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BABY CROP DECLINING,

Rapld Decroase in Birthrate of Ore
gon . and Washington,

Washington, Bept, 12,— The Censue
Bureau through & recently published
bulletin, ealls attention to the fact that
the birth rate s declining in Oregon
faster than in any other state in the
Unlon, and Oregon, which only 456

ago held the record birth rate of
the United Btates, is now nenring the
foot of the list. In 1860 the birth rate
in O was nearly double that in
the entire United Blaes; five years ago,
sccording to the last census, Oregon
had fallen below the general aversge,
and well below almont every other stale
in the West, California excepted,

Oregon, & good Roosevelt stale on

litical issnen, seoms to disagree with

r. Roosevelt on the race suicide ques-
tion, for Oregon I8 tumbling from its
lofty ponition to the foot of the list at a
rate which, if kept up lor two more de-
eades, will place Oregon behind every
other part of the conntry in this im-
portant respect.

Take Washington: The record of
that state is not to be applanded, It
in almost, but not quite, ss bad as Ore-
gon's. Back in 1860, when there was
a child for every woman between the
ages of 16 and 49 (which is not saying
that every woman between those ages
was possessed of one lone child), Waah.
ington stood third on the list of states
as to birth rate, being ranked only by
Oregon and Utah. Bince then there
has been & gradual decline, until, ac-
cording to the cenwus of 1900, the rate
in Washington in only 409, five below
the general average for the United
Btatos,

Then there is Idaho, which ia neithe
a record-breaker nor a wsloucn. In
1870, the time of ita first census, the
rate was 716, It has fallen but 5 per
cant, for the last census showed it to bo
G644—awany above the general averago,
in fact, & rate that is exceeded only in
North Dakota, Oklahoma end Indian
Territory.

COLOR LINE DRAWN.,

Negroes May Carry Letters, But Are
Undesirable as Clerks.

Washington, BSept. 12.—<The Civil
Service commission has been engaged
in the investigation of charges of dis.
crimination against negroes in the mat-
ter of examination for offices in the
Southern states. Two of the cases con-
cerning which inquiry has been
are those of William C.
Martin J. Hornby, both of whom allege
they resigned under pressure from the
postotfice at Yazoo, Miss.

In the case of Hornby the charge was
made that he had peen maltreated at
Yusoo, and there seoms to be & general
{feeling that the people of that section
had demanded that, while negroes
might act as carriers for the postoffice
at that place, they would not be per-
mitted to fill the places of clerks in the
office. The investigation showed that
the examinations were conducted fair-
ly, but owing to the leeling of the
white people it was suggested that if
the negroes prefer to act ascarrires this
can be brought about without any dis-
crimination by the Civil Bervice com-
mission against an eligible hecanse of
his color.

CANAL HOTEL CONTRACT.

Markel Gives Out Terms of His Deal
With Government,

Omaha, Bept. 12.—J. E, Markel, to
whom has been let the contract for
feeding the laborers on the Panama
canal, today made the following state-
ment to the Aswociated Press:

1 presame that some of the rival
contractors who made bids were disap-
pointed in not securing the job. That
ia the only explanation 1 ean give for
their making charges of unfair dealing.
Every detail of the entire transaction
was open and above board, and all the
papers are on filo in New York, where
they may be examined by the public at
Any time.

“The statement that the contract
wounld amount to $60,000,000 is wrong.
It will amount to about $100,000 a
month, or from §1,000,000 to §1,600,-
000 a year for seven years, which is the
life of the contract. We will have ten
hotels, each of which will feed from
150 to 260 persons, and good, whole-
smeo food and clean and comfortable
accommodations for all lnborers will be
supplied. -

Privileges Are Too Great.

Havana, Sept, 12.—Two of the prin-
cipal commercial and economic associa-
tions, responding o a confidential re-
quest made by the foreign relations
committee of the senate for advice as to
whether the pending treaty between
Cuba and Great Britain ought to be
ratified, declare emphatically against
ratification. The principal reason
given s that Oubu's commercinl in-
terests are too inevitably bound to her
great customer, the United States, to
permit of granting for ten years soch
privileges to dritiah ships and citizens,

California Is In the Lead.

Washi , Bept, 12,—Director of
the Mint Roberts today made public
his estimate of the production of gold
and silver in the United Btates for the
calendar year 1004. These figares show
an increased production over the calen-
dar year 1008 of $7,181,500 gold and
8,486,000 fine ounces of silyer. The
largost gain was by Californis, which
inoreased about $4,000,000 more than
in the previous year, and a larger
amount than in any year since the '60s.
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TWELVE ARE DEAD

New York Elevated Car Falls to
Street Below,

—

MORE THAN FORTY ARE INJURED

Train Leaves Track On Curve and
One Car Lands on Pavement
With Trucks on Top.

New York, Sept. 12.—Through some-
body's blunder, & Ninth avenue slevat-
ed traln went throngh an open switch
at Fifty-third street abovt 7 o'clock
this morning, Onbe car crowded with
people fell 1o the street, and 12 per.
sons were killed and more than 40 in-
jured, 14 of them seriously.

The cause of the accident and the
immediate responsibility remain to be
seen. The motorman of the wrecked
train is & fugetive, while & switchman,
conductor and four guards are under
arrest, The switchman is charged with
manslsughter and the trainmen are
held as witnesses.

Whatever may have cansed the mis-
hap, the accident, the worst in the his-
tory of the overhead railroads in New
York, came when a south bound train
on the Ninth avenue line wan switched
off to the Sixth avenue line at the For-
ty-third street junction. The motor-
man, expecting & clear track on the di-
rect line of the Ninth avenue, without
regarding the warning signal that the
switch was open, rushed histrain along
at a high rate of speed. The first car
swung around the right angle curve,
holding to the rails because of the
weight of the train behind. Then the
strain became too great. The couplings
broke, the second car was whirled about
almost end lor end, and, to the horror
of those who looked on from below,
pitched into the street.

Thowe passengers who had not jump-
ed from the platforme and windows be-
fore the plunge came were thrown into
a mass at the forward end of the car.
As the injured men and women were

struggling to free themselves the heavy
front trucks of the third car fell almost

made | in their midst, as the car itsell jumped
Carter and | partly off the elevated structure and

wan wedged against & building at the
southeast corner of Ninth avenue and
Forty-third street.

EFFORT TO INTIMIDATE.

Witness So Testifies in Land Fraud
Cases Befors Hunt.

Portland, Sept. 12.—Have the de-
fendants in the Williameon-Gesner-
Bigen case triedd to intimidate the wit-
nesses for the government? According
to the testimony of Campbell A. Dun-
can, brought out yesterday morning by
District Attorney Heney, and unshaken
by the cross examination of Mr. Ben-
nett, the effort has been made. For
the first time in the course of the third
trinl the spirit of sensationalism was
introduced yesterday morning, when
Duncan told of his visit to Representa-
tive Williamson in his rooms at the
Imperial hotel, and stated that the vis-
it had been prompted by the advice and
request of Attorney Barnes, of Prine-
ville, who las figare has the eilent
shadow during the three triale. Camp-
bell A. Duncan, was called as the first
witness of the day. He was called in
the morning and the afternoon found
him still on the stand.

The wtiness gave much the same tes-
timony ua at the first and the second
trials, though there were one or two
more points brought out, owing to the
more lenient ruling of Judge Hunt than
were put in evidence at the first and
socond trials. One statement of im-
portance and one that will perhape play
an important part in the settlement of
the case, was made by the witness, who
told of having had a conversation with
Marion R. Biggs in which Biggs stated
that while no written contract conld be
made between Gesner and the appli-
cants for timber lands, yet an under-
standing could be reached by which
the claimants could know that they
would be able to sell their ¢laims to the
firm of Williamson & Gesner at a
stated figure, as soon as title had been
gained from the government,

Holding its Grip.

New Orleans, Sept. 12, — The fact
that the general mass of the people are
not working with the same zeal that
marked the earlier stages of the fight is
given by the authorities as one of the
reagons why yellow fever is not declin-
ing ae steadily as it was & mup}e of
weeks ago. The death rate continues
to be excesdingly low, because the fever
is now only occasionally found among
the Itallans, but more new Cases are
reported daily than the Marine hos-
pital authorities expected would be re-
ported at this time.

Uniforms for Forest Service.

Washington, Sept, 12 —In the near
future forest rangers and all fleld em-
ployes of the Forest service will be un-
iformed. Their suits, patterned after
army uniforms, will be of drab green
tint, the equipment to further conaist
of & gray flannel shirt, gray felt hat,
black riding boots and dounble breasted
overcoat to match the suit, Buttons
bearing an embossed fir tree and the
words ‘' Forest Bervice'' will be used on
the uniforms,

Crisis in Negotiations.
Christianna, Sept. 12,—The tone of
the Norweginn newspapers indicates
that the commissioners of Norway and
Bweden, rding the dissolution of

the uxion, bave reported &n empasse.

EXPLOSION AT POWDER MILL

Ninateen Men Killed and Entire Plant
a Total Wreck,

Connelsville, Pa., Bept. 11.—~The
Rand powder mills, at Fairchance, six
miles pouth of Uniontown, were entire-
ly wiped out by an explosion today,
Of the 32 men who went to work In
the mille, 19 are known to be dead. Of
these 13 have been identified,

Beaides nine of the factory force who
were seriousiy injured, scores of people

in the town of Fairchance, within half
# mile of the powder mills, were more
or less painfully injured.

The shock of the explosion was dis,
tinetly felt in Connelsville, 20 miles
away, buildings being rocked to their
foundations. At Uniontown hunderds
of panes of glass wers broken. In the
town of Fairchance there is scarcely a
house that did not suffer damage. Hay
stacks were toppled over in the felds,
and livestock were stunned. The raila
of the B, & O, and the West Pennsyl-
vania Traction compahy were thrown
from the roadbed and traffic delayed
six hours, Train No. 52, on the B, &
0., had a narrow escape from annihi-
Iation. It had just passed the Rand
mills when the explosion occurred.
The windows in the coaches were
shattered and passengers thrown in a
panic. A streel car on the West Penn-
sylvania railway had also passed a few
seconds before the explosion, and was
far enough away to escape damage,
thongh it was derailed.

RIOTS ABOUT OVER.

Baku Situation Shows Marked Change
for the Better.

Bt. Powrlhnrg. Bept. 11.—The gitu-
ation at Baku yesterday showed a slight
but perceptible change for the better,
Dispatches received here indicated that
the rioters had made no headway in
their attempts at incendiarism in the
"'black town’' quarter, where compara-
tive order was restored and only occa-
sional shots were being fired. Beveral
banks will reopen today.

0il men, escorted by troops, were
able for the first time to vieit the oil
fields, which for four days had been
practeially in the hands of the Tartars.
They report scenes of indescribable de-
struction. About threg quarters of the
property there, they say, was burned to
the ground, and plandering and in-
cendiarism continued. Hundreds of
tanks were destroyed, the pumping ma-
chinery is useless, and the houses of
the workmen destroyed.

It is impossible to fix accurately the
losses sustained, but rebuilding opera-
tions will take half & year if the work-
men return immediately. One of the
oil men estimated the number of dead
at over 1,000, half of whom were killed
in the city during the early rioting, but
he admitted that the estimate was only
& guess,

POOR FOOD A1 CANAL.

Condition at Panama Was Caused by
Abnormal Rates.

New York, Bept. 11,—It was learnad
todsy that a condition of practical star-
vation which has several times recently
threatened Panama canal laborers was
one of the grounds which cansed Theo-
dore P. Shonts, chairman of the Pana-
ma Canal commission, to accept the J.
E. Markel bid for supplying food to
government employes at Panama, caus-
ing two unsuccessful bidders to protest
to President Roosevelt. Chief Engin-
eer John F. Stevens has been sending
daily appeals to the canal commission-
ers’ heagduarters to send his men food.

It was said today by anthority that
the laborers who are doing the hard
work have been for some time in a half
starved condition, due to the fact that
the demand for food has raised the
prices of all commodities to abnormasl
figuree in Panama. The dollar-a-day
men, with eggs at 10 cente each and
bad meat from 20 to 40 cents a pound,
have gone for two and three days ata
time without any food except that got
from socking the wild cane in the
swamps. They have gathered around
the quarters of the officers, begging for
food, and daily cables to Washington
for food supplies have been the result.
In this emargency one of the reasons
for accepting the Markel bid, it is
learned, was the fact that he has an
organized force ready to put into Pan-
ama at once,

Aguinaldo Still a Repel,

Manila, Bept. 11. — Captain W. P,
Baker, medical officer of the constab-
ulary, serving in the province of Ca-
vite, while testifying in a libel suit
sginst the Renaciemento, a bative
newspaper, declared that Aguinaldo
was in league with the native outlaws.
He said that evidence to this effect was
obtained from captured chiefs. ‘‘The
people understand,”’ he added, “‘that
Aguinaldo is the director ol the outlaw
campaign, and snpposedly peaceful na-
tives are aiding the movement under
the same understanding."”

Lay All Blame on Newspapers.
Beattle, Wash., BSept, 11, — Local
Japanese believe that the present riots
are stirred up by the newspapers an-
tagonistic to the government, It is
believed here that the Japanese parlia.
ment, which is to convene in Novem-
ber, will explain the meaning of the
treaty and the people will be sat-
Eﬂ . It is annonnced that, when the
envoys left Japan, there was no expec-
tation in government circles of secur-
ing an indemnity,

Seven Deaths in 24 Hours.
Berlin, Bept. 11, — An official bulle-
tin this afterncon announces that 19
new cases of cholera and seven deaths
were reported during the 24 hours end-
ing at noon,
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DIED THAT OTHERS MIGHT LIVE

Archbishop Chapelle a Victim of Yel-
low Fever.

A most regrettable feature of the

yellow fever epldemic in New Orleans

was the recent death of Archbishop

Chapelle, who
succumbed to
the dread dis-

ease after weeks
of herole work
and self-sacrifice
in the Infected
districtof the af-
flieted southern
city. The dead
prelate had con-
tracted the fever
while nlding the
authorities to
suppress tha epl-
demic among the
forelgn element.

Archblshop
Chapelle was
born in France
63 years ago and was a member of
one of the most aristoeratic familles
of that country. His bealth had been
undermined by his arduous duties as
apostolle delegates to the Philippines,
Cuba and Porto Rico, yet desplte that
he threw himself heart and soul into
the work of confinlng the epldemle to
a small section of New Orleans and
sacrificed his life In his efforts to ald
the stricken city.

Archbishop Chapelle leaves a record
of faithful and enduring work, not
only for his chureh, but for the nation.
When he was rector of St. Matthew's
Church In Washington he was brought
into constant touch with forelgn dip-
lomats aceredited to our government.
Through his acqualntance he became
profoundly versed In world's affalrs.
He was a true statesman and took an
intense Interest in the progress of tda
United States, It was his broad-mind-
ed statesmanship and true catholielty
of feellng that led to hls selectlon as
archblshop of Santa Fe, New Mexlco.
Later he was transferred to New Or-
leans, and his great ability and knowl-
edge made him the natural selection as
apostolle delegate to Cuba and Porto
Rico. The archbishop's work there
was not only In the Interest of the
Catholle Chureh, but of vital tmport-
ance to the Unlted States, for he did
much to overcome the hostile feeling
held against thls country by the Cath-
olies of Cuba and Porto Rico. He was
also tha Pope's representative In the
negotiations for the purchase of the
lands of the Friars In the Philippines,

Archbishop Chapelle, as & friend and
companion, was without a superior.
He was full of reminlscences, was a
charming story-teller, had a very
henlthy love of humor and a keenly
humorous eye, Moreover he had mueh
tact, He was deeply beloved, not only
by mewmbers of his church, but by all
who came under his kindly Influence.
In his death the Catholle Church suf-
fers an almost Irreparable loss and the
nation loses a man who was great and
good.

LUXURIOUS ENGLISH TRAINS,

LOUIA P. CHAPELLE,

Valets, Maida and Numbered Bpatls
Among Other Conveniencen.

The Great Western Railway Com-
pany the other dny ran a trial trip
with the “Cornlshman lmited” express,
which commences to run between Lon-
don and Penzance, says the London
Mall., As was the case last season,
this traln will achleve the world's rec
ord long-distance non-stop run between
London and Plymouth, 248 miles In
205 minutes—a speed of 55.7 miles an
hour,

Three entirely new trains have been
bulit for the service, composed of the
largeat and most palatial vehicles ever
yet seen in the country. Each coach
is seventy feet long and nine and one-
half feet wide. A traln Is made up
of alx coaches, with a total seating ca-
pacity for 268 passengers, divided be-
tween thirty-slx first-class and 282
third-class. BSecond-clnss passengers
will no longer be carried by this par
ticular train in either direction,

Every seat In the traln {8 numbered
and the passenger will require a per
forated ticket, half of which will be
torn off by the guard and slipped, so

that it cannot be removed, lnto & Uttle

ciot at the back of the seat just above
the head.

The fMttings of the train are of the
most sumptuons description. Electrie
light and electric fans are found every-
whera, The chlef feature of the train,
however, Is the fact that for the first
time In the history of British rallways
valets and ladies’ malds are carried, In
additlon to the guards nnd dining car
attendants,

The ladles’ malds are neatly attired
in & black alpaca dress with white lin-
en collar and cuffs, a nurse's bonnet,
fancy apron and a badge in silver
thread Inseribed: *“G. W. R. Lady's
Attendant.” The valets wear a smart
serge uniform. The malds will con-
stantly patrol the train to render ser-
vices to ladles and children and they
will specially watch over ladles trav-
eling without en escort. The valets
will do e\'er‘vthing for a male passen-
ger's comfort and at a pluch are pre-
pared to clean his boots.

The new French De Glehn four-cyl-
inder compound locomotives, the larg-
est and most powerful engines yet
geen in this country, have arrived at
Swindon, and will be employed on the
service when it starts.

CORN MILL 82 YEARS OLD.

Yet Dolng Duty in a Rural District of
North Carolina.

The windmill here shown 1s D2 years

old, and has steadlly been dolng duty

grinding corn. It is just as busy as it

CORN MILL NINETY-TWO YEARS OLD,

ever was, and bids falr to keep right
on grinding for many decades. It Is sit-
uated near Swanquitis, N. C,, and ls a
landmark which is held in highest con-
sideration.

Dolayer,

He was a laggard at woolng and the
denr girl had quite lost her patlience.

One evening he sald in & casual
way, “I'm a firm bellever In the old
proverb, ‘Marry in haste and repent
at lelsure'"

She looked up at him and smiled
wearily.

“Rut, of course,” she sald,
coulin't really interest youn."

“And why not?' he asked.

“Recause you wouldn't have
time left to repent in."

He thought this over for some time
and finally saw the polnt. When he
left an hour later they were engnged.
—Cleveland Plaln Dealer,

Ilth‘.

any

Moral Delirium Tremons.,

“His talk s entirely too coarse to
sult me."

“Oh! he's merely gotten into the
habit of ealllng a spade a spade.”

“I wouldn't mind that, but he Insists
upon calling lots of things spades thag
are not."—FPhiladelphia Fress.

Something Wrong.
“0Oh, yes, he's a self-made man.”
“1 thought you sald his name was
Taylor,”
“Well?™ |
“Well, it takes nine tallors to maké
a man."—Philadelphia Press,

Treos Which Produoe OiL
In China there is a tree which pros
duces oll. Recently about 1,000 were
transplanted from China to Californis
and at last reports were doing well,

Why s it people always Mok at o
man's socks when he takes off his
shoeal
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