CHRISTMAS IN
MODERN BETHLEHEM

By Evangeline Ben-Oliel.

Cupyright, 122, by Eeangeline Hew-Oliel.

POUT nineteen hundred and two
yem s ago, in the reign of Casar
Angustug, the liftle town of Bethlehem-
gix miles south of Jerusaiem, was crowd,
od with visitors at about this time of the
yoar, all coming to be taxed in their
native country. In a cave below the
princiyal inn or khmn of the town, where
the oxea were usually kept, n gontle
Jewish maid bent lovingly over her
Babe, A light Irom heaven illamined
the rode manger where He peaceinlly
iy and ehed a brilliant  radiance over
the seen.

Severa) hundred years later the: pions
Empress Helena, of Rome, visited Pul-
jatine and discovered this grotto in Beth-
Tehem, which lind served as 4 humble
eholter of the Christ Child. She was con-
vitced that this was the very place which
liad besn hallowed by the nativity, and
therenpon wished to mark the spot for
all timse.  She had o magnificent church
built over the site, =0 that Christians
from generation to generation might
worship there. The remains of that
Iemutiful building are still to be seen in
the city of Bethlehem.

It is & strange fact that, thongh Beth-
lehiem was pre-eminently a city belong-
ing 1o the Jows in the days of David and
of Roth, not one Jew is to be found
among ite inhabitants today, and the
dwellers can in no way claim to be de- |
geended from that race, though some
travelers think they seea resemblance
in their appearance to the Jewish type.
The town which saw the birth of Christis
inhabited almost entirely by Chriitians.

Thex are a thrifty and industrious peo-
ple and superior in every way to the|
other village dwellers round about Jeru- |
ealem, Il

On Christmas eve the square is filled |
with people drossed in their gayest at-|
tire and adorned with all the finery in
the way of necklaces, bracelets and
coins they possess. Christians from
every part of the country gather here on
ihis night—Latins. Greeks, Armenians
and Copts.

The Church of the Nativity is the|
oldest in  Clristendom. It belongs !n'
fuese three sevts, each of which hasa|
geparnte chapel within for its own|
services. The large besilica, which is
the only remains of the chureh bailt by |
£1. Helena, i« owned by them all in|
eommon. It hae a long double line of}
Corinthian pillars, similar to those
which are fomnd in the Mosque of]
Ounstr om the site of the ancient temple |
in Jerpsalem. The faded mosaic on the
wall and the roungh ceiling of beams|
from the cedars of Lebanon are the
culy treasures remaining in this edifice, |
which was once blaxing with gold and |
gilver. This ancient brikling adjninl:
the oue now in ueeand i= only uli\'ide-l:
from it by a =mall door. |

Here nre the usual alters and  images |
wihich are found in the Latin church |
all over the orient, and in ‘he Greek
portion are the curious pictures which
the Greek revere in the place of|
images. A spirai staircase of fourteen
miape leads from this church dewn to
the holy crypl, a grotto twenty feet un-
der the great choir,

This boly erypt forms the chapel of
the manger and i= & =ublerranean|
vanlt excavated out of the limestone!
yock of which the hill of Bethlehem
is composed. On its  walls are eld
silken tapestrirs. Manyv of the silver|
lamyps bhanging bere were dou-ﬂw;l
from kings, and are always kept alight. |
This is the supposed site of the birth |
of our Lord.. There is a bright star on]

|

the marhle floor, commemorating the
appesrsnce of the “star in the east,” |
with this significant imscription cncir-l
cling ii: l
BIC DE VIRGINE MARIA JESUS
CHRISTUS NATUS EST. !

Above the sltar twelve lampe are
hanging, to represent the twelve upoe-l
tles. Three steps more lead downto!
emofther chispel overthe alleged stall in
which, aecording to Latin tradition, the
wooden manger was discovered.

Ou Chiristmas eve the pilgrims crowd
arcund the church awaiting the hour of |
opening in order to get good seats to

witness the grand ceremony. Every
snan, woman and child who can possibly
pome is present.  The nave being devoid
of any seats, the people sit or kneel on
the murble floor, making & curions mass
of vod fezes end white veils., In silent
prayer they await the Dhour of the
service. Meanwhile the strains of the |
Te Deum sofily rise from the great
urgan.

Presentily 2 procession of bishops and
avchbishops, attired in their mast gor-
geoas robes, eaters the church chanting.
They are lollowed by priests and monks
and smnall boys dressed in searlet, wh
econstitute the choir. The handsomest
charch decorations are kept for this
Yyearly ssrvice.

The deep, well trained voices of the
ohoir join in singing beantiful anthems,
after which there i35 a great dealof
chanting without much variation. Sey-
arsl times during the ssrvice the bish-

ops, one after snother, abseut them-
selves {0 reappear in different  attire,
each of the roles being, il possible,
more gorgecur than the last.

At midnight there isa sodden lnll in
the music and belle in the distance ring
the midoight chime. Then, as by
miagic, & enriain le drawn aside and over
the clinnce] gates a cradle appeare to the
wondering gnze of the wershipers and
within the eradle an image of the bube
The Gloris in Excelsis is sung and the
‘bells continae to peal wers Iy, anooane
ing to all Bethiehem than it is Christ-
mun dsy. The “bambine™ or image of
-the babe is now lifted before the eyes of
be worshipers, whe prostrate them
“selves on the ground in adoration. The
procession of bishops, priest= and monks
and the pligrime decends toward the
groito of the manger chanting and wav-
dng incense ull around it. The chapel
ting g0 #mall only the officiating priests

« Becend inlo the grotto and  the pilgrims
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THE CAR WINDOW

By Lulle Wells Smith,

Cagniripiht. Favt o [alie Wells Nanilh,

HE train this Cheistmis ave slowed

np enough to take » single psssen-
wer abward and to allow a girl eatsd st

oo of Ahe car windows o better view oi
the snow covared landecape and the Jit-
tle patchwork of hones shont the =ta-
tion. Then it lumbered off apain. The
new passenger bwk o seat beside the
girl at the window fweause it was the
oniy vacant ote. Nhe continned 1o gaze
at the white fulds fora Lime,

“Merry Christinas! What a teock-
erv " ghe Uonght bitterly. Then she
st o glance abt her pew otinpaiion.
His fuce was hidden by 1he newspeper
he was holding close to his eyes in a
vain stragghe (o resd by the fast fafing
light, When he threw it down In ddis-
gust, she lcane! forsand and aaked tim-
idly ¢

“May I ook at it 3 momment? I want
Ly s 2 there is any later news abont
the Pochmk bank robbery.”

He handed ber the paper and watched
ber curiously as she bent over 8 and
with esgerpess red Uie first pege,

“*1nid vou find oat wlat you wanted to
know ™’ hie asked when she handed the
paoer back o him.

“No, for there s no irace of the
thieves or the money yet!" she ap-
swered, with a great deal of fesling.

“Did you lLsve any money in the
hank ™ he ssked afler s panse.

! “Fovery cent that 1 own in the warld !
|vl|r. angwersd, lifting bher handkerchiel
to her eyes and bamwting into Ledrs.

“I am swrr.” The s an sjalke with
| an embarmesment that seemed out of
harmony with his roagh leaturss. She
wipesl her eyes and with a little sizempt
AL Dravery sail :

“Oh, 1 koow [ ought nat ta do this—
{and of conrss yon do not understand.
i_ When the do tors ordensl japa out hers
| he pat §3,000 in thet bank, and after—
(hedied—ttwans 58 T had. Now it s
gonwe, agel T, oli, 1 nm po }M‘II«:(’? And
She wept
siresh, and the man moved aoessily in
| his weat, liftes! bis paper and tnmed the

| lea ves pervously.

| s it t# Clhrestoms tine,’

i In 2 few minnles she ddrisd ler eoyes
| aml jeanied wearily sgxinst the bock of
her sent. She bhad not sept for twe
nights, and soom her eyes sl snoon-
| miously, and she mnk bheavily againet
the straight pnoomiortabie sede of the
aar. With a sudden lurch of the traim

she swaved W the right, thea back

sgain, and finally fell in a Jittle necon-
sioas heap npon the strony shoolder of
Ihvr [lam]ﬂniﬂll He boked M]!H’.
| hesdtatingly, 5t ber 2 moment, them,
[ quietly meoving in his wat, stipped off
| his eoat, meade it into @ hesp sd eft iR
|beneath her bead. Tlhe lght from
|above [aintly cutlined her delicalely
| shaped face azainet the hinck cont, ber
ssnall white hand was thrown in child-
Lke tmstinlness alove the glistening
| maswes of gobden hais

Nensling quickly over the slrepiag girl
| e fambled 3 j#2w seconds with the ot
onder her hend, ther: drew back and
[pr.l!iu‘ tis hat over Lis eves peersd from
amdder the wile brim mto the dariness
catside. >everal shrill whistles cames
frm ander the car window a lastemn

| finalied up and there was 3 watiered
cath., Ax the car moved off he man
wiklly duwn the nisle.

The noise o the engine increased and
the girl opessd her eyes. She lovioed
up into the face of the man standing
over her and staned. Coald e be tha
mme? Was she dreaming? Surely ber

| seatmate did ot wenr 3 mustache, yef
:unmml tobe the smume percing
 black eyes, the sune I:tr-d ~honiders.

She stared stapidly and thought the
mastache most be s vagary. Then her
eyes feoll ot \he coat onder her bead and
she faltered :
| “Thank you so mach for putiing %
'there. | hope you haven'| onine to your
| station.”
| The man smilsd knowingly, “Yeu,
priss, he bas passed his station, but for

|soree reason he loft his cost behind.
You see, mise, its very fuamy. I
|happen to be the Jetestivesin this
lehu‘lk bank case—I reckon you have
| beand about it—and have been on the

I"m fod on ok G—1 lookal
| thrumeh for him, but being in o0
| with a lady | didnt sise him ap G0
was too late. I was just coming
fram the other car when | saw N
|dash down the aide and makes a jump
| while the car was mwovieg, and o
conrse by the time 1 got t the door the
! gar had gained too much speed for me
| 1o jusip alter him, so | nekop ho has
given us the slip for gool.™
| The giri sat staring ap in the fece of
‘hor wew eowpanion withoal opening
{ har Tipe. Al lust slie barst into a hys-
| terical @it of langhing. Suddenly eheck-
| ing hersoll she lifted the cont and oter-
| ol g load axcdamation as o liktle package
| dropped ont of the folds.  Slipping off

| e vovver she picked np aroll of bills, ’

| andd pinned careinlly 1o one of themn was
| & sevap of paper upen which some words
| heasl Dot Lasriedly written witha lnmed
| peneil:

i ae as & Christinag r‘l& _‘
!m x" i"uk'ﬁmuhli-mm lowes,
| whieh 1 think will » ' your ‘
I wonl 1 rvod Suiiiee pelol

I used to rwosl 3
{onee and in them I remembor the thiel
was always hroaght to hay by a wofty
fo Jittle woman.  That s ny ouse.
nk you for waking wiedo the et
deeent thing In wy life.
: Jacx

Thoe detective guien long denwn ouk
whistle wlhen be reasd Ve note,
“Hi is & bal follow, bt e might be

| worse!" e cmipeated with & coests
' allén sort of spile.  “Deon'y vou eel &

little prood of the war yon handiel the.
most noturions ontlaw in the state™

anwwer. She hadd tuened hier face to the
window and in the little  prager of
thapkogiving she seut oot auroe  the

{ who had given it back mhu-,.‘, 2t
Jrem= i

But the girt oid ned tpust  erself to0

| wide, wikd darkpezs for ler veeoversd *
| ortie there wie a plew for the pean
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