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Intro (I action.
Very nearly twenty years ago the author of

the following story, having always lived upon
a farm, and being wholly Ignorant of all prac
tical knowledge of the literary world, her asso
ciations confined to the illiterate and strug-
gling pioneers of the land of her adoption, con-
celved tbe idea of entering in some way the
world's arena of letters. Being possessed of
fertile Imagination, Imperfect education, affec-

tionate nature, feeble strength, and romantic
disposition, and having encountered many
strange experiences "which made her tired and
old before her time," Mrs. Dunlway compiled
her crude ideas In the form of a novel, many,
and Indeed all the lmportantincldents thereof,
being founded upon facts, so grouped as to form
a connected story. She has been Induced to

the work In these columns, partly
because of a desire to revise and correct the
original work of both herself and the publisher.
and partly because so often urged to do so by
subscribers, that she feels under obligation to
accede to theirdemands.

Dedication.
To the Ploneers-o- Oregon, and to all friends

of the great Northwest who desire to awaken
an Interest In our State and Washington Terri-
tory in the minds ol tbe thousands of dwellers
in the frigid climate of Eastern winters and
the torrid temperature of Eastern summers,
this revised relic of the reminiscences of her
youth is respectfully dedicated, by

The Author.

CHAPTER XIX

"Oh, Herbert ! guess my surprise !"
and Effle held up a letter to her brother's-

-view, a few days after their return
to Oregon City.

"A letter with a Valley Brook post-
mark ? Let me see it."

"Yes. A letter from Mrs. Stanton
with compliments to you, and an apology
for neglecting us so long. They are
coming to tbe exhibition in June."

"Read the letter, wont you, sis?"
"Mr Bright-eve- d Bltje-beli- ,: My mani

fold duties for tbe day are done, and with a
pleasure only equaled by my desire to see you.I
take up my pen, lately so seldom used for this
purpose, determined to redeem my character by
writing all that may be or Interest to you. ir
you knew of the tasks that I dally perform , that
knowledge would be a sufficient apology for my
seeming neglect, but as you are not expected to
be acquainted with tbe duties ofa mother, and
the wife ofa frontier farmer, you will probably
be Interested in my experience as such a'conse-quentl- al

personage.'
"Long years have passed since I was last per-

mitted to behold your sunny face. Each of us
have had trials, but each has received count-
less blessings from Him who watches over
us all.

"In the autumn of 1S32, we settled here upon
a section of land, and began with but little of
this world's possessions, besides our willing
hands, healthy bodies, and a square mile of
real estate.

"We now have a good farm, well improved,
are surrounded by many of the luxuries of life,
and are what our neighbors call rich. In five
years, I have made with my own bands more
than two. thousand pounds of butter for mar-
ket, besides doing all my other work washing,
ironing, sewing, mending and cooking most
of the time ln summer for a'half-doze- D men,
and being sole nurse of my two children, who
are models ot beauty and good health, (I would
add 'goodness,' but you might think me Inca-
pable of Judging, as I am a partial witness). 1

wonder what my Eastern friends will think
when they get my letters, for I assure you that
I have boasted a good deal ln my late messages
to them of what I have performed as a farm-
er's wife.

"Jly father-in-la- Dr. Stanton, arrived on
the last steamer. He Is a dignified, aristocratic
old gentleman, has but little to say to me, but
Is agreeable with the children, who are very
fond of him. Now that we do not need his
help, he has come to us and given all his pos-
sessions Into our hands. Maurice would not
keep them for himself, but bequeathed all to
Flora and Henry, except five thousand dollars,
with which he headed a subscription for
erecting a church and 'seminary at "Valley
Brook. He says if we were still poor, the doc
tor would not deign to help ns, and when we
don't need his services", we won't accept them.
The doctor Is a profound scholar, and though
we differ ln many theories, I can learn much
from his conversation when he is ln a commu
nicative mood. He has consented to aid me ln
the magazine enterprise, and with his help and
Maurice's, I hope to succeed in what I am de
signing soon to undertake.

"Mrs."W"eldenllves near ValteyBrook, about
a mile Irom here. You ought to see how happy
she Is with her children. Howard is a fine,
manly boy of eleven; Lucy, a lovely little
creature ot nine; buf Johnny Is the favorite of
the household. Mrs. Welden says that lf her
husband had lived to see their children so no-
ble, she would have few things now to trouble
her. You remember the black woman she .met
at Lagrange. She received a letter from her
master, Mr. Harris, a short time since, stating
that she was dead, and that her last prayer had
been offered In behalf ot 'little Miss Meggie.

" "We have a Farmer-Gra- y sort of a neighbor
hood here; attend church regularly ln the log
school-hous- e, and have any amountofold fash
ioned singing-school- s. The women, generally
speaking, care for nothing but making butter
and cheese, and raising chickens tor market,
besides making patch-wor- k quilts, and 'goln'
to meetlnv The men like horse-race- s, corn
whisky, big yams and tobacco.- - They consider
a select few, ourselves among the number, as
oeing very conventional; but we treat them
well, and lf they don't fancy our mode of life,
they have no reason to tell us so. The elrls and
boys from ten years old and upward care for
balls, backwoods play-partie- s, and getting
married, more than for anything else. But
schools are multiplying, and society Is growing
better every year. I hope the rising generation'
of youthful Oregonlans will be an Improve
ment on uie o.o. ironiler stock. Ilookeomnla.
cently at two specimens of the former, who
will, I hope, be exceptions to the general rule
u. wuiuonii; wmi uugnt CO be ln DantaleUp.
and men(?) who ought to be arrayed In checked
aprons, ciphering ln addition on --the village
u.acKDoaro.

"I suppose you are wondering It Tarn the
same wild romp I used to be. X answer, yea.
"When all healthy, out-do- creatures cease to
romp and plajf ln their own way, then I will
sit down fn the rocking-chai- r, when not In bed
or over the cook-stov- e, mop or wash-ta- and

see If Icant be dull too. But while everything
animate rejoices, and all nature wears such
charming smiles of loveliness, I shall laugh,
and ride horses, and Jump ropes, and climb
hills, no matter what prudish matrons may
say, or how much Sirs. Mays warns Martha
Martin to beware of my conduct. Do you re

and, meanwhile, he could where. Venus-lik- e form
broideries trom Yankee i. into womanhood, upon

'Polly,' pleasantly.'I'm . - . f
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the physical occupancy or giving it up.

It is said that the water supply of Phil-
adelphia will not be sufficient to serve
more than half the' people who will go
to the Centennial; but a good many of
the other half will be mighty glad of
that excuse.

"Doctor," asked a convalescent,, "can
I eat a bit of pork-cho- p or bacon this
morning ?" "Hardly," replied theMed-Icu- s;

"to eat the chop would be rash,
and tbe bacon rasher."

The Mllwaukle Sentinel remarks that
i'it often puzzles the doctors of this city
to tell whether they have a case of
mumps or a musquito bite."


