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INHERENT RIUHTB

A LADY Dl:llm.lsui:s THE ASSERTION THAT
Y“SUUFFRAGE I8 NOT AS INHERENT Tu

/ WOMAN AB TO MAN.".

Orymria, W, T., November 24, 1881,
To Tk EDITOR oF THE NEW NORTHWRAT !
1 saw this item In the Western Woman's Jour-
nal for Beptember:

Buffrage Is not aa Inherent o woman as o man, but will
be 1o her, as It has been 0 him, & means of elevation,
—-It-hardly seems possible that anyone in his

" senses, or who had given the least thiought to the
subject of the rights of the citizen under our gov-
ernment, could have penned that paragraph.
Neither can I see how & paper advocating the
equal rights of citizenship could promulgate
through its columns such an absurdity. “Nuffrage
is not as inherent to weman as to man.” Canany
one give the reason why? Let us see what are
the inherent rights of humanity, and in what

they differ in man and womanmn, if any difference
there Is.

—@God ereated the human race “male and femute," |

and “male and female" the race still continues to
be. In their creation, He also endowed them’
with certain inherent rights. These rights were
a part of their nature, and therefore inalienable,
These inherent, inalienable rights are: A right to
life; a right to liberty; a right to pursue that
‘which most conduces to our individual happiness
(s0 that it does not Interfere with the exercise of
~ these sanié inherént Fights by others). The rec-
ognition of these inherent, inalienable rights has
existed among all' nations and peoples from the
varliest ages, and encroachment upon them by
might has-gooneror later met with such resistance
as to deluge the earth with blood. The framers
of the Declaration of Independence recoguized
these inherent rights when they sald: “We hold
these truths to be seclf-evident: that all men are
created equal, and are endowed by their Creator
with certain inalienable rights, among which are
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,” It
then adds that ‘‘to secure these rights, govern-
ments are instituted among-men, deriving their
Just powers from the consent of the governed.”
The Declaration of Independence says: “All
men are created equal,” ete. If by the word
“men" is meant only the masculine portion-of the
race, then there has been a great mistake made in
supposing that woman was at all included in the
beneficent dexigns of-the Creator, and only those
of the masculine gender were created with the in-

herent right to life, to liberty, and to the pursuit |

of happiness. If this is the definition of the word
“men' as used In the Declaration of Independ-
ence, then we have nothing more to say, but will
at once admit that to the male citizen only is suf-
frage at all inherent, and that, according to that
definition of the word, woman has no lot or parcel
in any of the rights, priviléeges and immunities
pertaining to human existence, She hasno right
to lite; man has; he may kill her, and it is not a
crime, Bhe hu no'right to liberty ; man has; he
may enslave her, and it I# no sin. She has no
right to the pursuji of happiness; man has; and
if it conduces to his happiness to degrade her do-
. mestically, socially and politically, Ais Inherent
right to the “pursuit of happiness” gives him a
perfect right to thus crush her, and she has no
"_cause for complaint. I, then, woman has no nat-,
ural rights, she needs no governmental rights to
‘we¢ure to her the exercise of rights she never pos-
sessed. Governments were never instituted for
her benefit, and it Is right to govern her without
her consent (the same as is being done by our gov-
ernment at the present time).
But if, as every one will admit, the word “men"
in used here in its generic sense-as including the
whole human family, then it Is plain that the in-

~ herent rights of both men and women sre the| -

same in every respect, Afid thist it-is jast as neces-
sary that she have governmental rights to secure
to her the exercise of her inherent natural rights
#8 her brother man, and that these governmental
rights must necessarily be the same,
___That the word ‘‘men’’ is used here in its generic
senge, no one will deny; nor will anyone deny
that woman by virtue of her creation Inherits the
‘same Inalienable right ta life,to liberty, and to
the pursuit of happiness; and as these inherent
natural rights can only be secured to each Indi-
vidual by the Institution of civil governments
‘deriving their just powers from the consent of
the governed,” and as the suffrage is the mode by -
which that consent is given, it is plain that suf-
fngo must necessarily be as inherent hmu

Iatnlloolnt this a little further, and see if in
our government the right to-vote Is not the same

him w.luu already shown that her natural
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the consent of the governed.”

Before the formation of our government, the
principle of equal rights had developed In the
ainds of the people of the Colonies through the

| tyranny and oppressions of the Epglish govern-

ment toward them. They had been forced to sub-
mit to unjust and tyrannical laws; to pay taxes
to support a government in which they were not
allowed rapmontluoq. in short, were governed
without their consent. They were in precisely
the same condition politically that the women of
our nation are to-day. These oppressions, as T
have said, developed In the minds of the people of
the'Colcmlu' the idea of freedom -and equality.
They began to see the injustice of' a coercive gov-
ernment; that no individual or combination of
individuals had a right to exercise authority over
others endowed with the same inherent rights as
themselves; that on no other basis than that of
equality could a free and just government be es-
tablished. Hence, In their Declaration to the
world of their reasons for their act in establishing
| an independent nation; they set forth these self-
evident truths: That human beings are created
on an equality ; that they are endowed by their
Creator with the same inherent natural rights;
that these rights are inalienable; that the depri-
vation of the exercise of thése: inherent natural
rights is a usufpation of power by the strong
against the weak ; that to prevent this usurpation
of power, and to secure to all persons the protec-
{ tion of their inherent natural rights, governments
were instituted, deriving their just powers from
the consent of the governed., These self-evident
truths then being the basic and fundamental
principles of our government, and suffrage being
the only way by which the consent of the gov-
erned Is given in &H.our national transactions,
and woman being then, as she still Is, a compo-
nqnt part of the human family, endowed with the
same Inherent, inaliénable natural rights as the.
masculine portion of humanity, necessarily re-
quires the same governmental rights to protect
her in the exercise of those rights. Hence, suf-
frage to woman is as natural and inherent a right

as it is to man; and her right to vow—hh

be denied her,. Manry OLNEY BRrOowN,
RIGHT I8 EXPEDIENCE.

[From the Evening Telegram.)

The time should be past when argument is nec-
Lessary to convince men of the natural or moral
right of*woman to a voice In making the laws
Fwhileh she is compelled to obey under thé same
penalties for violation that are im
other_sex... That her right naturally
is ecoequal with that of man, but few now deny,
and the only question with those who are un-
willing to give her her own is that of expediency.
Will it mend n¥atters if this thing is done? Will
the government move on more smoothly ? Will
the safety of the people in their inalienable right
to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness be en-
hanced? Will just laws be more generally en-
forced? 'Will erime be more surely prevented or
more certalnly punished? Will there be more
honesty practiced among officials? Will there'be
less of boss rule? or will the machine grind out
polities for the pedple, and demagogues and party
tricksters, styled by their sycophantic followers
as statesmen, continue to bring reproach upon our
republican’ form of government, and tinge with
the blush of shame the cheek of every one who
has labored for the success of -right principles,
good laws and honest administration ?

This state of things the women will find to sur-
round them when they are once fairly in politiesi
life. To remove the evils, to bring about reforms
which they are anxious for, and which many ex-
cellent women have long labored to Induce men
to institute, will be a part of the work beforethem,
‘and none who have carefully weighed the matter
will consider the task imposed upon them a light
or trifling one. Many evils for which the mren
are held entirely responsible because they only
have the authority and power to remove them

;

hands of the better women of the land when I.h;’
once hold the ballot.

But admitting -all this; no sufficient reason ex-
ists why women should be debarred from the
privilege. Thelr is taxed, their crimes
are punished, the rights théy have are protected
ot left defenseless, by the same laws which compel
men to pay taxes, punish men’s crimes and pro-
tect men's rights. Let the governed say who
shall be their governors, or strike out the clause
in the platform of republican institutions which
has been vaunted as their very corner-stone,
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LETTER FROM CAIJ‘FUB.\'IA.

OREGON'S BUSINESS LIFE ADMITTED—SAN JOSE'S

ELECTRIC TOWER—A WRONGED SCHOOL~
GIRL—THE SUNDAY LIQUOR LAW,

SAX Josg, Cal.,, November 15, 1881,
To e Epirok o THE NEW NORTHWEST @

1 am at home once more, after a five months'
trip through Oregon and Eastern Washington.
Next year I hope to make the trip from here by
land through SBouthern Oregon to Baker City and
other peintsdin. Eastern Oregon. My conviction
is stronger than ever that Oregon le a great coun-
try, rich and varied in its products, and destined
to rank A 1in the great sisterhood of States. I
congratulate you on your railroad boom, which is
everywhere on the move like a great wave, carry-
ing on its crest new life and business activity
throughout your State. Of all the cities.on the
coast, aside from San Francisco, for business life,
Portland wears the bell; and for many other
charms which wealth and intelligence can give
she is equal to any city on the coast.

I am highly gratified in reading of the Woman
Buffrage convention recently held in Portland,
and must conclude that Oregon is on the high
road to success in the near future, not only in the
emancipation of woman from some of the evils
inflicted by the injustice of our laws, but the com-
plete and full-rounded emancipation which the
ballot alone can give. To my mind, it's a silly
thing to make (wo bites of one little cherry, and
thus temporize with a matter of simple justice,
Accord to woman the ballot as her natural right,
and you place In her hand an instrument of power
by which she will protect herself, as men do, from
all the evils which can be alleviated or abrogated
by an intelligent use of the ballot. I am particu-
larly pleased with Mrs, Dr. B, A. Owens' essay, so
replete in logic, scope and fact, 1 wish I were not
80 poor; I weuld do good-by the publication of
several thousand coples for free distribution
among the people; but alas! how many of us,

like Paul, can say : “When I would do_good, evil
is prment with n{e "

- In Ban Jose : er

nor a leaning tower, but a tower two hundred feet
in height, constructed of jron pipe, and when
completed will be a thing of beauty as well as use,
from which will be dispensed Brush’s electric
light of forty thousand eandle power. It is ealled
Owen's tower. For this great undertaking we are
indebted to J.-J. Owen, of the San Jose Mercury,
for Invention and successful consummation. And
then we have & poople’s temperance meoting, or-
ganiged about two yewrs ago, which leaves all
gospel temperance meetings in the shade. The

I beauty of it will be seen at a glance when [ state

that it is not controlled by ministers, nor are talks
on religlous subjects permitted on its platform ;
but any other toples, as morality, goodness, vir-
tue, selence, temperance—anything which relates
to the development of true character in old and
young—are proper. This society has an audiénce
from eight to twelve hundred—and has beécome
very popular, and deservedly so, as it meets the
wants of a large element found In every city, who
do not feel at home in & gospel temperance meet-
ing. A gospel temperance enterprise seems to me
an anomaly; for If I read correctly, Jesus and
Paul were not total abstinence men, and the
worthies of the Old Testament were far from be-
Ing abstainers from that which kills both body
and mind. Ho It seems to me thath temperance
meeting, to do the most good and elicit the sup-
port of all good people of every religious and non-
religious faith, should hang out the banner of
temperance alone. There Is but one temperance,
but there are many gospels, according to various
ways of thinking. I love the cause of temper-
ance, and am always ready to npu.k a good word
“n its-behalf; -but of Jate-almost- everywhere I go
the temperance movement has fallen {nto the
hands of the church, and I am made to feel that I
have no part in the matter simply because I do
not endorse the orthodox religion which they have

managed to infuse into all thelr methods of tem-
perance work,

Ean Jose is now' in high clover over the trial of
Professor. Allen, prinecipal of our Btate Normal
| Sehool; for phe slapder of Miss Dixon, a pupll re-
cently dismissed from the school on the most
childish and trivial charges—such as running up
and down stairs, and the uniady-like conduct of
sneezing out loud, and the fearful crime of pro-
pounding that old conundrum about a locomo-
tive's not being ahle to sit down on account of the
wood-box earried behind, ealled the tender. The
whole business on the part of these school people
Is too silly for anything.' To my mind, there
ought to be a premium given to every grl in the
“State Wi 1s Th possession of sufficient heulth and
'rltll tom to admif of ras s g
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plthy of the ponple uvon the girl. lnd no tears
would be shed If this affair should result In the
conviction of Allen and his dismissal, as well an
two or three other teachers, from the school,

The people of California have another cause of
excitement, which bids fair to sweep over the en-
tire State, and that is the enforcement of a Bun-
day law agalist saloons and other business kept
open on the Christian Sabbath, and a batch of
fifteen have been arrested here for the infringe-
ment of the law, which is held to be constitutional
by the Bupreme Court of the State. Now, while
I'am not in sympathy with the saloon business,
I am quite as much opposed to any Bunday laws
predicated upon religious ground ; and while I ad-
mit the propriety of a non-legal holiday, its ob-
servance should be optional, as on all other holi-
days; for’the asuthority which ean prescribe
what I shall not do on that day may go a step
Turther and prescribe what I shall do, even to the
style of my coatand my attendance at church ser-
viee on that day, and as soon as Bunday worship-
ers succeed In closing all business upon Bunday,
they-will lay their heavy hand upon all pleasures
such as picnies, pleasure gardens, ete. Once open
the door for religious legislation, and there will
be no limit for religious superstition. Te my
mind, all days are God's days, not for Christ's
sake, but for human uses. A prohibition to sell
rum on Sunday Implies a license to do so on all
other days. “If liquor is a good thing to drink on
any day, Sunday, a day of leisure and rest, is pre-
eminently the hest of all the days to guzzle and.
enjoy it. But if itsuse is always attended with
disease, poverty and misery untold, why not stop
it on other days? Religious legislation isdanger-
ofis ground, as viewed in the light and experience
of past history, and to no purpose when measured
by the scope of our Federal Constitution,

Yours for equal rights, Dr. J, L. YoRrk.

WOMAN A8 A" WORKER.

[From the Toledo Blade.) :

No one phase of American life has undergone a
r change than regarding socléty in its
connection with woman's work, and perhaps
there Is nothing which better shows general prog-
ress. Time was when to be employed In any du-
ties outside of those of home was social death to
her. It it was necessity that compelled it, there

ﬁlhlmply the ostracism that poverty Is apt to
receive from competency and wealth, If inclina-
tion prompted the stepping aside from the path
that tradition had mude for womanhood, she was
set down us pecullsr and “strong-mindeéd,” the
latter & term of reproach which was and Is
as much dreaded by the majority as if it implied
personal degradation. These things were hard to
bear, and operated strongly to prevent independ-
ence in action., Gradually, however, has arisen
the feeling that ‘“‘honest labor bears a lovely face,”
and that as ““'tis no sin for s man to labor in his
voeation,” neither Is it for worman, Accordingly
many are now found, even if possessed of & com-
petence, or with friends able and willing to give
them a comfortable support, who have stated em-
ployppent in some business, trade or profession,
and who are now contented and happy In it. Not
only that, but they have the respect of society,
although through lack of lelsure they do not seek
society's suffrages,

That this state of things la baoolnlug more and
more fixed and permanent, Is evident from such

u‘nLhu as the following, and these are bul. "
ew of the many :

Miss Canfield, of Manistee, Mich,, n Vassar graduate,
finding soclety life irksome, begged some regular employ-
ment, snd was put-in-the office of her father, who ix the
owner of the Inrgest tug line on the lnkes,

Miss Margaret Hicks, a recent gradunte uf Cornell, has
adaopted the urehitect's profession,

There are few who cannot think of girls and
‘womeén among theélr acqualntances that have
grown restive under the demands of society, to
answer which requires a large Investment of
strength, energy and good nature—an Investment
which returns at best little Interest, often none at
all, and sometimes leaves the investor bankrupt,
They are looking anxiously around for something
to do which shall océupy both hands and brains
wllllnr to give up the chance of social triumpha if
only they may feel that they are really living.

And society Is growin better and purer for this
change In woman's ambitions, Enough are left
yet w duties preclude any steady outside em-
Flu)'menl. who do not desire It, but who have the

isure and the wish to be In society and of soci-
ety. They can keep alive the social genialities
and dispense the graceful hospitalities that are
necessary in onder to throw a besuty and poetry
around earnest, practieal life. The world could
no more do without the womanl soclety leader,
with her beauty and accom manu. than it
could without the nrtl-t Bul. tha _
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woman to struggle (or mlnl supremacy, nnd M
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much toward solving some of the social problemn
of the day, _
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