—

government har appointed consyls | force. The provision for arbitration con- | include the pensioners of the army and
for Cuba, who have beéen provisionally templates the formation of a permanent | navy in all our wars, The number added
recognined during the military adminisira- | tribunal, before which d'sputed cases may | 1o the rolls during the year was 40,91
be brought for settiement by the mutunl | The number dropped by reason of death,
consent of the litigants in each separute  remarrings, minors, by legul Umitations,
case, The advantages of such a per-  fullure to claim within three years, and
manent tribunsal over Imprompiu commis- | gther causes, was $L18, and the number

tion of the affaire of that Island.
Ottoman Empire.
The United Btatés minister lo Turkey

continues, under instructions, to press for
s money payment in satistaction of the
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ANMERICAY EXPOSITIONS

Buliale in 1901,

of & plan for the peaceful

international differences, a
in which the American people have
been deeply interested for many years, and
a definlte project for a permanent inter-
national tribunal was Included In the In-
structions to the delegates of the United
States,

The Nnal set of the conference Includes
& conventlon upon the amelloration of
the laws and customs of war on land, the
sdaptation 10 maritime warfare of Lhe
principles of the Geneva convention of
1864, and the extension of Judicla] methods
to internmationa]l csses. The convention
for the pacific settiement of International
conflicis embodies the leading features of
the American plan, with such modifica-
tions am were rendered necessary by the
great divermity of views and Interests
represented by the delegates. The four
titles of the convention provide for the
continuance of general peace, the exercsa
of good ofMives and mediation, the forma-
tion of commiss=ions of Inguiry, and luter-
aational arbitration.

The mediztion provided for by the con-
wvention is purely voluntary and advisory,
and ls Intended to aveld any iovasion or
KEmitation of the sovereign righis of the

adhering states, The commisgions on In- |

quiry proposed consist of (Jelegations to be
specifically constituted for particular pur-
poses by means of conventions between the
contesting partles, having for their object
the clear understanding of International
differences before resorting to the use of

siofia of arbliration are concelved to De of claims dlsallowed was W7 €17

the actual existence of a competent court,
prepared to administer justice, the grester

THE UNITED STATES ARMY.

Changes In the Pust Year=Medals for
Over-Time Troopa in Phillppines.
Since my last snnusl message, and in
obedience to the sots of cangress of April
2 and 26, 195 the remaining volun.eer
force enlisted for the Spenish war, con-

voluniser regiments are made up of col-
ored men, with colored line cfficers,
The Forces in the Philippines.
The new trcops to take the places of

inadequate that a new and
crganisation had 10 be cealed,
trained officials have besn assigned to the

making up the body o  the Torce.
working out this plan, t'4e merit rule has
been rigoreusty and fa thfully appliel

The appointment of director-general of
posta of Cuba was given 1o an experi who
had been chief pastoffice inapecior and xs-
sistant posimuster-gener ], and who united
large experience with capacity. For the
pestmastership at Havana, the range of
skilled and avallable nen wes scanned,
and the cholee fell on one who had been
¥ yeary o the service as depuly post-
master and postmaster of a large cily.
This principle governed and delermined the
selection of American ofticlals sent not only
to Cubs, but to Puerto Rico and the Phil-
lppines. and they were instructed to apply
it =0 far as practicable m the smployment
of the nafives as minor postmasiers and
clerke. The postal sysiesa In Cuba, though
remaining uuder the general puidance of
the postmaster-geperal, wns made o
sentinlly independent. It was felt that it
should nat be 2 burden on the postal perv-
jovr of the United Biates, and provision was
made that any deficit in the postal rev-
enue should be a charg: upon the general
revenues of the island.

Though Puerio Rico sad the
held a different reintion to the Uniied
Sigtes, yel for convenience of adminis-
tration, the same principle of an sulond>-
mous system has been extended (o them,
The development of the service In all of
the lslands has been rapid and succersiul
It has moved forward on American lines
with free dellvery, money-crd@er and reg-
isiry system, and has given the poopie
mall facilities far grester and more re-
liable than they have ever before enjoyed.
It is thus not only a wital agency of in-
dustrial, social and business progress, but
an important influence in diffusing a just
understanding of the true apirit and char-

 meter of the American ndministration.

The Domesiie Service,

The domestic postal service cmntinuea to
grow with extraordinary rapidity. The
sxpenditures and revenues will each ex-
ceed FN0.000.000 dering the current year.
Fortunately, since the revival of prosper-
fty, the revenues have grown much fast-
er than the expenditurea. and there ln ev-
ery indication that a short perfod will wit-
ness obliteration of the annual deficlt,

THE NAVY.

Necessary Provision Must Be Made
far Armor Plate,

The navy has maintalned the spirit snd
high efMciency which bhave slways char-
acterized that service, and has lost none
of the gallaniry In herole action which
has signalized (ta brilllant and glorious
purt. The nation hax equal pride in its
early and laler achle. enta. Its hahit-
ual peadiness for every emergency has
won the confidence and admiration of the
country. The people ure Interested in the
continued prepuration and prestige of the
pavy, sod will justify libera! appropria-
tions for Its malntecance and Improve-
ment. The officers luive shown peculiar
sdaptation for the pe formance of new
and delicate dutles wh ch our recent war
has Imposed.

I heartily concur in thé recommenda-
tlons for the increase 0! the navy, as sug-
gested by the secroiary. Our future
progress and prosperity depend upon our
ability to equal, If ns' to surpass, other
nations In the enlarge pent and advance
of sclence, industry ani commerce,

To Invention we must turn as one of
the most powerful alés to the accomplish-
ment of such a resule. The atlention of
congress is directed w0 the report of the
commissioner of patenis, In which will
be found waluable suggestions and rec-
vmmendations.

THE PENS!'ON ROLL.
Urges Modifieation of the Provislon
Relnting 1o Widows.
On June 30, 1888, the ponsion roll of the
United Bistes numbessd 961,519, These

Durning
the year 55 Mepension certificales were
lssued, of which 3,007 wers for new or
original pensions. The amount disburaed
for army and navy pensions during the
year was §155 35 (62 85, which wus JI61 46
Jess than the sum of the appropriations.
The Grand Army of the Hepublic, al its
recent naional encampment, beld at Fhil-
adelphla, has brought to my aliention, and
10 that of ¢ongress, the wisdom and lus-
tice of & modification of the th'rd section
of the pet of June 27, 180, which provides
pensions for the widows of officers and
enlisted men who served %0 day» or more
during the war of the rebellion, and
were honorably discharged, provided that
such widows are without other means of
sgpport than their daly labor and were
married to the saldler, sallor or marine
on accouni of whose service they clalm
pension prior 1o the date of the act
With the approval of the gecretary of
the interior, the commissioner of pensions
recommends that, in order to make the
practice at all times uniform, and to do
juatice to the dependent widow, the
amount of Income allowed, ent
of the proveeds of ber dally labor, should
not be less than §50 per annum, and he
wrges that congress shall so amend the
act as to permit the pension office to
grant pensooable status to widows un-
der the terms of the third section of the
act of June 37, 180 whose Income, aside

. from the proceeds of dally labor, i= not

In excess of 250 per annum. [ Dbelleve
this to be a simple not of justice, and I
heartily recommend It.

The Dawes Commission.

The Dawes commission reporta that
gmatifying progress hua been mades In s
work durlng the preceding year. The
field work of enrollment of four of the
nations has been completed.

1 recommend that congress, at an early
day, make Bberal appropriation for edu-
cationa! purposes In the Indian territory.

Twellth Census.

In accordance with the act of conjress
approved March 3, 188, the preliminary
work In conpection with the IRth census
ts now fully under way. The officers re-
quired for the proper administration of
the duties imposed bave been selected.
The provislon for seouring a proper enl-
meration of the population, as well as to
secure evidence of the Industrial growth
of the nation, is brosder and more com-
prebensive thas any s milar legisiation in
the past. The director advises that every
needful effort s being made to push this
great work to completion Iln the time lm-
Ited by the statute It Is believed that the
I2th cepsus will emphasize cur remark-
ahle advance in all that pertains W DA~
tional progress.

FORESTRY AND AGHRICULTURE.

The Reserves and Reguistions for
Thrir Maintenance.
On June 36, 188 there were 30 forest reg-

' ervations (¢Xc usive of the Afognak forest

and fab-cuilyre reserve in Alaska), em~
bracing an estimated area of #0,78.17%
seres. During the pasit year. two of ihe
existing forest reserves, the Trabuco can-
yon, California. and Black Hbls, South
Dakota and Wyoming, kave heen cons d-
ernbly enlarged; the area of the Mount
Rainier reserve, In the stale of Washing-
ton, has been somewhat reduced. and aix
additional reserves have DBeen established,
namely, the San Francsco Mourialn,
Ariz ; the Hlack Mesa, Ariz ; Lake Tabhoe,
Cal; Gailatin, Ment; Glia river., N. M,
and Fiah Lake, Utah, the total estimated
arein of which ls 58572 soret This makes
at the present time a total of 3 forestry
reservations, ¢mbracing an estimoated area
of #0218 peres. This catimated area ls
the aggregnted area within the boandaries
of the testrves. The Inods actoally re-
served nre, however, galy the vacant pub-
He lands therein, and these have been set
aside utd reserved from sale or set!lement
In order that they may be of the greatest
use to the people,

Irrigation.

The subject of irrigation, where It s of
vital Impartance to ke people, iz being
carefully studisd, steps are being taken 10
reciaim injured or abandoeed lands, and
Information for the pwopie along those
lines = being printed and distributed.

Markets are belng sought and opened
uyp for surpius {arm and factory produ=ts
In Burops and in Asin,

The ocatleck for the sducation of the
young farmer through agriceitural cole
lege® and exper.ment & ations, with op-
portuniiy given to speciailse in the de-
pattment of agriculture, is very promis-
ing. The people of Hawall, Puerto Rico
and the Philippine islands have been
helped by the estabiishment of 2xpori-
ment stalions 1o & more sclientific knowi-
edge of the producilon of coffee, InCia
rubber and other troplcal products for
which there s & demand in the Usitad
States.

THE PHILIFPINE QUESTION.

Acquisition of the Islands—The Fill-
pine lsswrrection, L]

On the Ith of Decembar, 158, the treaty
of peace between the United States and
Spain was signed. It provided, amang
otbher things, that Spain should cede to
the United States the archipelago knosn
as the Phillppine Islands, that the United
Btates ghould pay to Spain the sum of $34.-
00,000, and that the civil rights and poJdtl-
cal matus of the native inhabltants of
the territories thus ceded (o the United
States should be determined by the (on-
gress. The treaty was ratified by the sen-
ate on the &th of February, 1888, and by
the government of Spaln on the ISth cf
March followlng. The ratifications were
exchanged on the 11th of April, and the
treaty publicly proclalmed. On the 24 of
March, the congress voled the sum con-
templatad by (he treaty, and the amount
was paid over to the Epanish government
on the Ist of May. In this manner the
Phillppines came to the United States. The
islands were ceded by the government of
Bpaln, which had been In undispuled pos-
nession of them for centuties. They were
necepted not merely by our authoissd
commissloners in Paris, under the direction
of the executive, but by the conatitutional |
and well-considered action of the repre- |
seplatlves of the people of the United
Btates In both houses of congress.

I had every reascn to belleve, and 1 still
belleve, that this transfer of soverelgnty
was ln accordance with the wishes and
the aspirations of the great mass of the
Flliplno peopie. From the earllest moment
no opportunily was lost of assuring the
people of the islands of our ardent Mesize
for thelr welfare and of the Intention of
this government to do everylhing possible
to advance thelr intereste. In my order of
the I9th of May, 1888 the commander of
the military expedition dispatched 1o the
Philippines was instructed 1o declare that
we came not to make war on the people
of the couniry, ‘‘nor upon any part or
Iaction among them, Hut to protect them
in their homes, In their employments and
in their personal and rellgious rights"
That there should be no doubt as 10 the
paramount authority there, on the 1Tth
of August, it was directed that “thero
must be no joint occupation with the In-
surgents’”: that the United Btates must
pressrve the peace and protect persons
and property within the territory cecu-
pled by thelr militury and naval forces;
that the Insurgents and all others must
recognize the military occupation and au~-
thority of the Unlted States. An early an
December 4, before the ceaesion and In on-
ticipation of that event, the commander in '
Muanlla was urged to restore peace snd

tranquility, and to undertake the sotad- '

lishment of & beneficlent government,
which should afford the fullest security
for life and property.

On the 2ist of December, after the treaty
was signed, the commander of the forces
of oceupation was Instrucied “10 announce
and prociaim, In the most public mann.r,
that we come, not as Invaders and con-
querors. bu’ as friends to protect the na-
tives In Lhelr homes, in thelr employmen:s
and in their personal and religious
righta."" The same day. while ordering
General Olls 1o see that peace should be
preserved In Ilo [lo, he was admonished
that: "It Is most Important that there
should b¢ oo conflict with the Insurgents,”™
On the firet day of January, 1888, gensral
orders reteratcd that the kindly Inten-
tlons of thiy government should In every
possible way, be communicated (0 the
Insurgents.

The Phillpplse Comminnion,

On the st of January, [ announced my
Intention of dispatching to Maniia a rom-
misslon composed of three gentlemen of
the highest character asd  distinetion,
thoroughly acqualoied with the Orlent,
who, In sasociation with Admiral Dewey
and Msjor-General Otls, were Instructed
to “faciiitate the most humane and of-
fective ends and to secure, with the least
possible delny, the benefity of 4 wise and
generoun protection of Ie and proepriy Lo
the inhabitapte” These gentiemen were
Dr. Jacod Gould Schurman, president of
Cornell universiiy; the Hon, Charies D'n-
by, for many years mins er to Chna
and Professor Dean C. Worcester, of the
universily of Michigan. whoe had made
a most careful study of life ln the Phil-
ippines.

While the treaty of peace was under
consideration in the senate. these comm 8-
sloners s¢f out on thelr mimion of good
will and Hberation. Thelr character was a
suflicient guaranty of the beneficiént pur-
pose with which they went even If they
had not lorpe the positive Instructions of
this government whch made thelr errand
pre-eminently one of peace and friendshigp.
But before thelr arrival in Manlla, the
s'nister ambition of & few leaders of the

Fillpinos had created a stuation fuil of |

embarrassments for us and monst grievoul
in its consequences to themselves,

The clear and (mpartial preliminary re.
port of the commissioners, which | trans-

mit herewith, gives so luck] and compre- {
hensive a history of the present Insurrsc-

tionary movement that the story need
not be here repeated. It Is enougd Lo say
that the claim of the rebel leader, that
he was independence by any

officer of the United States In return for |

his assistance has no foundation Im fact,
and lr categorically denled by the very
witnesses who were called to prove (G

The most the Insurgent leader hoped for ]

when he came back to Manila was the
liberation of *he BBlands from the Span‘sh
control, which they had been laboring for
years, without success, to throw off.
Outbreak of the Insarrection,
The prompt accomplishment

. work by the American army and Davy

gave him other ideas and ambitians. and
instdious sugwestions from various quar-
ters pervearted the purposes and intent'ons
with which he bad taken up arme No
snaner had ear army captured Manily than
the Fllipino forces began to Assume an
attitode of suspiclon and host{lity, which
the utmost efforts of our officers and
troops were unable (o disarm or mexlify.
Thelr kindnesa and forbearance was taken
e a pronf of cownsdice. The aggression
of the Fllipinos continvally increnssd un-
tiL finally, fust hefore the time s+t for the
senate of the United Etates to vole upon
the tresty. an attack. evident's preparsd
n pAvance. was made all along the
American Mnes. which resu'ted In a terr'-
bhiy destructive and sangutnary repulse of
the Insurgents.

Ten dave later an rrder of the insurgent
Eovrernment was jssued to {ts adherents
who had remalned in Manila. of which
General Mis  Justty ohserves thet “for
barbesrous Intemt It s unequaled In mod.
ern times™ It directn that at § o'clo-k
on the nizht of the Hith of February, the
territorial mititla shall come toagether In
the strestn of San Pedro. armed with
their ho'os. with guns and ammuaitien
where convenient: that Fillninag famities
on'y shall be resoected; that all other
individoals. of whatrver race thev may
ba shal! be exterminated without anvy
coampassion, after the svtermination of
the army nof occupation and sdds:
“Rrothers, we must avenge ourselves on
the Americans and exterminate them
that we may take our revenge for the
iInfam'es and treacheriers which they hav-
rommitted upon gs. Have no compassion
upon them: attack with vigor.”™

A enpy of this fell, by good furtune
into the bands of our ofMcev— and they

were able to take measures to contrl the |

risine. which was actoav altemnte]
the night of Febhruary 2. a week Inter
than was orlpisally eantemplated. A con-
siderable number of armed Insnreents a-.
tered the city by waterwsys and swamna,
and. In concert with confede-nrss Instde
nttemnted to destrov Manila by fire. Thev
wore kept in check during the nicht. and
the next day driven out of the city, with
heavy loss.

What the Commission Foand.

This was the unhappy condition of af-
falrs which confronted our commisaionors
on thelr arrival In Manlla,. They had

0=

. come with the hope and Intention of co-
| operation with Admiral Dewey and Ma

Jor-General Otis In establishing peace and
order in the archipelngo, and the laryest
measure of seif-government compatible
with the true welfrre of the people. What
they actually found can best be set forth
in their own words:

“Deplorable as war s, the one In which
we are now engaged was unavoldab'es by
ue. We were attacked by & bold, adven-
turous and enthusiastic army, No alter-
native was lefll ua except ignominlous
retreat. It is not (o be conoelved of that
any American would have sanctioned the
surrender of Manlia to the (nsurgentsa
Our obligations to other nations snd to
the friendly Filipinos aid to sursclves and
our fiag demanded that force should be
met with force. Whatever the future of
the Phillppines may be. there Is no course
open to us now except the prosecution of
the war until the Insurgenta are redoced
to submiss’on. The commission s of the
opinion that there has been no time nince
the destruction of the Spanish squadron
by Admiral Dewey when It was possibie
to withdraw our forces from the lsiands
either with hanor to ourselves or with
safety to the Inhabitnnta*

The course thus clearly Indicated has
been unfiinchingly pursued. The rebel-

! on must be put down. Clvil government

cannot he thoroughly esstablished  unti?
order Is restored. With a devotion and
Eallantry worthy of its most brilliant
Biatory. the aemy, ably and loyally ss-
sisted by the navy. has enrried on this un.
walcome but most righteous campalen
with richly deserved sueccpss, Tha noble
self-mncrifice with which our sold'srs and
willors, whose termz of service hnd ex-
niced. refused to avall ttemselves of their
right to return home a= long as they were
neaded at the front, forms one of the
brizhtest poges in our annals, Although
thelr operatinne have been somewhat in-
terrupted and checked by a alny senson
of unusual vielence and duration, they
have galned ground steadlly In every A1-
rection, and now look forward confidently
o n spesdy comnletion of thelr task
The unfavorable clroumstiances con-
nécted with an active campalgn have not
bean permitted to Interfere wih the
equally important work of reconstrue-
tion. Again 1 Invite vour attention to the

renort of the commissioners for the Inter- |

esting and encourngine detalls of
work already aoccomplished In

the

the #s-

tablishment of panes and order snd the |

Inaururation of sslf-govornlng munieinal
Hfe In many portlons of the archipelsgo.

Civil Governmment In Negros.
A notable beginning has been made In

the establishment of 2 government In
the isiand of Negros, which Is deserving
of special copsideration, This was (he
first Iniand to sccept American soversign.-
1y. Itz people unreservedly proclalmed
allegiance to the Unlied States, and
adopted m constftution looking to the es-
tablishment of & popular government. It
wis lmpossibie to gunranies Lo the peo-
ple of Negros thal the constitution so
adopted should be the uitimate form of
guvernment. Such a gquestion, under the
treaty with S8pain and in accordance with
our own constitution ang Eee, cww ca
clusively under the jurisdietion of eans
gress. The government actually sel up
by the Inhabitants of Negros eventually
proved unsatisfactory 1o the naflves them-
selves. A new system was put into force
by order of the major-general command-
Ing the department, of which the fol-
lowing are the most Important slements:
| Tt war ordered that the povernment of
the island of Negros should consist of &
military governor. appointed by the
United Btates military governor of the
Philippines. and a civil governor and an
adsisory counell elected by the people. The
military governor was authorized to ap-
point secretarien of the treasury, interior,
agricuiture, public [nstruction. an attor-
ney-general and an auditor. The ses! of
goveranment was fixed at Baeolor. The
milltary governor exercises 'he supreme
executive power. He is to see that the
laws ars execuled, appoint to ofMces and
fill all vacanecies In offite not otherwise
provided for. and msy, with the apnraval
of the military governor of the Phi'in-
plnes, remove any officer from office The
elvll governor adviecs the military rov-
ernor on all public and clvil questions,
and presides over the advisory council
He. In peneral, performs the datles which
are performed by secretaries of state In
our own system of governament, The ad-
visory council conuiste of efrht members
slected bv the peon'e within territorial
Hmite, which are defined In the order of
the commanding general

Agreement With Sulian of Sulvs,

The authorities of the Sulu islands have
socepted the succession of the United
Btates to the rights of Spaln, and cur flag
flonts over that territory. On the 19th
of August, 1556 -General Bates,
United States volunteers, negotinted an
agreement with the sultan aed his prin-
| ciyal chiefs, which [ transmit herewilh.

Rebrllion Nearly Ended.

1 T communicate these facts to (he con-
 gres=s for It Information and action.
| Everything indleates that with the speedy
| suppression of the Tagal rebeillon, lifs in
the archipelago will snon assume its ord-
| pary course under the protection of our
| soverelgnty, and the people of those fa-
| vored lands will enjoy a prosperity and
a freedom which they have never before
 known., Already hundreds of schools are
| open and filled with chiidren. Religlous
iff"’ﬁ.‘h}ﬂ is macredly assured and enjoyed,
and the courts are dJdispensing justice.
Business Is Deginning to circulate in hts
| acrustomed clannels. Manila, whose in-
| habitants were flering te the country A
few months ago, s now a populows and
thrivicg mart of commerce. The earmest
and unremiiting endeavors of the com-
mission and the admiral and major-gen-
aral commanding the department of (he
Pacific, Lo assure the people of the benef-
cent Intenticns of this governmenl have
bad their legitimete effect in convincing
the great mass of them that peace snd

ment can only be found In a loyal accept
ance of the sulhority of the United Siates.

The Duty of Congress.

pines rests with the coagress of the Unlt-
#1 Bwuates. Few graver il
have ever been confided 140 an  If we
accept them in a spirit worthy of pur race
and traditions, greatl opportunity comes
with them. The is'ands lie under the
shelter of our flag. They are ours by
every title of law and equity. They can-
not be abandoned., If we desert them we
lrave them at once to anarchy and fAnsly
o barbarism. We fing them. a goiden
apple of discord, among the rival powe's,
no one of which would permit another to
seize  them unguestionsd. Thelr rich
olains and valleys would be the poene of
encives strife and bdboodshed The sdvent
of Dewey's fiset In Mmnlla bay, Instead
| of helog, a= we hope, the dawn of A “ew
“ay of freednm and progress. would have
| he<n the beginning of an ors of misery and
viol nre worse than an» which bas dark-
ned thelr unhappy past.

It doem pot seem Jdesirable that 1 should
recommend at this time a specific final
{ form of government for thess Iplande.
| When peace sha’l be restored It will be the
\""”’ of congrres 1o copratrect a plaz of
povernmen' which shall estab'lsh and
!ﬂ‘lir‘.i"}n freedom and order and peace In
the Phillppires. The insurrection (s stili
l-xio:'rg and when It term'nates, further
Infosmation =Ml be required s to the
| #etual condition of affairs befope INaugL-
' retirg a permanent scheme of civll gov-
| ernment.
| The full report of the commission, pow
|In preparation, will contaln information
and supgestions which will be of value to
congriss, and which [ wiil transmit as
soon ne It Is comrsleted As long as the
‘rvurrection continues. the milltary arm
must necessarily be suprems,

THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS.

Neceasity of a Change In the Laws
for Their Goverament,

Bome embdarrassment In administration
has occurred by reason of the pecullar
status which the Hawallan Islands at
présent occupy under the joint resolution
of annexation, approved July 7. 188
While by thar resoiution thé republic of
Hawall, & an independent nation, was ¢x-
tnguished. Ite separaie sovereignty de-
itroyed and its property and possessions
vested In the United Statées, yet a com-
peote exstablishment for |'s government ul-
der our sysiem was rot effected. While
the municipel lawe of the Is'ands, not en-
acted for the fulfillment of treaties and
not Inconsstent with the Jolnt resolution
or contrary to the constiution of ‘the
United Etates or any of 1ts freaties, re-
main In force, yet these laws relate only
to the socinl and Internal affalrs of the
istand, and do not touch any =ubjedis of
importance which are of a broader na-
tlong! character,

Commissioners’ Report,

By the resolution of annexation the
president was diretted to appoint five
comprissioners to recommend to CONgress
such legisintion concerning the Isinnds
as they should deem necessary or proper,
The commlsswoners were duly appointed,
and, after a careful Investigation and
study of the sysiem of laws and govern-
ment prevalling In the islands and the
condliions existing there, they prepared
a blll to pravide a government! under the
title of ““The Territory of HawailL™ The
report of the commisslon, with the hill
which they preparead was transmitted by
me 1o congress on December € 1588, but
the bill =till awalls Azal action. The peo-
| ple of these islands are entitled to the
! benefits and privileges of our legisiation,
|

but in the absence of any act of congress
providing for federal courts In  the
| islands, and for a procedure by which ap-
peals, writs of error and other judielal
proceedings necessary for the enfore-
ment of civil rights may be prosecuted,
they #re powerless to secure thelr en-
forcement by the Judgment of the courts
of the Uniled States

It ls manifeldly important, therefore.
am possible erecting these slands into a
Sudicinl district. providing for the ap-
pointment of a judge and other proper of-
ficers and methods of procedure in appel-
late procecdings and that the government
of this newly acquired territory under
| the federal constitution shall be fully de-
| fined and vrovided for.

L
. civll government for this territory is B

safety and prosperity and stable govern-

The future government of the Philtp- |

that an act should be passed as speadily |

| LAWS FOR ALASKA,
Necesslly for Immedinie ‘M‘ -
Act : 18
A necessity for Immedinte loegislutive So-
tlon exists In the lerritory
Bubsiantially the only law

pro

act of May 11, 184, Tis is meager I
provisions and Is fitted omly for 1
men stration of affal:» In a coum

1y Inhabited by elvilized people and 4s

portant In frade and i
Alaska st the time this set . S
The increase In population -y s

t.on during the pasi few yelrm
upon the discovery of gold, has b
such & condition as calis.for more
fachities for [ocal wseif-go '
more Dumerous cynveniences of g
judic.al administrat -

£

Irmndlmm'

alse to Puerto Rico. Thes sysiem
jurisprudence now adopted by the peoph
of this island Is desciibed by 64
lawyers who are familiay
thoroughly modern and scle
as it relates to matters of U
private rights In general. The
the island are gpovermed upder
which probably require very.
change. 8o that with relation
of local conceru and private Figh
not probahle that much, Il any, le
is desiralile: bui with referencse
Uie adminlsirstion and the relntion
isiands to the federal government
are many matlers which are of
urgency.
Her Principal Markets €
it must be borne In ming that

b

der Bpanish sovercvignty. The m -
Spain are clused 0 her
cest upon terms Lo which (he oDt
of all nations k= subjectsd Thy and &
Cuba, which us«d 10 buy ber gl
withoul customs du
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| Must Not He .
| The love of law and sense of
and sybmuissicn 0 the lawiaily 24~
tuted tr.bunmass are Imbedded In IS
hearts of our pecple, and sny :
ton of these senliments and Sirege
obiigalisss jusly srouses
condemraiton. The guaraniies of Hfe
ety apd of c.nil rigats should be tafind
upheid. the rigat of

and jury, consJtote Lhemselves
apd executiopers rhovld pol cocape
sevelrest peaaliies of their crimes N -

Exteading the (Passified Serviee.
The execullve onder of May € 198,

joe, brought within the opernilon of N
civil service law and roles neariy afl ofS T
the executive oivil service not previcusiy. |
chassiftierd Eome of lthe imnclusoas

found whelly LUkg ce!

application of the rules 0 many of the
places so included was found o y
in friclion and embarrassment Alfler Jom
and very th rcugh considesation, R |
came evidenl 1o the hends of the !
mests responsivle for (helr efficleney
In order to remove thess ditficulijes
promole an ¢Molent and harmonlous
mitusiTation, cer.ain ameadmenta
| mecessary.
Iln.l-ted by me In execuilve ooder
May 25, 188
Anniversary of Washington's . g i
The 14th of December wil be the ghe.
bundredih asnversary of the death o <
Washington. For a bundred years the L
publlc has Bad the proclesy A 3
of the lofty stundard of charscter L, |
conduct which be brgueathed g e -
American psople, It ' an Ichaglk .~
whoh time: irs éad of wasting, gnh%.
ally increases and enriches. We
Justly hope that in the yours (0 come
beoigrant influerce of the faiker of
country may be even more pPOLeN
g0 4 than In the century whieh &
Ing to a close. | have boen glad 1o
that In many parts of the counry !
people will fittiugly observe this )
Anniversary. -
Respenalbillilen of Congress,
Prescnted 10 th 5 cOngress are groat ops
portuniiica,. With them come gleal =44
sporsibilities.  The power conflided 1o ol -
increascs the welght of cur oblizailons 19|
the people, and we must be poonadiy.
| sensltive of them as we conteimpiate '3
new ard grave problems which oo
ur. Alming only at the pabll good we
cannot err, A rght Interpietadcnp of
peoplé’s "wiil and of du'y eannot 4
Insure wise measures for the wellurs of
the |slands which bave come under the
authority of the United States, mod loute
to the common interest and last.ng hobar Y
of our country. o
Never has this natira had more abums
dant cavss than during the past year for
thankfulnesas to Geod for manif Id bleas=
ing and mercies for which we maks
reverent ackoowledgment
WiLLIAM MEKINLEY.

Can't Miss ths Place,
! Stranger—Where does that new dens
tist huve his otfice?
Policeman—Yon mean the one whe
pulls teeth without painf
O&Ye‘.fi
*“Go right around the comner. Yom
will have no tronble finding his offfce,
You can hear his patients veoll half &
block away."’—Ohio State Jouroal,

Cireumatances Aller Cases,

“I notice,”” says Uncle Gabe, “‘dag
de man dat sings ‘| would not live al=
way' de loudes’ on Sundey sm gin’ally
de one dat gits to de platform fosk
when de truin rons off de truck."—N,

Y. Waorld. ‘0 h



