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The Recording Seceretary, Mrs, 1. DeVore John-

son, being absent, Mrs, Duniway was appointed
Iir’a femn.

The President ap [uanlml the following Commit-
tees:

On Programme—Mrs. M, A, Dalton and Miss

Ida Lesley of Maltnomah and Mres. 120 AL Corwin
nf ‘.]"lii\lill‘
On Finanee—Chaplain Stubbs, Mrs, C. A, Co-

burn aml Mres. M. A, Talton, all of Multnomah,
On Resolutions—Mpr=, H. A. Loughary of Yam-
Bl and Mrs. Al Duniway and Dr. Mary A,
Thompson of Multnomal.
Mr. E. F. Heroy, the President,
following address :
THE

‘.
then read the

FRESIDEXRT'S ADDRESS,

Officers and Members of the Oregon State Woman
Suffrage Association (—The ninth annual Conven-
tion of your Societv convenes this morning under
unusually favorahle auspices; amd, though mueh

f the progress of the gquestion of woman’s enfrun-
(h!'- ‘ment may he .mr buted ta t

of the intelllzent I»"n]lla' of this coust i-r]a._f the

the earnest desire

foundation of our governmental fabrie apon the
rock of eternal truth, not
have witnessed the broad fields of ripening grain,

yel to-day we should

e et

now almost ready for the garner, had it not been
for the wearisome toil, the nnswerving purpose,
the abounding zeal of Lthe officers and members of
this Associntion. A ready appreciation should be
accorded to those who have stood and tolled In the
front rank of the waork.

In reviewing the work of the past vear, I find
that very much more has been accomplished for
Woman Suffrage in that time than in all the
former vears of the Association's history; and it
g significant to note that this work has been ne-
complished mainiy within the latter half of the
vear, cheering the hearts of the husbandmen with

the thought that the harvest so long delayed is at |

last ready for the gatherer. In Justice to those
who have labored so zealously in former years to
prepare the soil and sow the seed of our present
harvest—to show that we are not unmindful of
their labors—I will briefly notice the successive
stages of the work accomplished prior to the pres-
ent vear,

Mrs, Duniway, who has been the leader of the
movement from the beginning in this State, and
to whose untiring energy our suceess is thus far
mainly due, attended the Legislature for the first
time for the purpose of bringing the interests of
women before thut honorable body of law-makers
in 1572, At that time the women of Oregon were
wholly under the dominion of the old common
law, which deprived them, as soon as married, of
all legal, eivil, political and financial personality,
and made them alike the subjects of their hus-
bands’ munificence or liberality, their affections
or abuse, their prodigality or their disposition to
be miserly. At the legislative session before al-
luded to, Hon. Samuel Corwin, then of Tillamook,
but now a resident of Astoria, offered a resolution
to secure the elective franchise to eitizens without
regard to sex. A number of gentlemen seconded
Mr. Corwin’s eftorts and fought bravely for the
resolution, bot, though it received & handsome
vote, it fniled to receive & majority, In 1574,
Col. €, A, Reed, who has alwaye been a stanch
Woman Suffragist, introduced the same resolu-
tion, which was cqually well ecousidered in the
House, but eventunlly shared the fate of its prede-
cessor, But the majority of our legislators were
not indifferent to the rights of women, even in
that early period of the movement, ss was proved
by their passage of **The Married Women's Sole
Trader Bill" in '72, and a “*Married Women’s
Property Bill” in '74. In'76, though an honer-
able effort was made by a called Convention of
this Association for the parpose of securing further
legisintion in woman's behalf, there was no im-
mediate result. In '78, Mrs. Duniway was again
at her post, and remained at the Legislature
throughout the session, bearing her own eXpenses,
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of the resolution to amend the Cone
<titution and grant women the elective franchisc.
Until this right been secured to them, all
other rights are unsafe. [f vl the ballot
for the pr-»!--«'li--u of thelr interests, it is idie to
say thit women do not need it for a like reason,
It has been well said (hat
the same
physical and spiritunl needs, and the same com-
mon destiny.  The inalieonble right to life, liberty
wnd the pursuit of happiness is common to both,
and each iz endowed with an individuality pecu-
can rizhtly represent

ant passnoe

has
e

“ren and women liave

animal and mental natures, the same

Liar to the sex, and neither
the other, heeause [t s not possible for one elass

to comprehend the individual needs of another
class '

The next great effort of our Associntion will b
to exert it= influence for nominaling well-known
Woman Suffragists for the Legishnture of Tssl
The resolution passed at the last session will re-
quire to be matified at the next one before it can
reach the peaple.  Let every member of this As-
socintion and every friend of woman's enfranchise-
moent be on the alert. Other States in the Tndon
are moving mpidly in the same direction, and
Oregon must hasten in the work if she wonld gain
the prestige of leadership which those who are
battling valiantly to =secure muvch  desire,
Women are alremdy voting on educational inter-
ests in Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Colorsdo,
California, Oregon, New Hampshire, Massachu-

| setts and New York, and on all questions in Wy-
oming and Utah.

Let us pot delude ourselves with the idea that
we shall have no opposition, Bigotry, ignomnee,
intemperance and licentiousness in every form
will unite to place obstructions in the way; slan-
der and vituperation will be hurled at the lenders
in the future as in the past; but the friends of
freedom will surely trivmph if they do their duty.

I would recommend that yvou have a Committee
| on Politieal Action, eonsisting of picked men and
women of each county, whose duty shall consist
in securing the passage of a resolutign favoring
Woman Suffrage by every nominagng Conven-
tion in State or county. | would aldosugegest that
u standing Committee on Finanee be appointed,
and that one of its first considerations should be
to devise some way of remunerating Mrs. Duni-
way in some degree for her labors in the cause,
While others whose henrts are enlisted have ocea-
sionally nssisted in the work, she has struggled
constantly, suffering indignities and persecutions
in forwarding the cause; has toiled and journeyved
often, visiting remote places, meeting the un-
tamed elements, fighting our battles, hand to
hand with ignorance and prejudice, and, in spite
of seemingly unsurmountuble difficulties, has
sown the seed of this gospel of truth broadeast
aver our mountains and through our valleys, seat-
tering the leaves of the tree of knowledge, calling
around her the friends of the cause, and, by organ-
izing socicties and speaking in school-houses and
churches, s0 arousing the people that they have
become our co-workers nll over the State. To
sustain her and the New NoRTaEWEST I8 o sus-
tain the cause,

Opponents of Woman Suffrage, who haive re-
treated step by step from their former positions,
are now attempting to interpose a econstitutionsl
barrier to prevent the ratifiecation by the Legizla-
ture of 1882 of the resolution Illlﬂptt‘ﬂl last Fall;
but it Is noticeable that the leading newspapers
which at first favored this faney have ceased to
offer it as a reasonable or legal objection. The
ablest legislators, lnwyers, judges and jurists who
have examined the Constitution with unpreju-
diced motives are unanimous In their opinion
that the Constitution was not intended as a bar-
rier to human liberty. To argue that the Consti-
tution prohibits a proposition for amending sny
part or clause of the whole while an already pro-
posed amendment of any other clause or part is
pending, I8 to place auobstruction In the pathway
of common sense, Bul if you make it sny, as it

S0

cause theivr warmest approval and muking stirring
its favor, snd Christian men and
women all over the Nation are beginning to real-
ize the fact that the mission of Christ on earth

meant and rood will to women as well as
men.
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The canse is marching on.  Let good will, har-

mony und enthusissim mark our deliberations in |

| this Copvention. let us be guided by wisdom
and moderation in all we say and do, and vietory
will erown our labers with suecess,
AT THE COXCLUSION OF THE ADDRESS,
the work of the Association wer
read from Mres. Po Kalil and Miss M. L. Douthitt,
: Presidept and Seeretary of the Grant County
Woman Sulfrage Association; from Hon. M., Ful-
ton of Clat=op, who ntroduced the Woman Suf-

last State Senate; Hon, F

Lastters fuvoring

frage resolytion in the
|
i)

Met'own of (lackamas, Hon, J. N, Dolph of |
Multnomah, Hon, W, Carey Johnson of Clacks-
mas, and Hon, W, L Smallwood and Hon, 8. M. |

W.T.

Dir. Thompson was ealfled for, and made & brief
address,

Adjournml te 2 p,

Gilmore of Klickitat county,

!
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AFTEKNOON NESSION,

The Convention was ealled to order at 2
| by the President

Minutes of previoos meoting were read and ap- |

| proved,

Upon invitation, the Asso¢iation was addressed
| by Mr. Cochran of Vancouver. He said that he
had been tanght the doetrine of Woman Suffrace
by his mother and by his sister, who were noble
wonien. His wife was a Woman Suffragist, and
together they helped along the good eause of lib-
erty according to their opportunities. He consid-
ered it a reflection upon the nineteenth century
that conventions should be necessary for the con-
sideration of the enfranchisement of women. He
spoke at some length upon the desirability of giv-
ing women the ballot as a reformatory movement
—cspecinlly in the cause of temperance. He de-
voutly believed that the women would wipe ouf
the curse of Intemperance. In conclusion, he
enuncisted his creed. He declared himself op-
posed to secession and to slavery of every kind,
and in favor of universal suffrage, especially
Waoman Hull‘mgo

Mrs. A.S. Duniway, Chairman of the Committee
on Revision of the Constitution and By-Laws,
presented the report of the Committee. The re-
vised Constitution amd By-Laws were read and
vonsidered seriafim.

i'I‘hra following form was adopted by the Associa-
tion :
CONSTITUTION,

We, the undersigned, citizens of the State of
Oregon, in order to promote the enfranchisement
of the women of the commonwesnlth, establish
justice, insure domestie tranquillity, promote the
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty
to all persons, do ordain and subseribe to this Con-
stitution.

Artiele 1. This Association shall be ealled the
Oregon State Woman Soflrage Association, and
shall be anuxiliary to the Nationsl Woman Suf.
frage Association of the United States,

Article 2. The officers of this Association shal
congist of o President, Vieo-President at Large, ¢

gon, 0 Recording Seeretary, a Corresponding 8¢
retary, o Treasurer, and an Executive Committe
of five persons, and their duties shall be the sy

authorized to lecture under the auspices of this §

shall be wvigilant in prosccuting the work of th
Association ; and he or she shall, as far as poss
ble, organize County Woman Suflrage-Socigtie
and local Woman Suffrage Clubs, and shall

Association, In any town, city or distriet he or ,.ho
iy visit within the boundaries of the State, wnd [

| must be proposed in writing, and shall be pre

o'cloek ‘

lot, and a majority of all votes east shall [ re-
quiral to elect,

Article K,
annuully

Eleetion of officers shaull TP

tal
]

on the aflernoon prior to th

:1“" offioers shall hold

evening sessjon : tiis

sitions until their saceessors are duly elected an
installed,
Article 8. Five members may constitute s guo-

rim at any regular session of the m
Association,

s of this

Artiele 1. Any person may become a member
of this Association and beentitled to a voice in its
deliberations by signing this Constitution and -

paying into the treasury
Article 1L

annually a fee of #1.
Amemndments to this Constitution
sented to the Executive Committee
prior to any annual meeting; and a majority
of the members present at any regular meeti
the Association shall be saflicient to adopt.

two wiaks
Ve

ng <
BY-LAWE,
Artiele 1. Three sessions of the Assoeiation
shall be held daily during any annual meeting,
viz.: ot 1050 A. M. and at 2and 780 », v, Buta
temporary change may be made st any recular
meeling by 1 majority vote of those l.r,H.)ng_"
Article 2. The Executive Committee shall meot
from time to time at the call of the President.
Article 3. nf
three persons, shall be appointed by the President
at the opening session of any regular convention,
to-wit: on Programme, on Finance and on Resols-
tions; members of these committees to serve dur.
ing the sessions of the meeting at which they are
appuinted. .
After the adoption of the Constitution and By-
Lawns, the Convention was entertained by an i}p
strumental solo by Miss Ellen Seott, of Forest
Girove,
Adjourned until 7:30 v. M,

EVENING SESSION.

Convention ealled to order at 7:80 o’clock by the
President. -

Miss Doras Moe(Cord and Miss Nellie Waliz
favored the audience with instrumental music
upon the violin and the plano.

Mrs, Duniway delivered an address of welcoms
to the immense assemblage. She alluded to the
small begiuning of the Woman Suffrage move
ment in Oregon—a beginning searcely noted by
the people. She said the reform ecarried with it
from its inception a promise of success, because it
was a question of right, and as such must eventp-
ally triumph. “We are not advocating woman's
rights, but equal rights for all, irréspective of race
or color—recognizing for all the brotherhood of
men and the fatherhood of God.” &She spoke of
the struggles and aspirations of the women of the
Revolution. They began the struggle for equal
rights. Mrs. Abigail Adams uttered long aga the
plea for political equality which the women of to-
day present to the American people in all confi-

The following committees, each

a8 devolve upon like officers in other associatodg
‘deliberative boadies, except ns hereinafter specificl |
Article 8. The Viece-Presldent at Large shall ha

He stated that he
Viee=President for each county of the State of Ores mach o

dence, Mrs. Duniway concluded by saying thas
the Oregon Legllluture had at last placed hetors

e people of this State B live fssue by consenting
o submit to them tlu qq;alim of womal's vne

(ranchisement. <."
Rev, 3. A, Gray next addressod the meeting
not 'am to go over

waking B the subject of dis-
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