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The Old House.

The old house was slowly dropping to
pieces about young people. Yet, for
all that, they as happy as though
it a palace building up about them.
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the loveliness of the virgin world
become a twice-tol- d tale, that are
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her hair, more dazzling than her smile:
a lovely little soul and body, enjoying
every moment of life, aud making it
precious to every one within her influ-
ence. She never thought of grumbling
that the house was bhabby aud uie ioou:.h.i.i.put ueneu th doo
when there was no dainty, and when
the roof leaked, moved her bed to an-

other room where it did not leak so
badly. Every timber in the old
was dear to her, and she never asked
for a better. No wonder everybody
loved Rose Marks in general, and her
cousin Roger loved her especial; not her
cousin, that is, if you demand the literal
fact, but her step-mother- 's nephew, yet
always a cousin, and always
loved like a brother. A brother? Well,
no, not exactly. People are not so very
apt to think whether or no their broth-
ers will like this ribbon or that flower,
to blush damask if their brothers catch
them gazing at themselves intently, to
pout at an inattention from their broth-
ers, or to have their hearts beat like
wild-fir- e at a touch of the brother's

These children were all alone in
the old bouse now, for Mr. Marks and
his wife had followed the elder children,
who had died when the great typhus
epidemic raged some ten years ago; the
old servant, who had never forsaken
them, had gone her way too at last; und
Louis, one day taking the ancient plate,
bad sold it for enough to iusure the
house for a term of five years, and for-
mally resigning all right and title in it
to Rose, had bade her and Roger good-
bye, aud had gone to seek his fortune. So
Rose kept the old house as best she could,
and Roger paid her a regular board
from his little salary as clerk of theonly
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