fanner,
can lie placed on the enil of the
frame behind the seat of the buggy. It
should be tied on.

Variously Preserved.
Eggs are preserved In many

ways besides cold storage. Often the
presorvntlvfc Is effected by excluding
the nlr by coating, covering or Immers-
ing the some material or solu-

tion being used which may or may not
ho u germicide. An old domestic meth-
od Is to pack the eggs in oats, or
wilt; another consists In covering the
eggs llino water, mny or
limy contnln In Germany
sterilization Is effected by placing Iu
boiling water from twelve to fifteen sec-

onds. Sometimes they are treated to a
solution alum or salicylic acid, Oth-
er methods consist In varnishing
a solution of permanganate of potash,
varnishing with collodion or shellac;
packing In peat dust, preserving In
wood ashes, treating a solution of
boric ncld and water glss, varnishing
with vaseline, preserving In wa-

ter, preserving In a solution of water
glass. The hiBt three methods huvo
proved most successful, Infcrtllo eggs
will keep mueli better thnn fertile eggs
by any maimer of preservation

few
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It has not been since the union

was produced only In few short rows
c.,r fi.nillv use. Now tho onion crop Is

one of Texas' best advertisements. Tho
,.rrn in rnlsu for the niuruet me

dicinal plants began with one enter- -

prNtig citizen of Grayson uiuiuy ouiy
lino Isr,.w vcars co. this
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I, f.'utl'lt
"

rnllfornla are closely matched for sec

ond place, producing HKi.UOO.OOO and
ltll,K)0.(MK) pounds, respectively, me
sugar beet crop In this country last
year brought Sl.iWO.OOO.

The present year will be an Impor-

tant season for experiments with the
sugar beet In Texas. Let the tests 1st

made under as good conditions as pos-

sible. There Is really no doubt as to
the results In localities where the soil

Is of the right density nnd quality.
Lands that produce fine crops of beets
of the ordinary variety or the "biggest
turnips In the world" nre quite sure to

break a few records In sugar beets If

given a fnlr test.- - Galveston News.

Iitinrovril t'lilekrn Coop.
The diagram shows a convenient way

to make n coop for the joiiltry yard,
of which the special feature Is its door.
Procure a box of the right dimension- -

and saw a hole, d, hi one end. Then
strengthen the 1kx with narrow strip- -

of wood, b c. on each side of the hole.

hinof.u:hs noon run a coop.

b a This nets as a groove for the
door, a, to slide In. Thus you have a
sliding door, which opens and shuts
wltli the greatest ease. Tlie front of
the coop Is Inclosed with lath, or nar-

row strips, placid 11 to 3 IiiuIum

ajurt. The top should be covered with
a good grade of roofing paper to make
It waterproof. A coop of this sort
should Ihj '1 to 'Vj feet long. 1(1 Inches

liI and not Iras than '20 Inches high,
while '2 feet would be better. Rlchnnl
Monti! re. In Farm and Home.

Thf J mine uml $1 IVhrnt.
Mniid Miller, In tlu Hummer's heat,
Raked tlie inendow thick with wheat.

The judge rode slowly down the lane,
Smoothing his horse's chestnut mane.

"Willi wheat at n dollar per," wild he.
"This iimid is about the size for me,"

Then he smiled nt her nnd she blushed at
him,

And over the meadow fence he dim.

"Will you mnrry me, sweet maid?" h
said.

And she told him "Yes," nnd they were
wed.

Alas for timiden, nlns for Judge.
For old designer nnd wheat-fiel- d drudgn

Iord pity them both and pity us all,
For Maud didn't own the wheat at all.

And the Judge remarked when he learnnl
th; cheat :

"Don't talk to me nlwit dollar wheat 1"
San Francisco Argonaut,

IIimt Aiilinnlx Oiicliir Tlieiimrl vm,
Man might often take from the lower

animals a lesson as to the cure of him-
self when III. All sorts of animals suf-
fering from fever eat little, lie quiet In
dark, airy places and drink qunntltles
of water. When a dog loses his npim-tlt- e

he knows where to find chlendeiit
dog grass which acts as a purgative

and emetic. Sheep and cows, when 111,

seek certain herbs. Any iiiilmal suffer-
ing from chronic rheumatism keeps ns
far ns possible In the sun. if a chim-
panzee be wounded he has been seen
to stop the bleeding by a planter of
chewed up leaves and grass.

I'll nil II I iil;
Tho horse Is man's best friend, there-

fore ho Is deserving of a friend's treat-
ment.

Don't forget that the barnyard ma-
nure Is the best d fertilizer you
can obtain.

Pasture makes the cheajM-k- t hog feed
on the farm and clover makes the best
hog pasture.

Don't Jet money act as a padlock on
your heart and shut In all the kindness
and happiness.

Tlie aiiliiial that has n full, hrlglu
eye Is apt to be healMiy. And a moist
noso Is another Indication of health.

The man who keeps his troubles to
himself Is better thought of tlm II III!

who burdens his neighbors with tliem,
The nelghls)rs have their own troubles
to think nlsHit.

Little things on the farm umount to
ns much In thu end ns they do Iu nny
other JniHluoHs, yet the farmer as a rule
does not pay as much attention to do
tails na does the city buslnoi matt

theweSoy
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1808 Charles Dlckeiu left ih. iu
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nmce with the Slum IndUu

t870 Queen Victoria declard Ebm

of India.
1807 Grant's tomb, Ithfmlde Pifi,,
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