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The Trail of the Dead
THE STRANGE EXPERIENCE
OF DR. ROBERT HARLAND

By B. FLETCHER ROBINSON and J. MALCOLM ERASER

(Copyright, 1903, by Joseph B. Bowles)

Oil AFTER III.
In two strides my cousin was on the

steep and narrow stairs. For a man
of his age and alio be mounted them
with a surprising activity. Indeed, when
I gained the lauding ho was already
standing at the door of tho room. lie
held up his hand with a warning ges-

ture. I stepped up to him softly and
peeped over his shoulder.

By the side of an old sofa placed
against the wall of a room, half bed-

chamber, half study, Professor Marnac
crouched on his hands and knees. A
lamp stood on the floor at his elbow. lie
was working with feverish haste, yet
with a certain method, niovlug the lamp
onward as his examination of the section
lit by Its immediate rays was completed.
It was an odd sight, this silver-haire- d

figure- - that crept about, peeping and
peering, like some species of elderly ape.
So absorbed was he that it was nigh on
a minute before, with a swift sideways
turn of the head, he caught sight of our
faces in tho doorway and rose to his
feet.

"I can find no trace of it." said he,
smoothing back- - his hair with aBigh.
"It Is excessively annoying."

"Of what, may I ask, sir?" I queried.
"Of my signet ring. Mr. Harland.

A valued possession which I would not
lose for fifty ponnds."

"Pray let me assist you," said I, step-

ping forward and raising the lamp,
which the professor had replaced on the
table.

"Xo, no, Mr. Harland. Enough has
been done; in the presence of death we
must forget such trivialities. Besides,
although it was on my finger when I
entered the house, it may have been
dropped in the hall or on tho stairs. I
do not doubt that Hans will find it."

The professor spoke in so resolute a

fashion that politeness did not demand
that I should press the matter. My
cousin had already passed behind a great
screen of stamped leather that cut off

the bed from the rest of the apartment.
Marnac had stepped after him, and I,
though at a slower pace, followed them.
To be honest, the events of the evening
had disturbed me not a little. I had
grown suspicious, uneasy; and this an-

noyed me in that I was without reason-

able cause for such a frame of mind.
CJranted that the professor had dis-

played oddities of demeanor, yet he was
notoriously an eccentric And if my
cousin han become taciturn, if his po-

liteness rang insincerely, the death of his
old friend

"Stand back, Ilerr professor! stand
back, I say!"

It was Graden's voice, stern and de-

cisive. 1 sprang to the corner of the
screen and peered into the darkened
alcove beyond.

Upon his death-be- d pillows the calm
and simple face of poor Von Stockmar
gleamed like a mask carved in white
marble. But neither of the two men who
confronted each other across the body
looked upon it. Graden, a grim and
resolute figure, stood holding a common
wooden match-bo- x in his huge hands. He
had opened it carelessly, for cheap sul-

phur matches were scattered on the sheet
before him. Marnac'a face I could not
see, but In the pose of his back and
shoulders there was something feline
something suggestive of an animal about
to spring.

For a second or two the three of us
stood in silence. .y cousin was the first
to break it.

"Pray do cot let us detain you, Pro-
fessor Marnac," said he. "Should we
chance upon your ring, believe me, it will
be safe."

The professor straightened himself
with a little gesture of submission and
stepped back Into the lamplight. HiB
hand was on the latch, when be tnrned
upon us for we had followed him
with a face deformed with the most ma-

lignant fury.
"Au revoir, my friende," he cried. "I

wish you a pleasant evening."
And then afit of laughter took him

smothered, diaoolical merriment that
broke out in oily chuckles like water
gurgling from a bottle. Tho door closed
upon it. We stood listening as it grew
fainter, fainter, until it died away In
Bllence on the lower stairs.

"Turn the key, Cousin Robert. But
no; after him, lad, and bolt him out of
tho house, lieu be burning it down,
else."

Graden was inexplicable; but I ran to
obey. As I reached the ball, I heard the
clang of the street door, ana tne squeak'
log of the bolts as Hans shot them be
hind tho departing visitor.

When I the room I found
the screen pushed back against the wall,
and my cousin, in bis snlrt-sleeve- s, lean
ine over the bed. He barked at me over
his shoulder to sit down and keep quiet,
and I humbly obeyed him. Once or twice
he turned to tho lamp wnlch be bad at
his elbow, and I caught a glimpse of a
magnifying glass. Presently he rose,
and, carrying the lamp in his hand,
rommenced a circuit oi me room, uu
gerlng-no- and again to examine some
object. At tbo dressing-taoi-e no paused
for several minutes, using the magnify
ini? elass repeatedly. But shortly after
wards he threw himself into a chair be
side me with the air of a man whoso
work is done.

'.'It's no uisrespect to our little Her-

mann that I mean," said he, pulling
out a big briar, "but smoke I must"

He sat there pulling for a minute or
two, bis head sunk forward, his eyes
on tho floor. I watched him expectantly,

"It's a great gift, Is observation," he
began. "It makes just the difference
between mediocrity and success in game-liunte- rs

and novel-writer- s, In painters of
picture and explorers of the unknown
lands, where a man has never a map
to help him. And this same trick of

has given me some very
results this evening; and how

remarkable you will realize when I set
thaw out la proper order. You're a
logical head, Cousin Robert, and I want
you to give me your fullest attention.
Geatradlct we If I overstate the case.

.

"Fact the first: That a certain cele
brated scientist, Rudolf Marnac, had an
111 feeling a very ill and evil feeling
towards a certain brother-professo- r, one
Hermann Von otockmar. Fact the scv- -

ond: That Von Stockmar died sudden
ly."

"Of a natural cause, as certified by a
competent, physician," I added quickly.

"Exactly. Fact the third: Marnac,
who considers you a deserter to the
Stockmar camp as, indeed, I gather
from your own story appears In your
rooms to inform you of the sudden death
of his enemy. Now, why should he do
that?"

"He Is an eccentric. A sudden whim,
perhaps. We were very intimate once,
you must remember."

"Though hardly so now, from his man
ner of regarding you when he first an-

nounced himself this evening."
"He might have caught what we were

saying. Listeners hear uo good of
themselves, but that does not tend to im-

prove their tempers."
"Well, let that pass. It brings us to

fact number four: He tells a deliberate
lie."

"A Ho! But when?"
"The man was worth studying. When

I first saw him this evening, I ran my
pye over him. I especially noticed his
hands their suppleness, their delicate
color, their lone Drehenslle fingers. I
do' not doubt that he is very proud of
them. Ho wore no ring It is not the
custom of thoso who deal with germs to
so adorn themselves. What was he
looking for so anxiously in this room, if
it were not a ring? A uy did ho leave us
in the hail that he might conduct this
search before our presence disturbed
himr

"I cannot suggest an explanation; bnt
really, Cousin Graden, you seem to be
weaving a most unnecessary tangle. I
cannot imagine what result you expect
to obtain."

"A conviction for murder.'

CHAPTER IV.
I stared at him in the most pro

found amazement.
"Yes, murder. Cousin Robert; as de

liberate and cold-bloode- d a doing to
death of an innocent man as has ever
befouled a corner oi God's fair world."

He rose from s chair and plowed
heavily up and down the room. The
veins started in his forehead; his huge
hands knotted tnemselves tensely.

"Listen. This afternoon a man lay
asleep on that conch in the corner. e
know the manner of man a keen in-

vestigator, an indefatigable worker, an
honest fighter; but one who had never
done in ail bis life a mean or ignoble
action. There comes a creak upon the
stairs, the door Is opened softly, a head
peers in. He the murderer enters tne
room. He knew the custom of the bouse
in this warm September weather: the
doors open, the old servant asleep, the
master taking his regular siesta, How
far is he a criminal, how far a luna
tic? Is this act premeditated, or the
sudden tempting of opportunity? Who
can say? It Is enongh that in bis dis-

eased imagination be has come to regard
the sleeper as an enemy who maliciously
set himself to destroy his theories and
to bring ridicule on the laborious work of
years. His desire for revenge is con-

centrated on the man before him.
"How the 'things came Into bis pos

session I cannot guess, though that
should be a point easily discovered. He
himself may have obtained it from Af-

rica, or it may have come into his hands
by chance, as the chief of the Entomo-
logical Museum. But he has it safe
enough shut up in the tin box which fell
from his pocket In your rooms. Tho
spring of the lid was defective, you may
remember; it is that same defective
spring that will hang him.

"He stands over there, listening and
watching. There is no sound; the sleeper
will not wake. He opens the case upon
the dressing-tabl- e and lifts the 'thing'
with tweezers for every hair of It has
its poison. With scissors he cuts off
some score of hairs, catching them in
the crease of a folded sheet of note-pape- r.

He replaces it in the case and
closes the lid. Like an ugly shadow
he flits across to the couch, kneels by its
side, and one, two, three times blows
the hairs from tho creased paper across
the Intake of the sleeper's breath. He
turns, snatches up the case from the
table, and is gone. In five hours Profes-
sor Von Stockmar Is dead of inflamma-
tion of the lungs. There Is not a doc-

tor In all Germany who would chal-
lenge that diagnosis. In nine hours Pro-
fessor Rudolf Marnac Is accused by me,
Henry Graden, of murder."

"But this deadly 'thing'!" I cried, with
a sinking horror at my heart. "This
beast, reptile, insect what is It7 Where
Is it now?"

For answer ho thrust his fingers into
his pocket and drew out the same wooden
match-bo- x that I had seen blm with by
tbo bedside of tho dead man. He slid
it half open and tapped It sideways on
tho table under the lamp. A round,
fluffy ball rolled out and lay motionless.
Suddenly a little black head protruded,
a score of tiny feet paddled into motion,
and across the table thero crept a hairy
caterpillar a loathsome, disreputable
object, for across Its back lay a ragged
scar, where tho hairs bad been shorn
away.

"Do you recognize the species?"
In a faint-hearte- d way I leaned across

to grasp it, but with a sudden motion be
brushed my band aside.

"I see you do not," said he grimly.
"It is common enough in South Africa."

With the end of a match ho carefully
pushed tho Insect back Into the box,
and replaced it in his pocket.

"The luck was against Marnac," be
continued, "Not for one moment do J
suggest that otherwise I should liayo bus
pected the truth. To begin with, the de-

fective spring of tho case allowed the
caterpillar to escape while be was bend
Ine over poor Hermann. After he had
done his awfjl work he slipped it back

hastily Into his pocket. II? never rca -- ,

lacd what had occurred until, upon acci-

dentally pulling it out with his hand-

kerchief In your lodgings, he found It

empty. It was for that renaou lu
searched so anxiously. What became, o

It did not matter so long as It was not
thoueh. as a mat let

of fact, there was very small danger even

then of It affordlug a clue,
"And now wo come to a stroke or

abomltiahlo luck, of which Marnnc has
..,.... rlM In rnmlllnln. I fOUIld tilt

tttn Hiipot of tlie ueu

whero It had crawled In Its wanderings.

But that was not the worst of It. for

I happened to be tho ono man In all
Heidelberg who knew of Its peculiar
properties; who knew that its hairs are

slightly poisoned, sufficient Indeed to

raise a nasty rash on tne uauu;
i. h. i.n nM.tlme Hottentots em
ftuvn v.... -

ployed tt for removing their enemies by
blowing the hairs into tneir iuurb.
tonlt out n match-bo- x. emptied It, and

collected the caterpillar. I was closing

the box when X looKeu up anu raw ."-na- c

watching me with a shocking ex-

pression, which could hardly have dis-

torted the face of a perfectly sand man.

however provoked. :cariy every mur--y,

a n Demur lfinsp soraetvhere: but,
In my opinion, Marnac is In an unusually

bad way. It may turn out more of an
asvlum than a gallows business, anci
all."

"But tho details of the scene you pic-

ture; how did you obtain them?"
"I am a quick thinker, and the events

of the evening began to arrange them-Moii?- o

In n sort of sequence, crowucd
by the discovery of the caterpillar. Ths
Infereucc to be gathered irom tnem wa
obvious. I examined the nostrils of ths
ri.nri mnn. nnd found four of the cater
pillar hairs caught therein. On the dress
ing-tab- le lay an ordinary pair oi nau
scissors. Two hairs were jammed where
the blades met. On the creased sheet of
paper, which I found behind the coucn,
there, was no sign: but the use to which
It had been put was plain. From Han
I knew the custom of the house: the
sleep after the midday meal, the open
doors, the opportunity. Is tho matter
plain to you?"

"What are you going to aor n was
all that I could say.

Vr.Mnf" To annear at a
German police-stati- on at this hour with
miH tin oTtrnnrrlinnrV fitorv WOUld beou.. ." . - .
for two foreigners, at least the height
of absurdity. Besides, were is no nurry;
Marnac won't budge. He'll sit it out,
nor.r f tA r Tt

One o'clock clanged out from the
steeples as I bade good-nig- ht to Graden
nf h ilnnr of mr lodcincs. He had al
ready secured a room in a neighboring
hnfpL

Have you a lock on your bed-roo-

door i ' said he.
"t hollor sn'
u'til. n- -, It to-nlc- We've an ngly

customer to deal with; and the worst of
It is that, unless I am much mutagen.
he knows how much we know."

fohpii him bs he away, a
gigantic figure in the moonlight, waving
the thick stick he carried. Never had
.no ciilr. tMrnnl m tinomuf ortablv dark.
never had they ', creaked behind me so

mysteriously. It was with a sigh or re-

lief that I mined mv room and by a
quick glance ajesored mysek that I was
alone.

rolled

if umM thst I hud nnlr iust droDDed
off Into dreamland for, Indeed, sleep
had been hard to woo that night when
a knocking at my door brought me from
m KmI. T nnlnrfctd and opened It.
rvinoin r.r-mA- -n filled the for round.

.. .. . . J .1 .... .U m.

1 dldn t tninx ne a umw uy ku

KDouee." said he. "But he has, none the
lea. Marnac has bolted P

"And your
T .hall tnUnwr"

Bo commenced those strange wander- -

Inmi wh eh I shall entitle xne xrau oi
the Dead."

(To be continued.)

Tkonshta Do Much Harm.
We should be appalled if we could

see nasa before us. In vivid panorama,
t!u. wrecks caunMJ in n Uietime iy
cruel thought A step here, a thnwt
there, a malicious sarcasm, bitter
Irony, ungenerous criticism, a jealous,
envious, or revengeful thought, hatred
nnd anger are all going out constantly
from many a mind on deadly missions.

Servants have actually been made
dishonest by other persons perpetual
ly holding the suspicion twit uicy were
dishonest This thought suggests Uls

honesty to the suspected perhaps Tor

the first time, and being constantly
held, takes root aud growB, nnd bears
the fruits of theft The old provcrh.
"If vou have the name, you might as
well have tho game," Is put Into ac
tion many times. It Is simply cruel to.
hold a susplc'ous thought of another
until you have positive proof. That
other person's mind Is sacred; you
have no rlc it to Invade It with your
miserable thoughts and pictures of

Manv nconle scatter fear thoughts,
doubt thoughts, failure thoughts wher-
ever they eo; and these take root In
minds that might othorwlHO be free
from thera and, therefore, happy, con-

fident nnd successful. Fiu-m-

Vurror Kxcripe.
"I can euro you, I believe," said tho

young doctor, "but you must drink no
coffee "

"I never do drink coffee," Interrupt-
ed the patient.

."E-r-, don't Interrupt me. As I was
saying, you must drink no coffee but
purest Mocha. You must drink a lit-

tle of that every morning." Philadel-
phia Press.

A Deep One.
"Senator Slye ndvlso nil young men

to bo honest"
"Well?"
"But he's an old grnfter,"
"Just so. And ho wants to 'reduce

competition In his lino." Philadelphia
Bulletin. -

Ample Citime.
"But then, ho had good grounds for

divorcing his wife."
"Is that so?"
"Yes, Indeed. Her complexion didn't

match the color of bis now auto,"
Judge.
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Clod Jln.hM, Lvveltr im1 ,r"'
rni.i. tii..-.v- ..i leveler and ruK

cau alo be used for mushing down

cornstalks aud weeds. Cut off a log

-- i Iiw-Ih- n il ntneuT w"
will Fiillt straight through tho middle

nicely, take off the bark from both
..i !. iii lonvn ouo tint sldo anil

one rounding sldo to each piece; t

souio old hnlf-lnc- li rou irou, i -i-

...f iif.u,,. IiwIipm lone, hnvo taps on
11 LTV U. ,.. !.,.
one end and hook about two

long, bent on the other end; uore "
nugor holes in each piece a foot from

....i. tmf t in hooKS wuu ini, '. - . .
through holes. (Jet two piece

log chains, with three links each, which

will fnsten tho two pieces of timber to-

gether. Bore two more holes In one or

the pieces about two feet from each

end, and tako one long trace chuln and

fni,.n tn doubletree. Letter A shows
- if von want io

pHhJ
0000 FIELD COSTBJVANCE.

make It heavier, drop a polo on tho
chnlns between the logs. This win
make as flue a drag, clod crusher, land
leveler, stnlk and weed knocker as you

would wish to use.

Griiilliitf Crrnm.
The establishment of creameries has

done much to put the dairy business
on a stnblo and profitable bnsis, nH well
as to provide consumers with a mil
form quality of good butter. Tho In
traduction of the hand separator, by
enabling the fanner to feed sklm-mll- k

In prime condition and minimizing
traiisjiortatloii expense,, has also dono
much for the business. This has not
been without a drawback, however, In

that the separated cream is not niways
kept under proper conditions, nnd thnt
delivered to the creameries differs
greatly In quality. When all are paid
the same rate for butter fat there la

no Incentive to careful preservation of
the cream. At the exierlnient station
Manhattan, Kan., a system of grading
cream was adopted about two years
ago, the prices paid varying with the
quality of the cream. This has resulted
In great Improvement In the cream dc
llvered and enables tho butter maker
to do his part better. Bulletin No. III."

"Grading Cream," treats of this sub
Ject, and can bo obtained by uddresslug
the station as above.

The "War to Mnke llc-n-a MnuH.
One of the achievements of modern

poultixkeeplng Is thnt of forcing n hen
to doff her old coat, and grow a new
one before the time when she would
do so naturally. Many hens shed tliel
feathers so late In the season, natural
ly, that cold weather overtnkes them
before they get now suits, consequently
they seldom begin laying before spring
If the moult can be hastened so that
a new coat of feathers Is grown and
tho laying can be started before cold
weather, the prospect Is good for
supply of eggs during fall nnd winter.

The result Is usunlly accomplished
by cutting off all meat and mash foods,
putting the hens on short rations of
grain for a week or so to stop tho lay
Ing, then allow moro liberty and feed a
full ration high In protein. This loosens
the old feathers, which drop off quickly
and starts a rapid growth of the now.
A liberal allowance of beef scrap
essential, nnd Unseed men! Is nn ndvun
tnge. Sunflower seeds aro also good
during tho moult

Tape Worm In Turkey.
Tho presence of tho tnpoworm mny

be recognized through tho Indolent,
drowsy spirits of turkeys Infested by
it; a careful examination of voiding
will rvenl Its presence, ns thoso in
fested will pass small portions of tho
worm. Powdered mnlo fern Is nn of
fectlvo remedy, and mny bo ndmlnls
tercd In doses of from thirty grains
to ono dram of tho powder; or of tho
liquid extract, fifteen to thirty drops.
This should bo udtulnlstcrcd morning
and evening before feeding: the mini
mum doso to tho younger, Increasing
tne uoso as tney grow oidor. Oil of
turpentine is an excellent remedy
against worms ot au kinds which In
habit tho digestive organs of poultry,
A cointnon remedy for tho removal of
worms from fowls is one drop of koro
sene ou nigut ana morning. This
should not bo administered to the very
young, uut may ue used with Imnunl

j ty after tuey are a few weeks old.

llHHKrHN Corn Test.
Tho cornstalk borer 1ms Infested va

rious parts of tho county for many
ears, hut linn not dono grout ilamnKH

li most parts of tho corn belt. It Iihh

begun to appear In Iowa and Kansas In
thu last two or three years.

It Is n Inrgo, wlilto, brown-spotte- d

caterpillar which bores Into a stalk of
oung corn. When fully grown It bur

rows down Into tho tup-roo- t, nnd In
the spring transforms to a pupa, from
which tho adult soon cinorges nnd lays
Its eggs on tho young corn near tho

The young larvao hatching from them
bora Into tho stnlk and upward through
tho pith. When fully grown they boro
outwards to tho surface, making a hole,
from which tho moth escapes nnd trans
forms to pupa In tho burrow. This in
sect Is two-broode- tho second brood
feeding on tho old stalks, generally be-

tween tho second Joint and tho ground,
and becoming full grown about harvest
time, when they go Into winter

When corn was seriously Infested
last year and tho stalks left standing
a second Infestatlou may bo expected
this yenr unless tho farmer has raked
nnd burned, n method which wo have
niways suggested when the cornstalks
wero known to harbor any kind of In-

sect posts. Corn Is too good to Iks with
out Is full supply of enemies, which at
tack It from tho very tlnm It Is planted
In the ground until It Is In tho full
ear.

CheKD Vuel AleohoU
Dennturlsed alcohol will probably be--

como nuother great product or me
southern state. It Is claimed that cot
tonseed oil machinery is perfectly
adnpted to making Industrial alcohol
from tho notato. If this is successfully
proven, tho many cottonseed oil mills
of the south, which are Idle encn sum
mer season for lack of material, will bo

able to operate nil tho time and keep
their employes together. Furthermore,
lielng already equlpied with tho ma
chlnery, they will, no doubt, bo nblo to

manufacture the alcohol very cheaply.
Farmers would also bo benefited by tho
immense demand for itotntoen that
would result. In Cuba alcohol Is pro
duced nnd sold from twelve to fifteen
cents a gallon, nnd It Is said to make
an excellent fuel for running engines.
It produces no soot or disagreeable
odors. When the law recently passed
by congress to dennturlro Alcohol In
tho United Stutes becomes operative It
Is exjiectcd greatly to increase the use
of the article both for fuel and other
purges.

ArranKlnir Ur Kettle.
This Illustration gives a plan to set

up a kettle In butchering tlmo which II

much better than tho old way wltb
posU and pole. Tako ono nnd one-hal- f-

HOW TO BI7T THE KETTIX.

Inch old wagon tire to tho blacksmith
shop and get n ring made tho slzo ol
your kettle, with three legs welded tc
It, nnd you can move ,your kettle an J
place whero wanted, and nothing Is 1c

your way to go around It

Culiiir Aapurnirtia fllnlka.
The right way lu cutting nsparngut

stalks, sayB an expert In answer to
question, Is to cut everything clean up
to the-en- of tho asparagus' season, ot
up to about tho time that green pent
are fit to gather. After that we let nil
tho stalks grow, but If we wero to cut
any, we would remove the little one
rather than the big ones. This clean
cutting 1b also thu best remedy for the
asparagus beetle, which gives us mmt
trouble here. Ah long as nil the stalkt
aro cut, the Insect Is given no chance to
breed, and Inter on, when wo stop cut
ting, wo can Bjiray tho plants with the
Bordeaux mixture and nrsouate of lead
combination which makes an end to the
beetle attacks for a while, and also
checks tho rust If that gives trouble

VhIho of Dairy
Thero wero 12,M7,30.1,r30 of,

and 588,180,471 pounds of cream I

used In 11)01 lu tho manufacture of
pounds of butter, 818,000,-20- 0

pounds of cheese and &QM8,182
pounds of condensed milk. These fig-

ures part of the census of manufac-
tures 1005. The total cost of the
materials In the Industry wss
1142,020,277, while the of the

was 1108,182,780, an of
former'bf 81.8 per cent, of the

latter of 28.0 per The tfumbfr
of establishments dropped from 0,213
to 8,020, while capital Increased 80

cent to f47,2ft0,86U wfere
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