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For The Term of His Natural Life

By MARCUS CLARKE

CHAPTER XIX.

come Indistinet to the general

In Hongkong,

drous fortunes,

It was said, to a noble family.
every

conld not but admit that he had com-
mitted an offense which was death by
the law.
was recrammed with half a dozen lfe-
sentence men, brought up from DPort
Arthur to identify the prisoners.
thi=s number was stated to be the “no-
torious Dawes,"

recollection and invention. It was re-
membarad that “the notorions Dawes”
wan the abreonder who had been brought
away by Captain Frere, and who owed
such fettered life as hé possessed to the
fact that he had assisted Captain Frere
to make the wonderful boat In which
the marconed party escaped. It was
remembered, also, how sullen and morose
he had been on his trial five years before,
and how he had laughed when the com-
mutation of his death sentence was an-
nounced to him.

Miss Sylvin Vickers also received an
additlonal share of public attention. Her
romantic rescue by the heroic Frere, who
was shortly to reap the reward of his de-
votion in the good old fashion, made her
almost as famous as the villain Dawes,
or his confedernte monster, John Rex.
It was reported that she was to give evi-
dence on the trial, together with her
stlianced husband, they being the only
two living witnesses who could speak
to the facts of the mutiny. It was re-
ported, also, that her lover was, nat-
urally, most anxious that she should not
give evidence, n= she was affected deep-
Iy by the illness consequent on the suf-
fering she had undergone. and in a
slate of pitinble mental confusion as to
the whole business, These reports cans-
ed the court, on the day of the trial,
to be crowded with spectators, and as
the various particulars of the marvelous
history of this double escape were (e
tailed, the excitement grew more intense.
The aspect of the four heavily iron pris-
oners caused a sensation which, In that
city of the ironed, was quite novel, and
hets were offered and taken as to the
line of defense which they wbuld adopt.

Mr. Meekin, sitting in the body of the
court, felt his religions prejondices sadly
ehocked by a sight of John Rex. “A per-
fect wild benst, my dear Misa Vickers,"
be gaid, returning, In a pause during the
examination of the conviets who had
been brought to Identify the prisoner, to
the little room where Sylvia and her
father were waliting. “He has quite a
tigerish look about him."

“Poor man!” said Sylvia, with a shud-
der.

The major tapped his fingers lmnpa-
tiently. “Come here, Poppet,” he sald,
“and look through this door. You can
see them from here, and if you do not
recognize any of them, I ean't see what
is the use of purting you in the box."

The raised dock was just opposite to
the door of the room in which they were
eitting, and the four manacled men, each
with an armed warder behind him, were
visible above the heads of th ecrowd,

“No, papa,” she sald, with a sigh of
rellef: “l ean’t recognize them at all™

As she was turning from the door, a
voice from the witness box behind her
made her suddenly pale, and pause to
Jook again. The court ltseif appeared, ot
that moment, affected, for a1 murmnr ran
through it, and some official cried, *8i-
lence!™

The notorious eriminal, Rufus Dawes,
the desperndo of Port Arthur, the wild
beast whom the newspapers had judged
not fit to live, had just entered the wit-
ness box. He was & man of thirty, in
the prime of life, with a torso whose
muscular grandeur not even the (ll-fit-
ting yellow jJacket could altogether con-
ceal, with strong, embrowned and nerv-
ous hands, sand upright carringe, and a
pair of fierce black eyes that roamed
over the court hungrily.

Not all the weight of the double Irons
swaying from the leathern thong around
fhiis massive loins, ecould mar that ele-
gance of attitude which comes only from
perfect muscular development. Not all
the frowning faces bent upon him counld
frown an sccent of respect Into the con-
temptuous tones In which he answersd
10 hls name, “Hufus Duwes, prisoner of
the ecrown."

“Come awany, my darling,” sald Vick-
ers, alarmed at his daughter's blanched
foce and eager eyes.

“Wait,”” she said, lmpatiently, listen-
{ng for the volce whose owner she eould
pot see. “Rufus Dawes! Oh, | have
heard that name before!"

“You are a prisoner of the crown at
the penal settlement of Port Arthur?”’

“Y“-"

Bylvia turned to her father with
breathless fnquiry In her eyes,  “Oh,
papa, who is that speaking? I koow the
pame! 1 know the volee!”

“That {s the wan who was with you
in the boat, dear,"” says Vickers, grave-
Iy. ““The prisoner.”

The eager light died out of her eyes,
and In Its place came a look of dlsap
pointment and pain. “I thought it was
& good man," she mald, holding by the
edge of the doorway. "It sounded llke
a good volee."

And then shep ressed her hands over
her eyes and shuddered. “There, there,”
says Vickers, soothingly, "don't be
afrald, Poppet; be can't hurt you now."

The colloguy in the court went on.
*Do you know the prisoners in the
dock ™

The mutineers of the Osprey had been
long wince given up ss dead, and the
story of their desperate escape had be
public
mind, Now that they had been captured
in a remarkable manner, popular bellef
Invested them with all sarts of strange
surroundings. They had been—accord-
ing to report—kings over savage Island-
ors, chlefs of lawless and feroclous pl
rates, respectable married men In Java,
merchants -in Singapore, and swindlers
Thelr adventures had
been dramatized st a theater, and the
popular novelist of that day was engag-
ed In a work descriptive of theilr won-

John Rex, the ringleader, was related,
He had
prospect of being aatisfactorily

hanged, however, for even the most put-
spoken admirers of his skill and courage

The already crowded prison
Among

This statement gave fresh food for

“Who are they?"

“John Rex, John Bhiers, Jamea T.oaly
and, and—I'm not sure about the last
mnn,"

“You are not sure ahout the last man.
Will you swear to the three others?”

“l was In the chaln gang at Macqua-
rie Harbor with them for thres years."
Sylvin, hearing this hideous reason for
ncquaintance, gave a low ery, and foll
Into her father's arma.

“Oh, papn, take me away! T feel an If
I was golng to remomber something ter-
rible!"

Amldst the deep silonce that prevailed
the cry of the poor girl was distinetly
audible in the court, and &l heads turn-
ed to the door, In the general wonder
no one noticed the change that passed
over Rufus Dawes. His face flushed
scarlet, great drops of aweat stood on
his forehead, and his black eyes glared
in the directlon from whence the sound
came, an though they would plerce the
oenvious wood that separated him from
the woman whose voke he had heard.
Maurice Frere sprang up and pushed his
way through the ecrowd under the bench.
“What's this? he aaid to Vickers, al-
most brutally. *What did you bring her
here for? Bhe Is not wanted. I told
you that." 2

“I econsidersd It my duty, sle,” says
YVickors with stately rebuke,

“That rufan Dawes frightened her,"
gnld Meekin, “A gush of recollection,
ypoor child, There, there, ealm your
self, Miss Vickers. He s qulte safe”

“Frightened her, eh "

“Yea," sald Sylvia, faintly, “he fright-
ened me, Maurice. 1 needn't stop any
lenger, dear, need I-"

“No," says Frere, the cloud passing
from his face. “Major, T beg your
pardon, but I was hasty. Take her home
at once. This sort of thing Is too much
for her.” And so he went back again
to his place, wiping his brow, and breath-
Ing hard, as one who had just escaped
from some near peril.

Rufus Dawes had remained In the
same attitude until the figure of Frere,
passing through the doorway, roussd

him. *“Who is she?" he said, In a low,
hoarse voice, to the constable behind
him.

“Miss Vickers,” sald the man, shortly,
flinging the Inforwation at him as one
might fling n bone to a dangerous dog.

“Miss Vickers!" repeated the conviet,
still staring in a sort of bewildersl
ngony. “They told me she was dead.”

The constable sniffed contemptuously
at this preposterous conclusion, ns who
should say: “If you know all about It,
animal, why did you ask?' And then,
feeling that the fixed gaze of his Inter-
rogator demanded some reply, added:
“You thort she was, I've no doubt. Yon
did your best to make her 8o, I've
heard.,”

The conviet ralsed both his hands with
sudden action of wrathful despair, as
though he would seize the other, despite
the loaded muskets, but, checking him-
self with sudden Impulse, wheeled round
to the court. “Your honor! Gentle-
men! I want to speak.”

The change in the tone of his volee,
no less than the sudden londness of teh
exclamation, made the faces, hitherto
bent upon the door through which Mr.
Frere had passed, turn round again. To
many there it seemed that the “notorlous
Dawes" was no longer In the box, for in
place of the upright and defiant villain
who stood there an Instant back was a
white-faced, nervous, agitated creature,
bending forward In an attitude nlmost of
supplieation, one hand grasping the rail,
as though to save himself from falling,
the other ontstretched toward the bench.
“Your honor, there has been some drend-
ful mistake made. I want to explain
ahout mysell. 1 explalned bhefore, when
first I was sent to Port Arthur, but the
letters were never forwarded by the com-
mandant. Of course, that’s the rule, and
I can't complain. I've been ment there
unjustly, your honor. 1 made that hoat,
your honor. I saved the major's wife
and daughter. I was the man: I did It
all myself, and my liberty was sworn
away by a villain who hated me., 1
thonght until now that no one knew the
truth, for they told me that she was
dead.” His rapld utterance took the
court so much by surprise that no one
interrupted him, *“I was sentenced to
death for bolting, slr, and they reprieved
meé hecanse | helped them in the hont
Helped them! Why, 1 made it! She
will tell you so. 1 norsed her, | carriad
her in my arms, [ starved myself for
her. 8he was fond of me, sir. SBhe was,
indead, Bhe ocalled me ‘Good Mr.
Dawes.""

At this a coarse langh Dbroke ount,
which was instantly checked. The judge
bent over to ask, “Does he mean Miss
Vickers?' and In this Interval Rufus
Dinwes, looking down Into the econrt,
saw Mnaurice Frere staring op at him
with terror in his eyes.

“I wee you, Captain Frere, cownrd and
Har! Put bhim In the box, geatlemen,
end make him tell his story. 8She'll con-
tradiet him, never fear. Oh, and 1
thought she was dead all this while!"
The judge had got his answer from
the clerk by this tlme. *“Miss Vickers
had been serlously fll, had falnted just
now in the court. Her only memories
of the eonvict who had béen with her in
the hoat were those of terror. The sight
of him just now had most seriously af-
fected her. The conviet himself was an
inveterate linr and schemer, and his
story had been already disproved hy
Captain Frere. Rofus Dawes, still en-
deavoring to speak, was clanked away
with amidst a buzz of remark and sur-’
mise.

The tria]l progressed without further
lncident. Thé defense set up by Rex
was most Ingenlous. He was gulity of
absconding, but his moderation might
plead an excuse for that. His only ob-
ject was his freedom, and, having galn-
ed It, be had lived honestly for nearly
three years, as he could prove. He was
charged with piratically selzing the Os-
prey, and he urged that the brig Osprey,
haviog been built by conviets at Mae-
quarie Harbor, and never entered In
any shipping lst, could not be sald to
be “piratically selzed,”  in the striet
meaning of the term. The court admit-
ted the force of this objection, and, ln-

“Ing we can see above the sky line?”

evidence, the fact that five years had
pansed alnce the mutiny, and that the,
t1wo men mownt guilty had bheen executed
In Bngland, sontenced Itex and his three
companions to teansportation for life to
the penal settloments of the colony,

At this happy conclusion of his Ias
bors, Frere went down to comfort the
glrl for whose gake he had suffered Itex
to escape the gallows., Fe found Viek-
ers in the garden, and at once hng.‘ml
him not to talk about the "business” to
hie daunghter,

“You saw how bad she wax today,
Vickers. For goodness' sake, don't make
her 1l again!"

won't refer to the subject. Bho's been
very unwell ever since. Nervous and
unstrung. Go in and aee her'”

8o Frere went In, and soothed the
excited girl, with real sorrow at h":
suffering. “It's nll right now, Poppet,
he sald to her, Don't think of It any
more. Put it out of your mind, dear.”

“It wan foollsh of me, Mauriee, I
know, but I could not help It The
sound of—of—that man's volee seemed
to bring back to me some great pity for
something or some ouna. 1 don't explain
what I mean, I know; but 1 felt that I
was just on the verge of remembering
a story of some great wrong, just abont
to hear some droadful revelation that
should make me turn from all the people
whom T ought most to love, Do you un-
derstand

“I think I know what you menn,” says
Frers, with averted face, “Dut that's
all nonsense, yon know."

“Of course,” returned
tonch of her old childish manner of
dlsposing of questions out of hand.
“Everrbody knows [t's all nonsense,
Hot then we do think sach things. Tt
geems to me that I am double, that I
have lived somewhere before, and have
had another life—a dream-life.”

“What a romantic girl you are!” sald
the other, dimly comprehending her
meaning. “How conld yon have a
dream-life?"

“Of course, not really. But in thought,
you know. I dream such strange things
now and then. T am always falling
down preclpices and luto eataracts, and
belng pushed Into great caverns in
enormons rocks. Horrible dreams!  And
in these dreams,” continued Sylvia,
“there In one strange thing, You are
always there, Maurice.”

“Come, that's all right," =ays Mau-
rice. ;

“Ah, but not kind and good as yon
are, Captaln Bruin, bot scowling, and
threntening, and angry, so that I am
afrald of you."

“But that s only In a dream, darling,

she, wit h n

fluonced doubtless by Oaptain Frere's |

“My dear sie,” says poor Vickers, "1

!O‘.J' "
- .

Fotnte Cutiing Table,

When ons has a large area to plant
to potatoes the work of cutting the
soed tubers In the ordinary way s not
lnconslderable, One who I8 handy can
rendlly muke the seed cutter here e
seribed and save considerable time I
preparing the seed for planting Bulld
i table about three feot deep nnd mlx
feet wide, =etting on It Jogs s it will
stand nbout twenty-nve inches from
the floor, Just high enough so the av
ertge man onn get his knees under it
comfortably when sitting down, Have
a back to the table a foot high, with
sldes cut go that st the tront end they
will be not more than six inches high
A slmilar board 1 run down the cen-
ter, thus making n table nt which two
ean work. In the side pleess, about
three Inches from the end that Is open,
the front end, cut a hole elght Inches
long. A basket Is set under this bole,
on the floor, and the cut tubers are
passed through the hole Into the bas.

FOR CUTTING POTATOEA,

“Bat yon looked just g0 today in thel
conrt, Maurice, and T think that's what
mnde me so silly.”

“My darling! There!
ery™

But she had burst into a passion of
sobs and tears that shook her slight fig-
ure in his arms,

“Oh, Manriee, T am n wicked girll 1
don't know my own mind, 1 think some-
times 1 don’t love you as I ought—you
who have saved me and nursed me”

“There, never mind about that,” mut-
tered Maurice Frere, with a sort of
choking in his throat.

She grew more composed presently,
and sald, after a while, lifting her face:
“rell me, Mnaurlee, did you ever, In
those days of which you have gpoken to
me—when you nursed me as a little
child In your arms, and fed me, and
starved for me—did you ever think we
should be married 7™

“1 don't know,” says Maurles, “Why 7"

“I think you must have thought so,
becanse—it's not vanity, dear—you
wonld not else have been so kind and
gentle and devoted.”

“Nonsense, Poppet!” he said, with his
eyes resolutely averted,

“No, but yon have been; and | am

Huash—don't

very pettish, sometimes. Papan has
spoiled me, Yoo are always aflec |
tlonate, and those worrying ways of

vours, which I get angry at, all come
from love for me, don't they?"
“I hope so6,” mald Maurice, with an
unwonted molsture in his eyes,
Ma he eontinned.

Architecture.
“What Is that splendld, tall bulld-

“That's the Inlquity Trust Com-
pany, built with the savings of wid-
ows and orphans.”

“And what Is this lttle ramshackle
p!um: back of the brewery 7

“Oh, that's an asylum for the wld-

ows and orphans.”—Jludge, -~

Sclentific Vagnries,
“Here they're talking a lot of non-
sense about some device of electriclty
to keep from hanging eriminals, and I
think sclence might put Its resources
to a better use'”

“Yes, for exanmple, inventing some
kind of an electric are to keep Inno-
cent people from drowning.”—Baltl-
more Amerienn.

Playing Leap Year,
The year 1004 s not o leap year, not
being divisible by four, but the young-
er set in Washington, headed by Miss
Durand, daughter of the British nm-
bassador, has decided to treat it as
such, and will give a ball In a rented
hall, to which the young men are to be
escorted hy them and thelr chaperones,

Stronger,
Teacher—Johnuy, for
Bwitzerland famous?
Scholnr—Why—m'm-—Bwiss cheese.
Teacher—Oh, wsomething grander,
more lmpressive, more fremendous,
Scholar — Limburger? — Cleveland
Leader,

what s

A Knoek.
“He wants me to buy his clnim,” sald
the newcomer in Alaska ; “says it's the
best in this district.”
“Huh!" snorted Chilkeot Charlle,
“he's trying to throw gold-dust in your
eyes,"—Philadelphla Press.

M li-lc.

they

—J. B. Lowell

“Tou'

“Those people are very good, aren't or &

ket. This Is done so that by n move
ment of the hand the cut pleces iy
be dropped [nto the basket, rather than
have the cutter reach over or aroutid
to drop the pleces, which would be
necessary If the bhaskets wers behind
him or nt the sldes. Tall haskets nre
used generully, nlthough the ordinary
peach bosket Wil answer the purpose,
A shelf s plnced at the top of the cut
ting bench at the back, on which Knives
and any other tools needed 1o the work
may be kepl. The lden Is plainly shown
in the [Nustration. — Indinnapolls
News.
Giood H’Wﬂnlum.

The Gulnea fowl may yet become n
very profitable branch of farm poultry
ralsing. The scarcity of certaln kinds
of game which resemble In flavor the
Gulnea, espocinlly the Western prairie
chicken and grouse, has led to o sub
stitution of young Guineas on hotel and
restaurant bills of fare. Gulnens of
about the bLiroller age, welghlng anbout
one. pound and a half are of an ex-
trecdingly fine, gnmmy finvor, and seem o
satisfy the consumer. In this way the
restaurants nre able to dodge the gnme

'lnwl In certnln Stutes and serve “pral

rie ehlcken” ou the b of fure at all
seasons, Gamehouses are paylng high
prices for young Gulneas, nnd 1t would
seem that large farms might be devot

ed to them profitably wherever turkeys

and pheasants succesd

Colony Hoase for Plgs,

Small houses bullt after the follow-
Ing description may be readlly moved
to any desired loeation on the farm.
The bouse s very Inexpensively oon-
structed, consisting of two large dry
goods boxes ; the ends of the boxes are
removed, the tops cut off on o slant
and the edges of the ends are fastened
toegther with small cleats of wood or
straps of lron; these latter are better
from the point of strength, A cleat of
hinrd wood covers the rough ends of
the beads of the Noor six Inches wide.
All nualls are elinched op the lnside

and all cracks hetween boards are hat-

tened. The door Is cut In the end and

MOVABLE HOUSE FOR PIOK.

holes, elght Inches In dinmeter are cut
In the upper front for
Bmall covers of wood way be fustened

vautllation,

with screws so that they ean be closed

over the openings when the weather is

very cold or stormy,

Blowlhag Out . Ntump,
To remove a stump bore under it a

slanting hole twelve or elghteen Inches

and use half a stick of dynamite
whole one If the stump be large,

the fuse fl
“Good ! They're %0 good they wouldn't ﬂ“:n the fuse and fll the bole with

have anything In thelr house but an poine the hole. ) dyoam
upright piano.”—Baltimore Amerlean. “4:: s I.l:'. I':roh:k::i:k 0 e

Not fallure, but low alw, s ¢rime, break It up so that It can be moved

4 two Inch avgur for

will usually

| SeTVO a8 plant food, hut the alr-slaked

3
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Ntart the Plgs Right,

The man who starts off his plgs on
the corn ratlon about is soon as he can
after they nre woeaned I8 laylog In o
sture of trouble for hlmself lnter, Thers
e n tronble known to swine ralsers ar
contracted stomach, which results from
an lmproper ratlon.  The anlmal s ap-
prrently "off its feed,” but the fact Is,
the ration hax been so poorly bnlanced
that the stomnch has not grown with
the growth of the rest of the body, 1f
the young plgs are to be allowed a
riunge they will do more or less root-
lng, eating of soll and sod; ns this Is
thelr nature, It will not burt them, but
it they nre placed where one does not |
wish the sod uprooted, then the anl-
mals must be ringed. If mlddllnll|
and ollmenl are Introduced with the
corn ratlon there will be conslderably
lews trouble. Some of the stock foods
on the market have thete grentost value
to the swine ranlser who does not foeed
n balanced ratlon and If these stock
foods enn be obtalned practieally free
from drogs or condiments, they are
very valuable In such ciases,

A
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Caold Killed Weevil,

In the eoltongrowing season the
farmer Is prone to forget the many
new facts, developed within the past
five years, concerning the protection
of his primary crop agninst Insects |
The leaf worm Is easy enough. The
boll worm succumbs to polson  and
monehine gathering. The llmr;-hrwlnrl
and cottonsgquare borer can be sue
vessfully fought with parls green, mes
cording to the best authorities, The
boll weevil must be stodied further
before finnl results can be announced
Fortunately, the severe winter Just
past has put so many of these pests
out of business that the cotton crop of
Texns will be exempt from devastating
attacks from that soprce thiv season.—
Farm and Kanch.

Warm and Cold Winters,

Acvording to the director of the
weather burenu at the Missourt State
University, the thme may not be far
distant when the Unlted States wenth-
er service ean tell us ot least six
months In advance whether the win-
ter will o warm or cold. It has a)-
rendy been determined, he says, that
there are great world eddies of alr
sweeplug around the globe which It s
thought cause the difference In onr
winters, nnd as soon a8 stations are
established  everywhere so  that the
progress of these may be watehed, the
burettu will llkely be able to give In-
formation by the last of Beptember
concerning the weather In January,
February and March,

Corn Marker,

Runners of this corn marker should
e 2x0 lnches by 2 feet. The side arm |
I8 fastened to sled on o swivel, and Ia
pulled nlong by attaching a rope to
shos nnd booked to singletree as almwn.i
This arm Is made 1% x1% luches and |

MAEKKER YOR COouNs,

1045 feet long, for rows ay foot u[luz
Of course this arm Is reversible
Winter (hlokeons,

Chickens enn be hatehed in the win-
ter months and profitably ralsed. You
can hateh thewm from Bept. 1 ontll June
L. Other months are unproftabli,
Chlcks ean endure cold weather bettor
than extreme beat. Disease, lee and
mites  nlways come with summer
months, The expense of feeding Is no
greater In winter, Profits ean be reals
zed from broods hatehed In Novemiber,
December and January. Of course, win-
ter chicks do not grow quite so fast,
but they produce n beavier coat of
feathers,  They grow more compact
and wolld If hatebed early 1n the win- |
ter, and will he Just right for Aprll and

May, when the price is at the highest
pulnot,

What Lime Does for Land.

Farmers ofton say that they do not
need to use lme, becnuse they use
large quantities of 1t fn ful’lllllﬂl’.(
Ground bone und other forms of phos-
phate contuln llme. We eannot obtaln
phosphorie acld In ordinary fertllizers
without lime, Huch farmers mistake
the most necossary funetion of lme In
the soll, Alrslaked lme has a chem-
leal actlon which sweeteus the soll,
makes It more compact or sets free
other forms of plant food, This Is quite
distinet from Its power to provide ac-
tual food for the plants. The Mme in
the bone or phosphate may In time

lme s

beeded for the
service, 06 poreass

Wirewormas,

It Is claimed by & New York farmer
that wireworms will not live in ground
where buckwhent Is grown for two sea-
sons and that potate land may be

cloared of these worms growlong
buckwheat. b
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