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Foremost among the old established and success-
ful wholesale houses of this city may be men-

+ FLEISCHNER, MAYER & Co,,

Animmense three-story brick, with elevators and
all modern improvements, extending from Front
to First streets, in the center of the'block between
Ash and Vine, and stored from basement to attic
with complete assortments of everything to be
desired in the wholesale millinery or furnishing’
trade. This extensive business was inaugurated
over & quarter of a century ago by Mr. Jacob
Mayer, in a little well-kept store on First street,
where Mrs. Mayer, an estimable lady and thorough
judicious dealings with customers and her sound
judgment in.all matters pertaining to their rapidly
incieasing business, proved an invaluable and en-
terprising helpmeet in laying the foundation for

Portland continued to improve rapidly in trade
and commerce, and the profits of Mr. and Mrs.’
Mayer's business as rapidly increased, enabling
them to enlarge their stock and add new ittrac-
tions yearly. With the increase of business came
the added care of a large and growing family, to
which Mrs, Mayer finally devoted her time,
proving that she could be quite as successful as a
domestic manager as she had been as a business
woman,

Years passad, and the retail trade grew into
wholesale proportions. The smaller store was
given up for a larger one, and a numerous band of

clerks were requiréd to perform thé duties of an
establishment which soon, to a large extent, con-
trolled and regulated the prices and profits of the
Tetail tradeé of both Oregon and Washington.™
Mr. Mayer {learly compreliends the judicious
use of printer's ink, and so thoroughly has he
been advertised through these columus during the
past eleven years thut thousands fe¢l personall
acquainted with him who have never seen his
face, and other thousands have extensively patron-
ized his business who but for this journal would
scarcely yet know of the mammoth house which
is the subject of this sketch. e
“As the years rolled on, the rapid growth of Mr.
Mayer's business m,ulmd the coiperation of other
capable and enterprising merchants. In the year
1874 Hon, Sol. Hirsch was admitted toa copartner-
ship. This gentleman occupies a high position in
State politics, with fair prospects for greater pro-
motion in cominq ruu. He has served several
terms In the l:l!r:.ntup. and was honored with
the position of ident of the Senate during the
on of 1880, an office which he filled with credit
to himself and satisfaction to others. He bad
ears before exhibited his native good sense by
ming a son-in-law of Mr, Mayer, and so came._
into the firm under favorable auspices. The busi-

lish conpection. with & New York house, and

firm, which has since been known under the firm
name of Fleischner, Mayer & Co, Mr. Behlussel
resides in New York, a ular transit between
the New York and Portland ses s established,
This union ?uu the firm on a still better foot-
ing ‘financially, at the same time enabling its
members to ly oblige their
in4iveir-ha
and European manufactories. The proprietors are
specially urbane and obliging, and the clerks in-
;olunurily imitate the Innate gentility of the
Tllr._ Mayer, on account of his long and thorough
experiena@in buying to suit the wants of the Ore-
gon and Washington trade, was unanimously
chosen to represent the firm as bu‘nr. and for
several years has spent at_least half his timein
the Empire Clot,. superintending the manufacture
andmn-hne everything y to be
I‘w firm's numerous customers in Oregon,
ashington, Idaho and Montana. - He Is now In
New York, ordering and selecting goods for the

coming .:grlng. ;

The r will now be introduced to the interior
of the three-story building in Portland, already
mentioned, where he will encounter long rows of |
tables, extendin’ through the bullding, stocked
with many tons of staple merchandise. The tables
on the north end are given ut to a fine display of
funcy consisting of silk handkerchiefs and
neckties, luce fichus, sample ribbons and numer-
ous unnamable knickknackery. The adjacent
shelves are crowded with boxed goods, gloves,
hosiery, buttons, napkins, towelings, trimmings
S i .
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LEWIS & STRAUSS ““WHITE HOUSE"

Is the next first-class mercantile establishment
which the reader is invited to visit. Its location,
No. 123 First street, nedr Washington, is central,
and it does a large wholesale and retail business,
Mrs. Lewls, the founder of this well-known' house,
is a thoroughly sccomplished lady, well skilled in’
mercantile pursuits, and- possessed of a naturally
amiable disposition thag easily wins the custom-

er's confidence gnd always retains it.—Mrs. Lewis,

weary of single blessedness in due course of time,
and accepted In marriage Mr. D, L. C. Lewis, &

gentlemanly, intelligent and capable business
man, who has frequently been honored with posi-
tions of emolument and trust in connection with
the municipal affairs of the city. The business
was still further a ented in power and Impor-
tance by the admission to ‘the firm of Mr. Jacob
Strauss, brother to Mrs. Lewis, also a thorough
business man, and ‘a great favorite with the firm’'s
many patrpns, .

The White House Is a commodious two-story
‘brick, with nothi itions about 1ts exterior,
it we except its pure white front and attractive
show windows, the latter draped in cholee lines of
display goods, including the latest novelties in
millinery, laces, scarfs, dress goods, silks, satins,
cloaks, ete., ete. —never too much in sight, but
always enough to entice the beholder to look
further. t ,

Upon entering the store, the customer 1s pleas-
antly and politely greeted by one of the proprie-
tors or one of the clerks, who are always ready to
show goods, but never ofMielous in forcing a sale.
Everything you may want in dress goods, cash-
meres, foulards, basket cloth, al serges, pon-
gees, momie cloth, ladies’ ¢loth, silks, satins,
maire antigues, Surah sllks, plushes, plaids, vel-
vets, shades, stripes, figured goods, plain goods,
bunti umumi other varieties too numerous to men-
tion, can be found on the shelves or displayed on
the counters. Goods are never misrepresented-in
order to complete u sale. * A child may go to the
store with an order he cannot read and the person
sending him maf rest secure in'the knowledge
that the order will be filled tothe letter and the
prices charged will be the same as if he had made
the purchase himself, ; )

_This firm makes cloaks and cloak trimmings
one of the many elegant specialties of their ver
reliable business, Some of the fur-lined plush
and satin cloaks now on exhibition in their win-
dows and sales-rooms are so exquisitely beautiful,
and withil so suggestive of warmth and comfort,
that they tempt the bottom dollars in the behold-
er's et, hers; less ‘e_ilwhalve. but equally
servieable, are exhibited, their prices ranging from
£10 to $25 or $30. 1
“The real laces offered for sale by this firm are-a
great attraction, eonsisting of a complete variety
of patterns in guipure, Spanish, Maltese, Dutchess,
Valenciennes, (Tlumhlly, Point d'Alencon, cluny
thread, woven and bugled styles, of which all are
exactly as nprwnk&. and honestly worth the
bed-rock prices at which they are sold.-

Paisley shawls, broche shawls, single or double
Bay State shawls; chenille shawls, and shawls in
plain or mixed or shaded colors; or in ‘plaids or
ottripu or neutral tints, are on sale in endless vari-
ety. :

hyr nubias, scarfs, hoods, mittens, tippets,
muﬂt,' pockets, wristers, raglans, leggins, au?(r:en.
clouks and underwear for children ﬁmn another
superior attraction. 2

ies' underwear, of eve g!j__l_e_ and price, in

‘merino, silk, 'ﬂi’ﬁhﬂ',"éi' muslin y I8 carrl
in extensive virieties, Gloves, hnupkemhlelu
and hosiery comprise one Important'line, and

prints, ginghams, sheetings, table linens, napkins
and towelings another.

Passing through these tasteful arrays of attract-
ive and uséful commodities, we ascend an easy
flight of well-lighted stairs at the rearof the first |

es-room and enter the wholesale and retail
millinery department. Mis€ Capps, who hasfor sev-
eral years presided over the extensive retail branch,
in & tasteful trimmer, always resdly and willing to-
oblige the numerous customers of the firm, =

Great advan to millinery dealers in count
towns are pffe by this house, us its own retail
trade often enab firm to make use of the
broken gross or “which small dealers can-
not afford to purchase because of the limited ex-
tent of theirsales at home. Large dealers also do
well to patronize this firm, the well-known char-
acter of the goods purchased fof the trade by Mr.
and Mre. Lewis always Insuring satisfaction, even
if bought for neighborhood trade by country mer-
chants who are much better prepared by experi-
ence to judge of the quality of the butter, eggs,

Itry and dried fruits they receive in éxchange
rmerchandise, than of silks, satins, laces, gimps,
flowers, ornaments, plumes, tips, feathers and rib-
bons, of which farmers' wives aind daughters are
often excellent judges and always passionately
fond. No better of the excellent taste dis-
played in this department need be cited than the

store at any time dnrlng the daly, and you will
meet & ly array of shoppers intent upon ex-
amining an Arom the excellen

assortmenis a Ulz'l on hand. /
~Messrs, Lewis & Strauss are always alert in per-
celving the advan 8 to be gnined trom the in-
troduction of relianble novelties, their superipr
taste nnd skill in this direction being universally
admitted. As an evidence of this gift to attract
and plense, we call ial attention to their late
extensive lmgoﬂ.utlon of “Artificial Window
Plants,” which are exoeedingly sppropriate for
holiday presents, and can be had in great variety,
80 true to nature that their artificial character ean
only be ascertained by the closest serutiny, Ge-
raniums of all classes, lilies, helmlmr«.. roses,
EI-,! wilenx, fuchsins, camelias,

nins, - s,uhili-.-—u"mm.
snd other varieties await the purchaser, 3'&.« has
but o them in like natural flowers and
t them in the windows and let them alone.
‘will need neither warmth nor water, will
never freeze nor fade, and will require nQ Luﬁ-
breaking services in lifting and ea toex
Ahem e sun and rain, or shiekl
them from the frost and snow, If ladies would
use these planta for windows and spend the time
usually in earing for window gardensin
the open nir exercise required to cultivate flowers

Wluaununﬁubﬁ“m jed by a linger-
ing covetousness that alm gm;’lmgh

]
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chasing more t_hu w; can afford to p.( for, we
leave the White House and sagnter up the street.

.| JOHN CRAN & CO'S
Magnificent retail house at Nos, 131 and 133 First
street attracts us—a large, light, convenient and
commodious double dry goods store, where the
customer may at all times find a complete and full
assortment of staple and faney goods and millin-
ery and novelties of the latest stylesand Dest qual-
ities. ; Besides the side counters, an oblong double
one tuns through the center of the building, ter-
minating in an oval curve near thefront entrance,
elsborately fitted up with show-eases, in which

a magnificent eollection of laces, barbes, handker-
chiefs, ties, scarfs, collars, fichus and fancy rib-
bons are attractively displayed, inspiring yon with
a wish to purchase that is almost uncontrollable.

In bygone years, Mr. C'ran, who is yet a young
man, held the position of head clerk in the now
defunct house of Clarke, Henderson & Cooke, an
establishment which, during his connection with
it, was considered the most fashionable empo-
rium in the ecity. BSound sense, a clear head,
courteous. manners and honest intentions are
requisite In pll business, and these qualities
are by Mr. Cran In an eminent

. His store is arranged after the same
plan as the one mentioned, but is better managed
and in every way a great improvement on the old
one. The windows are always tastefully filled
with attractive staple and pleasing novelties, of
which Mr. Cran Is oareful to secure the first in
market. The visitor is always favorably im-

ressed with the appearance of this store, which
s ample room for the best possible display of
every article in its appropriate place, The ap-
pearance of the stock betokens the thrift, energy
and good judgment with which the large business
is conducted. - i '

Everything to be desired in fashionable, con-
venient, beautiful or-comfortable elothing, or for
the adornment and use of the human form femi-
nine, is to be had here in its season. Laces, so
fllmy as to be stirred by a breath, and so rare that
they resemble the artistie tracery of moonlit skies,
shawls from India looms, containing the delicate
tints ofm’ri ngtime sunsets, with the gorgeous but
mellowed hues of Autumn’s foliage ; dress goods
as rare in colors and texture as Winter rainbows ;
cloaks of the best and latest styles and material ;
staple goods of every deseription ; and last, but by
no means least, a first-clags millinery department,
presided over by Mrs. Steers, a capable and oblig-

ng lady who Im'rmifhl{‘ understands her art,
will greet you with a display which will cause you
to pause and wonder whether you are in Parls or
New York. Youare not surprised whén Informed
that the rush here in busy seasons is enormous.
But 'vuur wonder is constantly increased as you
watel the great rush of business in all depart-
ments, and note the superior character and qual-
it‘y of the goods displayed and sold. Surely the
“hard times" complained of in Oregon must be &
myth, for in all the stores we have thus far visited,

the same rush is noticeable, and everybody who

comes to buy has money.

Cran & Co. earry no old goods. Everything In
the store bears the imprint of thrift, progress and
fair dealing. You can purchase anything from
this house that you may want from a pair n’ blan-
kets to a paper of needles; from a silk dress to a
roll of tape, or from a fashionable bonnét to a
cambric handkerchief, and away satistfled that
you have purchased s first-class article of its kind
and have not been overcharged in the bargain,
The eclerks are affable,, ready and obliging, and
though acting on the principle of *‘no trouble to
show goods,” will not press you to purchase, if,
after investigating, you are not inclined to buy.

; PRENTICE'S MUSIC HOUSE.

The first-class music emporium of D. W, Pren-
tice & Co., No. 107 First street, is next entered.
Here we find a fine assortment of elegant piarnos,
and would specially commend the Nugent up-
right, a new instrument of moderate price and
superior workmanship and finish, celebrated for
its beauty, tone, cheapness and durability. These
pianos range in price from $350 to $500, and are
warranted first-class in every particular. Mr,
Prentice also has the Weber piano, a higher

priced instrument, that is preferred by some cus-
tomers, which-can be purchased in the grand,
square and upright styles,

Mr. Prentice deals Iargely in the famous Estey
organs, which are celebrated the world over for
their superiority in tone, finish and style. The
Orchestra organ is admirably adapted to churches
or concert halls, and the pipe organ is.also In
greatl demand for.the same purlpme. The Organ-
ette, a little instrument costing only fourteen
dollars, a gem I its way, is sold by Mr. Prentice,
with musie prepared specially for. its use, which
can readily be reeled oft by turnin a orank., The
music of the Organette possesses the advantage of
always being played in time and never making
d'“"’ﬂ'o re i e _.. n e

The largest and best assortment of sheet musie
i the city ean be found at Prentice's; also, a‘fine’
collection of cornets, flutes, tyning forks, guitar
and vielin strings, and everything else usually
- or.called for in the best music stores in the

ast, b

Mr. Prentice has extensive dealings throughout
the Northwest; and never fails to give satisfac-
tion. Customers may rely lmpllcrtly upon his
representations in relation to instruments of all
kinds. He sells at reasonable prices on the in-
stallment plan, and gives remarkably cheap bar-
gains for eash in hand.

Some years ago, when Mr, Prentice began busi-
ness in Portland, some rival firma shook their
heads knowingly, predieting fallure from want of
room for Ine competition, But their prog-
nostications have been summarily defeated, as Is

;hundantly proven by his large and constantly

business, whieh embraces large and
rapidly Increasing orders from all parts of the
country. During the first years of his enterprise,
Mr. Prentice was almost always in the field, eall-
ing the attention of customers to his business, and
making the nal acquaintance throughout the
- ‘has proved a valuable auxiliary in
his trade, Me very readily convinced
the people with whom he eame in contact that it
was more unsatisfactory as well as much more
expensive to deal with Eastern or San Fran-
cisco houses than to lrma. neas
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struments in which he deals. Those living at &
distance who ordef instruments from him l:;x
rely upon the selections being as caréfully

conscientio made as though they were nt
to superintend the purchases in person.

and pianos thus ordered from his » have
sent to Lewigton, Mt. Idaho, Moscow, Colfax,
Palouse, and many other Wui:lngton and Idaho
towns, They are found in Jacksonville and Ash-
land in Bouthern Oregon, and in many towns
along the coast. They enliven numerous farm-
houses all over the country, and appear as harbin-
gers of advancing civilization in many out-of-the-
wnr distriets. In nocase have they falled to give
satisfaction or to meet every clalm made for them,

‘NSuch a record brings its sure reward as the years

advance. Catalogues are sent, on application, to
any address,

VAN BEURDEN, THE JEWELER. .

The finé display In the elegant jewelry estab-
lishment of Mr. J. Van Beurden, No. 107 First
street (in same bullding with Prentice), is the
next to receive attention. This gentleman has
acquired a reputation second to none on the coast
as a skillful and tasteful jeweler—always up with
the times and always ready to fill any order; from
a complete set of diamonds In rare and costly set-
tings to a plain gold ring or a silver thimble.

Mr. Van Beurden's Christmas display is espe-
cially attractive this year. At Jeast twenty thou-
sand dollars’ worth of diamonds of the purest
water may be seen in his windows and show-

cases, not to mention the many which have
already been hidden away for customers, set in
rare and euriously wrought devices of solid gold,
or golden fliagree, selected from his stoock by mu-
nificent gift-makers, in anticipation of the near
approach of Christmas Eve. ' Bracelets in Etrus-
can gold, in braided bands, r colled to resemble
serpents, diamond-mounted and delicately chased,
gleam at the beholder from satin-lined cushions,
Brooches, In new and chaste devices, some of
them wll.h alarge diamond nuhing from the cen-
ter, with clusters of smaller ones here and there;
others rewmbllnF pansies, with glittering centers
of the same costly jewels; ear-rings, from which
elegant chasings depend in tremulous vibrations,
holding in their strong but tender clasp the irides-
cent, tremor-like purity of a pair of well-matched
brilliants of exquisite beauty; rings with dia-
monds in clusters or set as solitaires, and halr-pins
and shirtstuds of equally e::!‘nt designs and
faultless -mhmnthlr, moun by -the same un-
rivaled conceptions of the beautiful in nature and
art, are all viewed in turn and altogether.

The beholder is next attracted y a onmt'lm
display of jewels of lesser note, such as rubles,
pearls, garnets, amethysts, cameos, sapphires,
emeralds, and onyx stones, many of them set In
conl.l(v. chasings, where they form the chiel orna-
ments In ringsy bmﬁuh ear-rings, plus, brace-
lots, sleeve-buttons, mﬁ-. charms and lockets.
Watches are seen of every desirable style and
quality, ranging in price from $60 to $500, Chains
in every Imaginable style are exhibited. Clocks
of rarest designs are shown, some of them encased
in French plate giass, with all their workings vis-
ible; others resemble glo surround with
golden belts like the rin Saturn, and one
that the writer rnrtloular y noticed was encased
in-a box-work of crystal, its pendulum moving by
a sort of doubled-and-twisted, reversible, back-
and-forward action, as ingenious as novel. This
clock attracts crowds of spectators, and will be a
taking Christmas gift for some lucky recipient.

Mr..Van Beurden's business has always been
conducted upon the strictest prineiples of integ-
rity and honor. Fair dealing with all customers

uation of thelr pummrv. and
adds large numbers yearly to his hosts of friends.
Much experience in filling orders from a distance
enables him to give general satisfaction in sup-
plying goods whenever the choice in selecting de-
pends upon himself, All articles are bought di-
rectly from the-manufacturers upon astrictly cash
basis, . He pays no commission to any broker or
dealer, and keeps no rolled gold or plated jewelry.
Of course, It is—unde that sllver tea se
kuives, forks and spoons; of which he has a ful
line of the bhest quality, are not classed as jewelry,
Mr. Van Beurden manufactures his own diamond
mountings, from Eastern and European design
and by doing a strictly cash business is emgla
to offer excellent bargains.

MELLIS BROS, & C0.'s
Immense wholesale and retail establishment next
claims our attention, It extends through tlire
block from its First street entrance, No, 126, to its
Front street entrance, No. 127. This firm, though
established among us only about three years ago,
with & forece of only three persons, has grown to
such large proportions that it now employs over

forty assistanta, They have branch offices in New
York, Philadelphin and Ban Franciseo, Their
country order department is a fae simile of the
city post office, Numerous orders arrive daily,
accompanied by money orders and large numbers
of pows stamps, country buyers having learned
by experience thut honest merchants at the me-
tropolis can suit them better in prices, styles and
ualities than they can sult themsel ves elscwhere,

ils firm makes these orders one of their leadin
specialties, a large forece being required to llun’
to its detalls alone, ' :

The millinery department Is also ‘extensivel
patronized, as the firin deals only in desirable

wds, which they sell at the popular prices that

nsure stendy demands. Thelr motto is one price

tn everybody, from which there is no deviation,
Each steamer nrrlvlnr in Portland brings them
numerous packages, boxes and bales of goods,
ordered expressly for the Portland trade from thelr
New York and Ban Fruneisco houses,

Mellis Bros, & Co, comprehend the value of Ju-
dicious advertising, The New NORTHWEST cir-
oulates extensively among thelr numerous putrons,
and the senlor editor Is frequently entrusted with
orders for thelr house from the different and dis-
tant localities which she visits-annually, They

ublish & semi-annual * Fashlon Magazine and

ry Goods Prices-Corrent;” -which 18 mailed po
free for 25 cem-xr year. Ordérs "are flled
rromptly to the letter, and If goods are not
cotly satisfactory back and re-

they recelve th
the money, -4

fun

tween Alder and llor. mxl'mlo_ l
from us. Every honorable business that is carried
on In a legitimate manner succeeds in Portland,




