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= . BOY-TIME

And water lillen In the bayous blew.

dows stealing,
and sweet,
ter pealing,

feet.

poorwill
Where ‘round the place the
gaunt were falllng—
Oalling to its mate beyond the hill

I'm alck of «factory’s frown and grimy
city,
The greed of man that everlasting
lives;
I want to go where sncrifice and pity
Are lost in what the dream of boy-tima
given!
—New York Globe.

FLIPPING THE COIN.

LTON brought the automoblle
A to a atop at the crest of a hill,

Below was a vista of green
flelds and windlng white roads. Be-
yond, the ragged llne of hills stood
out sharply against the sky.

“Isn’t it splendid, Dan?" sald Allcla,
with appreciative enthuslasm, "1 didu't
really know there were such bits of
landscape about here.”

Alton settled back comfortably on
the cushions. With studled dellbera-
tlon he lighted a cigar and puffed
away several moments before he turn-
ed to the girl.

“I thought I'd stop in the pleasant-
est spot I know of," he explained.
“We'll probably stay here for soiue
time."

“Indeed ¥ she said.

“We shal] stay here untll you de-
cide,” he affirmed.

“Declde what?' =sald she.

“Decide to answer the guestfon I
asked you a short time since; the one,
in fact, I have asked you repeatedly
during the last vear.”

Alleia frowned.

“You develop determination rather
suddenly.” she observed.

“Exactly,” he returned, stolldly.

“Well," she sald, “you may as well
go on, I'm not ready to answer you
yet."

“Allela,” he sald, gravely, *“it's not
falr to treat me In this way. You
should give me an answer, one way or
the other.”

“And elther answer would be qulte
welcome after this patient walit cof
yours,"” she mocked.
“IMd I say so?’ he asked, qulck-
*“It Is evident I'm not worth waiting
'or,” she sald, looking pensively acrosa
he wvalley. :
“You are worth waiting for for-
ver," he declared, stoutly, *“but It
dsn’t fair to keep me In suspense like
thls, You know as well now as you
ever wilL."

“There are pros and cons to be
weighed thoroughly before 1 decide,”
she sald. “A man always thinks a wo-
man can declde offhand a matter of the
gravest lmport.

Alton's eyes twlnkled.

“Heaven forbid!"” he muttered.

Alleia flashed him an angry glance,

“We may as well be golng,” she
eald with some constralnt. “It's grow-
ing late” .
~ "I haven't my answer yet,” Alton
reminded her.

“If you Intend to walt for that, I'll
walk home," she sald.

Alton sat erect and knocked the
ashes from his cigar. He drew a pen-
ny from his pocket and lald it on his
knee with exaggerated care.

“I've a proposition to make,” he sald,
slowly. *“It seems that you have no
lntention of definitely settling this mat-
ter. Therefore, suppose we let Fate de-
clde It with the turn of this coln. If
it comea ‘head,” you'll marry me in
June: If ‘talls,” I'll leave the fleld to
other suitors. Is It agreed ¥’

The girl turned her eyes and gazed
at him sllently. There was unuttera-
ble scorn In that look,

“We'd better go back,”
elly.

Alton turued the automoblle and
they sped homeward over the hard
white roads, Allcla sat sllently heslde
him. Her head was turned away, but
he could see the angry color In her
cheel,

Instead of belng erushed, as It was
meant he should have been, he seemad
vastly amused. For some tlme he
made no attempt to resume conver-
sation.

“Allcia,” he sald at length, “have 1
blundered agaln? Are you angry?”

1 didn't think you were capable of
such a thing,” she sald, wrathfully,
“Y¥ou have sald my answer meant ev-
erything In the world to you; but how
much do you care if you are willing to
leave It to the turn of a coln?"

“gverything,” be sald Ilmperturba-
w"!ou can't, or you'd never have sug-
gested such a hazard,” she declared.

“l was desperate,” he sald with be-

she sald, |

about it,” she sald.
“And, with all this I haven't my an-
swer,"” he complamed.
‘s face was ealmly dfsdainful.
“Dan,” she sald, “it seems to me you

day In dear old boy-time
Back to the river's edge where willows
Where shadow deep and sunbeam inter

The narrow path thro' fragrant mea-
That led to distant wood, dank, cool
Where ran the orook with silvery lnugh-
And rippled softly at my bare, brown
I’d like to listen to the song birds ealling
And hear sgaln the sad-voiced whip-
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THE BENNINGTON DISASTER.

THE U. 8. GUNBOAT BENNINGTON,

The explosion on the United States gunboat Bennington at San Dlego,
in which one officer and more than fifty men were killed, has been attributed
The dlscussion of the disaster shows a tendency
toward putting the blame on a bad system rather than upon mere acclden-
Individuals, says the San Franecisco Argonaut
pointed out that the act of 15809 amalgamated engineer officers with llne
officers In response to a general demand, Inspired by social conslderations.
Engineers didn't llke to be called englneers, and so a law was passed trans-
forming them to ensigns, lleutenants, ete.
showed tendencles toward shouldering the more practieal duties of thelr
positions upon thelr subordinates, the warrant machinists, they themselves
But good warrant machinists are scarce; tranined
In six years the number of tralned engineers has
Fifty-seven of these are on shore duty.

It in

But those line officers soon

our vessels are under-manned. Bight

years ago the Bennington carried two trained engineer officers, one of whom
had had twenty-three years' experience. The officer In charge of the Bennlng-
ton's engines on the date of the exploslon was a youth not yet 26, grad-
It Is sald, further, that there were no war-
rant machinists on the Bennlngton—only machinists' mates, who get $40
to £70 a month, The Army and Navy Journal admits that the law of 1809
has “lmpaired engineer efficlency throughout the navy.”

what my answer will be. If you were
willing to leave It all to chance—"
“Chance? he eried.

“Certalnly,” she erled, “the chance
of a coln's turn.”

Alton threw back his head and
laughed heartlly., Allecla watched him
in amazement. Then his face became
grave,

“Pardon, Alleia,” he apologized, “but
thoee remarks about chance are amus-
Ing. IMd you imagine for a minute
that I would trust to the turn of an
ordinary penny?”

He drew the penny agaln from his
pocket and laid it In her hand.

“It wasn't colned at a mint,” he ex-
plained. “Kindly examine it carefully
and tell me what you find.”

Alleia bent over the penny.

“Why it's—it's ‘*heads' on both sides,
Dan,” she sald.

“That's the chance [ took,"” he said.
“Shall we leave it to the coln now ¥
Alicla was looking across the flelds.
“If—if you llke, Dan,” she sald.—
New York Dally News,

INDIAN BASKET-MAKING.

How the Big Demand Has Lowered
the Ouality of Bupply.

It 18 becoming more and more AiM-
cult, It 1s sald, to secure finely woven
Indlan baskets, and consequently to
form collections of the basketry of the
aboriginal American. Fewer of the
fine baskets are belng made and the
anmber of those who desire to make
collections 18 increasing, says the New
York Tribune. It is estimated that
baskets valued at $5,000,000 have been
taken from Californla and Arizona
within the last two years. Not all of
these, however, were of the kind
sought by the most exacting collectors.
8o heavy has been the demand that
the southwest has been well-nigh de-
nuded of the finer baskets, Most of
the baskets now obtalnable are made
hurriedly and to fulfill the demands
made by collectors. The Indians do not
spend the same amount of time upon
them as when they made baskets to be
handed down as helrlooms. In some
eases It 18 not possible for them to find
the durable grasses which they once
used, for eivilization has extingulshed
them.

SBome of the earller baskets wera the
products of months of labor. Many of
these cannot be bought for less than
$25, and as high as §1,000 has Dbeen
paid for specimens. The kind of basket
that ean be bought for $1.50 or §2 Is
not the kind which theexperienced col
leetor will accept. He wants a basket
which (llustrates the artistic taste and
the skill of a tribe, not a “pot boller.”
At one time basket-making was &n
art carried on by all the tribes of Pa-
elfie Coast Indlans from Alaska to
Mexico, At present the tribes of Ari-
gona make most of the baskets. The
Moki, or Hopl, and the Apaches make
many baskets and plagues. The Plmas
and Maricopas formerly made fine bas
kets and some of the former do to-day,
The Plmas learned the art from the
Maricopas when the latter sought shel-
ter among them from the slaughter of
the Yumas, about 100 years ago, The
Maricopas have allowed thelr basket

might guess, after what bas happened,

weaving to cease, while the Plmas are
again taking It up.

The cheap modern baskets have
heavy flbers and coarse wtltches or
strands, The cholcest baskets and
those sought by the comnnolsseur are
delleately woven with mellow-colored
markings and soft, flexible strands.
The latter are so well put together that
they will hold water. It Is sald to be
almost out of the question to form a
complete collection of baskets and to
make a collection of fifty or sixty good
ones showing the different stages of
development means hundreds of miles
of travel to the reservations and the
expenditure of much money and much
speech In coaxing the remnants of the
old
treasures,

Merely a Parable,

It s regrettable but true that among
our colored brethiren of the sunny
South the stealing of poultry s not
considered a heluous sin. Indeed, they
seem to look upon the matter very
much as did Huckleberry Finn, who
sald, If I remember rightly, that nls
“pap” always took anlong a chicken
when It dldn’t seem to be *roosting
comfortable,” because even If he didn't
need It himself It was an easy matter
to find somebody who did, An amus
Ing story Is told of how & mnegro
preacher once took advantage of this
weakness among his parishloners.

Just before the collection was taken
up one Sunday moruing he announced
that he regretted to state that a cer-
tain brother had forgotten to lock the
door of his chicken-house the night
before, and as a result In the morning
he found that most of his fowls had
disappeared.

“I doan' want ter be pussonal, bred-
ren,” he added, “but I hab my suspi-
clons as to who stole dem chickens, |
nlso hab reason foh bellevin' dat 1f I
am right In dese susplcions dat pusson
won’t put any money in de plate which
will now be passed around."”

The result was a fine collectlon, not
& slngle member of the congregntlon
felgning sleep. After It was counted
the old parson came forward.

“Now, bredren,” he sald, “I doan'
want your dinnels to be spollt by
wonderin’ where dat brudder lives who
doan’ lock his chickens up at night.
Dat brudder doan’ exist, mah friends.
He was a parable, gotten up foh pur-
pose of finances.”—Fopular Magazine,

No Time for Athletion

Japanese students and schoolboys
twenty yeads ago had no appreclation
of athleties, They took too serious a
view of thelr dutles to waste on games
the time that might be devoted to
studies and they had to be driven by
thelr early English professors and
teachers Into the playgrounds as
though to a dlsagreeable task, Now
they take a keen Interest in rowlng,
lawn tennis and baseball, though crick-
ot with ita long periods of enforced
inactivity does not appeal to them.

Isn’t this the way good advice goes
the world over?! To-day we saw one
of our assoclates writing a plece
sbout the folly of dArinking lce water,
Then he went over to the tank and
filled up on It

Clean Water for Hoge,

How to provide clean water for the
hog 1s one of the problems. It Ia diff-
cult to devise any means by which
water ean be kept before the swine
at all times and yet bo so arranged
that the hoga will not wallow in it. It
appears, however, as though a wvalu-
able suggestion looking to the solutiow
of this polnt has boen made in a Iate
lssuo of the lowa Homestead by a
Kansas farmer who suggests a plan
from which the accompanying cut has

WATER TROUUWH FOR NOGA,

been made, Writing to our contem-
porary this man says:

"It s my opinlon that many of the
maladies and muoch of the fatnlities
nmong hogs 1s doe to carelessness on
the part of the owner by which the
hog is compelled to take into hls sys-
tem large quantities of flith In his
drinking water, I know where there
are wallowlng places It Is Indeed a
problem to prevent this, because If
there s one thing which a hog delighys
in more than another It s to bathe
bimself In mud and then try to dry it
off In the drinking trough, and he gen-
erally succeeds quite well. And a
buneh of them can usually put three
or four Inches of mud In the bottom of
i trough In a single week. 1 enclose
you a drawing lllusteating the plan
that I have used for some time In try-
Ing to keep my troughs eclean. The
trough In this case Is made out of two
planks, one 2x8 and the other 2xi, n
plece of elght-Inch plank 15 Inches long
nalled on each end. To this In turn
two other planks are nalled, thus fur-
nishing an agency for sceraping off
considerable mud from the hogs while
they are drinking, 1 then nall on an
upright, as 18 Indleated In the llustra-
tion, mortised out so that n plank may
be ralsed or lowered directly above the
center of the trough, the helght de-

tribes to part with thelr woven |

pending upon the slze of the hogs that
have nccess to the trough. 1 acknowl-
edge that it takes a little labor to
make troughs of this kind, but where
one has a big bunch of hoga 1 belleve
that he can save the price of his mate-
rinl and labor slmost every day.”

Corn Bhock Binder.

I have seen two articles of late tell-
ing how to tle corn In the shock. Will
give my way, which [ belleve to be
more rapld than either the former arti-
cles teach. The accompanying cuts will
glve the idea at a glance. 1 take n
curved stick (the end of a buggy shaft
Is best) about 30 inches long. Bore a
half-Inch hole 3 inches from the larger
end and put through it a plece of rop«
12 Inches long and tle the ends to-
gether, forming n ring or loop. Into
this loop tle a plece of rope 8% feet
long, or longer If very lnrge shocks are
to be tled. To the other end of this
rope tle n 4-inch ring made of Y%-inch
rod (I use an old breeching ring). This
mankes the compressor complete an
shown at Fig, 1. In tying the shock
take the stick In your right hand and
throw the rope and ring arouud the
shock. Cateh ring In left hand and slip
stick through It as far as you can,
then bring stick to the right untll oth-
er end passes through the ring, as
thown at Fig. 2, when the shock 1s
ready for tylng and the compressor
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CORN SHOCK BINDER.

can be turned loose, as It will stay In
place, This Implement can be used for
a two-fold purpose, In husking corn
I use a shorter one like this for tylng
stover. Untle the sbock amd lay It
down, then as you pulk.ghe ears off
gather the stalks In your i, have the
binder lying stralght outWt your side,
and when you get an armful lay the
stover across the rope, plek up the ring
In one hand and the stick In the other,
slip ring over end of stick and slip
down untll entire stick has passed
through the ring the same ns In tylng
shocks. Tie twine around the bundle,
which ean then be reshocked If not
ready to haul. This way takes a little
more time at first, but saves time and
trouble when you come to haul, and
the stover will take less room In the
shed.—J, H, Freeman.

Bod-Hound Frult Trees.

Bod-bound trees are not very com-
mon, but they are to be met with,
When u tree has made a good growth
and bas spread out its top to cover ite
feet there Is little danger of its be-
coming sod-bound, for the branches of
the tree catch most of the sunshine
and the grass growth below Is meager,

The sod-bound condition comes when
the tree ls elther very young or so
old that the leaves are thin and few.
The young tree that s set in  grass
ground and has never obtalned a very
geod hold of the ground Is the one
moet Hkely to become sod-bound,
which means that the roots of the
grasg have possession of we soll and
aie taklog mwost of the plant food and

a
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Gonts or Bheep,
The Angora goat certalnly has not
yet become very popular In New Eng.
Innd. There are a fow amall flocks,
but those who have them mseem less
enthusiastie than they were two or
three years ago, and thelr nelghbors
do not aeem anxious to Invest {n them,
In Texas and soma other Statea of ths
South and Northwest they appear to
glve better satlsfaction, Reports from
many sectlons in the Eastern States
thow an Increased Interest In sheep
and many fine flocks can be found, os-
peclally of the larger Engllsh mutton
breeds, Vermont seems to stand by
her Merinos, as she properly should,
for they have attalned a high reputa.
tion and have sold at high prices, but
evon In that State may be found good
flocks of Oxford, Shropahire and
Hampshire, and these seem to be the
favorites with those who are starting
new flocks or those who have flocks
of mixed breeds that they wish to Im-
prove by crossing with a pure-bred
ram of a larger breed. Let the good
work go on, until New England has
ns many sheep In proportion to popu-
Intlon ns were here a century ago.

Doesa't Pay to Coddle Alfalfa,

If an alfaifa feld In In bad condi-
tlon It Is usually best to plow up and
re-need. It scarcely ever pays, at least
where lrrigntion Is practiced, to cod-
dle a poor stand of alfalfa. Many
growers recommend disking every
spring, even when the stand is good,
aid wome have even found It a pay-
Ing practice to disk after each cut-
ting. Such disking wlll often prevent
the encroachment of weeds. In the
Eastern Btates nlfnlfa flelds sometimes
suffer a eheck In thelr growth, tend to
turn yellow and otherwise show a slck-
ly conditfon. Oftentimes this condl-
tlon s accompanied by an attack of
alfalfn rust or apot disease. The boest
remedy for such a condition Is to mow
the fleld. The vigorous growth thus
Indueed may overcome the diseased
condition,

Way to Pnll Poats,

8, W. Leonard says In Farm and
Ranch: *I will glve a plan for pulling
up old fence posta. Take n chaln and
put It around post close to the ground.

A TEXAS POST-PULLER,

Take n plece of plank, say 2 feet long,
2 Inches thick and 8 Inches wide; set
bottom end about 1 foot from post; let
chaln come up over plank and 4ean
plank toward post. Fasten single-tree
to end of chaln and when horses pull
the post will come stralght up.”

The Bguab Fad,

The Inflated boom for squab rals
ing bus nearly passed off, and yet the
legitimate squab plants  continue In
business., It Is with this branch of
the poultry Industry just exactly as
It Is with other branches, the egg busi.
ness, the duck Industry, the Bel
gian hare, efte. Every little while
there I8 n big stir made about one of
these enterprises, creating quite »
fever for a thme. This gradually sab.
sides, and that partlcular business set-
tles down to its proper busis, and many
who keep on in thelr osual way,
ralsing squabs, pullets for laying,
ducks, ete., continue to secure, not un-
told wealth, but falr profits from thelr
operations, ’

Bmut Attacks Late Bowa Grain.

Early sowing of cereals when the
soll temperature ls low gave In expe-
riments with barley, oats and spring
wheat less smut than late sowings. In
a simllar manner, less smut will be
found on those cereals grown on a eold
clay soll than on a loamy soll, and, as
a rule, the greatest amount of disease
will be found In cereals grown on
anndy humus solls. A high tempera-
ture of the soll during the first week
after sowlhg favors the germination
of the smut pores, and consequently
the Infectlon of the cereals, Cereals
will germinate and begin thelr growth
at a temperature below that at which
the fungus ecan develop.—New Eng-
Iand Homestead.

Why Strawberry Planta Die.
Many struwberry plants dle because
they ure kept too long after belng dug
before transplantiug, BSome dlg be-
ciuse set too deep and ihe erown or
center of the plant s covered. HRut
in a dry time more plants die from a
Inck of pressure on the soll nbout the
rools than from all other couses., In a
wet season they will live If left on
top of the soll with no earth to cover
the roots, Plants out of the ground
are llke fish out of water. Therefore
the sooner they are In thelr natural

element the lower the death rate.

Keeping the Boll Fertile,

Prof, Hopkins suggésts: If the son
is acid or sour, apply lime to it to
make It sweet. If the soll is poor In
nitrogen only, grow clover or some oth-
or legume which has the power to se
cure nitrogen from the alr. If the soll
is poor In phosphorus only, apply bone-
meal or some other form of phos
phorus, If the soll Is poor In potussl-
um only, apply potassium chloride or
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