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Vopyripht, ly Kvangtlixe XeH-OU-

A 150UT nineteen hundred and two
yeaisago, iu the reign of Cwsar

Augustus, the little toxin of Bethlehem- -

Eix miles tsouth of Jerusalem, was crowd,
cd with visitors at about this time of the
year, all coming to be taxed in their
native country. In a cave below the
priucijal inn or khan of the town, where
the oxen were usually kept, a gentle
Jewish maid bent lovingly over her
Babe. A light from heaven illumined
the rude manger where He peacefully
lay and shed a brilliant radiauee over
the scene.

Several hundred years later the pious
Empress Helena, of Rome, visited Pal-- 1

istine and discovered this grotto in Beth
lehem, which had served as a humble
shelter of the Christ Child. She was con

vinced that this was the very place which
Lad beeu hallowed by the nativity, and
therenion wished to mark the ppot for
all time. She had a magnificent church
built over the site, so that Christians
from generation to generation might
worship there. The remains of that!
beauiiful building are still to be seen in
the city of Betldehem.

It is a strange fact that, though Beth- - j

lehein was ly a city belong
iug to the Jews in the days of David and
of Ruth, not one Jew is to be found
among its inhabitants today, and the
dwellers can in no way claim to be de-

scended from that race, though some
travelers think they see a resemblance
in their appearance to the Jewish type.
The town which saw the birth of Christ is
inhabited almost entirely by Chriitians.
Thev. are a thrifty and industrious peo
ple and superior in every way to the
other village dwellers round about Jeru
salem.

On Christmas eve the square is filled
with people dressed in their gayest at
tire and adorned with all the finery in
the way of necklaces, bracelets and
coins they possess. Christians from
every part of the country gather here on
this tight Latins. Greeks, Armenians
and Copts.

The Church of the Xativity is the
oldest in Christendom. It belongs to
these three sects, each of which has a
separate chapel within for its own
gen ices. The large b; silica, which ill
the only remains of the church built by
St. Helena, is owned by them all in
common. It has a Ions double line of
Corinthian pillars, Bimilar to those
which are found in the Mosque of

Omar on the site of the ancient temple
in Jerusalem. The faded mosaic on the
wall acd the rough ceiling of beams
from the cedars ot Lebanon are the
only treasures remaining in this edifice,
which was once blazing with gold and
Ellver. This ancient building adjoins
the one now in use and is onlv divided
Irom it by a small door.

Here are the usual alters and images
which are found in the Latin church
all over the orient, and in the Greek
portion are the curious pictures which
the Greek revere in the place of

Images. A spiral staircase of fourteen
Eteps leads from this church dawn to
the holy crypt, a grotto twenty feet un
der the great choir.

This holy crypt fornis the chapel ofl
the maDger and is a subterranean
vault excavated out of the limestone
rock of which the hill of Bethlehem
is composed. On its walls are ld
silken tapestries. 3Iany of the silver
lamps hanging here were donations
from kings, and are always kept alight.
This is the supposed site of the birth
of our Lord. There is a bright star on
the marble floor, commemorating the
appearance of the "star in the east,':
with this signmcant inscription encir
cling it :

HIC DE YIRGIXE MARIA JESUS
CHRISTUS XATUS EST.

Above the altar twelve lamps are
hanging, to represent the twelve apos
tles. Three Eteps more lead down to
ano ther chapel over the alleged stall in
which., according to Latin tradition, the
wooden manger was discovered.

On Christmas eve the pilgrims crowd
around the church awaiting the hour of
opening in order to get good seats to
witness the grand ceremony. Every
man, woman and child who can possibly
come is present. The nave being devoid
of any seats, the people sit or kneel on
the marble floor, making a curious mass
of red fezes and white veils. In silent
praver they await the hour of the
service. Meanwhile the strains ot the
Te Deum softly rise from the great
organ.

Presently a procession of bishop and
archbishops, attired in their most gor- -

geoQs robes, enters the church chanting.
They are followed by priests and monks
and small boys dressed in scarlet, w li

constitute the choir. The handsomest
church decorations are kept for this
yearly service.

The deep, well trained vois of the
choir join in singing leantiful anthems,
after which there i a great deal of
chanting without much variation. Sev
eral times during the service the bixh
ops, one after another, absent them
selves to reappear in different attire,
each of the robes being, if possible,
more gorgeous than the last.

At midnight there is a sudden lull in
the music and tails in the distance ring
the midnight chime. Then, as by
magic, a curtain is drawn aside and over
the chancel gates a cradle appears to the
wondering gaze of the w rhipers and
within the cradle an image of the babe
The Gloria in Excelsis is sung and the
bells continue to peal merrily. unnoiinc'
leg to ad Bethlehem than it is Christ-ma- n

day. The "bambino'' or image of
the bale is now lifted before the eyes of
be worshipers, who prostrate them
selves on the ground in adoration. The
proces.-io-n of bi.-ho- priests and monks
and the pilgrims decends toward the
grotto of the manger chanting and wav
ing incense all around it. The chapel
eing so small o.ily the officiating priests
becend into the grotto and the pilgrims
pather about the narrow archway
and steps dpcending into the manger.
They now, with much pomp, amid the
chanting of the priests and the waving
of f ie ircense, lay the little waxen
ima; in the chapel of the manger,
where it remains during Christinas week
for devout worshipers to visit. Such is
the ceremony held by the Latins on
Chi i Unas eve.
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H1LDEBRAHD'5
..THE STORE WITH R RECORD..

Wear e prepared to show our
new line of Holiday Goods,

surpassing anything hereto-

fore shown by us in the
twelve years of our business
career. We believe it's worth
your while to stroll down
Jackson street to our store
and compare.

Everything in Infants
w a
An endless variety of fancy goods and novelties

A new line of Fancy Hosiery in great variety

for men. You've never seen anything better

possilny nothing as good at :: :: :: :. ::

25c and 50c a pair

R

Sick Room

G

Hot Water Bottles

Ice Bags

Bed Cross
Plasters

liniments

Spirit Lamps

Atomizers

The only right

place for a lady

of

to buy her :: ::

is at a drug store.

We carry a stock

that cannot be

excelled :: :: ::

Pears,

Packers,

Velvet Skin.

BOX BLANK INKS. -

This
isyou see

a
Tree

one of the
best type too
and while dear
sir it is not a

fir, was
made fir you. Tis

true you sec upon
this tree no

rich and yet
be hind and

hear in mind in wish the
gifts arc We now

wish all, the short and tall,
and gray,

the poor,
the rich,

as
A CHRISTMAS

Lest Say Yet,
riUF CCD

C flARSTERS & CO

STANDARD

Bandages

refinement

SOAPS

Colgates,

FIHE AMD

TABLETS, BOOKS,

Christ-
mas

yet.it

rare;

there.
young,

blackpitch,
MERRY DAY

PATEftT
PURE DRUGS, MERCKS CHEMICALS

Necessities

STATIONERY OFFICE

PAPER,

When You the Best Come Here
A. & Co

HILDEBRAJID'S
--"THE UfiDER PRICED STORE

presents
please

middle-age- d,

white,

A.

SUPPLIES

ONE PRICE

ii! if

Underwear
may be had in mos: any
style and at prices to
suit every pocket--

f . t TVr
DOO&. it comes in iunh

heavy weights and in
several different qual-

ities. "We have in stock
a complete assortnent

Ladies and
Misses' Vests,

as well as of

Union Suits for men,
women and children.

3:

CHRISTMAS

We should be very glad to
show you our clean, fresh
stock of new and beautiful
Christmas goods, because it
certainly contains Presents
to please everybody. Any-
one who wants to purchase a
Christmas gift, no matter
whether an elaborate article
or a mere trifle, can make the
best selection by looking
through our complete stock
of Holiday Goods, which is
full of novelties, new ideas,

and beautiful things

A new line of beautiful silk shirt waists, all
sizes and colors $1,50 - - - -
A most complete assortment of Mens Furnish- -
ing goods

Hifdebrand's Foot-For- mYou Forget, We it Tno bs

MEDICIiES

Want
C. MARSTERS

TheJVUoosIog

useful

Vollenben

1

Bros.,

I

ONE PRICE

THE fAMOUS 0. !(. & B. BRAND

Suits in the latest
style and cut from

$5,00 tO $20.00

We are offering a FULL STOCK shoe for only

$1.75
Meu's Underwear, all-wo- ol

suits,from $1 50 to $5.C0

White Shirts from 75 t8 $1.50

Faiicy Shirts from 50 $1,50

Working Shirts, wool ami cotton, we give
vou a shirt for 50c that cannot be beaten

Ladies' Dress Goods, Linings,

Underwear, Hose, Trimmings, Etc.

Iu Ladies' Underwear we carry the MVN-S1N- G

garment, one of the best garments
made. It is recommended by loading physi-

cians of the United States. When you want
a Dress Skirt, or Walking Skirt, Ladies'
Misses' or Child's Jacket or anything in
ready-mad- e goods, i A

COME TO US
We'carry the best line ir. the city, at prices that are right. We will give
you value received in each and every article. WE ARE STRJCTIY ONE PRICE

Cash Store WOLLENBERQ BROS. Cash Store

TrlIK train this ChristiHaf eve (slowed

ger aboard ami to alio- - a jf iri at
one of the car windows a better view
the now covered laiKlreaj and the lit-

tle patchwork of house a lent the sta-

tion. Then it lumbered off atrain. The
new raentrer took a at the
girl at the window Uvaue it wan the
only va ant oiie. h ecu tinned to gaze
at the white uV.Hh for a time.

"M;rry Christina '. What a njlt- -
ery. lie 1: ought bitterly, iinai he

0Ati a glance at her new ton, j.ani-iii- .

Hi face waa hM-le- by the nef jajier
he was hohlin clor to his eyea in a
vain titrable to rea-- hy the fa.st fading
light. When he thrt;w it Ion in !':-- at,

ehe leaned forward and aked tira- -
idlr:

".May I .iofc at it a moment? I want
to e if th re in any Liter new aboit
the IVx liiink bank rohbery."

He Landed her the paper and watched
her cnriooMy at he lent over it and
with eagemew read the Htyt page.

"Iid you find ont wliat yoa wanted to
know?" he aked w hen he handed the
paoer lock to him.

"No, for there Lt no trace of the
thieves or the money yet!" she an-wer-

with a jrreatiieal of feeling.
"Did you have any money in the

hank?" he after a pj-i--
.

Kvery cent that I own in the world !

he anwerel, lifting her han2kerchief
to hi-- r eve and faiin into tear.

I am The i an tpoke witi
an eiii!jarra-n'n- t that eeetned rtit of
harmony with bii rouh fealaret!. She

her eye and with a li'.tie attenpt
at brawery kuI :

"Oh, I know Ioiht n.,t t' do thw
and of conre von do not understand.
When the do.t'iM orlcrel out hers
lie pot f3,0. iu that hank, and ater
he died it was all I Lad. Xow it is
ttone, ajvl f, oh, I am eo helpie ! And
hen; it i ChrWtifi:H time." rfha wert
tfre-- h, and the man move 1 uneaaily in
hi. at, lifted h: pajx-- r and tnr.ieil the
leaves i?rvHiir.

In a few niiaBte drit.--l Ler eyes
and leanetl wearily aaint the A

her tseat. She fid not for two
nijihU, and r--n ler eyr? clo-?- l oncoa-ci-ui!- y,

and he ank heavily against
tlie ctralht e Ma oi the
car. v r.a a (M.wn lure.'i ot tLe train
he swaveil to tlie rjpht. then hack

ar.iin, and finaUy Ml in a little nncott--
i ii lieap ujKin tlw strnji:- - l.oi Jer of

her ojnipar.ion. He hjked heipW-ly- .

heshatinily, at h r a imu.-e&t- , tlieD,
qnietly tnvinjr in Lis fat, riippeJ ff
hi-- oat, tnale it into a heap and left it
beneath her hea-l- . TIks HA.t frcm
ahove faint'y oatiincl her delicately
("hapttl fa against the hiark rat, her
sniall wliite hail wa? tiipwn in chi'J-l.k- e

tmt;n'n-"- 9 al-- v the g!Lteur.
mass ii (jrilden hair.

Iiending qikkly over the nz girl
he fomV.eJ a few eeconds w ith the c t
onder her la.l, then drew Lack and
peeing Li hat over hi eye ertl from
under the wide hrirn into tlie darkness
out.-d-e. Several hriil whit!es catce
fp .in under the car wicd-- a lactera
flasiiC-- J vp and there was a mattered
ca;h. A. ti cur moved off be ran

1

j wildiv d)w a the ai.e.
1 The uLe of the engine increased and
the girl npeiieJ her eyes. - he hi-'ke-

? np into th.e faiv of the man tardli;g
i over lier and tlartel. Con M lie I the
same? Wis she dreatuini? Surely her
watmatedkl nt wear a ir.a-taih- yet
these seemed to be the same piercing
black eyes, the same fcrad fhoulders.

She stared rtaj-iJl- and titooght the
mastaciie must be a vagary. Then her
eyes fell oa the coat under her head and
she faltered :

"Thaak you so much fur pattLag it
there. I hope ya haven't cme to yonr
ration."

The man siuiled taiicilv. "Ve?.
j ni, he has pas?el hia station, bat for
'

ft-- reas'-- he left his coat behind.
i Yq see, miss, it"a verv frtnnr. I
happen to V the detective in this

j hunk tdUilt ca- - I reckon yoa have
kevd about it and have been on the

; tract of the leader of that gang since
! daybreak this jiiornin. Somehow I
tlwught he lsrvled this train, aad

I hen I pt on at G 1 looked all
; thnmgli fcr him, but lx.:ns in corajiany
j with a lady I didn't st him up till it

ast" late. I was jat oieini in
frvm the other caf when 1 saw him

j dash down the aL-J- aad make a jamj
) while tiie car i moving, and of
'tHyiir by the tiim I pt t- - the door the
c.ir had gaineil too much fed r iv.e

1 jump after him, I reckon !: has
' given us the sdip r gm1."
j Tho iat stjriiij; at in the face tf
j her new companion without oining
j hr li. At lxt she burst iuto a hys-- j

terti-a- l fit of lanshinj;. Suddenly cheek- -j

i.it lier-i- f she lifted the coat anl ntter-- !
el a loavl exchiiii:in asa little i i;a

i .In'pil out of the f.M. Slipv"S off

the cover die j iek.l up a rll of bios,
jMil p'mne-- 1 carefully u one of them wis
a t.j of pajero whk-- some words

had Ks-i- i written with a lead

j'iK'il :

IV.i.v a t j t as a rhritmaa vr,senl
lny vlmre in the l' hunk Uuik raid,

hidi 1 tliiiik w i'.t .(Uii'.cver yonr l- -.

I d to re.d Suiul.iy Iwk
oiuvand iu them I rememlvr the thief

a." always Ih ought t lay by a s"it,
cvMt'e little wtiinan. That j my c-- '.

lluuik you for nakit.tg tne do the 6rt
(hver.t "thimj in iv hie.

Jack I.
The detective sr i .e a Ion.: dr:Tii oat

whistle when he re:id the note,

'He is a Uvl fellow, hut he txiht te
worse!" he commented with a cre?t-alie- n

sort of Mi.ile. "lon't cu feel a

Idtie proud of the sy yon hji.o!e--l the
most r.otorh.os mt'aw in the ."'ate".'"

I'.ut the yirl tiid not tmst 1 cr: If t

answer. Mie lad tun id h r !:ie to the
wiivlow aid in the little of

thank,'ivi!i!,' she eist out ai ns the
wide, wild thirkiif.-- " It l .r iceovtred
f trtnne there was a pWa lT the n.a
vt)0 had ivell it l ack to her. ;

Tlie iitanMhooPasx-.- l a pri' for tho
woman who uoiild wr te him thu bet
l.'e letter t';:i!od to in.ike the mot of
his He would have ha I

more fun it h- - had orT.-re- to ;ve the
prize ti the "irl w!i prow l herseif
mot profick'nt in the matter of ii:ak!r.
lovo t him v,


