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THE SENIOR EDITOR AT OLYMPIA—THE TERRI-
TORIAL BULONS STRUGGLING WITH
THE WOMAN QUESTION,

—— S

OLYMPIA, October 31 1881,
To THE HEADERS OF THE NEW NORTHWEST :
Ten years ago, while yet the public work of
your correspondent was in its infancy, it was her
good fortune te visit the seat of Washington Ter-

“ritory’s law-making power in company with Miss
__Anthony, whose fame had preceded her, and who

paved the way for much that has since been ac-
complished in effecting equal rights for women.

Ten years ago there was no railroad leading to
Olympia, and we cannot forget the hortible stag-
ing between the Cowlitz Landing and this classic
town. Now, the stages are removed to the farther
frontier, the mud Is covered by railway ties, the
gulchés are spanned by trestle-work, and the
rivers are crossed by rallroad bridges. Three
‘bours are now occupied in compassing the distance
that once required twenty-four. Nothing is nat-
ural but the rain, and that is as familiar to our
senses as of yore, save that we are not exposed to
its ravages now, as we sit comfortably in the rail-
way coach and gaze In sympathy upon the trem-
bling kine that arch thef¥'backs behind the sodden
trees and shiver as it pelts their hairy hides,

It is Saturday afternoon, and the Legislature

___wehave come to visit has adjourned for a half

holiday. Everything, in fact, has adjourned ex-
cept the rain. . We alight upon a soddep plank-
way, built on piles in the Bay, and enter a drip-

~ ping hack, take a seat under a-dripping umbrella,

",

and are drawn by a pair of dripping horses
through the soggy streets to the Carlton House,
where a genial landlady makes us welcome, and a

-number of Honorable Members—some of whom

are old scquaintapces—greet us cordially. Rev.

~ P, 8. Knight Is also here, visiting the capital in

the interest of the depf and dumb asylum, with a
prospect of success in his chosen work of philan-
thropy and justice, Among the members ‘of the
Legislature with whom we have the honor to

m old acquaintance are. Messrs. Sh tein,
Evaniand Btratton of the Council, and Messrs,
Preston, Burke, Smith, and Smith, and Comegys
of the House.. Mr. Stratton Ig the President of

the Council, and Mr. Comegys’ the Bpeaker of the
_House,

. We spent Bunday in nllamh_mnumum

']

with the gentlemen named, listening to the _rnln,
and v'llltlng with Mrs, Bylvester, and on Monday
domiciled ourself by special invitation in this

lady’s hospitable home until 2 p. m., when we |-

took advantage of shining skies and' repaired to
the Halls of Legislation, where we were courte-
ously welcomed by the Honorables, none of whom
seemed otherwise than pleased to meet an apostle
of equality before the law.

The woman questiopn had aiready begn up for
consideration in the Couneil, and had n voted
down in the shape In which it had first been pre-
sented, the whole process to introduce and reach a
final vote ocoupying the space of one minute and
s half! But the members didn’t deride the wom-
en, even though they snubbed them, whlell is an

. encouraging omen,

After the suffrage bill was scotched, thé Council
went to work (g pateh over the erazy piece of leg-
lll.thn known as “Bill No. 19,” in which Mrs,

“Packard had attempted to substitute a “combina-
. tion of disjointed things,’’ which she styled an

“emancipation bill,” upon the women of the Ter-
ritory, in lieu of the recognition of their inalien-
able right to equality beéfore the law—a recogni-

~ tion which they demanded, and without which

e

they are not to be quieted ; hence the present agi-
tation, that will continue to come up until the'

—_— — —
mlrrled woman's inallemlﬂa rlght u: recover
money for persondl’ injuries is recognired in sec-
tion eight, and the wages of her pefsonal labor
outside the homé (if she be able to earn any) may

| belong to her by the provision of jection ten,

Separate contracts and divided interests are
allowed and festered by sections eleVeii, tweélve,
thirteen and fourteen. But seeds of divoree are
sown broadeast by section fifteen, which gives the
husband the “entire management and control” of
“community preperty,” “with alike power of dis-
position (other than testamentary)as he has of
his separate personal property.'”” Which, being
interpreted in plain English, mﬂm that the hus-
band may say, “Now I have. it, and now you—
don’t?’ Tt much reminds us of the old game of
tossing the coin upon the principle, “Heads I
win, talls you lose!” What a pity men cannot
refrain from tempting women by legislation to
pour melted lead into the ears of their uigg‘s{dly
and piggish husbands !

Under the hurry and confusion amid which we
are compelled to scribble this letter within the
half hour since the bill has been before us, we are
unable to devote deserving sttention'to the many
gleams of justice that flash and sparkle through'it,
further than to say that the eyes of men are set
toward the light of justice which now glimmers
feebly upon their vision from the mountain topof
freedom, where sits the Goddess of Liberty-in mel-
ancholy thrall, about her hands the cHETHof
“man’s supremacy, and around her feet the mana-
clés of a law-making power which &he is taxed/to
maintain and to whose statutes she is held amen-
-able, even while denied the rightof “‘representa-
tion in the Legislature; a right ineollmnble to her
and formidable to tyrants only.”

The genial face of our good friend Hon, T. H.
Brents beamed upon the Council just as the last
line of the above was written. A ten minutes’
recess was had amid general rejoicing, after which
your correspondent repaired to the House, where
the solons were busily engaged on a Bunday law,
which was passed by a large Liberal vote, thereby
proving that Libéerals are willing tooompel Chris-
tians to be good.

Whether Woman Suﬂ‘nge will get a hearing at
this session from the women’s standpoint, we are |
not advised ; but inasmuch as opposing members
siy they are willing for women to vote if tifey de-
sire to do so, we cannot see how they can refuse to

allow them a’brief hour of Fepresentation from |
their own standpoint in whidh proclaim that |
they do waist to vote. ‘A. 8. D,

“'QMAN AB A PHYSBICIAN,

ESSAY READ BY MRS. DR. B. A. OWENS BEFORE
THE OREGON STATE WOMAN SUF-
FRAGE ASSOCIATION,

Mr. President, and Gentlemen and Ladies :—1
feel much embarrassment in offering the few
thonghts that suggest themselves to my mind as
an answer to the courteous invitation to address
this Convention on this occasion. Perhaps it
were better for some one else to-speak upon the
subject I have chosen than myself. However, as
I have assumed the task, I will devote a few min-
utes to the ‘consideration of the subject of
“Woman as a Physician,”

We believe there are no general terms which
apply to the world’s progress that will not include
woman -as .well as man in their meaning. We
find many conventionalities that are no longer
of any benefit, if they ever possessed a virtue.
Circumstances have made the relation of manand
woman what its, and, relntlve!y speaking, wom-
an is regarded as the weaker person, and, as con-
trasted in darker periods, the slave. It is a char-

. s

ecensary polnt 18 galned, Insane women to the
contrary notwithstanding.

Evidently the present Legislature desires to be
Just to women ; but it makes the mistake that all
one-sexed bodies of law-mukers must necessarily
make when endeavoring to violate a law of nature
by representing a class of which 1t Is not a part,
and this mistake consists infailing to comprehend
the wants of said.glass from Its own inherelt

. standpoint,

 The Council has patched the "emnmlmuon

* bill" above alluded to, but the new cloth will not

fit the old garment because the garment itself is &
misfit and cannot be made acceptable to those for
whose use it Is destined. . The material, even, has

_mot been of their choosing, and some of the

patches, which would fit well in a new garment,

—_mmumduummu

their present environment. BSection first provides
. thiat shall impose po pecuniary or legal

disability upon the contracting parties that does

mw;wmm-.:umm
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mthﬂ,hthmor.hold office; thus cut-.
~Ung off most of the ways of “‘acquiring, enjoying
‘and diqndng/”/d any property whatever. A

scteristic of the Américan gentléman to respect |
woman and accord te her a high position in life,
This feeling alone has had much to do in Placing
our country foremost among the civilized nations
tof the world. No nation can bé great unless
woman is placeéd upon the plane her merits qual-
ify her to occupy. Were we to ask concerning a
new nation of people, the first important question
would be, “What of the women? Have they a
rank that challenges our respect and admiration?"
It answered in thie afMrmative, we take in at a
glance the condition of the people, and consider
them as possessing & high civilization, Conven-
tionalities in these matters have been like hoops
of iron dround the body politic; and why? Be-
cause woman, from generation to generation,
supposed that all these things mustbe. But in
the light of the nineteenth century we are enabled
to see that these supposed iron bands are but ropes
of sand. When we consider that the develop-
ment of ideas is the spirit of our civilization, we
mllu thu put wt ud uﬂou luvo uilld

DoniiphMthumhmud
I-_ or lot In human progress?
Go mamcm.mmmm

given up its dead. BScience lms bgen more thor-
oughly recognized.
bave been developed than ever before. Man has
done more to benefit thie rice indts varied relations
than at any former period. He has given im-
portance to the sphere in which he moved. He
bas enlarged it and enriched it with inveiition
and discovery.: The earth wears gracefully her
new dress woven by the inventor and the artisan,
Time and space are subjected to the rapidity of
thought, which now bounds the earth in a current
as delieate ns a tremor, but as potent as power.
Commerce brings to our door her overflowing
baskets of earth's treasure from every part thereof,
and makes us feel that the human family is one
domestic circle, Professions have growii more in-
fluential in the time mentioned, and were we to
view the world's progress in detail, we would al-
most think lhere are no more worlds for science
to conquér, - In all this we see the persistent push
of man. He stoops not to help or assist on either
side, but whatever ‘his specialty may be, he aims
to perfect it and make it the ¢harm of his life.
We may say man works alone, and still the battle
is hot won, ,

Beneath the surface of all this we recognize the
great fact that man has always had the lu-lping
hand of woman in his efforts to master the hidden
mysteries that make up this w nderful life. In
all"of his inventions and diséoVeries woman has
‘been an Important auxiliary.
L been his own, Woman has never faltered when
Fopportufiity offered to promote seience. She re-
spects and admires man for his wisdom, It is not
alone that she through her agencies discovered
the new world and brought Imperlnh-bla renown
upon her discernment and conquering will—and
that, too, in a'cnuntry where, and in an age when,
woman -could not claim that her valuable gifts
were entitled to respect or consideration,

In more modern times we find that woman has
been an active agent in the promotion of human

old and the new world we find her presence
marked and distinguished. In charities her hand
I8 the most tender and comforting. In the domes-
[ tic life she is & queen ; her throne is her private
station. In art and science we find her_of great
aptitude and genius., 1In literature she is not ex-
celled. And yet, in all the achievements-of man,
‘that she must work alone, and rise by her own
intrinsic merit. In no profession has she been
the ehild of fortune or favoritism. Is it ordered
by Providende that those of whom the world ex-
pects the least shall rise by thélr own individual
and Independent effort to greater distinction and
honor among men? This would seem to be the
lot of woman, She has added her name to the
patrons of law and medicine, but not by the nid of
royal charter, The world, in its present gigantic
| ptrides of development, is but about one hundred
years old. It is true that medicine and surgery
were practiced long before thie present century ;
but it is not eur purpose to give the history of the
efforts . to preserve & system of medicine. We
shall only speak of it as an inéident in the progress
of the human mind,

Whatever the standard of medicine might have
been among the ancients, at the downfall of the
Roman Empire it was as a science entirely lost,
Gradually, from century to century, during the
Christian era following the Middle Ages, the
pragtice of medicine revived, We may infer,
from the nature of woman, and the care and devo-
tion she bestows upon every heart-work of her
life, that the world during these dark periods
would have been better off had she begun
with man his secientific research. ' All the
discoveries. In medicine and surgery that were
made prior to the eighteenth century seem insig-
nificant as compared with those of the nineteenth,
In the glory of this century we find woman with
respectful fear, but confident in her ability, dis-
playing talents of the highest order and present-
ing a mind eapable 6f mastering the most difficult
problems in sclenge. Nothing daunted and still
pursuing, woman has now fully presented her
elaims to the seicutifie world for recognition. It
is not a quarter of a century since she has taken
her place a'iong the learncd physicians and sur-
geons, and Ler p ogress in these selences is of the
highest onlor.  The effort to produee skillful phy-
sicians and surgeons has been one of many fail-
ures and disappointments. Atone time the effort
‘wholly failed, and for centuries after the progress
made in medical knowledge was slow and unreli-
able. The many obstacles to the development of
these sclences have since been removed, find they
stand out now in all the vigor of a healthful and
r 0 1 ﬂ 1l ;P l 4 L
i exFERclence. T mw mlor
woman to uhlcn.

-The question often asked, “Is woman suited to

the life of a physician?’ has been solved in her

More surprising discoveries-

“But his glory has |

progress. In the educational departments of the”

no_eredit’is awarded to woman, It is ordained.

donﬂnm mvlh. Man, with all bis_ llhﬂ!..hﬂ
] | Y'YI'i'i

in wouder The gn.-l.l. deep of uuwntltion hu lfnvor Experience Is nll the answer she delim

to make. There Is nothing in her nature that
should exempt her from work which she can do
#s well as man, Hippocrates himself said,
“Woman und suffering are synonymous.” And
I would ask, Who on all the earth can so fitly
minister unto woman as woman? ‘‘Man’'s alpha- -
bet of suffering can never be woman's, and there-
fore her vocabulary can never be mastered by
him.” Woman is the first vehicle of human life,
and then its devoted guardian, She removes or
alleviates the physical evils which aflict the ree,
or patiently watehes their wasting course, and
tenderly cares for all that remain when they have
wrought their results. This is her divinely ap-
pointed and universally conceded mission. By
Joint_inheritance of all of human suftering, she
has an equal share in all that can assuage ig and
if knowledge is power, she too must share its
amplest plenitude. To make a good physician,
thé beginning must be at the heart, It isthat di-
vine capacity to ‘‘share another's woe.” With
this capacity, woman always Is everywhere more
largely endowed than man. 'Even in the depths
of African barbarity, Mongo Park found this di-
vine endowment shining in woman’s heart like a
diamond in the dark. This profession is on trial
before the bar of the world, and every case brought
before it. tests its strength. And we find that
womun who has qualified herself for the practice
of medicine has no reason to abate ber energy to
conquer, in the battle for the mastery, because she
is & woman, On the contrary, from all profes-
sional experience by her, we find her fully pos-
sessed of all the requirements for success ; and it is
her success which has attended her in practice
in the few years of her professional career that
furnishes us with full and complete evidence of
her superior fitness for this calling.

In order that we may test the strength and abil-
ity of woman, she must have equal scquirements
or opportunities for leurning. In the race so far
she has lost nothing by eomparison with t.lic op-
posité sex iu this profession. The fitness of wiman
fof'the ofMice of physician and surgeon must be
measured by the skill and knowledge she displays
In that profession. Noother rule would be just to
either man or woman in medicine. With woman
the incentives to the noblest virtues are found in
her great desire to bénefit her kind. From her
standpoint, she isobliged to mo¥s on in her pro-
fession without any regard to the good or Hl opin-
fon of others; for she never finds rest until every
battery loses its power to assail, Cradled in so
many adversities, she feels that all the fame she
wants Is summed up In the words of Pliny, and
“consists In doing what deserves to be written,
in writing what deserves to be read, and in so liy-
ing as to make the world happier and better for
our ewn living in It.”. We believe that she ia
furnished with ability sufficient to recommend
her actions to the admiration of mankind. And
while she aims to become perfect in her chosen
aocomplishment, she never becomes defective In
another. There are no habits or allurements to
come in and compromise her standing or effect
her great purpose to succeed,

In asserting that woman s always ready for
duty, and always ylelding to its exactions, we be-
lieve we present her true churacter. And to-day
the world beholds her as she stands upon the
great fleld of science, while the flag of victary
floats above her. Among the foremost ranks of
this goodly array we find our ploneer lady pliysi-
clans, whose lives have been purified and beauti-
fled, broudened and ennobled by the great battle
which was required to be fought and won in order
that women as physiclans might be considered
respectable. To-day we honor and bless these
noble mothers, while the world looks on with a
#milé that approves. These brave women, who
have hewn down opposition and fmade more
smooth the rugged road to sclence, have for the
last quurter of a century been persistently knock-
ing at every college and university door In this
lsnd. Repeated pefusals have acted as o stimulus
rather than a sedative, And these determined
women set themselves about to bulld hospitals .
and medical colleges of their own. And to-day
these institutions rank equal in standing with any
in our republie, which to-day as a nation ls the
queen of the world,

Had I the time and space, T could fill pages
with adcounts'uf gratll sugcesses in the practice of
modicine, and brilliant surgery as well as scien-
tific productions of our women physicians and
surgeons, - Woman to-day works side by side with
ber hrother man, aud we prophesy that the day is
not far distant when he will welcome her with
pride and honor, and with his own strong right
haud will open wide the doorsof seience, and with
chivalric prid he highest type of .

will _weloon o= worker.

vd may we not. ny. asu ooneludlng woni. that
woman, dictated as she is by consclous d
sesses resistiess power, and may achleve lho ”:h-
est houor in the pn!onlom of wedicine nud sure

gory?




