
The Roupell Mystery
By Austyn Granville

CHAPTKU XIV.
The Vlcomte de Vallar wns seated alone

m his private, room In the offlcc of the
Mutual Credit nnd Trust Company. It
was n luxuriously furnished apartment.
The chairs were deep, roomy nnd soft.
They seemed on purpose to lull one is Max Itaumout he Is 'rne walked on side by sldo
Into feelings of security. It was
ten o'clock in the morning. The vicomte's
private secretary had just retired loaded
down with papers and Instructions. His
employer sat at the table, a pllo of docu-
ments on either side, and before him a

list

and says
The

Ingle which an astonishing those "who are open to ar cum cuts
of figures appeared. that Is it, my friend ; open

Minute and still I arguments," echoed vlcomte.
the went on. At last he threw "Of your usually kind," add- - business this gentlemnn."
down and walked to the "our andover Chabot. "Every man has his price, to

conoeaiea ny mo cur- - De nowadays,
tains, he looked out on the throng of peo- -

i
Pie which passed up and down street. Jl "J"
Hut he hardly noticed anybody. He was
really lost In his reflections.

He Indeed, good reason to be
thoughtful. A gigantic scheme, the float-
ing of which would insure him very large
returns, had that very morning been put
by him before a syndicate of capitalists,
it was no less a one than consolida-
tion of the docking Interests of a great
French seaport. The plan was to bring
ill the owners together and form a trust
an what is known as the American plan,
ind then the dock tolls. With
existing keen competition and the low
charges resulting therefrom, that property
it 'present yielded but a small return for
tbe capital invested.

The idea was a brilliant one. It would
aet the Mutual Credit and Trust Com-

pany, if successful, three million francs.
nd the Mutual Credit and Trust Com-

pany virtually meant Vicomte de Va-

llar. He had already enlisted considera-
ble financial aid in support of the scheme.
Ho was that morning expecting an addi-
tion to his forces in the person of M.
D'Auburon, the friend of that very useful
M. Chabot, who had introduced him to
the vicomte but a few days previously.

To sell this young man a big of
lharea in new enterprise, would, the
vlcomte thought, not be a very difficult
task. He bad entertained him at his
house only an evening or two ago. The
splendor of that occasion could not have
failed to properly impress him.

Then his wife, the vicomtesse, had so
seconded his efforts to make D'Au-buro- n

feel that he was in good hands. She
had talked glibly of their country place, a
Magnificent establishment on the outskirts
of the famous forest of Fontainbleau. of

course,

rides, of and evil. must
tbo of far me to Bourse this I

roar of Those marvel- - heavy and need
ous eyes of hers looked very assistance."

and his Valiar Jules
Valiar smiled how the of

few who had come within their
had gotten away A knock at
the door aroused him.

"Come In," he cried out, and Jules Cha-3- ot

entered the room.
"Where is your friend D'Auburon?"

was de Valiar's first question.
M. Chabot did not immediately reply.

He sank into a chair. He seemed anx-
ious and worried, and out of sorts.

"What on earth's the matter you?
You're not are ejaculated

"It's my nerves. I think.
o strong they used to be."

"You haven't been yourself for some
rime, ever that affair at Ville-neuve- ,"

remarked dc Valiar, sympathet-
ically.

Chabot Bhuddered, and hid his face in
bis bands as if to shut out horrible
sight.

"Don't speak of he almost
so was his voice. "Yes,

waH enough to upset anybody."
was a peculiar hardship on you,

Jules, just as you were on tbe point of
succeeding as you say with let me see,
what's name Mademoiselle Emily,
wasn't it?"

"Let's change the I came to
tell you something about D'Auburon. I
have discovered, on inquiry, that be is
even better than I expected.
big a block of had you put apart
for him in United Company?"

"A thousand shares I would be
You Collrt-Itempli-n brings

us a large following, and there are Bom-par- d

and the rest. Still, subscrib-
ers will doubtless fail us at laht mo-

ment. Why do you ask?"
"It is not He has some very

wealthy friends. Only last night he was
peaking of one, who, says, follows his

lead He is a Swiss. He pays
periodical visits to Paris, and it is said
Invests very largely in that
trikes his

"That's not bad news. What is this
Crcesus' name?"

"He did not tell me," replied Chabot.
He simply said if he well enough

of venture to put hi own money in,
that he would advise his friend to do like-

wise, if we needed capital.
What are shares to him 7"

of course. It is easier to sell at
nar than at fifteen francs on the one hun

in It."
"A proof concern this dock

will stand a good deal of replied
the "After all, what does it
matter? All people will a
chance to out a when

our first quarterly dividend. Those
whom wo to make use of In tbe fu
ture can a hint to unload
their holdings."

"But ultimately the loss falls on

"And that somebody Is the public who
cares for us well about as ns

them."
M, the

banker for an hour, re-

maining of the scheme. A
printed of the prospectus had to
be over; the first directors of tbe
tomp&ay had to be care Uk-- a

to slace upon the the namw of

such capitalists as would tho pub-
lic with

"Let me see," said tho banker, running
his eyes over n which he
held in his hand. "Wo havo Linuelet.
Bousent, of Bousent; the elder Paltois

with In case we get to an issue.
remainder of the board must be iriven to
the dock people. They will, of
expect some representation."

"To be acquiesced "but
we must contrive to with us only

upon
irray "Yes,

after passed, the
persuasive with

his pencil, ed came, Herr Gold
ttiuuuw. sure,

the I'T
had,

the

raise the

the

block
the

lbly

ill,

viiiivn, U1J UVni ICllVHi
proportions of which our ances-

tors never dreamed. They were as
dishonest then, if you call manipulation
dishonesty, which I candidly confess I
don't but Ideas were smaller.
Hence the difference. he added,
laying bis impressively upon the
other's sleeve, "this thing must go
through. I think you, above ail others,
are aware the necessity. The fact is,
my dear Chabot, there been
heavy pulls on the Mutual Credit
lately. One cannot eight per cent on
special deposits and always be sure of

more by using the depositors'
money. Then there was the dividend on
the Ardennes Charcoal and Com-
pany. You know it was never earned:
but we decided that it would be best to
pay one."

"Well, the was you placed
the bonds at par, didn't you?"

"At to the public, course, but
Herr Goldstein's commission took the gilt
off the gingerbread. However, he took
them all at eighty-fiv- e. I could not have
placed them to such good advantage."

interest comes due on the six-
teenth. I suppose it is useless to cross
that bridge until we come to it."

"Before the sixteenth this dock com-
pany will be floated. The bank's profit
on that will more than meet tbe interest
of the Charcoal and Company
bonds."

if it isn't floated?" hnzarded
Chabot.

"If it Isn"t floated the inevitable
will begin, or it can be averted in

way. my dear about which
I cannot talk at present. But we will not

woodland moonlit waters, anticipate Come, you accom- -

felicities rural life away from pany the morning,
the and din Paris. a deal pending,

had Into his your
toul enthralled senses. As the Vicomte de and

De as thought Chabot left office the Mutual
influence

unscathed.
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and Trust Company a small-size- d

man issued from a cafe on the opposite
side of the street and walked in an ap-
parently careless and preoccupied manner
in tbe same direction. He followed them
until they turned into a broker's office.
Presently they came forth again, nnd in
company with a third person continued to
walk In the direction of the Bourse.

This third person was Herr Max Gold-
stein, one of the shrewdest dealers in se-

curities in the whole of Paris. He was
tbe broker to whom tbe vicomte I had en-

trusted the sale of the first mortgage
bonds of tbe Ardennes Charcoal and Peat
Company. He was a heavy, thickset fel-

low, with little, cunning eyes, which had
been set together as closely as nature
would allow; had not an enormous none
grown between them, he would perhaps
have had only one large eye In the- center.
He bad a habit of cocking up his bead
when in conversation, and of listening
with his mouth wide open. He had com-
menced life in Berlin as a bootblack with
a second-han- d outfit. At the conclusion
of the first day's work he had accumu-
lated to buy the best in the
city. In a week be had concluded that
open air work was not to his liking, nnd
took his business off the street into a
basement, where be thrived apace.

Then the brilliant Idea struck him of
and selling theater tickets at cut

rates. From this he gravitated into lot-
teries; from lotteries Into small curb-
stone speculations. Hardly, able to write
his own name, the instinct was so
strongly developed in him that in ten
years he had accumulated a very consid-
erable fortune.

Why Herr Goldstein had not continued
his uninterrupted career of prosperity in
Berlin was a mystery to his friends in

As be seemed to have plenty of
money, however, none of them had ever
dreamed of inquiring why he preferred
the French to the German capital as a
base for bis financial operations. After
all, was it any of their business?

Herr Goldstein was about forty-fiv- e

years of age, but looked considerably
Constant fighting with all sorts

and conditions of men bad left deep fur-
rows across bis forehead. Ladies said
that without doubt he was a very unpre
possessing man. He seemed to have some

influence the me!"
and people were lost In conjecture as to

dred. The one Inspires confidence in a that could be.

icheme, the other excites suspi- - The small followed de Valiar, M. Cha-clo- u.

In fact, I'm not sure but we will bot and Herr Goldstein to the very en-p- ut

some premium on these Cora- - trance of the Bourse. Unable to obtain
pany shares. A little premium always admission to tbe floor, he had recourse to
makes them more attractive." the gallery. It was nearly empty. An
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country, evidently on their honeymoon
trip, were Its sole occupants. He sat In
the gallery for upward of an hour, his
gaze constantly on the floor of the ex-

change, where the vicomte, the broker
ever at his elbow, moved restlessly from
group to group, his deals.

When Herr Goldstein left the Bourse
twenty minutes later unaccompanied by
his companions, the man tapped him
on the elbow, Tbe broker started vio-
lently; the creases In his face grew
stronger; a perceptible flush overspread
his features.

"Galllard J" he gasped. "I'm glad to
see you I"

"As good a hand at a lie. as ever, ain't
you, Kaufman?" sneered the small man.

"nush, don't breathe that name here,"
whispered tbe broker, looking around him
nervously, "That belongs to the past.
Come with me. Come to my office, where

to

we can bo nlono. How long have jou
bceu In Paris?"

"About six months.
"During which tlmt "
"During which time I have been work-

ing for whom do you think?"
"I don't know. Yon have got Into

business, porhnps for yourself or you
would, if you hnd sufficient capital. If a ;.
good friend If I, for Instance, showed ,

Plnnl Estimate Snows
you how you could mnko Rome money it
would suit you, would it not

"No, I havo a pretty good berth, thank
you."

"It is a perfect gold' mine for you;
if you will only hold your tongue."

The small roan only smiled significantly.
made he good; two until

about

sheet,

home

some

these

Paris.

the broker's office was reached
"Come In," said the broker, in n coax

ing voice, "and tell mo what you want."
The small man passed In through tho

open door and went into tho broker
office.

"See that under no circumstances am I
disturbed," was the instruction Herr Max
gavo to his clerk. "I have Important

calculations
o'clock

implicitly.

stein came out nnd sent the clerk home.
It was an hour earlier than usual, but
the clerk was glad to get away. He lived
in a flat nnd had n wife and four
children to support. He could take bis
time now and walk homo instead of pay
ing for a seat in an omnibus. The hours
went by. It was past midnight when the
two men came out of the inner office and
into the street.

"I live on the other side. Student
quarters," said Goldstein. "Come with
me, I'll put you up for the night. Wo
must cross by the Pont Xeuf."

"You must make it fifty thousand,"
said the small man, as they went along.
"That's cheap enough. Old friends
shouldn't be hard on each other."

A fearful expression came over tho
other's face as they neared "the bridge.
Fifty thousand francs. An enormous
sum. And if he paid it what then?
He had but this fellow's word that he
would keep silence;

They stopped for a moment in the
center of tbe bridge and sat down un-
steadily on one of the cmbraxurea. It
was two o'clock. The lights flashed
along the river. Behind and in of
them arose the dull roar of Paris which
ceases not by night nor by day. Looking
over the low parapet they could see the-dar-

waters of the river as they swirled,
below.

"You will make it fifty thousand, will
you not?" urged tbe small man.

He uttered no cry an the hand of the
broker closed upon his throat with an.
iron erasn : but for a moment or two-
he struggled desperately as he realized, "crley ...
tbe other's purpose. But the broker Buckwheat
Keemeri to have heeomp suddenly sober. Flaxseed
The man was his Potatoes
terrible clutches. He raised him to t he--

top of the low parapet nad whispered
hoarsely ;,

"I will send you where you won't need
the money."

Then he flung tbe blackmailer from him.
with the force of a catapult. The waters
received the detective and' closed over
bis head. He bad not time to utter n,

cry.
The broker passed quickly from the

bridge plunging into- a narrow street
which diverged from the main thorough-
fare, soon gained bis apartments. Arriv-
ed there, he threw himself, dressed as he
was, upon the sofa, and slept soundly till I

daylight.
Three days passed ; some1 workmen on a '

brick barge drew from tbe black and j

slimy river the body of a man which j

bore upon its throat the marks of fingers, j

At the morgue Victor Iablanche, the :

prefect of police, recognized in the inur- -

dereu man tue uetective lie nad put on
the track of M. Chabot.

"Poor fellow !" he exclaimed, as be ex-

amined the finger marks at his throat.
"A tiger must have seized him. He was
first Ktrangled and then thrown into the
river."

And tbe cole clue be hnd was
Tbe murderer must have bad enormous
bands. ,

(To be continued.)

Story of Sojourner Truth.
The late Theodore TUton,. who boast-

ed that he hud never had a pipe, cigar
or cigarette In his mouth, used to de-

clare that the most Inveterate smoker
he ever knew was Sojourner Truth, tho
famous freedwomnn reformer nnd lec-

turer. He was wont to tell how one
day, when the venerable dame, then j

anout oo years old, wns on a visit t

nnti-tobnec- o trncts, called to see her.
"Aunt he said, "I revere

your character, hut I deplore your
smoking, for It will keep you forever
out of heaven."

"Inwkes. honey, how so?" she asked.
"Because, Aunty," lie rejoined, "you

know that, according to the Book,
nothing entereth there that detlleth.
Now, how do you expect to get Into
heaven with your breath defiled by to-

bacco?"
"Lnwkes, honey," answered the old

nepress, "when I go to heaven I 'siect
extraordinary with vlcomte, t( leave hreff behind

Dock

manipulating

small

small

front

Took Exception.
"Kemcmler, brothers," shouted tho

orator of the strenuous life, "I haven't
any use for mollycoddles."

The very old gentlemnn who was sit-
ting fn the Just row removed his pipe
und retorted.

"Wnl, by heck, mister, even If you
haven't any use for Molly Coddlea
yeou needn't stand thar und tulk be-

hind her hack, seeln' that she la not
present to defend herself."

('tune for Tbmika.
Church "There's one thing to ho

Bald In favor of tho phonograph."
Gotham "I'd Just like to know

what It is?"

July." Yonkers Statesman.

Junt I'oKnlble.
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lovcrnmcnt

Sojourner,"

Great Dcclino In

Production.

Cereal

PRICES MAKE FARMERS HAPPY.

they Will Get Half ft Billion
Dollars Moro This Year

than Last.

Tho government report shows n

shortage of 785,087,000 bushels In total
crops ns compared with tho crops of
100(3, which were tho largest ever mined
in this country, nnd n shortago of 0'

bushels as compared with the
yields of 1005, which were also very
largo.

Tho chief shortage is In tho corn
crop, with JW5.000.000 httsiieis, oats
with 211,000.000 bushels nnd wheat
with 101,000,000 bushels.

There is something of nn offset to the
big losses In the feeding grains in the
Increase of 0,431,000 tons of hay as
compared to that of 100(1, and of
3,045,388 tons us compared to tho crop
of 1005.

Prominent features of the revis
ion of Its crop estimates for the
by the Department of Agriculture were
the Increases made In the rcportfl of
area seeded to spring wheat, corn nnd

In each of these particulars as
well ns In the estimated weight of
spring wheat nnd oats the official re- -

(Vinter wheat .
Spring wheat .

Total wheat.

Corn
Dnts
Bye

' .

final
year

oats.

CROPS OP UNITED STATES FOR YEARS.

Kmall like a child in 2!i,lH

and,

this:

Good

Total 5,137.003,000 5,023,S00.235 81,HS

Hay, tons

ports ran more or less counter to the
general impressions of siwulators. In
a few Instances, wich ns the wolght of
oats, tho figures given were at variance
with all the experiences of the trade
for tho yenr to date.

of tbe Report.
The report gnvc final estimates of

acreage, production and vulue of farm
crops, showing winter wheat acreage
to be 28,132,000, production 409.442,000
bushels und value jor hiwhel 8.8.2 cents,

Spring wheat acreage
production 224,U45,000 bushels and vol
ue 85 cents.

Corn ncreage was 00,931,000, prodtic
tlon 2,592,320,000 bushels and vulue
51.7 cents.

Oats nerenge vj'ns 31,837,000, produc
tlon bushels and value 44..'

centH.
It wns announced that the total vnl

ue of the farm crop for 1007 wbh f.'l,
404,000,000, an Increase of f128,000,000

for 100(1.

The farm value on Dec. 1 of the four
crops nlready mentioned follows: Corn
$1,340,440,000; winter wheat, $301,217,-000- ;

spring wheat, $103,220,000; oats,
$334,508,000.

The comparative prices for the grain
crop for the imst three years follow

1907. 100(1. 1005. 1!KM.

iVhent 81.7 00.7 74.8 !)J.4
Corn 51.7 30.0 41.2 44.1
Outs 44.3 31.7 20.1 31.8
Bye 73.1 58.0 (50.7 US.8

Barley 14.3 41.5 40.8 42.0
Buckwheat 00.8 50.0 58.7 (12.2

Flax 05.(5 101.8 1)5.0 JHI.3

Potatoes ...01.7 51.1 (51.7 15.3
Hay $11.(58 $10.37 $8-5- 2 $8.72

Aerovlnue'n Circular Klliclit.
Henry Fannan hag continued his mar

velous (lights at Paris with tiU famous
aeroplane, built by the Voisln brothers on
tho general plan of the Chanuto soarer,
Before a great and wildly einhusmntic
throng of people ho repeatedly maneu-
vered his machine one kilometer m n com
plete circle, returning to the point of de-

parture. This was regarded as a demon-
stration of practical aerial flight by ma
chines heavier than air or without the
aid of gua bags. Tbe machine first rolled
slowly along the ground on its two pneu-
matic tired wheels ; Hum, ns tho speed in-

creased from the action of tho propellers,
the big winged thing shot off Into the air
at a gentle angle, all the time Mr. Far-ma- n

steering with apparent ease and con-
fidence and keeping an even keel and a
Bteady course to tho tunilug point and
back. The maotiino resembles a htigu
dragon fly, with upper and lower sets of
wings attached to a light frame carrying
motor, machinery nnd operator.

INTERESTING NEWS ITEMS.
President B. V. Wlnchell of the Bock

Island at Guthrie, Okhj,, said his road
would accept faro provinlon of
tbe Oklahoma constitution.

Gov. Vardaman of Mississippi was pre-
vailed upon to take a ride in Baldwin'

"Well, they haven't In ah-Bhl-p at Jackson, Mis. Ten feet nbovo
innking a record reproducing all Uio the ground was tho limit and the trip
noise one hears on tho Fourth of , waa very Biiort.

William TO. Shiebler, the telgrnph op-
erator who received the first mossaire over
the Atlantic oablo sent to PresidentIs meant by "going frem dmuan by Queen Victoria died In Brook

. yn, c, x, no niso receiver mo message
Him Getting a divorce and marry, from the front announcing the fall of

log again, I belleva j UUkatad at the close of the Civil War,

of

UNCLE SAM A CAPITALIST,

Outranks All
As n Shipbuilder

Others In tho United BUtes.

The United States government main- -

tnliw nine nnvjr ".'SSMcapitalization of more
employing nearly 15,000 men.

eluding officers. The total wiitfes paid

In tho navy yards of tho govcrnmon la

approximately H),000,000 nnntmUy

the cost of materials used oeing about

87,000,000 annually "' t'1() vn,M0 )f

the products, depending upon tho num.
well up In o

her f vessels built, runs

tho millions every year. In 1005 mo

output of tho government yards was,

over S 17,000,000.
the government out-

ranks
As a shipbuilder

nil other ship owners In thfl

United States. In 1004 tho government

launched 170,000 tons of battlo shlpi

of more than 1.000 tons burden each.

While only per cent of all vesscli,

launched that year wero tho property !

of the nation, these vessels consilium!
or: ...nt of the total tonnagi
r...'w.)wi that vear. These sumo res
. ... ..t.oi nlu.1 more than hnlll

the value of nil vessels over five tom lOSO-P- enn. met at ChW(fll(

launched tho contract vaiuo oi m
r.i n...l ...... . .

covernment ships oeiug ........n ,.nicq me AtutnW

Despite own 'acuities lor uimuiii - ""' w

and repairing wnrshlps, only one gov- - 1775--A merlcan force appeared

eminent ynrtl lias own umui

years for turning out a modem
battle ship.

All told, tho government owns
dry docks where vessels of till

a . .I...I.. A,IMltfnavy undergo niosi o. mw
All but two of these are loeateti on mi
Atlnntic const. Another dock is oin
completed on Puget sound, giving thro
on the Pacific wast. In addition u
the naval dry docks thero are thirty- -

eight In tho United States owned hj
prlvnte corporations or Individuals. In

time of the nary shouia nna nc

trouble In taking earn of lis smnllei
vessels, but the big battlo ships would

THREE

succeeded

Her-W-hnt

1007, bu.
400.-ii2.00-
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,'13,37 1, S33

17.S.0HUM
14,011,037
25.57(1. 1 411

S0S.WW.382

ir- -

1,-- 1.

5,5 15,1

the

Bu- -

war

hnvc long to trnvel on elthci
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CM) At
Is spvnt for drugs In the .uo-- i

admiral.,

42.KM
Komiutb,

I,ttmUton

27,tll(I,(M'
Australia,

lA'tt.OSJ
28.177,751
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HALF MILLION DAY.

Amount Which Chicago
Stimulants.

Chicago's conxumption stimulants
amazing, according correnpondent

saloons
between $120,000,000 $130,000,
annually. $10,000,000

in
as

lant be are Panic Slock
and 40,000

where cigars and tobacco are sold. Proba
bly $100,000 ix-- r day is au exagger-
ated estimate for i'iilea smoking bill

At the lowet taking nlcoholh
bevprnrnx. lokmn. nnil nil iminner i

drugs Into account, It Is impossible to '

ure tlmt Chicago spends e $500, I

000 per day on wtlmulants of vnrloui.'
kinds, and the chances are the amount h
VMiiriuvi .

this enormous sum, how much doei
worker njx-nd- ? Fully 75 pi-- r ll

all busltH-s- men, officers of coriioratJon
and all men who with or brain
are included. But for the worker,
saloonkeeper themselves say, wouM

an

IIUJIM-nil- l. Htm ll ai.
kinds. Women perhaps heavlil
of all of drugs.
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