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In music and pleasant conversation the I counts I" she cried, "Tney
evening passed quickly nwny. Arthur was
rapidly falling In love, and Constance,
too, could not help confcsslnR to herself
that bad they met a twelvemonth before,
she might have one day been the mistress
or Penrhyddyn Castle.

WILLARD MacKENZIE

contemptuously.

While these thoughts were passing
through her mind, Arthur, who was look
ing through some portfolios of music,

' came upon a number of French ballads,
' which, from their worn and discolored ap- -

tpearance, seemed to be very old.
"They were my mother's." said Con

stance; "she greatly valued them; they
belonged to her grandmother, by whom
they were brought from France during
the Revolution

"Was your mother, then, of French ex
traction?' Inquired Arthur.

ftlri - ...un, yes; sne was descended from a
branch of one of the old noblesse. Her
Krandfather and grandmother fled to Enc
land during the Reign of Terror, saving
only their bare lives; they died soon af
ter their arrival, and then their children
settled down hero, after making an un
successful attempt to recover something
out o the property they had lost.

"What was the name of the family,
mtgnt l inquire?" asked Arthur,

"You will find it upon the back of that
song you have in your hand," answered
v.xnstance.

He turned over the sheet, and found
Inscribed in one corner, in stiff, angular
characters, "Marguerite de Soissons."

Mas she a De Soissons?" asked Ar
thur, faintly, the memory of his own
family legend rushing back upon his
mind.

"Yes; and intensely proud she waa of
tier lineage," answered Constance,

It was Arthur's turn to be cold now.
The conversation flagged, he finding it Im
possible to support his share in it, and
presently he rose to take his leave. The
parting was equally cool on both sides,

Upon consulting a railway time table,
Arthur discovered that he should be able
to catch the last train.

In less than half an hour he was on his
way back to London

CHAPTER IX
Mr. W'ylie's place of business did not

lie in the city, but some distance west of
Temple Bar In a retired street, against
the door post of a tall, dingy brick house,
was inscribed the legend, "James Wylie,
jteneral Agent, 1st Floor."

At 12 o'clock on the second morning
after the bail, Mr. Wylle was seated at
his desk, looking through his multifarious
correspondence and making brief notes
in a poeketbook. In the midst of
Ihis occupation he was interrupted by the
entrance of a taciturn clerk, who stood
silently just inside the doorway, until
Ihis master should address him.

"Well, Mr. Fig?" said Wylie, raising
iiis head.

By

"Mrs. Castleton !" enunciated the clerk.
In a dry, thin voice, that sounded like the
crackling of parchment.

"Show her in."
The next moment a lady, all black vel

vet, sealskin and lace, entered the room.
Her age could not have been more than
twenty. Her figure was fragile as a
fsylph; purely black hair, drawn back
From the face, falling in showers of ring.
lets at the back of the head, contrasted
finely with a skin white as marble, and
with the delicate flush upon the cheek,
which owed something to art. The fea
tures were exquisitely delicate and perfect

low forehead, small nose, a mouth like
a rosebud, and violet eyes that could glit-

ter or blaze, laugh or languish. But it
was the wonderful nobility of the features
that constituted their greatest charm;
their expressions were as shifting and va-
rious as those of the atmosphere upon an
April morning.

'WTieel me that easy chair to the win-
dow, Fig," she cried, in a languid tone.

"Do you ever ventilate this place? How
you can endure such an atmosphere of
must and dry rot I cannot Imagine.

Mr. Fig's parchment face never moved
a muscle, but Mr. Wylle grinned his hy-en- a

laugh, and tried to gnaw a fragment
off his fore finger nail.

"We will see what can be done for you
In the way of fresh air by the next time
you come," he answered with a sneer.
"But had we not better defer this san-
itary discussion to another day, as we have
Mine business to talk over, and I am
much engaged just now. Fig, we shall
not require you just at present."

"Well, why Tiave you sent for me? Tell
me as briefly ns possible, that I may
get away from this poisonous hole before
1 am ill." She took a bottle of eau de
cologne from her pocket, and sprinkled
Iier dress, and threw it about her with an
air of ineffable disffust.

"There was a time, Mrs. Castleton, that
Cliis place was not so unsavory in your
nostrils that was before your taste he-sa-

60 exquisitely refined," said Wylie,
with an unpleasant look.

"That was in my green days, when I
thought you were a gentleman, and I was
not so sensible of the moral atmosphere of
the place," she answered, carelessly.

"Had we not better leave morality out
of our discussion?" retorted Mr. Wyll.

"Decidedly; on the principle that It Is
ill bred to talk of the gallows to the rela-
tions of a man who has btea hanged. But
before we proceed farther in our1 Interest-
ing conversation, I may as well inform
you that I want money."

"Then you must sell out more stock;
old Castletou's money will soon melt away
at this rate. Lightly come, lightly go,"

she said, starting up with eyes all aflame.
"Beware how you Insult me, or I
horsewhip you like a cur as you are. You
may well say 'lightly go' when tho money
Is in your hands. I know you are rob-
bing "me

"Robbing you I" he cried. "How dare
you? You can employ a lawyer to

into your accounts, or I will re-

linquish the care of your property Into the
bauds of person you may appoint. I
ihall only bo too glad to wash my bands
l It, but I will not be insulted 1"

nre too admirably kept for the acutest to
find a flaw in them. You know that
have not a scrap of paper to show what I
have, or what I have not. received:
thanks to my carelessness and hatred of
trouble. I want a hundred to-da- and
i win nave it I"

Wylle listened to her bitter words with
downcast eyes, and a face of which the
livid pallor was the only signs of the
passion that raged within him.

"But for me," ho said quietly, "you
would never have been Mrs. Castlcton."

"You served me to1 serve yourself !" sno
retorted. "What Is tne simple history
oi mat transaction .' A ' tew years ago
a certain incident placed me in your
power, and you thought a young and
beautiful girl might be a useful tool. Th
market was soon found. One of youi
clients .became Infatuated with me, and
you managed affairs so cleverly that he
made me his wife. I loathed him, but I
married him for the luxuries he could
eiv me; but not before you had obtain-
ed a bond from me to pay you a large
sum of money for the bargain. Then, up
on his death, a twelvemonth anro. voir
managed to get all the property he left
me into your own hands. A large debt
of gratitude I owe you, certainly!"

'And, having helped you to one hus
band, simpose that I were to propose to
you another?" said Mr. Wylle, after u
pause, darting at her a keen look.

No more horrible old men," she an
swered, with a shudder; "I cannot en
dure that again, not even for money I"

INTRODUCTION

"Oh, it is no old man I speak of this
time, but a young and handsome one, who
will, some day, have a handle to his name
Think of being my lady !"

An eager look lighted up her facer as
she listened. "Who is it? Do I know
him? What is his name? How am I
to become acquainted with him?"

'That, with a few suggestions, I must
leave to your own wit. There is an
other woman in the way an heiress one
to whom he is about to be engaged. Your
task is a difficult one, but the prize- - Is
worth the trouble."

Is she beautiful?" inquired Mrs. Cas
tleton, eagerly.

"Very."
"You will find her a dangerous rival';

it will cost you all your fascinations to
conquer her," he said, purposely piquing
her vanity to the contest.

Give me a fair field, and I will win
any man against a dozen!" she exclaim'
ed, with a superb air of dauntless van.
ity. "But his name I want to know his
name?"

"His name is Penrhyddyn.""
"What! the son of Sir Penr

hyddyn, of Cornwall?" she cried, with a
strange look.

"The same do you know him?" asked
Wylie.

"No; but I have heard of him," she
answered thoughtfully. "And what Is
your In all this?" she cried, sud
denly turning upon him.

THEATRE.

Arthur
Launce

motive

Mr. Wylie paused to consider a mo
ment, and then replied, "I wish, f?r rea
sons of my own, to break off this engage
ment with the lady I have spoken of."

lour interest in tins must be very
powerful," she said, suspiciously. "And
how am I to obtain an introduction to
him?"

Well, you know Parsons? He has
some acquaintance with Penrhyddyn, and
I think he can manage It for us."

Having come to a certain understand
ing in regard to her designs upon Ar
thur, and having received a cheque for the
hundred pounds she demanded, Mrs. Cas-
tleton bade Wylie good morning, and, de-

scending the stairs, stepped into her
brougham, that stood waiting outside the
house.

"Now, the next thing to be done," mut
tered Wylie, "is to bring Stafford and
Constance together. Let me see"
referring to some notes In his poeketbook

gone Into Cornwall, on a sketching
tour, and visit Penrhyddyn, Corn
wall ! Let me see let me see !" And
biting his nails, he fell Into deep thought.

CHAPTER X.
Sir Launce had returned to Cornwall on

the day previous to the ball, and It was
by his desire that his son remained In
town. "You have worked hard at tho
university," he said ; "now take your rec
reation, Of your future career in life
nothing can be determined until after the
30th November. If we tide over the

"What do you mean, James Wylie?" difficulty, you will live as your ancestors

will

any

may

have lived before you upon the produce
ot your estate. If we are shipwrecked,
you will have to make your way In the
world by means of your education and tal
ents, and such limited Interest aH I pos-
sess to back them, But do not return to
Penrhyddyn; you have been bo much ab
sent from It that it Is not at present en-
deared to you by many persona! associa-
tions. If the blow must fall, spare your-
self the shame and humiliation of seeing
It fall."

Although, from his secluded llfo In so

remote a dTsffJAt as Cornwall. Sir Lflttnco
knew but few people In the great world
of London, yet" lilrf flame would havo been
a passport sufficient to admit his son Into
the host society, lint Arthur was re-

served, and almost shy,, and hail hut llttlo
relish, for such. Ills fitoilly connections
were extremely limited.

And thus it was that Arthur Pcnrhyd-
dyn was an Idler about town. His llfo
was a strange, unsatisfactory one, and
so ho felt It. With a soul formed" for
friendship in its noblest meaning, ho-- pos-

sessed only casual acquaintances; and
with a heart yearning for love am! sym-

pathy, ho was loveless.
One evening he strolled into the stalls

.1... t , i a I 1'ui iiaymarKei l u. ; , fro.,ucUy oil t
been seated many minutes ho felt
a tap upon the shoulder; and upon turrr--
ing round, recognlted In a tall, arlsto- -
crntic looking man of some forty years, nn
acquaintance he had made some time back
in Stafford's studio.

ftef the first greetings, and some gen
eral remarks upon the iwrformance, wero
exchanged, the gentleman said suddenly,

By the way, Penrhyddyn, I must Intro
duce you to a lady friend of mine tho
loveliest woman you ever saw. She is
In that private box yonder," pointing to
one npon tho first tier. "She is the young
widow of a man of good family, from
whom sho inherited a handsome little
fortune."

Unable, without rudeness, to decline
the Introduction, Arthur followed his con-
ductor upstairs to the private box. Upon
the door being opened, he saw a lady, at- -

tfred fn superb evening costume, and en-

veloped in a cloud of costly Ince, sitting
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to prevent drying It Is best to
leave them there until they have been
frozen through. About January, earlier
or later, as tho case may be, the root
still retaining their soli nro
Into the forcing houise. They aro set
or packed close together on tho moist
dirt floor. Moist soli, preferably a rich
one, Is fllled In about onch plant, cov
ering the crown Bllghtly. After they
are once thus packed In they may not
need watering, but the roots and soil
should not be allowed to becorno dry.
Only strong, plant will pro-
duce the large, thick stalks to
twenty Inches high. American Agricul
turist

Qnlnnea Worth nrovrlnjr.
Humble though It service mny bo,

tho qulnco Is capable of yielding as
much at the table or profit in
the market, for the caic tiestowfwt in,,.

nervous J It, as either of Its more fortunate rela
tives, tho pear. Moreover,
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ful In flower, foliage nnd fruit than the
apple or pear, nnd may bo mado a thine
of beauty well an of futility on tho
home grounds. Most peoplo do not
give It play, and these suggestion
havo been offered In It defense.

There are few rarletls, beauso
quinces aro used bo llttlo that It
not paid a well to develop now sort
a It has for apples. Tho principal

commonly cultivated aro Ornngo
(also called apple qulnco), Mecch, Ilea,
Champion, Fuller, Borgeat, Van Do-ma-

Alaska. Orange Is grown proba- -
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will grow on soils that rofuso nourish-
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berry Is successfully grown on tho
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Krenh Air for Poultrr.
Tho poultry manager of tho Chnada

experiment station. A. O, Gilbert, has
recently published a summary of

experiment In poultry fevdlng
nnd breeding from which tho following
notes aro taken. Hens kept In cold
quarters nnd fed heavily produced
with strong genua which tmtched' well.
On tho other hand, poultry kept In nr- -

tlflcally wanned liounes laid: egg with
weak gerinn which hatched weak chick
ens. Tho "results were considered In
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