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Opinion of Judge in New York

Insurance Investigation.

JEROME ASKS FOR WARRANTS

If Intent Was to Defraud, Perkins
Committed Larceny, Says the

' District Attorney.

Now York, March 24. If the grand

jury which la investigating some of

the conditions devoloped by the recent

legislative investigation reaches the
conclusion that contributions oi in-

surance company funds to political
campaign committees were mado with
intent to defraud the true owner of

this property, it must find that larceny

has been committed. This opinion

was expressed today by Justice O'Sul-liva- n

in the Court of General Sessions,

in answer to a presentment on the sub-

ject submitted to him by the grand

jury. Judge 0'8ullivan added that it
1b not within the province of the court

to say whether or not there was such

intent. That is a question which the
jurors must determine for themselves
from all the facts and circumstances in

the case. He charged the jury to make

a thorough investigation into all the
facts and to place the responsibility for
such crimes, if they find that crimes
were committed.

Mr. Jerome was in court today and,
when Judge 0' Sullivan had delivered
hiB opinion, the district attorney asked
the jury to remain, as he desired to ad-

dress it upon the Bubject in question.
He declared that Judge O'Sullivan had
misconceived the subject which he had
considered, and that, if the court held
to its opinion, it would be the duty of
the grand jnry to return indictments
against George W. Perkins, ex-vi- ce

president of the New York Life Insur-
ance company, for larceny, and againBt
George B. Cortelyou, chairman, and
Cornelius N. Blisa, treasurer, of the
Republican National committee, as re-

ceivers of stolen goods.

GOVERNMENT MAY APPEAL.

Wants to Punish Officers of the Beef
Trust with Corporations.

Washington, March 24. President
Roosevelt held an extended conference
today with Attorney General Moody,

Secretary Taft and James B Garfield,
commissioner of corporations, concern-

ing the adverse decision rendered in
Chicago by Judge Humphreys in the
beef packers' case. No details of the
conference were obtainable at the
white house, but it is certain the at
torney general proposes to look care-

fully into the law bearing upon the
matter, with a view of ascertaining
whether an appeal from the decision of

Judge Humphrey by the government
will lie.

Despite the decision relieving the
individual officers of the packing cor-

porations prosecution will continue, of
course, but it was the desire of
the government to place responsibility
for the violations of the law upon off-

icials of the corporations where thty
are found to be guilty of auch viola-

tions. In auch efforts as may be made
by the attorney general and other off-

icials of the department of Justice to
secure an appeal from the decision of
Judge Humphrey, this point will be
kept to the front. It could not be de

cided at the conference today whether
an appeal from the decision would lie,
but that question will be gone over
carefully, and if, in the opinion of the
law officers of the government, a foun-
dation for an appeal can be made, it
will be taken.

States Should Interfere.
Chicago, March 24. The committee

appointed in Chicago last .February at
the conference of governors, attorney
generals and insurance commissioners,
with instructions to prepare a form of
laws for better regulation of life insur-
ance companies, with a view to their
ultimate adoption in several states,
concluded its deliberations tonight and
adjourned after declaring itself in favor
of interference by the states in the in-

ternal affairs of the insurance com-
panies and in favor of a standard form
of policy.

Bank Robbers Offered Receipt.
Moscow, March 24. The Credit

Mutual bank today issued a notice to
the effect that the robbery of $432,000
from its vaults March 20 will not affect
Ita solvency. The employes deny giv-

ing the key of the vault to the robbers,
dclaring that the leader of the band
had a key of hia own. The leader of
tho band grimly offered to give a re-

ceipt for the money in the name of tho
revolutionary committee, but this was
declined.

Test ot Battleship New Jersey.
Qulnpy, Mass., March 24. --The bat-tlesh- ip

New Jersey, constructed for the
government by tbe Fore River Ship-
building company, loft today for an
unofficial test of her engines. The
official trip will be held on March 28
or 20, when she will be required to
make 10 knots an hour.

ADVERTISE NORTHWEST.

School Teachers Asked to Enter Com-

petitive Story Contest.
To the teachors of America: To evi-

dence its appreciation of the National

Educational association's selection of

the Pacific coast as the sceno of its next
annual convention at San FranciBco,

California, July 0th to 13th IncluBlvo,

and to encourago delegates to include
Portland and Oregon in thoir itinerary,
tho Portland Commercial club offers
FIVE THOUSAND DOLLAR8 in
prizes for articles on Portland. Oregon,
and this section of tho United States,
as follows:
First prize, 1,000; Becond prize, $500;
third prize, $250; fourth prize, $200;
fifth prize, $175; sixth prize, $160;
Beventh prize, $125; eighth prizo, $110;
ninth prize, $100; tenth prize, $00;
ten prizes of $75 each, $750; ten
prizes of $50 each, $500; ten prizes of
$25 each, $250; twenty prizes of $15
each, $300; twenty prizes of $10 each,
$200; judges, to be acceptable to tho
officers of the National Educational
association, $300; grand total, $5,000.
In order to be eligible for competiton
thpRn nrtlolna mnst iiDDoar in a regular
edition of somo newspaper or other
nnhlinntion nrinted outside of the states
of Oregon and Washington, said publi
cation complete to do in ine nanas oi
the judges not later than October 1,
iflfifl. ThRn articles must be sealed
and addressed to: Teachers' Contest,
care Portland Commercial cluD, Port
land, Oregon.

Thev will be ODened bv the fudges.
Prizes will be awarded strictly on the
nwitn of the articles. Contestants can
treat any phase of the subject that ap
peals to them natural resources,
scenery, irrigation, agriculture and
horticulture, history, educational and
ml i ci mm advantages, climatic or social
conditions, etc. or in a more compre
bensive vein. The judges win oe aoso-lutel- y

untrammeled in making their
decisions.

This offer is made, not eo much with
a view of having the country "boomed"
in n common acceptation of that term.
as to have the teachers of the country
become more familiar with this portion
of the United States and give expres-
sion to their views in Buch articles as
will be acceptable to papers throughout
the entire union.

CANNOT EXPEL SMOOT.

Two-Thir- ds Majority of Senate is Re-

quired, and is Impossible.
Washington, March 23. It BeemB

certain, in the light of recent develop-

ments, that the campaign againBt Sen

ator Reed Smoot, of Utah, will fail.
Mr. Smoot's enemies have been hoping
to oust him by a majority vote of the
senate, but senators who have given at-

tention to his case find that the consti-

tution stipulates that no senator shall
be deprived of his seat except by a two--

thirds vote of the senate.
The anti-Smo- ot senators have been

taking the position that the protests
were filed against Mr. Smoot before he
took hiB Beat, and, inasmuch as he wkb
seated under protest, the majority vote
can be applied, since it takes only a
majority to exclude a senator-elec- t.

But this view is not generally concur-
red in by senators. Mr. Smoot was
seated, and, having been permitted to
take his seat, the only way to get him
out is to expel him, and this requires
a two-tbir- vote.

It seems absolutely certain that two-thir- ds

of the senate is not in favor of
unseating the Mormon senator, prob-
ably not a majority, and for this reason
it is believed tho much discussed case
will fall fiat.

Iowa May Oust Standard.
Des Moines, March 23. The house,

by a vote of 48 to 12, today passed tho
bill, which is in-

tended to oust the Standard Oil from
Iowa or compel a revision of its busi-
ness methods. The bill prohibits dis-
criminating rates for oil and is pattern-
ed after the Missouri law. It provides
a fine of $5,000 and imprisonment for
violation. Representative Cummings,
the author, in presenting the bill, as
sorted that the Standard Oil company
had made a price of 4 cents a gallon
for oil in his home town recently, in
order to drivo out competition.

Italian Island Quaking.
New York, March 23. A cable dis-

patch to the Herald from Palermo says :

There have been 21 earthquak shocks
on the island of Ustica dnring the last
three days. The population lives in
constant terror. A great valley has
been formed in the center of the inland
and all the houses have been demol-
ished. The shocks were vertical, not
undulatory, and were accompanied by
loud subterranean rumblings. The last
shocks, which occured yesterday, fin-

ished the work of destruction. Panic
seized upon the 2,000 inhabitants.

Millions of Sockeye Fry.
Vancouver, B, 0., March 23.

Twenty-nin- e million sockeye salmon
fry will be turned out of the Dominion
government hatchery at Harrison lake
next week and started toward the sea.
The fish are about three inches long.
The operations at the Harrison lake
hatchery last fall and winter were at-

tended with great success. The fish at
tho Seton lake hatchery, which is a
provincial institution, will also shortly
be released.

New Drydock for Puget Sound.
Washington, March 23. Secretary

Bonaparte appeared before the house
committeo on naval affairs today and
discussed naval appropriations. He
urged an appropriation for a stationary
drydock on Puget sound,
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OREGON STATE ITEMS OF INTEREST

COMPLAIN OF GRAZING RULE.

Oregon Stockmen's Grievances Are

Taken Up by Senator
Washlnaton Senator Fulton has re

ceived many lotters of complaint from

Btockmon of Oregon, who oxpress dis-

satisfaction with the manner In which

tho forest servlco Ib managing tho sum- -

mor range in forest reserves. Tho
Bhoopmon of Umatilla county feel that
i.o l.niri iiMin nnfalrtv treated in tho

distribution of rango in the Wonaha ro--

Bervo, and tho Bheep ana cauiemeu
whoso Btock is pormittoa to graze in
Urn Haonafln rAanrvn fnel that tllOV arO
V A V IIUVHUV vwww-- - w

paying too much for tho privilege. So

far as the Cascado reserve is concerned,
tlm oVinnnmnn nhlnnt to nnvtnff 0 CCntS

a head for the grazing prlvilego whon
shoep aro permitted in oinor ruHurvco

at 4 and 5 cents each.
TVin fnrniit. nnrvico OxnlainS that the

grazing season in tho Cascado rosorvo
is longer than In the reserves wnero wjo
foe ia smaller. So far as tho Wonaha
naon la mnmrnnd. the range has
been apportioned for tho coming sea
son, and it la too lato to nnng bdou h
readjustment.' To ascortaln all tho
facts, with the view tovlaying the mut-

ter before the forest service in its true
light, Mr. Fulton has requested tho
atnnlrmnn nf Orepon to furnish him with
accurate data, that he may adjust those
matters beforo another grazing season
opens.

The Dalles to Portage.
Tho Dalles A company of local cap-

italists, under tho name of tho Uolnm- -

hW Trannnnrtntlon company, has
bought tho steamer George W. SimonB
from the D.. P. & B. N. Co. It will bo
nnnrnted between Cascado Locks and
the lower terminus of the state portage
mail. Tho boat will lavo Cascade
T.ncV-- at fl o'clock in the morning and
reach The Dalles at 10, making all way
landings. It will lie here an hour,
t.linn run to tho lower terminus of the
portage, and roturning will leave for
Cascade Locks at 2 o'clock. It is the
purpose of the company in buying and
operating the boat to afford people
along tho Columbia opportunity 10

make The Dalles their trailing point.

Manv Buy Wallowa Timber.
Wallowa Locators have been doing

much business the past threo months
on account of a wild rush by local men
and outsiders to secure claims in the
n5n flr and tamarack forests of Wal- -

lowa county. Sections which sold at
$1.25 an acre were bought first, and
nnv thnnn nlnims remain which aro in
the $2.50 Bections. There are but a
few more claims open for location, and
it is expected the locating season will
ha rlnnnd within 30 davs. Capitalists
are buying much of this timber, and
from individual holders claims pur-

chased for less than $500 are selling at
frnm si.000 to SI. 600 each. These
carry from 1,000,000 to 3,000,000 feet
to the quarter section.

Entorprlse Still Capital.
Wallowa The Wallowa county com

miasioners, at their last meeting, ac- -

pnnteri thn offer of F. D. McCullv. L.
Knapper and Aaron Wade, to build a
wooden structure in imterpneo large
enough to meet the county's require-
ments for a courthouse, and to lease
the same to the county for five years
at an annual rental of $050. The
building is to be completed by August
1. It will be of wood, but compara-
tively safe, as it will be equipped with
a fireproof vault. The board thue
settled further controversy for five
years regarding tho permanent loca-

tion of the county seat.

Fight for a County Seat.
Canyon City The fight for the coun-

ty seat now being waged between Can-

yon City, the present capital, and
Prairie City, long aspirant for the
honor, is waxing red hot. Tho laws
of Oregon provide that a vote must bo
ordered by the county court if a peti-

tion, signed by not less than three
fifths of the registered voters, is pre-
sented. The promoters of the removal
have organized an improvement asso-
ciation, and among other things have
secured subscriptions amounting

for a new courthouse.

Hopgrowers Elect Officers.
Salem About 75 hopgrowers have

become members of the Oregon Hop-growe- rs'

association, recently organized
in this city, and permanent organiza-
tion has been effected by the election of
tho following officers: President, J.
K. Sears, McCoy; vice president, II .

O.Fletcher, Salem; secretary, J. R.
Coleman, Salem; directors, J. T.
Wood, Salem; LouiB Ames, Silverton;
O.W.Beckett, Salem; W. H. Egan,
Gervais; Francis flhafer, Salem.

Lane Fruit is Unharmed.
Eugene Dr. H, F. McCormick, Lane

county fruit inspector, says it is his
opinion that the freezing weather of the
past few days has dono no material
damage to the fruit in this vicinity.
Each thaw has been accompanied by
cloudy weather. Had the sun shone
warm and bright each morning the
crop would havq been ruined,

Hop Sale at Woodburn.
Aurora Ed Herron, the hopbuyor,

this week bought the Joo Kennedy hop
crop of 72 bales at Woodburn, paying
better than 0 cents. The hops were
shipped direct to London. M. H. n,

Ulhman Bros.' agent hore,
went to North Yakima a few days ago
to look after several big lots of hops
there.
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CREATED AT LAST.

President Sets Aside Blue Mountains

for Tlmbor Purposos.
w.i,tton President Roosovolt, on

recommendation of tho forest Borvlco,

has signed a proclamation creating tho

Blue mountain forest roBorVo in Eastern

rwnn. to ombraco 2,027,270 acres.
followB the gen-or- al

Tho resorve as croatod
lines of tho temporary withdrawal

made threo years ago, win w ..-tlo- n

of 200,000 acres In tho valloy of

tho Silvies river, which haB hcon elim-

inated becauso of tho agricultural na- -

turo of Iholand. Arounu ino cogo u.
i 1 .mall trnnts of agrlCUl- -

tura. and school land havo boon ollm- -

inatod and tho boundaries aro so u
nil lotul Ivlno along tho

border which has passed into private
ownership undor any puouc lanu w.

Tho original Blue mountain with-

drawal embraced rnoro than 3,000,000
acres. About 600,000 acres havo bson

loft out, so as to make tho rosorvo a
compact body ot forest land.

Long Wintor In Wallowa.
Wallowa Snow covets tho entire

Wallowa valloy and county, varying In

depth from fivo Inches on tho Imnaha
and Grand Rondo river bottoms, to 17

inches on the foothills of tho Joseph
mountains. Stockmon aro somewhat
anxious concerning feed. Tho unusual
long season will necessitate using much
moro hay than is customary In averago

winters. Though this is a hay produc-
ing county, and though great crops of

hay were put away Inst season, and
much old hay was loft over, It Ib

that thero will ho no surplus.

Great Loss in Malheur County.
akor City Sheopmon and Btockraen

of Mainour county aro offering $80 a

ton for hay, according to report, and
tho price is rapidly advancing, as vety
little feed could bo bought even at this
fabulous price. , It is estimated that
tho Btorm which has swept over the
country during tho past week will re-

sult in the loss of at least 25 per cent
of the livestock of Malheur county, as
many sheep and cattle wero upon tho
range when it struck.

Columbia County Breaks Record.
Salem Columbia county breaks the

record in the mattor of payment of
state taxes this year. State Treasurer
Moore received a draft last week for
$6,360, the amount of general state
and school tax, and $205, tho amount
duo for tho support of tho Agricultural
college, from Columbia county, for the
year 1006. Only half of this amount
was due. Tho rest m ed not have
been paid until December 31.

Luckiamute Mohair Pool.
Independence The Luckiamute mo-

hair fool has boon organized at Arlio
and has tho following officers: Presi-

dent, A. O. Staats; secretary, Maurico
Fowle; I. M. Simpson, A. O. Staats
and Maurice Fowle wero elected a
board of managers. The new associ-
ation already has a membership of 35,
representing 3,093 fleeces. It is prob-
able 15 more names aro to bo added to
the membership soon.

Catlle Bring Higher Price.
Pendleton Three cars of cattlo were

shipped to Seattle from Pendleton a
few days ago, bringing $4.60 per hun-
dred pounds. ThiB Ib about 1 cent a
pound higher than tho last shipment
made.

PORTLAND MARKETS.

Wheat Club, 68c; bluestem, 60c;
red, 66c; valley, 6)o.

Oats No. 1 white feed, $27.50; gray,
$27 per ton.

Barley Feed. $23.5021 porton;
browing, $2424.60; rolled, $24.50
25.50.

Buckwheat $2.25 por contal.
Hay Eastern Oregon timothy, $17

18 per ton; valley timothy, $80;
clover, $7 5008; cheat, $07; grain
hay, $78.

Apples $1.502. 75 por box.
Vegetables Asparagus, 8)Dc per

pound; cabbage, lKlc per pound;
cauliflower, $22.26 per crate; celery,
7500c per dozen; rhubarb, $1.50
per box; sprouts, iJOlOlOo per pound;
turnips, $11 25 per sack; carrots,
0575c per sack; beetB, 85c$l per
sack.

Onions No. 1, 7500c por sack; No.
2, nominal.

Potatoes Fancy gradad Burhanks,
5055c per hundred; ordinary, nomi-
nal; sweet potatoes, 2j2c per
pound. '

Butter Fancy, creamer, 27)4 30c
per pound.

Bags Oregon ranch, lOo per
dozen

Poultry Averago old hens, 14Hsper pound; mixed chickens, 13I3C;
broilers, 2820c; young roosters, 13

18c; old roosters, 11c;
dressed chickena, 1516o; turkeys,
live, 10l7c; turkeyB, dressed, choice,
1820o; goeso, live, 80c; geese,
dressed, 10llc; ducks, 1018o.

Hops Oregon, 1005, choice, 10
10$c por pound; prime, 80Uc;medium, 78c; olds, 57o,

Wool Eastern Oregon avorairo best,
1021o per pound: valley, 2420c;
mohair, choico, 2528o,

Veal Dressed, 38o por pound.
Beef Dressed bulls, 23e puipound: cows, Z 4J$c; countnsteers, 46c.
Mutton Dressed, fancy, 8Po pe

pound; ordinary, 45c; lambs, B

Pork Drewed, OQOo per pound.

Avenge Death by Capturing Officer. U 1 Ut fHWH
and Burning Oity.

St. Petersburg, March 21. Moat
sensational roportB are curront tonight
that tho execution of

Schmidt, which has made a deep im-

pression throughout Russia, has been
followed by an extensive mutiny of

Bailors at Sevastopol, the massacre of

their ofllwrs and firing by the fortress
tho city. The tiuth of the story

i '.i..1.t,.,l thin hnlnff the "tisvoholoKl

cal moment" for the appearance of such

wild reports, no press uinjmvuuoo vu-firml-

tho story havo been received,
but, If tho roport should prove to be

n.. .l.nm.Kn nf llmiin mi If lit be AC

counted for by tho imposition of a cen

sorship, .
Tho alleged nows came In the form

of two clphor telegrams to a prominent
mombor of tho Social Revolutionary
party, such as tho revolutionaries nave'n,. i,un olilo to transmit
through accomplices in the telegraph
offices whon tho publlo and oven the
government havo boon unablbto com

municate
As translated and displayed at tho

here, the tele- -

gram Bays briefly that the sailors, In

furiated uy mo roiuMu u ijiiij-Diu- i

Nicholas to pardon Lloutonant Schmidt
and thoir fellow sailors, rose in their
barracks and soizod and imprisoned the
majority of thoir ofilcors. The dis-

patches addod that tho city 6f Sevasto-

pol Is almost entirely In flames.
Tho admiralty affected Ignorance an

lo tho occurronco of any such affair.
Tho pnpors, In viow of tho menace of

tho now press law, which provides that
they may bo closed up for spreading
falso reports affecting tho army or navy,
aro afraid to take chances by publishing
tho story.

THE TOPEKA IS CENSURED.

OfTicors Did Not Tako Propr Moans
for Rescue.

Victoria, B. 0., March 21. Tho find-

ing of tho commisKionorfl appointed to
Inoulro into 'tho Valencia disaster was
delivered today. Tho roport found
Captain Johnson was biamawo in not
i.nvltK. rrenvored his position by Uma
tilla reel lightship

. .
beforo attempting

. ..Mi..
to

enter tho straits and nein mm gmuy
of grave error of judgment and also in
not having made due allowance for the
northwest sot of tho current as proved
well known to coast navigators.

Onfttiru wns nasftod uiion tho lack of
dlsciplno prevailing after tho wreck, as
well as tho cork and comunj life

and inefficiency of drill. Those
on tho steamers Salvor and Czar were
found to havo boon In ignorance of

thoro being lives on tno wrecx wnen
thoy went to Bamflvld to dispatch
flunlnLnnm over the trail, tho Queen
having reported this material fact to
tho City of Topeka, but not to the
Canadian steamer.

Tho Topeka was found under tho
circumstances not to havo properly
Rtnod hv. while the Czar and Salvor
wero adjudged to have acted with due
discretion.

NEXT ROUND FRIDAY.

Lawyers Will Argue Hermann's Latest
Dilatory Motion.

Washington, March 21. Tho next
round in Representative Hcrmana'a
fight against the government will occur
before Justlco Gould, next Friday
morning, whon arirumflnts will bo
hoard on a motion mado today by Her
mann's attorneys to compel District At
torney Baker to furnish a bill of panic
ulars describing more minutely the
lotterpresB copybooks which Hermann
Iff accused of destroying. Counsel sub
mitted with this motion an affidavit
signed by Hermann, in which he, in
substance, says ho Is not able to answor
tho charge against him unless the same
bo mado moro specific.

From comments mndo last Friday,
during tho arguments on Hermann's
demurer, it is believed that Justice
Gould will diroct tho district attorney
to furnish a bill of particulars, but this
can bo done instantly, and will throw
no new light on tho case, sinco the pro
sedition and defense are both awaro
what hooks wore destroyed. Today'a
motion and Friday's argument mean
nothing but delay. ,

Dewey Favors Big Warships.
Washington, Murrh 21. Great bat-

tleships like thu 18.000.tnn Hritlnh lmt.
tlcehlp Dreadnaiight aro tho crying
nood of tho American navy, according
to Admiral Dewey, who appeared hofojo
the house committee on naval affairs
today to discuss the futuro of tho Amori
can navv. At least two nf tlm 1R finn
ton battleships, with ten 12-inc- h guriB
uhcii, Hiiouiu no authorized at onco, tn
Admiral Dowoy's opinion. Ho would
USO tllOBO of AmitrinmA lU.nlrrn. onil
thinks wo should bo creativo rathor
than Imitative in developing tho navy

Thousands are Killed.
London. March 21. u

tho Dally Telegraph's correspondent
at Toklo, it Is now estimated that sovo-r- al

thousand poisons wero killed by the
recent earthqualco in Formosa. Tho
wholo island was shaken from early
mornlnif on Saturday until late at
night, tho shocks being continuous.
On tho same day Blight shocks wore
folt in Japan, and from Saturday night
until tho following morning five dis-
tinct shocks occurred at Kuroamoto,

An Exceptional Sentence.
Los Angles, March 21. Edward I),

Thnrnns, an States forest
was today convicted on the

charge of hnvlnp insued fraudulent
vouchers and sentenced to throe years
n the penitentiary and to pay fine ag-

gregating $7,000. Ho was found guilty,
on ton counts, Tho amount of Thomas'
nlloged fraudulont vouchors, was m
man tzuu.
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PACKERS ESCAPE LAW,

Juoge Gives Immunity to him
But Not Corporation!,

Chicago, March 22. AlloMkn
ore who were Indicted bj the M
grand jury last summer open tl

of being in conspiracy In rettn

trade and cornmorco were todirr
immunity from criminal prcttea

under the indictment. Wbllttbl
ulvlduals aro to go free, the

menu lound against tbt tor
of which somo of tbe Indicted I

viduals are members ind otberti

employes, are to
The decision to the afore t9ii

handed down ill la afternoon Ir ,

J. Otis Humphrey, In the M
States District Court.

Immediately following the diswj

of the jury, District Attorney Marie,

raised tno question oi me cue lot i

trial of the corporation!. Hew

that the case ho aet for trill sad tl

it commence within two weeb, ij
mot with a storm of protwt fi

attomoye for the packert, who

that thnv would lie nnible to

for the case before tho (alio) till)
pleading the number of wltneeswij

it would be necessary to brio; w

ravn. tha stialn of tbe

And various other reasone. Aftt't
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