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CHAPTER XIV.

reading world has not yet
the tearful holocaust that liuked

with ita burning tongue the canvas-
built city, where tens of thousands ol
human beings had temporarily stored
their all. The city burned like timler.

I was at first benumbed with fright;
but as I saw the clear, thin flames creep
up the sides of the cotton wall where
my children lay, I forgot the fear of my
legal protector In tbe greater passion of
mother love that nerved me to save the
little ones. I remembered, loo, that
my boarders were all locked asleep, in
the restful slumber that generally pre
cedes the approaching dawn. Seizing
both my little ones in my slender
arms, I ran shrieking here und there In
the night wind, soorchiug my face
sometimes, and sometimes getting so
near tbe flaming tents that baby Gerald
would scream with fright and pain, and
finally so far succeeding in raising a
general alarm that of the
sleepers In the Azara House, not one
found a fiery grave.

I do not think it was half an hour
from the time I had first heard that
noise, like the friction of striking
matches, before my hotel walls were
reduced to a film of white ashes, with
which tbe cruel wind sported in
frenzy of demouiacal glee. Then there
was hurrying to and fro in the lurid
light of tbe greedy flames, ami shrieks
and yells and loud-voice- d orders filled
tbe air.

I repaired alone to a sand-hil- l, under
the lee side of which I crept with my
shivering little ones, and watciied the
war of the devouring elements with
feeling of awe.

In Melbourne I bad sometimes heart!
tbe ominous tones of the lire alarm, and
I was interested, even then, iu the mad
havoc made by flame uuchained, but
now that tbe realization of what the
Are-fien- d may do when man gives over
the reins that usually control 1dm to
tbe custody of the wild winds of heaven
was upon me, and I felt more than ever
in my life before the Impotence of hu-

manity in its might, as contrasted with
the po were of the universe when in their
fury.

1 have toiu you before that I was
nothing If not religious. I felt pecu-
liarly devotional that morning, as I
crouched beside my children, while the
din as of fierce Inferno rent the heaud
waves of air as they rushed past my
precarious place of refuge; and I said
aloud, in tbe words of tbe Psalmist,
" 'When I consider heavens, the work
of thy Augers, and the moon and stars
which thou hast created, Lord, what is
man, that tbiHJ art mindful of him, or
t ie sou of man, that thou visilest
him?'"

After a while the red sun rose in his
stately majesty aud gased upon the
scene through a eloud of smoke so dense
as to almost obscure his rays.

Ah, what a spectacle that morning's
sun belieiui ieu, use demons, were
hurrying to and fro, bent upon plunder
and gain. Men, like messengers of
mercy, were hurrying here and there,
trying with the aid of militia to pre-
serve from rapacious robbers the prop
erty tbe fire-fien- d had failed to devour.
'Women, with disheveled hair and scant
clothing, were searching among the
ruins of their hornet for jewels, gold,
and silver, and whatever else the lire--

fiend might fait to destroy. Ami all the
time great heavy clouds of newly-mad- e

smoke roue here and there iu the dis
tance, ami hung gloomily over the
freshly-doome- d portions of the stricken
city; aud then great tongues of tire
would dart upward from beneath the
overshadowing mass, creating anew
terrible holocaust, majestically grand
and awfully beautiful.

"I'm hungry," said baby Gerald, as
he nestled close to me, while his pinched
lips quivered In tbe chill breeze from
which tbe waves of heat had fled.

This was tbe first word that brought
me to my senses. Hungry! Surely
enough he was, and yet what had
wherewith to feed bimT

"Walt till papa comes, darling,"
answered, while a great lump row iu
my throat, and a weight of more limit
mortal agony tugged at my heart.

"I dou't like papa. He's c'on" ex-

claimed tbe child.
"Don't say that, pet; It's naughty,

said I, feeling, even as I spoke, that
was guilty of a falsehood.

"But he makes you e'y, and when he
oomed our house was burud-ed,- " was
bis response.

"Well, never iniud, darling. Juet
see!"

And I pointed to a spot iu the dis-

tance, over which a dense mass of
newly-rise- n smoke hung like a monster
pall of blackness.

Look!" I said, to avert my child's
attention. "Pretty boon you'll see a
bright blaze there."
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"I don't want to see b'axes. I 'snt
mybefaw" was the pitiful rejoinder.

With this-ueb- y Ethel also raised the
ery for food. But the excitement of the
(last twelve hours bad exhausted the
maternal fount, ami I had no nourirh-ine- ut

for her.
Something must, be itoue, and that

quickly. For myself T dW net care, at
I tope was dead, or paralyzed, aud I
could only look forwaril to a life of mis-

ery, which I felt that I would be only
too glad lo end, but I could not see my
children Miner.

And then I realized that we were all
three arrayed In nothing but our night
clothe. I had, from force of habit, eu- -

caeed my Itare feet Iu a pair of slippers
as soon as frightened from my bed; bat
the children's feet were entirely unpro-
tected, and our thin muslin night w raps
were by no means presentable at street
apparel. But they were all we had, and
I accepted the situation with lees em-

barrassment than I should have felt had
not by Mr. Maiue, one tlie

and remorse of the
begrimed I todies.

There was a of tbe con-

taining a number of more substantial
the temporarily erected
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the hurrying throng,
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Mr. Mcl'herson, chief of the govern-
ment bureau of engraving ami printing,
has again been before House com-

mittee ou banking, opposing the efforts
of the New York bank note companies,
who wish lo divide the printing of gov-

ernment nrooey. That the goveruiueiit
cau do all its own printing cheaper and
belter than to divide it, no oue who lis-

tens to pro con arguments can
nnK ...ee-i-
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lot,
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aud lator should wish to give the--e private
corporations share of it. Nothing is
to be gained In any respect by the gov-

ernment under division of its printing,
while the dangers of loss counter-'feltin- g

are most materially increased.
sound made by the bank
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matrimony the grounds of cruelty
Iviclcmav be compared to theclebched

her head, compelled her to assent to tlie
cereraooy, she being at the time only
fifteen years of age. Mendez denies all
her allegations of eruelty, compulsion,
etc. She was a schoolgirl, and he a
Spaniard attending the Catholta College

al Georgetown. Bith were quite young
and liaudsocie, and the marriage seems
to have been a childish act, to which
no sane clergyman should have beeu a
tarty. Theone who performed the cere

mony seems to have been one of our
street preachers.

Con hati taken another step
toward the completion of the Washing-
ton monument by an appropriation
strengthening its foundations. It now
seems that the work will go forward,
and that soon we will tbe present

preservation from rWHw.Mkm

upon

front

appropriated

terrogattvely.

n'le

gress

sach

setts,

Kress

disgrace as it stands. The debate
this last appropriation shows that many
npposiug Congressmen know nothing
about facts iuvolved, aud are averse
to completion of the monumeut because
au "arch," or something of thrtt nature,
would be a more beiltting memorial of
the fatlutr of our country. Ben Butler
squelched one of these by some sarcastic
queries in regard to the place to be
spanned by the "arch," aid desired to
know if the "arch" was lo b similar to
that exhibited by the "calico" fence at
lite entrance to the Capitol grounds.
Tlie roars of laughter induced bis
wit silenced all opposition, aud the
House made the desired appropriation.
Now we hope Anieriea will have one
finished monumeut. A foreigner once
charged that it is characteristic of

America to project a monument, it
well under headway, aud then aban-
don it. Fbux.

Washington, D. April o, 1878.

Scenes and Sight Abroad.

The women of San Francisco who are
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lea seil at a moderate rent, to
small others to single men,
aud others still to luboriug women. The
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fire, or dish -- wash ing, which
every woman knows is the disagreeable
part. This shirt-mak- er has an

and they both told me that they
lived well ou and

rents week each, ami in-

cluded, les than fifty cents a day.
Now, to be hiief, putting this and that
tteether. sud

ami house-keepin- g on the
plan, with management, what

because Impossibility
their . plan

dollar each one hundred women
men, or both, judiciously managed,
would soou assume giganl proportions.

Eloie Jose Mer-
cury.

Robert Iiigersoll answered
thus a who ivsked in the
other dy if believed hereafter:

not I a great
ship. I what port she left

whither She may
down with

sunny port

applies for the bonds than that they lived.'IiI home the

Correspondents writing over signa-
tures mart names to
Editor, or no attention will given to
communications.

Maria Theresa.
Maria Theresa, Empress-Quee- n of

Bohemia and the daugh-
ter of the Emperor Charles VI., who,
losing his only sou, constituted her tbe
heirest of his dominions. She was bom
in 1717,. and the aueof mneleeu mar-
ried Francis Lorraine; aud tlie
death of ber father, 1749, ascended
the 2Cosoner had she obtained

envied, though situa-
tion, than the princes

ber dominions all sides; and
she being safety at Vienna,
fled for protection to her

She assembled the states, and
herself before them with her

infant her addressed them iu
in the memorable

words: by my friends, per-
secuted by enemies, attacked by
my nearest relations, I
resource than fidelity, your
courage, and my own constancy. I com-
mit care king,

safety yur pro-
tection." At the spectacle the
and of their young queen,
Hungarians, a warlike people, drew
tbeir swords, and exclaimed, as
one voice: "We will die for our queen,
Maria Theresa." Au army was assem-
bled, aud tlie queen, who bad two pow-
erful supporters ber rare talents,
the of her people, recovered several
i in porta places, the kings England
and Sardinia espoused lier rauee; vaud,

eight Maria Theresa
was confirmed iu her rights by the peace
of 1748. She then directed her attention
lo reairiug the which war had
occasioned; tbe arts encouraged

commerce extended. posts
Trieste ami Sirum opened all nations,
ami Leghorn extended her

tlie Levant East Indies. Tbe
city Vii-un- a was enlarged ami embel-
lished, and mauufacturiesof cloth, porce-
lain, silks, etc., were established in its
vast suburbs. To encourage science,
the erected nuiversilies aud

throughout ber dominions, one
wnich Vieuua bears her

founded for drawing, scult-lur- e,

ami formed li-

braries ami Iiispruck,
raised observatories
Vienna, Uralz, ami Tieruau.

Ill 1756 the torch war was again
kindled. Slid was unextinguished till

the treaty Hubertstmargh
placed the atlairs Germany
the same fuolinif as lief war: the

list. uey msv Theresa
was electing her son, kiug of the
itoiuaits 1761 next aheex- -
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writing from Jefferson,
Ohio, the Senator WudVs last
illness, relates the following:

At only one time during his illness
was delirious or unconscious what
was going about him, and that was
one night when his condition hail
changed slightly for the worse. was
nbont nine o'clock, nMiis wile inquired
tl a drlnK water, tie
gazed steadily up into her face for a few
moments, then whispered feebly:

"Have everything ready for me?"
Upon beingqiiestioned as his mean-

ing, replied:
"Why, don't you know I dead,

aud my funeral occurs in the morning
eight o'clock
Nothing could said that would

change this slrauge idea, spoke
about the same manner bis

Henry, who entered shortly after.
the morning he again asked his wife
all the preparations for his burial
elgm o'clock made.

"You cannot buried eight
o'clock, Iteeause it is after that now,"
she replied.

After thinking a few minutes lie be-

came rational, ami the illusion was im-

mediately dispelled. speaking
Uie matter afterward, he said:

must have been dreaming have
talked that way."

Kiso's Mistress There was
civil marriage between ltosina aud the

King Italy. Hence, claims she
can have whatever, since law
does not recognize religions ceremonies;
and Victor Emmanuel made will.

could accomplished the way die ean ouly receive what the present
ameliorating tlie condition oi tving may ct loose gtve her, though
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many jewels, which, or course, remain
iu her own possession. She never was-see-

at any of tbe courts; the hatred
and seorn felt for her by the royal fam-
ily are thoroughly shared by the nation.
She is a byword of contempt and de-
testation. To such u strength do these
feelings rise that her son, young Mia-flo- ri,

is black-balle- d in any club be tries
to enter, is insulted openly in the army,
and is scarcely received iu any society.

Faith is generally represented as
bedraggled female clinging to a

rock, but for simple, trusting,
nn.i.iiii.1 f.iitt. itnint us to an editor

Ido not know.
may

paying itostage'ou the paper of a delii -
It is uo more strange that men should quetitsubscriber. Brookcdle umocrm.
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