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wonse spirits nobly mw-hn_uu
pride ; .
Greal in the calm, but grealer still when dashed by ad-
verwe Ude z i
They hold the mnk no King can give, no station ean dis-

 There ave

ETRce —
Nature puts forth her gentlemen, and monarchs must
give place.

A MESMERIC EXPERIMENT.

Thirty Christmas nights have come and gone
since that one, so memorable in my life, and yet,

- sitting here in my solitary room, a gray-haired,
Jonely woman, the whole svene rises as vividly
before me as though it had oecurred but yesterday.
1 ean see the comfortably but plainly furnished,’
low-celled, old-fashipned roomy; with  its dark
wainscoted walls, and its dim eproers; that the
the feeble light of a couple of composite candles

+. pould scarcely reach ; I can see the half-circle of
fades gathered round the hearth, looking glowing
and pleasant in the ruddy glare of the firelight—
all except one, that of & man who sat in the cor-
ner opposite to me. T could not keep my eyes off
that face, which had for me the fascination of
ugliness. As the lights and shadows made by the
flickering flame touched the shock of bristly hair
that half concealed the low, narrow forehead, the
CAVernous ¢ sunken cheeks, and h mouth,
half a cynieal smile, that showed the
Mm teeth, I could compare it only with s
shifting series of gargoyles from some old monkish

all members of the company of the
al X—, and, it being a non-play

'assembled at the lodgi one
a lady, to do-hofior mEr%lrﬂ:-
theme, the affhirs of the theater,
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I'thb‘i?? had no actual eause for such a
positive dislike vpon my part, which
recl u.:ponhu._

twenty st time, |
:lt.&d have g:'lled uthetrh:
nions own that

k froi n-u:ng.wlth :;yob-um
a spirit
em with a bigotry and contem
anythifig but polite to those who
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taking up his
me for some seconds with a doubtful
glance, which I met defiantly

i.And on this
to my [ Tha

to
Shall be compelied 1o answer
"l;onu' Mlacd falthfuily not io do #.
pumdlmnruoamm

been.

And now, with all the nerve
fastened

ance
pended in s
the

The )i

snake, | ecould searcely suppress a sh
uncanny-looking plct_u’rr; Eut a wild
on of me that night which

Every _
the weirdness of the sitoation.
gling, no whisperin

There

theiri
no longer

e stare, until it seemed to
the

gllu dilate, until they to
iscs

I eoulfil?::j t

and a dull, stony glare :
balls, a far-away trance-li

the man had
felt a cold, eruel, hard triumph in th

seat, slowly
whieh seemed to seintillate

his trembling steps.

impulse. 1

stopped

stopped.
In a foreed, hollow volee, he gave

being only a theatrical sobriquet.
At this one of the gentlemen broke

tions." .
said another.

The interruption see
L AN eall e baek
with an effort 1 wrenched m
: In{' face. As I did so, Armold, as
floor in strong convulsions,

Our experi
of the eveni
ward a

T

Was
:md intense

dispelling. As it may be su
upon me, and it
annoyahce at the

ed.
:‘:l.‘:d the past few minutes,

ing, no one made any reference te his

k. e

wever, Was
the singular event the next

beckoned him, never relaxing my fi
mj ﬂuz.

he rose, elutching the edge of the table to

lng Eiiel‘olwtl;y I m?vegl. he fo l%:-
, seemingly im y an involuntary but

resistiess pet sudden

Yy gaze

I would have givenanything.

horror to me ; s did

10 _
ite course, followin

possessing this | same
O

M:‘ that
state, you will not
vate nature, as |

, literally,

——

reversed—the
lamp was that the light should shine upon
hhbnulAnon euveloped in y

the cloak

power 1 R-nhd.
I ::5 ezu upon Arnold’s,. White and
ghastly looked his face rising out of the blagkness
of the drapeéry, which gave it almost theu:sp.r-
e of being-divided from the body sus-
Jips were wide apart, and

greenish eyes were dilated to their utmost ex-
“tent, with a strained, fascinated look, such as they
might have worn under the influenee of a rattle-

iver at this
spirit took
poon

away all such “compunctious visitings of nature.”
body seemed (o be thoroughly impressed by

was no gig-

Il was silent as death,
After about a minute my eyes grew rigid in

me. that I

| the power to move or close them,
or even wink a lid ; gradually J conld feel the pu-
become two huge
ng.withn lambent and metallie fire,
t "“i nerve of the white face was
quivering, the breathing was short and labored;
Ililo the starin
e 'look, that t
consclousness was gone, and that the very soul of
overto my keqirlng.
%, & desire to
strain my mastery to the utmost. 1 rose from my
moved backward, and imperiously

Qyt‘-

Jd me

And 1

xed stare,
As I 'rose,
idde

ly; he,

“What is your name ?" I asked, imperatively. |

one, that |

afterward discovered was his family name, Arnold

in, protest-

ing:
uﬁso. no; that is against the bargain—no ques-
“It is time to put an end to it; I don't like it,”

“Oh ! yes,” added a lady, “It is too horrible I"
to exorcize the fiend
myselr

L

w y
from that
he

only upheld by my eyes, fell upon the

ment in mesmerism spoiled the rest
;- for, although after a copious out-
on of cold water and a judicious
‘tried to Jangh '5‘.?1';’."3“"11,.1’ Ao by
to , it a creepy, dis-

' upon all, which no ft{mﬂnt

depression :
rits and water and foreed jollity Wg.ﬁ that authority that I spoke,

iefly took
I bhad
have re-

After Arnold’s recovery, by a taeit understand-

strange ill-

ness; indeed, all seemed desirous for a time of
putting it out of their thoughts—and none so
much as the prineipal actor in it, who laughed |
in & feverish manner and never al-
conversation to flag for = single
moment, a8 though he feared the subject might

ea rl‘j"mtu-rl:r
moruin’g at rehea !

he remem-

L] PO,

me in con-

when there

L A 1 avoi the gossiping groups, for t
e | ‘prefer any one else in the room,”.he | brance of the scene was a
- — - . 3 . -_X .. - Aﬂlﬂld. *1-.-1-*; - _._Y' r.n A5 Wrandnfe
“Of course you would,” I replied, with & mali- | but he took an exactly nTpa-
T e o et s e F ol | memtive, atd famaboh m3 Sye oo Thoegh Stme
over ers. O ve n, & h m . ! -
know all the ” - " " | of the fascinition of the %ﬁfﬂonl night still sur-
And | cast & round the com- | rounded me. v -
ﬂ‘- who were exceedi amused at our di¥ |  After a rather late dinner, for the rehearsal was
very long, I was dozing in my chair,
Armold tyrned alternately white and red with came a soft tap at the door; and to

evidently stung b mmuginm
tl::unﬂy 1 “Very well, be it so,

» b, B,

“come in” there a upon
tall, gaunt figure of the man whom of

was the first time hé had ever

him to take a seat and draw near the
weather wascold. Ina
a chair in such a

and
Am
he

—

e B f‘.";"“ B T -l.'-" o
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il

ledumylu.lx
ings. In common courtesy | mobliird to
re, as

my sleepy

the threshold

all others |

least desired to see. It gave munltc a shock. It

the

vague, listless manner he
position that it exactly

mine, dropped into it without a word, and
tried to fix imc"! immediately shifted them

next about the same time,
-”i manner, until the
then all at once he rose
over to where I was sit-
his hand upon my arm, said in
ﬁ - %
shudderingly :

his clenched

When he recovered, I nearly fainted myself;
ht.rlllylng.by an effort, I told him very posi-
tively that he must not come any more.

“]"cannot stay away; | must come,” was his
T Y i
der cra n ‘of mine.

I eannot d!-rlheme horror I felt at these visits,
anduknﬂhlhﬂed-hdymnd I bad in the
theater to gne and stay with me. The lollowl_llf
afternoon strolled in as usual, but, finding
had a companion, he looked very much annoyed,
and remained onfy A few miputes.

Several days passed, and I met him only in bus-
iness. His manner was sullen, klmost rude to me,
at which I was much relieved, for I now began to |

entertain ho
more. The change that had come¢ over him was a
“vonstant subJéEt of green-room ment. He had |
always been extremely thin; now he seemed to |
waste 'day by day, like a man consumed by an in-
ward . fire; his cheeks were sunk in deeper hol-
lows, and there were blaek rims round his eyes.
After & few days, my friend returned to her own |
lodgings. The next afternoon, at the’usual hour, |
Arnold came as before. As soon as the lights were
f brought in, he again besought me to mesmerize |
{ him. T firmly refused; but 1 could not rest my |

' eyes upon him for a moment without his face be- |

ginning to quiver and his pupils to dilate, and the |
very feeling that I must not look at him made the |
desire almost unconquerable. Matters went on |
thus for upward of a week, |

“But surely,” it will be said, “you eould have |
devised some means of keeping him away, You
might have requested your landlady to refuse him
admittance,”

Truly, I could have done so, but—well, I must
confess it in my own defense—be had n to
throw a strange glamour over me. Id ed his
coming, vet | experienced a vague yearning when
he was absent. lF‘ﬁuul fallen myself within the |
| meshes of the spell 1 had unconsciously cast upon |
‘him,

One afternoon Arnold agrived rather earlier than
usual, There certainly was some occult sympathy
between us, for the moment he entered the room 1
felt that a erisis had come. He was in very weak
health, and he sank down in a chair looking pale
amd exhausted, and wiped the damps from his
forebead, while his breathing was very labored ;
and there was a feverish glitter in the restless eyes
and a red spot in each hollow cheek. '

“How very ill you look;" I said, pityingly; "let
me give you a glass of wine.”

“No, T want nothing,” he said, in a gasping
tone. “There's quite fire enuugh within me now ;
I am being slowly burned up.’ i

“‘Have you seen a -doctor?” I asked, growing
Very nervous,

“A doctor,” hie echoed, with a mocking laugh.
“Oh; yes, 1 have scen a doctor; but he can do me

“whor o
¢ 411" 1 ejaculated, ‘raint:?'.

“Yes,” he answered, - “‘Sinee the night you tore
_the heart and soul out of my body, 1 eannot live
without you, and I won't "'

I was very much terrified by his wild, excited
looks, but replied, with a great show of firmness:

“You talk nonsense, Arnold. Why, you are a
married man already.”

1 did not know at the moment that it was really
80, but there was a vague Impression among the
company that such was the case, and it was upon

t—you t!ueﬂloned me
nce 7' hé retorted,

- “How did you ki
‘when I was r peur in
sharply. ¥

“I'did not; but I find it is true. And under such
elreumstances, how dare you address me in such
terms 7" 1 exclaimed, gmwtnf very indignant,
perhaps more in seeming than in reality.
“Yes,” he replied, dejectedly, “I am married to
a woman | hate—to a woman [ left at the church
door, I was forced into it by my friends—never
mind why ; that would net-interest you."

He paused for a moment; then, laying Lis trem-
bling fingers upon my arm, he ul'h-d:
- 1 had conse Chris |

tian name—*if anything were to happen to her—
if she were to die—wou ‘ynu be my wife?"
“Don’t talk like that ! it's too horrible ! T ex-

| deep black border, I shrank back;

that he would persecute _me no.

| we were, did all in her

mmmmm ~the Hvid face, that wasas

down to the piano, and played and-sang to pass

I
toucqh it ;hl knew tl:t contents. T

‘“You knew w was to happe :
have cruelly entra me ! lngmetl exclalm,:r . |
, He threw himself upon his knees st my feet, . ‘

“]1 swear most lemn{i." he eried‘ “T did not!

It was very s , 88 the letter will tell yoy..
heart disease. Her friends had scarcely g 1.
ment's umil_l_g,‘f"_ "

There wax that In his tone I could not disbe.
lieve, and when, after a while, I brought mysels
to read the fatal letter, 1 found llil assertions were
there fully confirmed.

“This makes it all the more horrible," I ¢ried
“for I now feel as though I were in some way the
cause of her death,” :

I im‘ilnnd him to release me from my promise
as nothing good eould come of 8 marriage con-
tracted under such a
the old words: « g !

“I dannot live witbout you; & won'g!'y

My friend, who could perceive how ill-assorted
power Lo persuade e to

Ny

uspices; 'but he only repeated
[

break with Arnold.
“Leave the company,’ she sald,  “Give no no-
tice of: your interitioh’and go home, or take an-

L other engagement under another name"!

But I felt that 1 could not break a vow so sol-
emnly made, and which fate, whether-for good or
‘evil, had so suddenly called upon me to fulfili,

No, I am wrong. 1 did not love him; it was g
glamour only—whether the resait of supernutural
influence or mere superstition, I cannot pretend to
say. It was a mixture of dresd; repulsion, and
fascination, '

That day two months was our wedding-day, |
had striven hard to postpone it to a muech later
date, but ke would not give me a momeut's peace
until I consented, \

“She was my wife only in-name,” he kept urg.
ing, “s0 what need is there of delay 2 ;

Although -the strange manner of our wooing
wis unknown to everybody, save the friend 1 have
before mentioned, it was impossible for the com-
pany not to see how matters stood between us,
Somehow we had drifted away from the rest, and
tiow Kept aloof from them, and only an occusiounl
hint, or innuendo, or sly look, told us of their ob-
servation. I know we were the constant theme of
conversation and wondernient, but I do not think
that any one ever dreamed it would be a match,

We were both equally desirous of keeping our
approaching marriage a profound secret, My
friend, and one of the actors, whom Arnold had
almost sworn 1o secresy, were to be the only wit-
nesses, 8o that when on that bright March morp-
ing we entered thy quiet suburban church, only &
few strange loiterers were there, We were dressed
in our ordinary costumes, and no one who had
met us would have suspected our purpose. When
he passed the ring over my finger; hix hand was
like ice; so were his lips, that just touched mine
at the end of the ceremony ; and I saw no joy in

carved in stone, ;

We walked back from the church to my.lodg-
ings, where we were to be domiciled for the pres- |
ent. He scarcely spoke the whole wa[y. He left
me at the door, saying that he was obliged_to go .
somewhere, but that he would returf in time for
dinner, which was arranged for three o'clock.

L ran up stairs to my bed-room, my heart ready
to burst with mortification, and had a good ery.
My friend did all she could to console me, and
urged me to put a cheerful face on matters. After
a while I rallied a little, went down stairs, sat _

away the timé, -

Three o'clock came and passed, and still he did
not return. ‘Then his friend, who had remained
with usg, went in search of him, In about half an
hour he came back, bringing Arnold with him.
He afterward told me that he had found him play-
ing cards and recklessly treating everybody who
entered the room at a tavern used by the actoms, I
always possessed a great deal of self-control, and I
k-?rl myself quite trauquil.

U had been arranged that we should sup at my
friend's lodgings, and thither, after The perform-

were ouly four of us—the four present at the cere-

mony. Arnold was dull and sullen, and at times
seemed searcely conscions of where he was, for,

I;ut ::; followed mie, and again grasped my arm,
and said :

t“Alice, I told you just now that I eannot live
without you, and that I will not, and I swear be-
fore God that if you do not give me this promise,
when I léave this house I will throw myself over
the bridge into the river—I swear it!"

Men—and women, too—say these things in mo-
ments of strong passion without keeping their
words ; but T kuew that he would keep his. The
mysterious njmpuhy that had been créated be-
tween us told me so—told me that if he left me
with that thought in his heart, he would not be a
living man within the next hour, It was nearly
dark, just between the lights, and his face gleamed
out of the shadows white and terrible, snj then I
t t how it would look when it was drawn
out of the water with the long dank hair elinging ]
about it . |

“It i» not much to ask of you,” he went on,

ngly. “Why, she may outlive us both;

more than likely. There is nothing ng in

it—she is nothing to mehne:.a b:n been, only the
nks us,

~i-nmm1rwmtph#-r What

I sa L:un with

§ eyes,

{—"‘He has gone to sleep upon the sofs,* was ©

my face covered, for
{l don't know,” he answered. “It would give | chamber, but some other feeling held me o
me a sorg of hope that I can’t live without, that I | the The chinks of the shutters led
1 won't live without.” with faint lines of light. 1 crossed room, un-
Well, 1 him the promise. 1 daresay you | barred and threw them open, and looked up at the
wlmmtmm‘dmwdon I | sky. waning moon was high in the heavens, .
dlnku-]-ll. But I thought it was almost im- | over which a faint roseate flush was just stealing,
rn.lbhthntl-huldﬂuheulhd upon to fulfill | and a wild chorus of birds in the trees close !
t, and ho:.euhl 1 ?Iuﬂuu when & man's life ln!one ?roko the deep. ltl“l‘l:ﬂf the ':rly e &
seemed to stake ng. stood gazing y t ture for some
The morning, as I wis seated at break- not m"fleﬂ"?u henupﬁy. but becsuse I
fast, [ caught mr:gd‘amm" :5 head. L i
Hh L “’tm‘
mmﬂuMnkmuMumm. I my-
put down the cup of coffee that I had raised half- .
to my lips, while an unaccountable dread
- over me. wuwmumu

d he would start and look vacantly -~
about him, like one sudden!y aroused from-a doze. a
It was well towand morning before we turned
our fuces homeward. Sileutly he pursued his
way; and I wis too proud to speak. But oh, the
ny, the shame, the humiliation I endured that
night! “When we arrived at our lodgings, the fire
was out. It was a very vhlll‘y night, and he com-
lained of being cold, and said he would rekindle
t. While he went away seeking some wood jn ’
the kitchen, I ran up stairs to my room sod went
to bedd, At last my aching, swollen eyes closed,
and I fell asleep, f
When I awoke, the cold gray dawn of the llpl'ﬁ’
morning was just stealing across the darkness of
my room. I awoke with a start and sat bolt up-
right, with a sense of ineffable horror. Had I
been dreaming? [ could not remember. Yet
there was upon me all the terror which is left by

mq‘:aghmly nl}zhtmre.

1 out of bed, huddled on a dressing-gown,
and with bare feet hurried down the stairs. It
was an impulse, nothi more, for I had no

thought in what I was doing. [ opened the parlor
door and looked in. All was dnrtp:nd sileut.

reflection.
My woman’s pride prompted me to return to

my




