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MYSTERIOUS EYES.

Colonel Jagson gave his friends and
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IT IS SO.

eronies o terrible shock last week. The
colonel had celebrated the dying of the |
old year in trone Jagsonian style and |

[

Evorfall calmly, but with a qui in
his voice, =aid, “Vichy, the
bottom dropped out of everything

Everfull sighed and put his bhand
wearily to his eyes, as though to blog
out some horrible sight.  Jagson leaned
forward and gazed at the major, and
General Soake seemed fascinated by the
trivial action of his friend. One
was given to thought, and then Jagson
blorted ont:

“Do your oyes trouble you?"’

Thus encouraged the general looked
from the major to the colonel, then
from the colonel to the major, and ina
bon:sa whisper breathed:

‘‘Seen anything queer?

The major and celonel mﬂenad and
seemed like wooden men, Their aston-
ishment was so great they just bhad
strength to gasp:

*“What did you see?”’

*‘Spots, by Geaorge, sir, shining spots,

started for homo when the infant 1895 | like devil’s eyes last night in my bed-

was only threo hours old, carrying a |
Ioad that was heavy even for so expers |
o vehicle as the J. anatomy. Then
:hemrpmaclme. hen the old boy
sppeared later in the day and took his
usual sost alopgside the old.gumard, a
tumbler of ‘‘straight'" was at once
brought. All the others raised their
glasses, mormured ‘‘Happy New Year!™
sinking the last syllable into the glasses
as they quaffed the rare old brew, and
then looked at Jagson. There sat the
veteran, but his band had not touched
the glass. Silently he reached forth, and
taking a tumbler full of water he slow-
Iy drank. Consternation but feebly ex- |
| presses the feslings of the old guard:
Jngson drinking water, and that, too,
| on New Year's day! What had hap-
pened?

Eager inquiries brought no satisfac-

**No; I've not sworn off,” said Jag- |
son.

“Never going to drink any more?”
““I may,”" replied the hero of many a
tussle with old red eye.

room. '’

“So did L’ quoth the major in
alarm,

“I saw them days ago,” chimed in
Jagson. *““That’s why I stopped drink-
ln&"

““Gentlemen, "' interjected the fourth
member of the Old Guard, My Deep-
tank by name—“‘gentlemen, my wife
yesterday received calls from Mrs. Ma-
jor Everfull and Mrs. General Soake,
and later in tho day Mrs. Colonel Jag-
gon came. "

““Nothing remarkable in that, ' said

“*0Old friends, ain’t they?" quoth Jag-
sOD.

‘“What's that got to do with devil's
eyes?'’ put in Everfall

*No offense, gentlemen, no offcnse at
all, I assure you, but 1 think I see the
solotion of this mystery. I am willing
to sacrifice myself on the altarof layalty

| to you, and tonight I will go home so-
| ber—hem—bat will pretend I'm a litile

bit hit in the weather cye—er—will

' stumble up the stairs, just acting, you

know, gentlemen, but on my honor I'll

"'Sick™’ again cawe from the chorus. | be clear in the top story. A sacrifice to

“No,*
pel’s

' came from between the colo-
tightly compressed lips, and with

! » curt “"Grood day!”” he strode ‘majestic-

ally from the cafa

do it, gentlemen, but the circumstances
requnire forgetfulness of self.™

With wonder the pariy broke up to
meet’ next morning. What has Deep-

This action brought dismay. The old | tunk discovered thatwill lift this awful

goard's ranks

were already depleted. | pall? was the thought of the three af-
Only four now rendezvoused daily, and | Sicted men

as they wearily toddled

Jggsm s defection meant more to the| home. Could theworld ever come right
survivors than can well be understood | aggin?

by outsiders.

Meanwhile the shades of night hgd

Nevertheless, dc-splw all the efforts 0f| fallen, the hours crept on apaoce, but Mr,

entreaty and solicitous inquiry, the colo- | Ducpt:x::k thought not of home. He had
nel remained a total abstainer. He came | 3 mission to perform, and, though sit-
daily to join his comrades, to gossip and | ting up until 2 & m. was nothing to

| .and she gavo the canse of the
| tion away to her friend.

| wild roar.

O will be 2 52352 pof his overindalgence,

| the

swap staries, but pever onoe did he be-
tray, by word or sign, the reason th:s:|
led him to abjure the winewhen it was
red or the bowl when it was flowing.
Thus affairs ran on. The Old Guard |
was troubled, and Colonel Jagson lock- !
ed worried and acted like a man over-
burdened with serious thought and a|
deep financinl disorder. The fear that |
Colovel Jag=on was caught in the finan-
cial stringency induced General Scake
to take his wife into his confidence

With that tact and intuition that aro |

woman's chief charm she went at once |

to call on Mrs Jagson, and with the|

usual result—she got the roos of the
trouble in short order. Mrs 1was
positively radiant. The col el was al-
wars sober, the household allowanco bhad
been inereased, the table bero more deli-
cacies of the seascn, her wardrobe and
boune's were new, and Mrs Jagson be-

gan to think thas the declining years of
her married state would bo bappier than

| the carlier period.

“*And how did is
quuth Mrs. Scake.
knew that Mrs. Soake had suffered from |
the same rivalry that sho herself bad
cndured, and that pity to which
femininity is so prone swept over her,
reforma-

all come about?’
:\.\r. Mrs Jagson

-
;‘\IK;

“You know, my dear Mrs. Scake,™
began Mrs. Jagson, *‘the colonel came
home just before lln}'light on New Year's
moming and was net quite himself.
The conviviality had proved too much

| for his eqt.i'!ihrium. but after much

fumbling he got the door opened aund
Calne up c.t:ur:-» assoftly as circamstances
would permit. Contrary to my nsoal
custom, I had put the light in his room
entirely out. He seemed unable to find
a match and evidently tried to go to
bed in the dark. Faint rumblings and
mutterings caught my attention, then a
I rashed in to find bim on
the floor grasping at tho carpet.  When
the gas was lighted, he became quiet,
went to bad, and I lefs him in the dark
again.

“A second time he called and
me to sit with him in the light 1 did
so until ho fell asleep. The next morn-
ing ho felt that some explanation was
due, I soppese; and fold me that bright
spots like
him from tho floor about the bed, and
when he tried to grab one nothing was
there, You may be assured Colone I Jag-
san was badly frightened at the offects
and from that
day to this he has not tasted liguor of
any kind. "’

‘‘But the explanation, my dear Mrs
Jagson!" cried the excited Mrs. Scake.

*Well, you must keep it secret. If
truth be found out, tho colonel
might go back to drinking again. It
was this way: You see, I'd been having
the colonel’s room cléaned and fancied,
cnly faucied, you know, that tho bed
might have some of those little pests
lurking in
girl to nse a phosphorns powder, and
she carelessly letsome sift onto the car-
pei. Of course, in the dark it shone
bright, and that is all there is to the
‘eyes’ that hannted the eolonel. ™

“Just phosphorus bﬂibug powder!"™”
exclaimed the wife of the old guards.
man, who had not stop {‘mi sipping the

cheering bowl in more than 40 years
“Just think of it! Broken from a habit
of so long a time by 25 cents’ worth of
bedbug poison] I shall go and getigome
immudiately.”

Thus bubbling with engerness the Jit-
tle woman rushed into the chill atmoes
phere of the outer world and imto the
arms of her dearcss friend, Mrs. Major
Everfull.  So thg seeret was told to one

more nnd was received again with rap- !

sl

Things began to look sad for the old
guard. With these determined women
on the trail, and gne man already in
captive chains, red eye bourbon and ap-
plejack were doomed. The next day,
when the ~roup of old timers were Killil'
ered for the morning nips, General
Soake said to tho waiter:

“Guess I'll have some nwmn:is.
Don’t feel very well today.

Jagsun's ginger ale habit was a shock,
Soake falling & victim to the mineral
babit was a calamity, but when Major

| an imita

him, sitting up without grog was de-
cidedly unpleasant. Nevertheless he
fought the battle and won the fight

| Faithfally he refrained from nightcaps,

and when the honr of § arrived hae
héaved a mighty sigh, buttoned his coat
and made & line for home. When with-
in sight of his domicile, he put on as
natural a jag gait as one would wish to
see. Ho knew Mre Deeptank had often
told him she conld see bhim staggering
alang, as she put it, aud now she should
havo o chance to see him stagger.

*“T'oo bad to deceive the wife of one's
besom, ' muttered tho vietim of loyalsy.
““Too bad, but it's a good cause,’ and
then he began to ascend the steps with
on of profound alcocholism as
in its cfect as any genuine
Deeptank jaz ever was. The keyrote
was finally found, acd prt:mk began
to have histrionic aspirations. There
Was no one 0s yet to upph:u:ite hisabili-
‘In as an actor, but within himself ko

realistic

| fele that elation which great actors say

asked |

twinkling eyes liad peered at,

the crevices, so I told the|

is the highest reward of the art.
Deeptank was the last to arrive the
next day at the meeting place. He took
his whisky plain, as uspal, but about
his eves was an unusual twinkle, and in

| his hand he carried a small round wood-

en box.
U»ntlcmw. 2
apalc ..Lll

he began in his snave,

af vaice, ‘I have made a dis-
covery. A deepconspiracy has been laid
by onr wives—pandon me, gentlemen,
bat hear me—a deep conspiracy, I say,
has been hatched to break down the cus-
toms of onr fricndship, to destroy our
pleasvre in life. As you know, I had a
theory yesterday. That theory today is
a fact. Last night I saw those shiny
spots like devil’seyes, bat I was perfect,,
Iy suro of my senses—pardon me aga’n,
gentlemen—and called uwpon my beakter
half for an explanation. She cogld see
nothing, of course, but after my/saffer-
ings, gentlemen, I was not ta ke put off
that way, and as a result ] bold in my
hand the soiution of the mystery. My
wife confessed to the whole plot when
she discoverad I was not—er—ander the
inflaence. The spois were mmade be
sprivkling phosphorescent powder on tae
floor. The powder is ncé made to tfval
the Keeley cure, bat for the destreetion
of the bedbuz. Here is the box, Fearing
its own inscription. ™"

Silently the box was passod to Gen-
eral Scake. He adjusted bis glasses,
rend tho label, and in tones loud and
clear yelled, *“Waiter, my usual decoo-
tion!”

By the time tho drink was brought
Colorel Jagson had perused the colored
inscription, sniffed at the contunts of
tho box and accepted the explanation,
and he demaaded of the waiter why his
vsual drink was not there

Then Major Everfull tombled into
line. The toast wos drunk in silence,
but tho eyes of thr\-o of the party were
turned with thani-tnlness to tha hero
who bhad made life again worth Nving.

That night Mrs. Jagson realized that
the surest way to have asecret kept is
not to tell it to one’s dearest friend, bot
the Old Goard is bappy and ucvex;speaia
of phos ;uhrtd —N\w York Sen.

!!nnml to Have 1t

Mra Gotthere—\y dear, psrdoa my
frankness, but really I fear your dangh-
ter can never be a social secoess

Mz Owtsydo— Why?

Mrs. G.—Well, shg has no—no
aplomb at all, -

Mrs. Qi —Is that all?
ona Mo and Yol will spare no expense
with Mollie, Sho shall have the best
nrticle of ap—whatever it is—that can
be had:vPittsburg Bulletin

She shall have
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Wavne Jones is special larm sgant for
the = " Continental Insurance
Company of New York, which has besn
tested by pussing through snd paying all
of ite bwses in that creat contlagration of
Chicago it by which over one hun-
drod companies eqnal va the State Insar-
anve Uompany of Sai=m, UOre. [eiled.
A word to the wise is saificient

e

i voo want the best of dentistry yo to
De. Stran: ge unid have jt done by an ex-
perienced and skillful dentise, ‘Al work
guarantesd and at very reasonable prices,

ald relinbl
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