‘ EXPRESS CHARGES HIGHM,

NS OF PACIFE,7 ==

rence s Called Dy Secre-
try of War Department.

JTANT GENERALS WILL 0

ing of Coast Fortfications by
n
Sate Roserves to Ba Bubject

of Ceuncil &t Capital.

ortland, Jan. 2 —Adjutant genorala
the thriw Paelile ﬂlﬂtl'ﬂ—*“”“ﬁu.
pington and Californin—have been

| by the War dopartment 1o go to
P ton. 1, C., for a conference at
h“:ﬁ;{ possible diste on the sub-

l;" ot dolense, Adjolant Gene-
s ti.‘ Fiuger, of Oregon, and Gen-
“j, ”l: fanck, of California, are
ing for the capital tomor row, while
el OLin H.ll’llll'-ll'l,l of Washing-

art Kast Saturday.

:Ilrll::.”.,q[ from the War depart-
bt (o1 Lthin gor fe rn'{ll'!‘_ in reparded as
igply sigoiticant, indicating the
'"“":flt'ﬁ determination o prepare
any  CInergonCies that may arise
o the Wost, The principal topie of
Ideration at the conference will be

of training volunteer const srtll
peserves Looman Oregon, Wuhiug-
and Califoroin fortifientions. The
wt of perfecting the Infantry regl-
ts of the three sintes in  const de-

operitions wiil likewlre be taken

It is assored that the mesting will
It in wesignment of Nationasl Guard
w to const artillery work. The
o adjutant genorals will very likely

with the task nhead of recruit.
hew coast companies for this ser-

b sovern] wonths  General Oliver
hoont in sommunication with Gene-
Viuger, Lauck and Hamllton on
ghject of ooust defense. Only &
s igo he submitted memorands
the ehief of urtillery recommend-
wignment of the Oregon troops Lo
delense unhenvers in M.,’. ne
s the permmnent setling arlde of
in infantry companiea for heavy
Jory training.
hig plan  was not regardod by the
goast adjutant genornls ae  fonnl-
There appenred to be a diginelin-
b among  infantry commandors to
lon their companies for artillery
Coueerted objection was also
to the month of May for maneny-
sit Is ditienlt for the average
hnan to leave hin business or
st tht busy time of the spring

It known, bowever, that the War
wint will find it necessary to
mate than a plan of const defense.
parrying out of sach n plan will be
led by more or lees expense, That
tes thould foot the bille doea not
just, It is believed that the gov-
it will be avked flutly what aid
b given in the organization of re-
or the sssignment of infantry al-
organ ixed.

VICTIMS OF JAP MOB,

Firemen Badly irjured at Van-
couver, B8, C,

ouyer, B, C., Jan. 2.—Allan
mean, Hremaen, is8 dying sand two
youns min, also members of the
ire department, wre badly wouna.
din the hospita! os the resalt of &
they had early this morning In
spanese quarter with an over-
mitg number of the subjects of the
o, The fight was the worst In
iLy sinee the seplemnber riots, and
e that the Jspanese are at all
realy for troable and enger 1o
with their long knlves that have
Keen uw razop,
demon, necompanied by J. Frost
« McDonald, was passing a Jup-
#aore, when Frost stumbled and
rd neaingt the plste-glass window
The gluse smnshed and the frag-
wire gLl ro) ling on the dowalk
k nare of Japanese uppeared from
pride und rushed at the trio of
The firomen were in uniform,
brass buttons und officinl caps, but
Mpanese koifed them fariously,

Steal Chest of Nickels.

lester, N, Y., Jun. 2.--1',‘0 men
I chint tontnining $2,869 from &
HIr sunding in front of she Main
Fast carhisrnn st 6:26 o'clock this
BOg wn rot T‘lllil‘])" BWl,‘ with it ll’l
Romohile, The stolen money rep-
od the exrnings of the Rocheater
Y compuyy yosterday on what s
VU8 the Kustern diviglon., 1t was
trnnf-l--rrp.l acvording to eustom
flu- Fodera) street ourbarns to the
h-t-t Olfice to bo ecounted when
:?'t-r_'- Geenrred.  Oflicors are in

More Stolen Mail Found,

0, Tex., Jun. 2. —Anot
of muil hag been lnumlh.:el:t"::
At where the firet batoh was left
tpnnu-h loolers Christinas night,
Ited that checks, inoney ar-
i drafte loft Iying in the guloh
tlu: Ponches werg opened will ag-
# 50,000, H;moiu‘nuowmmant
" 816 working on the case.  Bome
Lhree thousand Jetters from veri-

v of the 1 i
uthes, hited Btates were In

Torpedo Boats in Parla,

B, Prugi], Jun, 2,11

.l'iillu which s pl‘uﬁdh:: :;:fi;d:
[ (e l:» the Puciflo, arrived hero
0 Port of Bpatn, Trinidad.

tion Against Merchants,

Ban Francisco, Cal., Doc. 81.—Inter.
#tate Commaorce Commissloner Frank-
lin K. Lane, today held a hearing of
the somplaint of the California Com.
mercial wwwoointion, composed of 29

mereantile firms In this oity, charging
the Welle-Fargo Express company with
concenling from the publio tarif sohed.
ules that had boen flled with the Inter.
state Commorce commission in Wash.
Ington aud with making onjust and dig.
criminatory rates. The ncton! question
Involved, however, was whether or not
the quantity rate cf K oents n pound
from New York to Ban Franclsco for
shipments of 10,000 to 20,000 pounds
applied to bulk or wwemblod ship.
ments, gathered and forwarded by a
forwarding agency to one conocern or
association organized for the parpose of
getting the lowar rate, the shipment
ultimately intended for numerons con-
siguoes who were designated by num.
bers of the Isbels to the one connignee,

The charges of discrimination are
based upon the refusal of the BXpronsy
company to trunsport a shipment of
16,000 ponnds connisting of 443 pack-
ages, from New York to the California
Commercial association In Ban Fran-
cisoo Inst August, nt the bulk or quan-
tity rate of $8 per hundred pounds, the
company charging the regular package
rto. It lsaleo allegod that the ex-
press company charged a higher rate
than that published and filed with the
Interstate Commerce comminslon, the
Istter belng wilfully concealed and hid-
den from the public. This complaint
avers thal it in a distinet violation of
the interstate commerce act.

In moswer, the express company
denles all the allegations made, and
charges that the assoclation resorted to
subterfuge in order W extort anjust dis.
orimination in its own favor, and based
it refomal to grant & guantity rate
upon the shiment lu question on the
ground that, while eonsigned to one
canslgnee, It was Intended for more
than a score of firma.

EXPATRIATES IN CHINA,

Judge Wilflay Waris Congress to Make
Laws for Them,

Ean Franciseo, Cal., Dec, 3. —Jodge

L. R, Wilfley, of the United States
court at Shanghal, sgainst whom
charges of improper conduct of his

court have been preferred at Washing-
ton, arived in Ban Franciscc this morn-
log on the Pacific Mall liner Manchuria
from the Orient, and after & stay of two
days in thie city will proceed to the na.
tioom! espital.  On board the Man-
churin with Jodge Willloy was F, M,
Brooks, 8 Inwyer, who has filed an pe-
tion for $50,000 damages at Hono-
lalu, charging the head of the cowrt in
the Far East, together with his clerk,
L. R, Hickel, with constpiracy in stop-
ping the practice of Brooks in Bhanghai.

Judge Wilfley denied that he was go-
ing to Washington to meet the charges
preferred against him.

“lam golng to Washington,'” he
maid, “'to aid In drawing an set that
will extend to Americans In Chinaa
more complete body cf laws than they
now have, The laws now in force com-
prise little more than |ls embodied in
the common Iaw and are so Indefinite
an to be abwolutely useless, It will be
auggested to congress that the Califor-
nia code of laws be made to extend to
China, wherein such laws are appliea-
ble,

““In addition to this watter, I am
journeying East that congress may be
asked for an approprintion for a proper
Federnl building at Shanghail, where
the American consulate and courts may
be under one rool."”

Jail Wrecking Glass' Health,

San Francigco, Dec. 31.—Aflidavits
have been served on Distriet Attoroey
Langdon by T. C. Coogan, Loais Glaw'
sttorney, in his attempt to get his
client out of jail. The distrist attor-
ney will file counter affidavite, Dr,
Roland E. Hartley and Dr. J, M. Wil-
linmson state in their athdavita that
they visited Louis Glaes st the couanty
juil and that he showed ‘marked gene-
!l physical deterioration and generl
derangement,'” They say they found
him in & nervous coadition which will
permanently injure his henlth,

Raises Rent of Hot Springs.

Chicago, Dec. 31,—A dispateh to the
Tribune from Hol Springs, Ark., says:
Announcement was made yesterday
that the United States would donble
the price for its healing hot waters
after the first of the year, and that all
bathbouse loases also would be donbled
A protest will be sent at once to Wash-
ington. The hot water now is dis-
pensed by the government at §30 per
annum for each tob supplled, The
bathhouse owners state they are unable
to meet the mine.

Headquarters Are Secured.

Denver, Dec. 81.— l'he headquarters
of the Demooratic Natlonal eonvention
will be at the Brown Palsce hotel,
which has registered n reguest from
Chairman Tom Taggart, of the commit-
tes, through Becretury Mills, of she
Convention lesgne of Denver, to re-
sorve B0 additional rooms, hosides those
already resorved. As soon as theee
reservations are made the other hotels
of the oity will belgn to make reservi-
tions,

Garnets In New York Bedrock.

New York, Dec. 31.—That New York
City resta on & vast masa of garnets is
the discovery of Ralph E. Morgan, an
English minemlogist, now visiting
here. Ina mass of rook thrown up

from & subway exoavation, he discov-

OUlln, which had
it i 2 e v
YO0 the run by bad westher. d

ered a | ot. On the dumping
ponnd.:rﬂplh.d bay he found &
pumber of exvellent gerneta. |

FUND FOR EX-PREBIDENTS,

tenator Allison Favors Bome Such
Action by Congress

Wushiington, Jan., 1.—Berator Wil
liam B, Allison, of Town, ehairman of
the commitvies on approprintions, fvors
sction by songress looking to the care
and mupport of expresidents of the
Unlted Btates. In an interview to-
night he referred to the recent utter-
uncos of ex-President Grover Cleveland
on the subject, and agresd with him
that some provision should be made in
thin direction. The matier deseryed
conmideration st the hands of congress,
he said, and undoubtedly wonld receive
it. In times of Thomas Jelferson, who
died poor, Mr. Allieon said, the ROV
ernment  would have done well Lo pay
hin debls. At pressnt Mre. Garfield js
receiving an allowance from the ROV
ernment, and he said that to make pro-
vision for ex-presidents would cause on
considerable drain on the trengury, as
rrely have there been two of them
alive st the same time,

MARINE CORPS NOW COMPLETE

Full Complement of B,700 Men Is
Enlisted,

Washington, Jan. 1.—General El-
Hott, commandant of marines, reported
to Becretary Metoall yesterday that for
the firet time in many menths the ma-
rine corps was now np to its full eom-
plement of 8,700 enlisted men. Gen-
eral Klliot reports that not only has he
secured nll the men he wants, but has
withdrawn from the newspapers adver-
tisementa calling flor recruits, and he
is now in u position to pick his men
when there is need for further recruit-
ing.

The reasons amsigned for this state of
affuirs represent the depressed condi-
tion of Industries, resulting in foreing
men to obtain employment outside of
the factories, milla and mines, and to
#uch of these as are not able to perform
milor's duties, yet would make good
soldiers und desire to see the world,
the marine corps offers 8 tempting re-
fuge. ’

Uncle Sam Go ng Behind.

Washington, Jan. 3. — The forth-
coming reports of the government’s re-
ceipts and expenditures for the month
oending Dec. 31 will show & decrease in
the receipts as compred with Decem-
ber Inst year of $8,5620,152 and an in-
crea*e in expenditores of $9, 381,414,
making the net loes for the year $17,-
910,666, The decrease iu receipts from
customs = §6 845,959; from internal

revenue, $2,768 645, Miscellaneons
receipts increase $1,135.452, I[ocreases

of expenditures are:  Civil and miscal.
laneous. $3,000,000; war, $1,500,000;
navy, $4,000,000; pensions, $2,400,-
000; public works, increase from $4,-

843,711 to $8,890,000,

Immense Traffic Across Ocean.

New York, Jan. 2.—TI'rans-Atlantic
passenger traflic daring 1907 was in-
creased by nearly 8 million passengers
over the traffic in 19068, The total pas-
sengers carried both east and weat has
renched the gnormons number of 2,057.-
328, sccording to figures given out by
the North German Lloyd eompany.
The movement has been greater than
in 1906 hy 972,640 and 1,451,151 great-
er than in 1904, The passengers from
Europe to the United Etates number
669,340, which is 200,000 in excess of
the entire east and west traflic in 1504.

Engineers to Tour Coast.

Washington, Dee. 28. — Colonels
Leach and Lockwood of the board of
United States engineers, will leave for
the Pacific coast on January 9, begin-
ning with California, and will hold
public hearings on a pumber of pro-
jeots, Including Oregon undertakings.
People will have the opportunity to
present the loeal neads of their com-
munities, Both the officers are loyal
saupporters of ocoast developments. It
i# suggeated that Portland prepare to
present necessary works for its section

Steamship Company Embarrassed.

New York, Jan, 2.—Announcement
war made tonight on bebatlf of the Con-
solidated Steawmship lines by D. H.
Campbell, the trensurer, that the com-
pany would default on the interest on
its $6,000,000 collatern! trost bonds,
due tomorrow. The oflicial statement
explains that *'Owiug to the prevailing
financinl conditions It had been com-
pelled to devole ita earnings fo pay-
ment for new ships and hence ip unable
to meet the conpons mataring.”'

No Action in Bristol Caae.

Washington, Dec, 28.—Members of
the Oregon delegtion in congress met
and informally discussed the Bristol
ease but no notion whateoover was tak-
en. The matter may come up for more
formal discussion later but no an-
nonncement of plans has been made.

Cruisers at Pichilinque.

Washington, Jan, 1l.—Admiral Se-
hree's squadron, consisting of the crais-
ers Tonvessea and Wavrhington, have
urrived at Piohilingue, off tha southiern
coast of Lower California. Thelr next
wop is expecied to be at Magdalena
bay.

Viscount Aokl Says Farewell.

Washington, Jan. 2.—Viscount Aoki,
the Japanese ambassador who was re-
pently resalled by his home govern-
ment, bade farewell to Washington
Monday. He will sail from SBan Fran-
eisoo for Japan on January 7.

Oregon Postmasters Appointed.

Washiogton, Jan, 2,—Oregon posi-
masters appointed: London, James E.
Baton vice'J N, Hogue, resigned; Mill
Olz. Mabel McRae vice E,J. Bryans,

TWO COMPANIES ON GUARD,

General Funston Advises Consolida-
tion for Sake of Economy.

Washington, Jun. 34, —<The War de-
partment hae been in cortespondence
by telegruph with General Funston in
“an Fravcigeo, relative to the digponi-
tion of the troops at Goldield in con-
turmity with the president’s intentions
to maintain the force there, pending
the meeting of the legislature of Ne-
viiln,

General ‘Funston intended & reduoc-
tlon in the namber of troops at the
mining camp, but the War department
lns decided to rerain there all of the
present foree, numbering 283 men. In
the interest, however, of simplicity,
and to avoid the maintenance of & con-
tideruble number of officers who were
not needed, it has instructed General
Funston to consolidate the companies
into {wo.

Bank Condition is Good.

Washington, Jan. 1.—Senator An-
keny has had seversl conferences re-
cently with officials of the Treasury de-
partment concerning the interests of
the national banks in the state of
Wanhington, During the recent finan-
cial flurry some difficulty was experi-
enced in the far Weat by reason of the
inability of the banks to obtain the
actual money from its reserve cities or
even from the subtreasuries. Mr. An-
keny feels confident, after his talks
with officiale of the treasury, that the
sitoation has been greatly relieved”
within the last few weeks, and that
from now on the same diffienlty will
not be experienced.

Qil Burners to Be Tried,

Washington, Jan. 3.—Possibly the
fact that California prodoces great
quantities of petrolenm incliner Becre-
tary Metesll to fuvor the use of that
fuel in the navy, where it can be done
beneficially. Therefore plans for the
new torpedo destroyers about to be
prepared will probably inelnde a re-
quirement that they be designed for
burning oil. The fact that the newest
British boata of this class, which bave
altained the extraordinary speed of 40 |
miles an hour, are oil burners, hag in-
fluenced our Navy department in favor
of the adoption of liguid fuel,

Ballors Meet Defeat.
Wahington, Jan. 2.—The Seamen’s |
union met temporary defeat today in
their fight against the employment of
Chinere seamen on Pacific cosst ves- |
sels. Representatives called opon At-
torney General Bonaparte today and
expresged an opinion that the employ-
ment of Chinese on the vessels was &
violation of the exclusion sct. Bnna-l
parte informed the ccmmittee that he
conld only farnish the president and
the heads of the departments affected
with thelr opinion for optional action,
The anion will petition the president.

Figures Are Astounding.

Washington, Jan. 1.—The engineers
on the FPanama canal are dealing in
vaet figures and the canal record con-
veys in & graphic manner an idea of
the magnitude of the work to be done ]
npod the locks, It is stated that the
nmount of conerete to be need in build- !
ing these locks would enffice to con- |
struct eight-room city houses of the
generous s'ze of 30x30 feet with two
stories and basement and with concrete |
floors and roof to the number of 22,842,

Jumpnars May Get a Chancs.

Washington, Jan. 1.—The Bartlett
mining assessiment bill did not pass, |
The Teller bill, which is similar, pass-
ed the senate before the holidaye, bat,
it is understood, will not pass the
housé. Failure to pass such legislation |
means that all mining elaims upon
which the required amount ol assess.
ment work was not done during the
calendar year 1007 can be legally
jumped after January 1.

Urge Brownson to Talk,

Washington, Dec, 28.—Line officers
in the navy are urging Admirml Brown-
son o publish correspondence relative
to his resignation, holding that Rixey's
statement was really inspired at the |
White House. It has developed that
the acceptance of his resignation was
announced 15 minuates after it had been
given to Secretary Metoalf to take to
President Roosevelt,

Around the World in 10 Seconds.

Waehington, Jan. 2.—In aeccordance
with & custom begun several yoars ago
the naval observatory last night at 12
o'olock sent & New Year greebing
around the world. This is done by
prearrangement with the telegraph and
cable companies, and the message com-
pleted the telegraphbic cirenit of the
werld in about 10 eeconde' time,

Hawley in Society.

Washington, Jan. 2.— Representative
and Mrs, Hawley made their first bow
to officinl society in Washington Mon-
day evening as dinner guests of Vice
Prosident Fairbanks, On Friday even
ing Mr. and Mis. Hawley will be gnests
of Mre. Roogevelt at & musical to be

Taft to Talk Politics.
Washington, Deec. 28. — Becretary
Taft will inake his first poiltical pro-
nouncement since his return from abroad
at Boston, December 80, in a speech be-

fore the Merchants' sssociation.

Congressman Calderhead I,
Washington, Deo, 28.—Re ta-
tive William A. Calderhead, of Kansas,
is eritioally ill with double pneumonia

ab his apartment in this city.

LMADING PART IN 4 NIGHT.

Prima Donna Telln of First Expests
ance nder the Spot Light,

It was awful. Honest, It wan, No
one will ever know what | suffered. |
had never dreamed that [ would have
an opportunity for years yet to appear
In the title role of & Broadwny music
al comedy, mays Bertha Mlills In the
New York Globe, One year ngo 1 wis
singlng In the cholr of a church In
St Joseph, Mo, Today—ah, me, 1 nm
the Hurdy Gurdy Girl and earry, so
Mr. Carle tells me, the chief voesl re-
spomisibllitles of the performance.

I Imnglhe no one can  understand
how [ felt on the Monday morning bhe-
fore we opened at Wallnek's, when Mr,
Marks, the manager, told me that the
DeEWRpAPDEr Aannhouncements were  oor-
rect, that he and Richard Carle had
decided to Jet me sing the title part,
I am told that 1 sald “All right” and
"Thank you" wlithout the &ilghtest
sthow of agitation, If that report s
true 1 don't know how | masked my
feclings mo cleverly, I was running
hat and ecold from the top of my head
to the goles of my feet, and from the
moment the manager told me untll the
tHime came for my first entrance 1 was
seared green, ;

For p moment 1 thonght of runoing
o my dressing roon and locking my-
I In while T hnd a good ery. [ also
thought of refusing to go on and of
a lot of other things whieh would pre
vent my making a little fool of myself
on the stage. Heally, I belleve my only
renson for sudoenly plucking up cour-
ag® and taking the bit In my teeth was
the posalble feeling of pride and plens
ure which my friends out In dear old
8t. Jo might have If [ gucceedel,

When Mr. Lawrence, the stage mana-
ger, finnlly rushed up, tapped me on
the shoulder and sald, “Now, Bertha,
It's up to you,” 1 nearly falnted, 1
knew that only a few seconds separ-
atexl me from the awfuolest of awful
things, a New York first-night andb
ence, and [ wished | was home with
mother when [ started out on thy
stage behind Mr. Anglols, who plays
both the organ and the padrone. The
footllghts blinded me and T was the
most heartsick «Irl on all Broadway
antll T heard the sweetest nolse In the
whole world of polses. A palr of Italk
Inn street musiclans dragging a hand
urgan must have struck the people on
the other slde of the orchestra as a
pretty and novel pleture, for a great
round of appliuse went up the mo-
ment we appeared.

That applause was the most felcome
sound that ever came to my ears
Without It I am absolutely certain that
I would have falnted right then and
there. Somehow, I managed to get
through the first verse of the “Hope
On” number without suffocating, and
then 1 notleed that the wings were
crowded with the chorus and other
members of the company, They were
waving thelr hands to me and whisper-
ing words of necouragement,

We finlshed the first chorus of the
song and got a real, honest Injun en-
core, Flguratively speaking, I grabbed
that applanse as If I were drowning,
and It was a straw. When the nolse
started I was almost hysterleal, but ns
It kept up 1 felt my=elf growing nerv-
ous, and by the time we started to
sging anoher verse [ had recoversd my
volee and was a8 composid] as 1 ever
wans In the church chofr. I made up
my mind that RBerths Mills wonld show
A houseful of first nighters that St Jo
wasn't 8o very far behind New York,

I sang th chorus six times the open-
Ing night, and when I finaliy got into
the wings the stage hands, my girl com-
patriot, Mr. Marks and Mr. Edward
Jack, the business manager, sald all
sorts of nice things. It was natural,
I suppose, that 1 should go through the
rest of the performance as If 1 were
on ale. After the first sofig 1 wasn't a
hit afrald

Maybe 1 was tickled next day to find
that the coritics had not notlesd my
nervousness. 1f they had T am sure 1
wouldl have been just as bad every sue
wading evening. Now the opening s
two weeks gone, 80 [ feel nll right
again, but T am telling the gospel truth
when [ say that for four days after
the opening 1 didn't eat anvthing ex-
mept some dry toast, sothe tea and two
cinb sandwiches, And us for sleep—
well, T don’t think 1 slepr a wink.

It 1T never nm applavded again by a
New York sudience the knowledge that
I pleased a lirtle LIt on that first night
will always seem o falr reward for the
four years 1 spant In study

Gee, nt 1 was seared that night!

Consonunce All Around,

In the Norman period wealthy per-
gons who wished to do tle handsome
thing by thelr town and townspeople,
says Dir, J, J. Raven, In “The Bells of
England,” often gave a bell to  the
church Instead of endowing s chalr
In an Institution of learning. 'Then, as
now, donors were moved by a varlety
of motlves, but that, of course, d1d not
lnterfere In the leanst with the sweet
tenor or hass of the bell,

There was the Angle thane. Lyolf,
whao, rich In goats and sheep, was much
disturbed by vocturnal thieves, Tired
out with these (roubles, according to
Doctor Raven, the author of ““I'he Bells
of England,” Lyolf sold many of his
anlmals and bought a bell, whieh he
gave to the abbey.

When he first heand (ts sound his joy
broke forth into joenlapfty.

“Eyn" he sald, “how sweetly my
gonts bleat and my sheep ban ™

Lyolf'a wife presentod another beil,
and Doctor Raven notes that the “two
rang out In pleast ot wecord—a
quence unexpectedly sweel, apparently,

Excuses ure llke weeds: Lots of
tham, but we good

EPIDEMIC OF GRIPPE

Spreads Through the East Like
Pralrie Tire,

VICTIMS BY TENS OF THOUSANDS

Feared That Egpidemic May Surpass
That of 1889-8C—Street Car
Service is Crippled.

Chieago, Dee. 31.—Deadly grippe,
which has already fastened itrelf upon
nearly avery cily east of the Mississippi
river, s rpreading westward with ap-
palling rupidity. Not since the: terri-
Lle epidemic of 1880-90 have thera been
such 1avages by the fearfnl malady as
at the present time, sccording to special
dispatches gathered from many sourcee.
Mild, open weather, highly uneessona-
ble, is held responsible by health au-
thorities.

Pitisburg ia the chief complainant.
Bo many people there are i1l that the
stroetear gervice is erippled and office
boildings are practically empty. Be-
sides Pittsburg, New York, Baltimore,
Cincinnati, Fhiladelphia, Cleveland,
Boston, Milwaukee and other Eastern
and Western cities were reported to be
wrestling with the diceare, a number of
deaths in each city occurring daily.

“La grippe, a8 the French call it,"’
#sid Dr. Herman Spalding, of the Chi-
cago Health department, ‘“‘travels with
the epeed of a prairie fire. It travels
along the lines of traneportation, as it
ie carried by taavelers fbom one eity to
another. I¢ is decidedly contagious
and there i no effective way of check-
ing its spread. If other cities become
badly affected, Chiago Is sure to be hit,
because of the thousands of travelers
who arrive daily in Chicago from every
point of the compass,”’

From New York word comes that the
grippe bhas begun a devastating crosade
in that city and that among its victims
bave been opera singe1s and many
actore and actresses. There were 63
deathe in the metropolis last week.
Besides this there were many deaths
from pneumonia, influenced by the
grippe bacillus.

Physiciane in Boston eay there are at
lenst 60,000 cases now in that eity.
Cincinnati has 2,000 cases and physi-
ciane say that new cases are developing
by the score every hour.

ON SECOND STAGE.

Battleship Fleet Leaves Trinidad for
Rio Janeiro,

Port of Spain, Dee. 31.—The Ameri-
ean battleship fleet weighed anchor at
4 o'clock Sunday afternoon and steamed
for Rio Janeiro. Accompanying the
fleet were the supply ships Culgoa and
Glacier. Early in the morning the
signal went up from Rear Admirs)
Evans’ flagehip Connecticut to prepare
for dearture at 8 a. w., but owing to a
delay in the coaling of the battleship
Maine from the collier Fortuna, it was
necessary o change the time of eailing.

Long before the hour set a myriad of
small eraft, chiefly launchee and steam
yvachts, moved up and down along the
lines of anchored battleshipe, the mer-
ry parties aboard ghouting farewells to
the departing visitors, Thonsands of
regidents climbed the surrounding hilla
to view the great ships ae they moved
outward on their jonrney of 3,000 miles
and more, while boatloads of excursiun-
ists went to the small islands in the
gulf and others to the floating dock to
catch the last glimpse of the shipes.

The fleet presented a magnificent ap-
pearance as it steamed out in four col-
umns with the supply ships tiailing, a
distance of 400 yards separating one di-
vigion from another. With the Con-
necticut in the lead the battleships
headed for the Booas and steanmed ma-
jestically through the grand Booa and
thence along the northern ecastof Trin-
idad, An average of from 10 to 11
knote an hour will carry the fleet to the
end of the second lap of the 14,000-
mile journey in about 12 dave, and it
was aovounced by Admiral Evang be-
fore his departure that he expects to
reach Rio Janeiro on Friday evening
January 10.

Natives Facing a Famine.
Hillsdale, Mich,, Dec.31,—Secretary
H. 5. Myers, of the general conference
of Free Baptiste, enid today: “‘Ae-
cording to advices just received by me

wi~ | Atlantic Fire Insurance company has

from our missions in Bengal and Oris-
sa, India, four monthe of rain is the
usua! allowanes in Lucknow, India, in
4 year, but during the year 1907 it has
rained only four days, The result is
famine everywhere, Thousands of the
population are suffering and before re-
lief comes next August hondreds of
thousande must die unlees relie! comea
irom Christian lands.”

Fatal Row Over 6 Cents.

San Fraocieco, Dec. 81. — Arthur
Sagsman, & conductor of the United
Railronds, was shot and killed today at
the intersection of Twelfth and Folsom
stroets by Bonaventura Arcieri, a pas-
senger. Previously Arcieri had ten-
dered & trangfer which Saseman had
refused to honor. He then paid u cash
fare and began to argue the matter.
Sassman slapped Arcieri in the face
and the latter drew a revolver and
shot Bassman.

Earthquake Breaks Company.
Hamburg, Dec. 21, — The Trans-

voled to liquidate on sccount of the
fact that more than half of ite eapital
was lost by the Bun Francisco fire and
sarthquake.



