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McMINNVILLE, January 17, 1881,
DEAR READERS OF THE NEW NORTHWEST

Since the inauguration of the railroad era in the
Yamhill Valley, there have been so many ehanges
in the-old landmarks that it is like visiting a
strange country to alight at the MeMinnville
_ depot, where trains from ways and stop,
while passengers and employés take dinner at a
pretentious hotel. The old stage-coach no lopger
toots its warning horn as of yore; but in its stead
the snort of theiron horse awakes distant echoes,
and the rumble of the rallway cars resembles the
warnings that precede an earthquake.

We see at a glance that McMinnville has more
than doubled its former size and population since
the railroad era. Miles and miles of good side-
walks lift the pedestrian above the soft prairie
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onevery hand; a half dozen churches are visible,
and the main business street, as well as the town
generally, very much reminds us of Albany.

Mrs. J. De Vore Johnson of Clackamas, and the
undersigned from Multnomah, were the on)y
guests from other eountiés whe attended the |
Woman Suffrage rally of Yamhill as co-workers;
but the resident friends of the cause were out in
force, and we had & “grand, grand time, The rally
was held in the new, neat and commodious town
hall lately erected by our old friend of equal
rights, Mr. O. H. Adams. The meeting was called

Loughary, who briefly stated the objevts of the
meeting. The constitution of the Association was
~ then read and circulated for signatures and dues,
and was followed by the election of oMeers for the
ensuing year. The election resulted as follows:
President, Mrs, H. A. Loughary ; Vice-President,
Mrs. Ann M. Martin; Reconding Secretary, Miss
N. B. Martin; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs, 8.
M. Kelty ; Treasurer, Miss M. V., Olds.
The President appointed the-foHowmztomemite
tees: On Resolutions—Dr. A. K. Olds, Mrs. J.
De Vore Jolinson, Mrs. A. 8, Duniway. On Pro-
- gramme—Miss M. V. Olds, Mr. W.J. Loughary.
z ~ The following stifring communpication from
Hon. Lee Laughlin, of North Yamhill, was read
by the ﬂécl-ehry $

Every organizgation having for Its objeet the elevation,
enlightehment and larger liberty of every individual, and
which strivés (6 secure to ench member of the community
all the rights to which all persons are entitled by hature,
~ including, of course, the right of-sulfrage, has my hearty |
. sympathy. This Iast most Important right Is unjustly
withheld from all the women of this otherwise great coun-
try, and Ix withheld for no other reason than the alleged

sald and written by the opponents of woman's enfranchise-
‘ment, | havenot seen or heard one valid reason, founded
" upon justice and equity, for depriving Intelligent, patriotic,
tax-paying women of the exercise of equal political rights
with men. .I have sufficient confidence In the intélligent
desire of men to deal justly with the women of this State
;10 believe, since fhe initiastory step has been taken for
’ restoring women their rights—the passage of the Woman
1 Buffrage resolilion by the 1alé Lagislafufe for amending
the State Constitution—that an active Interest in the work,
and a candid presentation of the subject before the people,
will secare a Legislature for 1852 which will ratify the legjs-
Iation already begun, And, after the endorsemeent of this
resolution by fwo res, there will be no
dlllcuuy in mrlu " mnjndly vote in its favor when it
comes before the people; for surely there will not then be
found enough voters in the State so selfish asto deny to
‘others the right which they prize for themselves more
highly than all others—the right to vote,

After brief addresses by Dr, Olds and the under-
signed, the Convention adjourned till 7 o'clock p. M.

The evening session brought out a large audi-
ence. An excellent combination of brass and
string music was fornished by an amateur band of
young gentlemen, consisting of Messrs, Hawley,
3 - Loughary, Windom and the Sanders brothers.

Mrs. Loughary again stated the objects of the
_Convention, and then introduced Mrs. J. De Vore
Johmmon;, who favored the meeting for half an
hour with an interesting, spicy and logical essay,
entitled “Our Thanksgiving,” which we know
was writteh on_the tninutluhdymmnlng
_up from Portland in the forenoon. The essayist

accorded the
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Russ, Professor Johnson and your correspondent.
Next came the reading by Mrs. Johnson of Ten-
nyson’s “Lady Godiva,” followed by a tumultu-
“bus encore. The lady responded with an inimit-

mud ; new, neat and substantial dwellings abound |

to order at £ o'clock p. M. Friday by Mrs. H. A. | 0

| opened by the obligin
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Resolved, That we thank the luhl‘lhn of 1880 for its

»juﬂ and generous act In phssing & resolution for so amend-

Ing the State ConstitutiM. that It may be legally possitie
for the next Legislature to submit the proposition for a
Constitutional Woman Suffrage Amendimpent to the vole of
the people In 1854

Resolved, That our thanks are specially due to Senators
Burch and MeConnell and Representatives Laughlin and
Galloway of Yamhill, who voled “aye” upon the Woman
Suffrage resolution,

Resolved, That we urge the Suflragists of the county to
form Woman Suffrage clubs, hold muss meetings and con-
ferences, and strive In every other honorable way to render
the movement! acceptable to the people.

Resolved, That we will use all honorable means to elect
men to the Leginlatupe of 1882 who are pledged to sustain
the Woman Suffruge resolution passed by the Legiklature
of 15,

Resolved, That we believe our fathers, brothers, hysbinds
and sons are not afrald to grant the women of the State
equal rights with themselves, and we look confidently to
_them for the needed voles to Insare a victory.

\The resolutions called out speeches from Pro-
fessor Johnson, Mr. Loughary, Dr. Olds, Mrs, Olds,
Mrs) Loughary and _the undersignal and were
‘unan ly adopted, T
Adj ed to 7 P. M., when another immense
audience ustembled, very many not being able to
obtain seats.

After musi¢ by the band, your correspondent
was introdu by Mrs, Loughary as the speaker
of the evening, "Why Not 2" being the subject on
hand, The argu occupied-an hour and a half,
famid the best orderand most respectful attention.

Music was again furnished.

A brief address from the President closed the
exercises, and the Convention adjourned sine die.

On Sunday, though there are six churches in
MeMinnville, there was preacher, and no

morning exercises exceptl
Warren in the old gbllege, where we used to go to
“meeting” in the of auld lung syne, to listen,
with babe in arms, to the preaching of Father
Chandler. But we were told that these failures of
preachers do not often oceur. Rev. Mr. Hoberg
usually preaches in the M. E. church on the third
Sunday of the month; Rev. Neill Johunson,
though stricken with the weight of years, occupies
the C. P. pulpit occagionally ; the Church of Eng-

the Baptist church played truant. Hence the lay

was good and acceptable. In the evenirig. the

commaodious and well-arranged M. E. churceh was

trustees for the large audi-

ence which assembled to hear_our lecture on

“Lessons of the Century.” Good order, harmony

and good cheer prevailed, and the friends of -hu-
man rights were glad.

Wmmuyrm hlét-'ll’lfﬁ'h AR OVEr, anll'we
are going out to canvass and reconnoiter. We
will tell you more -bout the town and people in
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We ﬁnd the lollowlng nmong the uncredited re-
print items of an old paper : *“The wife, the home-
maker, devotes twenty or thirty of the best years
of her life to bringing up her children. Bhe is
their care-taker (no matter how many nurses
there may be) day and night, She is the nurse
when they are ill, and often their physician too,
She is companion, friend, counsellor and law to
them till they are grown. During the years that
her time has been so devoted, her husband has

1engaged in-business-that-is— respected—'serious,

‘worthy’ business that is counted in the census,

wealth, to show for it. Khe has her fine sons and
daughters, They are intelligent, conscientious,
educated children, They are to be the future phi-
lanthropists like Willlam Loyd Garrison, or
statesmen like George F. Hoar, or good farmers
or mechanies ; or they will be authors like George
Eliot or Louise M. Alcott, or artists like Harriet
Hosmer and Anme Whitney, or good, sensible
mothers, or honest, worthy workers at the handi-
crafts, or teachers. In whatever eapacity they
serve, they will be good citizens. If we estimate
by results the lfe-work of man and woman,
which Ilmon-erl]gu-. which is more important 2!

Mrs. Belva A. Lockwood recently rose in the
Supreme Court of the United Stales and said she
would like to add a few wonds to an argument

 which had just been made. Chief Justice Walte |

said to her, “You may proceed, and the matter ns
to whether & woman lawyer can speak in the
Rapreme Court of our land is forever settled.”
The Clackamas Democrat adds: “One by one the
cobwebs of prejudice and discrimination are being
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service above mentioned was all we had; bug it

and that made money. He has his profits, his

-

[Fram the New York Sun.]

Mrs. Clara Colby, of Nebraska, read a very sen-
sible paper before the Women's Congress at Bos-
ton on the ills which attend the life of the farmer's
wife, Her pictulés of the characteristics of exist-
ence on a farm were drawn chiefly from observa-
tion of the farming communities of the West and
of the far West; but the life she deséribes is little
different from that we see in the agricultural por-
tions of even the oldest States at the East.

There is the same monotony, the same sechuston,
and the same lack of wholesome frietion with
society, whether the detached farm is in Nebraska
or in New York, and the daily routine in the one
place is very like that in the other. Moreover,
we must remember that our great farming regions
are no longer at the East; that the richest grana-
ries of the country and of the world are not now
in the Genesee Valley, but in Minnesota and be-
yond,

*NMrs. Colby first spoke of early marriages as
fruitful of many troubles. Matrimony s easily
undertaken' in rural life, and the country girl as-
sumes the cares of a household and of maternity
at an age When eity and village girls are still at
school. Her health is likely to break down in
consequence, her nerves to beeome shattered, and
the herdships which severe poverty adds to the
many which are necessarily incident to farm life in
its beginning make her old prematurely, and she
may add another to “the long list of farmers'
wives who are found Tn our lusane asylums.”

When a country boy thinks of starting out for
himself in life, Kis first care is to look out for a

and, if he is a likely young fellow, he is not apt to
find it hard to win a helpmeet. He is not after
money, nor a fine social alliance. All he wants is
a wife, and because he has nothing to offer but his
heart the girl is none the less ready to accept him.

Worldly ounllderltlnnl do not affect her choice of
A husband,

8he receives a cow and a feather bed as her
dowry, and he gets a team from his father as his

: Trapitat hr-business—after_having given his work.
was away from town, and_Rev. Mr. Burchett of-

undérparental wmuthority up to the age of twenty-
one. This, Mrs. Colby says, is the common cus-
tom throughout the region of which she knows,
and it is substantiallythe same as that prevalent
in the-old States, _

The couple may begin house-keeping on a rented
farm, one-third of the produeé¢ of which comes to
them for their toil. If they get more than a bare
subsistence, it muut be an exceptionally good year
for creps a and p !’erhsr some of the young
men may be uhl(- to buy their own farms, or make
a first payment on them. In the East the oldest
and in the West the younjgest son generally stays
at the homestead; but the life is apt to be irksome
to him, and at last he plucks up courage and goes
after his brothers to new flelds In the West.

The most eastern States for these ploneers now-
adays are Jowa and Minnesota, but the chief ob-
Jective points are Dakota, !\vhmkn. Kansas and
Texas. Dug-outs, unhealthy and gloomy at the

1 best, may be their first habitation, and even when

houses wre bullt, they are small, inconvenient,
and finished only by degrees. The women's work
in them is peculiarly trying. ‘‘No one only famlil-

Llar with the comfostable homesteads of the East

ean form any conception of what farming is to the
Western woman, The fuel is not under cover,
the water is hard to draw. When the land Is |
bought, and-not homesteaded, there are the pay-
ments to be met; and until the land Is clear, the
farmer feels that nothing must be expended for
eomforts in the house.”

Debt and poverty rest over these home. Over-
work breaks down the women, who may rebel
pgainst the hardships of their lives, and seek to
ehange thei by escaping from the bonds of mat-
rimony. “Divorees are frightfully common
among the farmers of the West,” M. Colby tells
uws, And evén when the farmer's wife sees her
husband gaining in prosperity she finds no lessen-
ing of ber arduous labors,—They may rather in-
crease, ‘‘More stock, more grain and fruit, more
help to thefarmer, all these mean more work to
| the woman. Bhe ean seldom procure help, for
L such as there is naturally seeks the town.!” Be-
sides taking care of the house and children, she
maust look after the poultry,and, her husband hav-
jng no time to “potter'” In the garden, she must
plant, hoe, nndpu}ermhvmubl- as she
ndlforthe table. Bhe Is cook, nurse, wash-

, choreshoy, gardener, all in one. Bhe loses
md for her personal appearance, and perhaps
—f becomes-an untidy drudge, careless of beauty in
herself or her surroundings, “Anything will do
at home or is good enough for the family, They
live, as they td_lxou, s dog's life of it, but with-
out a thought that they are in any way rupond
blé for their wretchedness.”"

They do not even have the diversion and cxclle-

1

wife among the nelghboring girls.  Perhaps there.
are not many competitors to interfere with him,
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the husband makes the purchases, even to pro-
curing his wife's dresses, while she rarely or
never has control of a dollar. The wife remains &
child in finance, and if she s ever intrusted withe
the shopping, she does it awkwardly and un-
wisely.”” She may get to a town twice a year;
her nearest neighbor may be miles away; the
loneliness of the farm life drives the daughters to
town to work, and leaves the'mother to still
greater loneliness at home, “in which, perhaps,
the spirit chafes until it breaks the bounds of
reason.'

An barly marriage has prevented her getting
sufficient schooling, and she is lamentably defi-
clent in intellectual resources. Bhe knows noth-
ing of hyglene, and only a stout constitution can
resist the hard usage to which she subjects her
hesllh with Indigestible food and impure air.
What little social intercourse she has may serve
to add to her labors rather than to relieve them;
for when she entertains, she is overcome with the
work of providing a profusion of food for her
company, and ‘‘the extra fuss necessitates extra
stinting afterward.”

This is & gloomy pleture certainly, and the life
it holds up to us is one devoid of all those graces
and beauties which make existence tolerable to a
person of refinement or social tastes. And yet,
that it truthfully represents the circumstances of
the lives of many thousand furmers' wives, there
ean be no question. Their hard lot and the dreary
monotony and coarse toil of their existence are
told in their haggard faces and dull eyes,

But what is the remedy ? Mrs. Colby advocates
the establishment of agricultural colleges iIn
every State, with free tultion for both men and
women, for, by the census of 1870, there were over
20,000 women in the United Btates engaged in
agricultural pursuits, besides five million farmers’
wives. She would also have calleges of domestic
economy for girls, where the proper prepamtion
of food, care of the health and dwelling, and
household thrift should be taught. *The educated
woman will manage more economically, govern
more wisely, and work more advantageously, be-
sides having a better time in doing it.” She ——
should also be stimulated to interest herself in
the county agricultural soclety, and these socte-
ties should become a guild dooking after the wel-
fare of their individual members, men and women
both. “The grange might have been such a guild
had it not undertaken to manage the politics and
the finances of the Nation ; yet even this has been
a great edueator to woman In districts where it
has been successfully established.” e

There is no class in the country whose moral

Jand_intellectual improvement needs more care

than these farmers’ wives, and none “whose social
wanis are so lll-supplied.

The SBan Francisco Chronicle speaks as follows:
of the case of Geo, A. Wheeler,'whé choked to
death his sister-in-law, with whom he had been
criminally intimate: “One very unusual elr-
cumstance connected with the forthcoming trial
is that two women attorneys will appear in the
ease, Mrs, Clara Foltz has been engaged to as-
sist the prosecuting attorney, and Mrs, Laura
DeForce Gordon to assist the defense. The two
women were once close friends, sleeping in the
same bed, but lately a coldness sprang up between - ;
them. —In the recent political campaign they
were rivals on the political stump.” The Tele-
| gram of this ecity says: “Mm. Foltz s well
known in this State, and; being an uncompromis-
ing exponent and defender of the rights of women,
will doubtless prove a valuable auxiliary In
showing that one of these rights does not consist
in being ehoked to death by a jealous paramour.'”

A correspondent in Ireland ‘“blushes for his sex'”
when he sees the employment of women, young-
and old. They are patient drudges, staggering
over the bogs with heavy creels of turf on thelr
backs, or elimbing the slopes from the sea shore,
laden like beasts of burden, with the heavy, sand-
trodden, dripping sea weed, or undertaking long
Jjourneys on foot into the market towns, earrying
with them welghty hampers of farm produce.

A New Orleans lawyer, in arguing a divoree
suit; held that a husband had a legal right to -
make his wife stand in & corner with a elothespin
on her nose. “If such mild means of enforcing
obedience are forbidden,” he sald, “what Is to -
become of the husband’'s authority as the masfer-
of the household ?

The young daughter of the King and Queen of
the Netheriands cannot inherit the throne beeause
of the Salte lsw, which in some parts of F:ump
prohibits the throne to a woman.

Mrs. Helen E. Cunningham, of Elmira, N. Y.,
has recovered $700 from a liguor firm, the com-
plaint being an injury to means of support in
consequence of liquor sold to her husband.




