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for The Term of His Natural Life
By iWARGUS CLARKE

CHAPTER XXVII.
On or nbout the 8th of December,

Mr. Frere noticed a sudden and unnc- -

countablo chanso in the manner of th
chaplain. Ho enme to her one after
noon, and, after talking for some tlmo,
in a vncue and unconnected manner,
about the miseries of the prison, and tho
Wretched condition of some of the.pris.

, oners, began to question her abruptly
concerning Rufus Dawes.

"I do not wish to think of him," said
she. with a shudder. "I have the stran
gest, tho most horrible dreams about
him. Ho Is a bad man. Ho tried to
murder me when a child, and had it not
been for my husband, ho would have
done so. I have only seen him once
since then at Hobart Town, when ho
was taken."

"He sometimes speaks to me of you,"
said North, eying her. "Ho asked me
once to give him a rose plucked in your
garden."

Sylvia turned pale. "And you gave
it him?"

'Tea, I gave It him. Why not? You
are not alien?

"Oh, no! Why should I be angry?"
she touched constrainedly. "It was a
strange fancy for tho man to have, that's
all."

"I suppose you would not give mo an
other rose, if I asked you?

"Why not?" said she, turning away
uneasily. "You? You ore a gentleman."

"Not I you don't know me. It would
be better for you if you had never seen
me."

"Mr. North!" Terrified at the wild
gleam in his eyes, she had risen hastily,
"You are talking very strangely."

"Oh. don't be alarmed, madam. I had
better leave you. Indeed, I think the
less we see of each other the better.

Deeply wounded and astonished at this
extraordinary outburst, Sylvia allowed
him to stride away without a word. The
next day he met her, and, bowing, pass
ed swiftly. This pained her.

So a week passed, and Mr. North did
not retnrn. Unluckily for the poor
wretch, the very self-sacrifi- he had
made brought about the precise condi
tion of things which he was desirous
to avoid. But the very fact of the
sudden wrenching away of her compan
ion showed her how barren was the soil
tary life to which she had been fated

Her husband, she had long ago admit
ted, with bitter was
utterly unsuited to her. She could find
in his society no enjoyment, and for
the sympathy which she needed was
compelled to turn elsewhere. She un
derstood that his love for her had burn
ed itself out. In a word, she found that
the society of North had become so far
necessary to her, that to be deprived of
It was a grief notwithstanding that her
husband remained to console her.

After a week of such reflections, tho
barrenness of life grew Insupportable
to her, and one day she came to Mau-

rice and begged to be sent back to Ho
bart Town. "I cannot live in this nor
rlble Island," she said. "I am getting
111. Let me go to my father for a few
months, Maurice." Maurice consent-
ed. His wife was looking ill, and Major
Vlckers was an old man a rich old man

who loved his only daughter. It was
not undesirable that Mrs. Frere should
visit her father; indeed, so little sym
nathy was there between the pair, that,
the first astonishment over, Maurice felt
rather glad to get rid of her for a
while. "You can go back In the Lady
Franklin, if you like, my dear," he said.
"I expect her every day." At this de-

cision much to his surprise she kissed
lilm with more show of affection than
she had manifested for a long time.

The news of the approaching depart
ure became known, but still North did
not make bis appearance. Had it not
been a step beneath the dignity of a
woman, Mrs. Frere would have gone
herself and asked him the meaning of
Ills unaccountable rudeness; but there
was just sufficient morbidity in the sym
pathy she had for him to restrain her
from an act which a young girl, though
not more innocent, would have dared
without hesitation.

Between the commandant and the
chaplain now arose a coolness, and
Frere set himself, by various petty
tyrannies, to disgust North and compel
him to a resignation of his office. The
convict jailers speedily marked the dlf- -

ferenco In tho treatment of the chaplain,
and their demeanor jchanged. For re-
spect was substituted insolence; for
alacrity, sullenness; for prompt obedi
ence, impertinent intrusion. Tho men
whom North favored wero selected as
special subjects for harshness, and for
a prisoner to bo seen talking to the cler
gyman was sufficient to Insure for him
a series of tyrannies. There was but
one being who was not to be turned from
his allegiance the convict murderer,
Bnfus Dawes, who awaited death. For
many days he had remained mute, brok-
en down beneath his weight of sorrow
or of sullenness.

Frere, unable to comprehend the rea-
son of the calmness with which the
doomed felon met his taunts and tor-
ments, thought that he was shraming
piety to gain some Indulgence of meat
and drink, and redoubled his severity.
He ordered Dawes to be taken out to
work just before the hour at which the
chaplain was accustomed to visit him.

The method and manner of Frere's
revenge became a subject of whispered
conversation on the island. It was

that North had been forbidden to
visit the convict, but that he had re-
fused to accept tho prohibition, and, by
a threat of what he would do when the
returning vessel had lauded him in Ho-
bart Town, had compelled tho command-
ant to withdraw his order. Tho com-
mandant, however, speedily discovered In
Ilufus Dawes signs of insubordination,
and set to work again to reduce again
still further the "spirit" he had bo in-

geniously "broken." The unhappy con-

vict was deprived of food, was kept
awake at nights, was put to the hardest
labor, was loaded with the heaviest
Irons. Troke suggested that, If the tor-
tured wretch would dsellne to see the
chaplain, some amelioration of hU con-

dition might be iffected; but his sugge-
stion f were la raX Fkalr ketterbuc

that his death was certain, Dawes clung
to North as tho savior of his agonised
soul, and rejected all such insidious over
tures. Enraged at this obstinacy, Frero
sentenced his victim to tho "spread
eaglo and tho "stretcher."

Now, the rumor of tho obduracy of
this undaunted convict, who had .been
recalled to her by the telcrgyman at their
strange Interview, had reached Sylvia's
cars. She questioned her husband con
ccrnlng the convict's misdoings, but
with tho petulant brutality which ho In
variably displayed when the namo of
Rufus Dawes intruded Itself Into their
conversation, Maurice Frero harshly re--

iuscu to satisfy her.
One sultry afternoon, when tho com

mnndant had gone on a visit of Inspec-
tion, Troke, lounging at tho door of tho
now prison, beheld with surprise tho fig
ure or tne commandant a lady.

"What Is It, ma'am?" ho asked
scarcely able to bellovo his eyes.

"I want to see the prisoner Dawes,
He s he's under punishment,

ma am."
"What do you mean? Are they flog'

ging hlm7 '
"No; but but he's dangerous,

ma am. '
"Do you wish me to complain to tho

commandant?" cries Sylvia, with a touch
of her old spirit, and jumping hastily
nt the conclusion that tho jailers were,
perhaps, torturing tho convict for their
own entertainment. "Open the door at
once at oncoi"

Thus commanded, Troke, with a hasty
growl of its "being no affair of his, and
he hoped Mrs. Frero would tell tho cap
tain how It happened," flung open tho
door of a cell on tho right hand of tho
doorway. It was so dark that at first
Sylvia could distinguish nothing but tho
outline of a framework, with something
stretched upon it that resembled a hu
man body. Her first thought was that
the man was dead, but this was not so

he groaned, ner eyes, accustomed
themselves to the gloom, began to see
what tho "punishment" was. Upon tho
floor was placed an iron frame about
six feet long, and two and a half feet
wide, with round iron bars, placed trans
versely, about twelve inches apart. The
man she came to seek was bound in a
horizontal position upon this frame, with
Ms neck projecting over tho end of It.
If he allowed his head to hang, the
blood rushed to his brain, and suffocated
him, while the effort to keep It rnised
strained every muscle to agony pitch.
His face was purple, and he foamed at
the mouth. Sylvia uttered a cry. "This
Is no punishment; It's murder! Who
ordered this?"

"The commandant," said Troke. sul
lenly.

I don't bellevo it. Loose him, I say.
Halley! you, sir, there!" The noise
had brought several warders to the spot.
"Do yon hear me? Do you know who
I am? Loose him, I say!" In her eager-
ness and compassion, she was on her
knees by the side of the Infernal ma-
chine, plucking at the ropes with her
delicate fingers. "Wretches, you have
cut his flesh! He Is dying! Help! You
have killed him!"

The prisoner, in fact, seeing this angel
of mercy stooping over him, and hearing
close to him the tones of a voice that
for seven years he had heard but in his
dreams, had fainted. Troke and Halley.
alarmed by her vehemence, dragged the
stretcher out Into the light, and hastily
cut the lashings. Dawes rolled off like
a log, and hi bead fell against Mrs,
Frere. Troko roughly pulled him aside
and called for water. Sylvia, trembling
with sympathy, and palo with passion,
turned upon the crow. "How long has
he been like this?"

"An hour," said Troke.
"A lie!" said a stern voice at the door.

"He has been there nine hours!"
Wretches!" cried Sylvia, "you shall

hear more of this. Oh, oh! J nm sick"
she felt for tho wall "I I "

North watched her with agony on his
face, but did not move. "I faint. I '

She uttered a despairing cry that was
not without a touch of anger. "Mr.
North! do you not see? Oh! Take me
home take me home!" And she would
have fallen across the body of the tor
tured prisoner had not North caught her
in liis arms.

Rufus Dawes, nwaklng from his stu
por, saw, in the midst of a sunbeam
which penetrated a window in the corri-
dor, the woman who camo to save his
body supported by tho priest who came
to save his soul; and, staggering to his
knees, he stretched out his hands with
a hoarse cry. Perhaps something In the
action nrougnt dock to tne dimmed re-

membrance of the commandant's wife
the Imago of a similar figure stretching
forth its hands to a frightened child In
the mysterious far-of- f time. She start
ed, and, pushing back her hair, bent a
wistful, terrified gaze upon the face of
the kneeling man, as though she would
fain read there an explanation of the
shadowy memory which haunted her. It
is possible that she would have spoken,
but North thinking the excitement had
produced ono of thoso hysterical crises
which were common to her gently drew
her, still gazing, back toward the gate.
Tho convict's arms fell, and an Indefina
ble presentiment of evil chilled him as he
beheld the priest slowly draw the fair
young creature from out the sunlight into
the grim shadow of the heavy archway.
For an Instant tho gloom swallowed
them, and then they passed out of the
prison archway into the freo air of heav
en and the sunlight glowed golden on
their faces.

You are III." said North. "You will
faint. Why do you look so wildly?"

"What Is It?" she whispered, more in
answer to her own thoughts than to his
question "what is it that links mo to
that man? What deed what terror
what memory? I tremblo with crowding
thoughts that dlo ero thoy can whisper
to me. Oh, that prison!"

They reached tho house, and he plac
ed her tenderly In a chair. "Now you
are safe, madam, I will leave you."

one burst Into tears, "Why do you
treat me thus, Mr. North? What hare
I done to make yoa hate me?"

"Hate you!" said North, with treat- -

blla line. "Oh, so, I do aot do sot I

hate you. I am rude in my speech, ab-

rupt In my manner. You must forget
it and and me."

A horse's foot crashed upon the gravel,
and an Instant after Maurice Frero burst
Into tho room. Returning from tho Cas-

cades, he had met Troke, and learned
tho rclcaso of tho prisoner. Furious at
this usurpation of authority by his wife,
his self-estee- wounded by the thought
that she had witnessed his moan rovengo
upon tho man ho had so infnmously
wronged, nnd his natural brutality en-

hanced by brandy, he had made for tho
house at full gallop, determined to as-

sert his authority. Blind with rage, he
saw no ono but his wife. "What's this
I hear? You have been meddling In my

business! You releaso prisoners I"
"Captain Frcrel" said North, stepping .

mill! iu nuunui iu -
I nHforward to assert tho restraining P"" box, particularly when ono enn .

enco of a Frere stnrted, as- - . .,n .,, nml with but Httlo
luuip.it-- u ui wiu iinr.n.wi. wi ...v .....,
Here was another outrage of his dig-

nity, another Insult to his supromo au-

thority.
"You here, too! What do you want

here? rri.t. t. .,nrri It?" r.mteiilmr them together or
eyes glanced wrathfully from ono theHrejf iho fronts nro cut to ns to r,

and ho strodo toward North. "You tnIn ti,0 proper slant and then cover
hypocritical, lying scoundrel, If It wain
for your black coat, I'd "

"Maurice!" cried Sylvia, In an agony
of shame and terror, striving to place a

. nrestraining nnnd upon sot onboxes nroho,.. .a norm eurso
that North, pale with righteous rage,
seemed prompted to strlko tho burly
ruffian tho oarth. For or
two tho two men faced ench other, and
then Frere, muttering threats of ven-

geance against each and all convict,
jailers, wife and priest flung the sup-

pliant woman violently from him nnf
rushed from tho room. She fell hcnvllt
ngnlnst tho wall, and as tho chnplnin
raised her ho heard tho hoof strokes of
tho depnrting horse.

"Oh!" cried Sylvia, covering her fnco

with .trembling hands, "let me leave this
place."

North strove to soothe her with In-

coherent words of comfort. Dizzy with
the blow she had received, she clung to
him, sobbing. Twice he tried to tear
himself away, but had ho loosed his
hold she would have fallen. "Why
should you bo thus tortured?" ho cried.
"Heaven never willed you to bo mated

thnt boor you, whoso life should bo
all sunshine. Leave htm leavo him.
Ho has cast you off."

"I am going," she said faintly. "I hnd
already arranged to go."

North trembled. They looked nt ench
other; sho comprehended tho "hntrcd"
ho had affected for her, and, deadly pale,
drew back tho cold hand he held.

"Go!" she murmured. "Leavo me,
leave mo! Do not see me or speak f
me again."

(To be continued.)

BURGLAR'S USE OF SOAP.

It Ilelpa Hint Get Into Safe nnd
Oat of 1'rUon.

Cleanliness, next godliness and
soap, Is tho right bower of physlcnl
purity. Yet the innocent bnr of soap
is of prime Importance in tho kit of tho
professional burglar.

The Importance of soap In the raids
of yeggmen from the time the crime

committed the day the prisoner
escapes from Jail lias been demonstrat-
ed in a single case In Wisconsin. Soup
not only tnado the robbery of n post-offic- e

safe possible, but it was the prin-
cipal factor In tho escape of tho leader
of the band after ho was arrested for
the robbery.

The discovery of this use of soap
was made by E. E. Frnser of La Crosse,
a postofllco Inspector of tho Chicago
district

Tho safe in tho postofllce nt Stod-
dard, W,is., was blown open and three
crookB wero arrested for tho crime.
They were held In the La Crosse Coun
ty Jail pending trial In tho United
States Court Two of the trio es-

caped.
An investigation was nindo of tho

circumstances In connection with tho
robbery. It was found thut the sufo
had been blown up with nitroglycerin.
The explosive had been iiourod Into tho
snfo lock through a funnel made by
curving out n enko of common laun
dry soap.

Not long after the arrest tho first
prisoner, Homer Earl Trulnor, es- -

enped the

mystery only until turnkey government.
10,000 pounds

escnie.

authorities
Incisions made In the bars by tho pris
oner were discovered In tho dally
Inspections of Jull. It wuh found

that soap been used envy countries which
cannot grow

eonp rubbed Into tho open-
ings made, leaving tho bars apparently
Intact during tho operation.

But most remarkable ol
soap in the escape Cun-
ningham, uIIub Pntsy Flannlgnn,
bank Hnenk. He killed
22, 1000, In running fight with
sheriff's posse nfter robbing bank
at Montague, Texas.

tools from confederate,
tho nnd cut holo in tho Htono
floor work wns discov-
ered, but In effort evldenco

the turnkey tho authorities
Interference. They Intended

stop. Cunningham before hole In tho
floor was made Jnrgo to permit
tho passage of body.

Cunningham learned that was
ing and hero tho soap figured
again. Though the tho floor
wns only nbout eight Inches diam
eter, Cunningham escaped. According
to tho story by n fellow-prison- er

tho witness stand Chllder's trial,
Cunningham covered tho edgea of tho

with soap, lathered his naked
body, and slipped through.

So, besides tho Innocent uses of tho
toilet, soap properties which sneak
tbleres and robbers appreciate. Since
the affair Tralnor Cunningham
Isspector Fraser has found that soap

first place In the kit.
Wuhlngtoa Post

Honie-Mnd- e drain Io.
Thcro Is enough grain stored ou ovcrj

. . i.niiiitntf of n grain

striuizer.

moment

IUr 11 tl-I- J O.uu.l ... "gi, n i easily constructed

from dry goods boxos, using number

of tho same size to obtnln tho desired
nn.l ...Hllllf tllOU! OIUl 10 CHU,
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t nindo thnt box doxu
lw locked Divisions nro

made In tho lnsldo In wu

tho quantity of each kind of grain to
ins gnu, , i0OT

,i . fh ft stored. Tho

to a

to

to

Is to

nn

It

Is so or
if

about fifteen Inches high and ench of
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placed on It near where tno leg oom

THE HOME-MAD- E CHAIN HOX.

the box. These tins will prevent vermin
In the shnno of rats and mlco from

easily the lxx nnd getting
nt the cruln. If desired tno several
divisions may be lined Inside so as to

make them more vermin proof. Tho Il-

lustration shows how simple this grain
box Is. Indianapolis News.

ShrnrliiK Slirep Mnclilms
I have used n sheep-shearin- g nm

chine for the last live or tlx years, says
i ooriestMiiulent of Rural New Yorker,

The innehlnes have boon very much

linnroved In that time. knife,
or dinners, thnt I had very soon got

I'lnirifod. mid did noor work on sheep
lind line or oily wool, or hnd any

wrinkles. The one I now have, used

on the siiine machine, will clip nny kind
of a sheen or wool. Now ns to the ill

reel question, the machine any ad
vantage over hand work? Ho long ns

had the hearers, who

could turn off thirty to forty sheep a

day. well Hheured. I had no need of a

machine. As the old died off, or
were unable to shear any longer, and
because of the scarcity of sheep few
young men took up It be

cnine a to know how to get

tho sheep well nnd economically shear
Tho who wero unused to It

not only cut the sheep nnd tangled up
the wool, but they would shenr only n

few sheep per day, which nindo It ex-

pensive. For this reason I put In n

machine.

Heed Corn IJ reed In if lnr.
Corn-breedin- g work, still In Its In-

fancy, already has spelled profit for
many growers. Material increases in
yield, duo In Inrgo meusuro to plant-
ing improved tested seed, hnvo been so
general thut funnerH everywhere are
adopting better methods of seed selec-
tion. And other countries, noting what
1ms been accomplished by American
corn breeders, hnvo taken steps to fol-

low their example. an
seed-cor- n breeding company shin- -

from Jail by sawing tho barn ped 1,300 bushels of corn to tho ngrl- -

of his cell. How lie got tho saws wus cultural denartmeiit of the Kirvntlnn
n tho of tho' Tho same company has
Jnll, J. M. Guilders, wus of ; also nn order of
assisting In tho 0f seed corn to Australia, whero It will

noise of the sawing wus not.be used In breeding work by
heard by tho other attendants, und tho the agricultural of that

not
the
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White I'ekln Duck.
Tho Whlto I'ekln Is a popular duck

which has a distinctive typo especially
Its own, and differing from all others
In the shape and carrlago of Its body.
Tho legs aro set far back, which causes
tho bird to walk In an upright position.
In size theso ducks nro vory largo, somo
reaching as high as twenty pounds to
tho pair. Their flesh Is very dellcato
ond freo from grossncss, and they aro
ronsldered among tho best of tnblo

WHITE 1'KKlIf DUCKS.

fowls. They are excellent luycrs, aye
aging from 100 to lUO eggs each In a
season. They ore non-setter- hardy,
easily raised nnd tho eurllest In tuatur-lo- g

of any ducks.

(ItlltlCHN.

The Guinea Is Mnld to bo a native of
western Africa nnd Is n very active
bird of n rather wild nature. The wild
nnturo of tho beautiful fowls Is an ob-

jection with ninny noultrymen. There
aro two breeds of gutnoHM, the iearl
and tho whlto guinea. The pearl guinea
Is of a wilder disposition than the
whlto guinea. Doth breeds are nbout
tho sauio size. Tho flesh of tho pearl
guinea Is darker thnu that of the
white, which makes tho whlto guinea
preferable as n tnblo fowl, Both breeds
of guineas nro good summer egg pro
duccrs. They begin laying In April or
May and continue to lay until Into In
tho fall. The pearl gulnen Is very sen
sltlvo about having her nest disturbed
and often leaves tho nest If a pnrt of
her eggs nro removed. Tho whlto guinea
Is not so particular nbout her nost nnd
will continue to lay In tho nest If only
one egg Is left In It. Our whlto guineas
often lay In tho nest boxes In tho jkiuI
try houso with tho chicken lions.
Guineas nro vnlunblo Insect destroyers,
They will cat Insects that tho chickens
will not, such ns the potato hug and
gooseberry worm. I noticed our guineas
picking tho worms off tho gooseberry
bushes and not a worm escaped that
the guineas could roach. They picked
tho worms off ns high as they could
Jump.

1 1 hit to Olrdlt) (Irnpo Vlnea,
Tho girdling or ringing of grapevines

Is done to Increase tho size of ench
cluster. It Is not done generally, how
ever, although some find the method
profitable. Tho bark Is entirely re-

moved below tho fruit cluster nbout a
mouth before the period of ripening
which hastens maturity nbout n week
or two and enlarges tho bunch nnd
berrlc!?. The sap nscends through tho
pores of tho wood to sustain growth,
but tho elaborated sap deneemlH through
tin wood and tho hark and can go no
lower thnu tho iwlnt nt which tho glr
die Is made, whero It stops and Is utll
Ized In feeding the grnpei. Home In
Jury Is done the vino below tho girdle.
and henro It may not pay ou nn ex ten
slve scale.

Jumper to Urrnk Colt.
A Canadian farmer says that there

Is nothing yet discovered so useful .it
lircnklng a colt In winter as tho old
fashioned "Jumjicr." A Juniper Is sliu

Titr juurea.
ply made of two saplings twenty feet
or more long, weakened nbout five feef
from tho butt ends by shaving tho up-I-ht

sides half through, no thnt tho pole
sag when the rider Is on tho seat and
tho colt hitched. The seat Is supported
by four posts nnd the horso Is placed
far out In the shafts. A colt cannot go
over backwards with this.

flood Tonlo for tbo Hoira.
If tho hogs nro growing as fast and

doing as well as they can do, nothing
Is needed In tho way of medicine. But
If they nro n Httlo off In nny way, a
few doses of tho following will straight
en them up.

Wood charcoal, 1 pound; sulphur, 1
pound: sodium chloride. 2 notiiiils: sn.
dluui bicarbonate, 2 itounds; sodium
hyposulphite, 2 pounds; sodium sul-
phate, 1 pound; antimony sulphide, 1

iKJiind. I'ulvcrlzo and thorouuhlv mix.
The dose Is n largo tablespoonful for
each 200 pounds weight of hogs to bo
treated, given onco n day. Tho hogs
will eat this mixed In their food, unless
very III, when It should bo poured Into
tiiem, mixed In water.

Hrnrdlc llurlny Crop.
Beardless barley Ih entirely freo

from barbs, unless tho seed is nn'liient.
ally mixed with some other variety. It
noes not yield ho well ns some of tho
nearueu sorts, nor Is It n irood mnltlnir
barley. It Is a good feed for pigs,
sheep or fowls and for horsos when
crushed. Its dlNtlnuulshl lit? nilvniihiL'O
Is that It stands tin well nnd rlnens
very early, coming off tho irround soon
enough to let tho clover or alfalfa sown
WltU It tnkO IMSKesslon Imfnrn It In
much wenkned by shading. It is the
oesi nurso crop yet found for clover or
alfalfa, nnd for that nurnoso Is recom.
mended.

Field of n Million Acreot
Tho largest fenced nasturo flold In

tho United States Is on tho Bhickfeot
Indian reservation. In Montana. This
Hold contains l.BOO.OOO ncres. nnd tho
200 in lies of barbed wlro feneo Inclos- -
ing It hnvo been completed. Aliont .100..
000 jhwihIh of wlro wero required for
mo work. Tiiero nro (10.000 bond of
cattlo wintering In this imstnro hnlr
of which belong to tho stockman, who
nro paying for tho privilege of

Keort for Muro lu Voh,
Whilo lu foul tho niaro does tint imun

essnrlly rertulro food different In quah
Ity from that fed at other tlmm. i,..k
all things being equal, tho quantity
iiouiu uo Buiiiuwiiui larger, oats are

tho best feed, yet shorts and bra n muv
be fed with bencflclul results, MashM
can bo given occasionally, ami whm
possible cooked feed may ha mirmiia4.".. I 1 AJ 1at uikui turee iimes a week.
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