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That the people generally regard a fearless, free and
untrammeled press as one of the greatest safeguards
against boodling, grafting and all manners of official cor-
ruption and viclation of the laws, was again effectually
demonstrated last Saturday night when a jury composed
of twelve of Douglas county’s representative citizens after
listening to the evidence introduced in the $10,000 libel
proceeding instituted recently against the Plaindealer:
the arguments of able counsel on both sides and the in-
structions of the trial judge, returned a verdict of ac-
quitial, thereby exonerating the I’ laindealer of the charge
of libel preferred against it.

While sach revelations and incident developments are
regretable, especially when of a local natore which in-
volves home people and institutions, it nevertheless be-
comes the duty of a real newspaper if cognizant with
facts which tend to indicate official misdoing, violations of
the common laws, wantoned waste or extravagance in the
handling of public funds or anything having a tendency to
impose upon the public or taxpayers, to show up such ir-
regularities and thereby protect community and publie
interests. The Plaindealer, as its name implies, has long
been recorded in this class of aggressive and fearless
newspapers, and while it would not knowingly or willingly
persecute or wrong any person. corporation or political
organization, or willfolly speak one word derogatory to
the character, reputation or good name of any person or
persons, it cannot knowingly submit to impositions being
imposed or practiced spon the people. by excluding dis-
cussions of public interests from its columns or edi-
torial reference thereto. As is stated at the Plaindeal-
er's mast head, the publishers of this paper endeavor te
make no false statements which wrongfully reflect upon
the character of any person officially or otherwise, and
they stand ready and willing to cheerfully correct any er-
roneous statement which perchance may appear in the
Plaindealer if requested to do so.

While an editor should always endeavor to guard
against libeling anvone, he should not go so far in his ap-
prehensions, which a great many newspaper men do, as to
become so apprehensive of danger in this direction as to
see libel in every spicy storv or jast criticism of an er-
ring official, company or corporation, which attitude
renders a newspaper a mere nonentity and of no influence
or service whatever to the community in which it is pub-
lished. Just 8o soon as a newspaper becomes intimidated
or muzzled it looses its prestige, its worth to the public

It seems to us that the press of the state is taking too ': omp ~ul of yeamin
little interest in the very meritorious measure designated | citivens of the oo

and its true mission in upholding the right and condemn-
ing the wrong.

“With charity for all and with malice toward none™ the
Plaindealer will continue to “hew to the line, let the
chips fall where they may.”

: OREGON'S EVIL GENIUS.

What is the peculiar brand of evil genius that is perso-
ing Oregon -anyhow?

After breaking up the lethargy of the ages and begin-
ning general state development, now we are to be in-
dicted as a nest of pnworthy land stealers.

For the first tim¢ we get a big appropriation and have
a delegation working in political harmony, when all are
to be branded and retired from usefulness, says the
Capilal Journal. .

Adew years ago we lambered along with a one-lunged
representafion in the senate and two congressmen who
could not agree on anything.

Then when we begin to build the cannal at The Dalles
and open the Golumbia and prepare to hold a world's fair,
the interior department starts a war on the whole state.

Then we give President Roosevelt for thousand and fire
the opening gun in his triumphant Presidential campaign
only to have John Hall summarily removed and the merry
War goes on.

Are we then so much more ecorrupt politically and lack-
ing in general honesty and integrity than the other Pa-
cific Coast stafes that all the infamy of the land frand
business is to be heaped on poor old Oregon?

What crime have our forefathers committed that all
the harsh thin'ga should come our way? Say, Mr. Presi-
dent, can't you shy a few bricks at one of the other
states in the Union? We've had about all the bad adver-
tising we can stand up under and keep in the Eappy family
of progress and expansion.

Of course, Gregon gets a whole lot of advertising out
of it all. qu‘ whole world is learning where we are and
that there must be rich resources here which everybody
is trying to steal.

MITCHELL DEHAHDS TRIAL

It is stated In a dispatch from Washington that Sena-
tor Mitchell will return to Oregon and demand a speedy
trial unider the indictment brought against him by the
Federal grand jury in the land fraud cases. This action
on Mifchell's part is due to-the report current that
through dilatory. tactics on the part of the prosecution.
his trial is to bé postponed from time to time for a year.
Is further evidence necessary to convinee the general
puhliclh;tthere is some politics at the bottom of this
whole procedure against Mitchell.

to be the mission of professional politicians
who hdve had pull enough with the interior department
to get into authority, to come to Oregon and smash the
politicdl organization controlling the state, to “vindi-
cate” and satisfy the whims of Mr. Hitchcock, rather

It

than to the bottom of the most flagrant, gigantic and
perni land steals perpetrated by the big railroad eom-
panies.

Whlfa is a good thing sometimes, but patriotism

sther” fHing “all the time. In the discharge of offi-
es; let us be Missourians before we are anything
from Govenor Folks message.
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wheh have been satisfactory. A constitutional amendment |
would be appropriate, providing for a tax Wherehy the
road system can be put on the same basis as the pu!-l'cl
school system under state supervision.— Governor Folk. '
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houses is conducive to divorce. The boarding
people have jumped all over him.
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| Cleasliness is next
What ano ideal world this wonld be

cleanlioess were the rule
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if
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and i everything—clenn honses, elogn
slreets, clean banties, cléan hearks, clesn |
accoun s, and clean charas ters. ‘
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