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I. 4KKXCK AKI BLAXOHE.

We will now transport tlio reader to
Bridgeport to Blanche's honic once
more. Christmas and New Years have
come ami gone, but they were very dif-
ferently passed from what Blanche had
anticipated, for she had expected to
have spent them in Xew York with So-

nora and her cousin Cordelia; but "man
appoint ami God disappoints."

Since the death of Gracie there had
been an addition to the small family at
tlie "Homestead." Grandpa and Grand-
ma Marsh lmd insir-te- upon their
daughter-in-la- w bringing her remain-
ing children, and making her home
with them, which the disconsolate
woman was glad to do, as she could not
bear to remain in Norwich, which
place reminded her too fully of the loss
fche had sustained. Blanche, therefore,
had a eomimnkHi again, though a fitr
different one front Gracie.

Cordelia Marsh had been petted and
spoiled from her infancy. .She had
been named after a wealthy lady, who
educated her, hi? wo hare seen before,
Naturally a very high-tempere- d, spir-
ited girl, she could not bear to be crossed
in any way, ami the gentle Gracie and
her too fond mother had allowed her to ;

have her own way in everything, till at'
last she proved a source of great anxiety
and trouble to them. She was of an
indolent turn, and would sit for hours
lazily poring over tlie pages of some fas-

cinating novel. In vain had her moth-
er and dear, good sister reasoned with
iier. All their persauston seemed of no
avail, for she seemed only to take de-

light when in the society of some vain
and worldly persons whose theme was
fashion. She was a tall and rather
handsome brunette, with a stop as lofty
and majestic as a queen. Blanche was
delighted at having her for a companion
and friend. "She has no such scruples
about what is right' and wrong as some
others, and will be an excellent one to
confide in and help me win the love of
him I worship." j5o madly reasoned
site to herself.

Tlie death of her sweet cousin lmd not
softened her heart nor caused her to
banish the idea of obtaining that which
certainly belonged to another.

Eighteen months from tlie time we
first became acquainted with Clarence
Pierpont we meet him again, and this
time a guest of Grandma Marsh's, ami-d- ear

old soul! she thinks nothing too
good for the child of her long-lo- st and
early loved friend.

lie had arrived the day Iwfore New
Years, and had been tliere but two days,
when we will again take tlie liberty of
becoming cognizant of his allairs. A
bright fire bums upon the hearth
of the same old but elegant "Franklin"
which had faithfully done its duty for
the last forty years, and whoso heavy,
brass-boun-d fender and highly polished
andirons had glistened as tho flames
illuminated the old parlor, while the
youthful hearts and merry faces
gathered around its clieering influence
and listened to the tales of "Bed Riding
Hood," "Babes in the "Woods," and
other stories suited to their childish
years; and then again these same ones
sat there as the tales of love and ro-

mance had been poured into their will-

ing oars; but now the scene is changed.
Though the fire burns as bright as then,
and everything looks the same, still the
hearts that beat within that gay young
couple who sit there alone beat uot like
those of yore.

The family have all sought repose,
with the exception of Cordelia, who lies
iffbed, deeply absorbed in the myster-
ies of "Ernest Maltravcrs," and await-iu- g

Blanche's appearance, leaving the
latter alone with Clarence.

"So Sonera is really to be married in
April?" aed Clarence, as she laid
down her lwok and was pretending to
retire.

"Do not go yet. Sit down. IshouhT
like very much to speak with vou a few
moments."

Blanehe. who had in reality no idea
of leaving, turned awl seated herself,while her heart bounded within her

"Yes , the time is appointed and I amto be bridesmaid," answered she, as she
rocked to and fro in grandmother's high
back chair, while herlittleslipper rested
upon tho edge of the fender.

"My dream is over, then, at last,"
sighed Clarence, looking mournfully at
the fire. "I never thought Sono'ri
would prove thus false, though I wished
her to obey her mother, and by doing so
J relinquished all claim to her hand at

present, though I thought she loved
me well enough to have waited a few
year?, when all might have turned out
right. But I see I was mistaken."
Then, looking at Blanche, he continued

'Think me not impertinent, dear
Blanche, by qucslionlng you thus close,
for it is a subject which is dear to my
heart. As you are her dearest and
most confidential friend, you seem the
most appropriate one to ask. Ifas
she over mentioned my name to vou
sinco I left?"

"Novor of her own accord ; but when
I would laughingly joke her upon the
subjeet she would laugh and toss her
head and say. '0, school girl fancies are
not "very lasting,'" replied Blanche,
falsely.

Clarence seemed like one in a dream
for a few moments, as he dropped Ills
head upon his hand, exclaiming:
"Lost! lost!" Then rallying his feel
ings, he mid:

"I wish I was sure she was going to
marry somebody who was worthy of
her and who would make her happy.
Infatuated girl ! Can it be possible that
she loves Norman Mcintosh, who is so
different from her in every respect?
But surely she would not wed one whom
she did not love !"

That she loves Norman I cannot truly
say, but then he has that which will
sometimes buy love, though it never
could buy mine," replied Blanche, in an
insinuating tone.

"I never thought this of her," said
Clarence, rising and pacing the floor.
Then, seating himself beside Blanche,
he took her hand within Ills own:
"Blanche, dear Blanche, I love you as a
sister, ami as her friend, and may you
never kuow the anguish which rends
my heart ! To love, and not be loved in
return ! And yet I cannot bring my
mind to believe Hint this is so! She
whoseomed the very type of truth and
honor to trillo witli my affections thus!
Blanche, you have never loved. You
know not the first bewildering passion
which sweeps over the soul and causes
it to forget all else save the one object it
loves, but then" and his voice was
husky with emotion "to find that ob- -

jeel false! Ah! ovcu the strong man
must weep ! But, Blanche, hear mo.
still. I have loved her witli a love
which will cease but in death. I change
not tell her so. Toll her I remain true,
aud can repeat her own wowls, 'Hers
and no other,' for I can never love an-

other. Tell her I still pray for her hap
piness, and that if we never meet on
earth again, I hope we may in Heaven,
where all will stand on equal footing,
the poor as well as the rich !"

Blanche had remained ntl this time
as still and pale as a marble statue, un-

til, as he finished speaking, she leaned
heavily back in the chair, murmuring,
"Never loved ! never loved ! O, my
God !" while the great tear-dro- rolled
down her cheeks.

"What is tlie matter, Blanche? For-
give me if, in 1113' excitement, I said
aught to wound your pcrhajH too sensi-
tive heart. But you would not, could
not blame me could you realize the
truth of those words:

Tlx sweet to love If you oan know
Tlie one you love Is true;
Itot, ah ! then convex the hitler ptK
Tlie one you love, loves not you ! "

"Spare me! spare me! Clareucc Pier-
pont!" exclaimed Blanche, pressing
her bauds to her brow, and for a mo-

ment she remained perfectly quiet.
Then arising she mid: "Another lime
I will listen. Good night," and giving
one long look, which spoke more than
her lips dared, she rushed from the
room, leaving Clarence perfectly bewil-
dered.

"What can this excitement mean?"
asked lie of himself. "Perhaps Sonora
has confided more to her than she Is
willing to tell, aud perhaps sho feels for
her friend. But, no ! this cannot be, for
she gave me to understand that I was
forgotten. Perhaps but no, how fool-

ish! perhaps she loves me! But sure
ly not. She, the ricli heiress, who has
had so many admirers, stoop to love a
poor student ! No, it cannot be !"

As Blanche entered her room, Cor- -
uuiiu my down her book and in her
usual languid tone said : "Why, you did
not sit up very long witli yoUr adora- -
uie. un, 1111s is fo interesting!" she
added, all in a breath.

Blanche made no reply, but throwing
uerseu across me ueu, souhed aloud

"Why, what is the matter, cousin?"
exclaimed Cordelia, raising up. "Are
you ill?"

"Yes, sick at heart! O, unhappy
Blanche!" exclaimed she passionately.
"Never loved! never loved! Would to
God I had not ! O, Delia, he loves me
not as I would he loved, but as a sister
as Iter friend. "Would that I were dead!
Mv heart, yes, my very soul, is bound
up in that man ; and then to hear him
say that he loves me as a friend that I
cauuot feel a3 he feels because I never
loved, and that he loves Sonora and her
only, aud will never wed another! O,
let me die! O, let medic!" screamed
the excited girl.

Such feeling as this was utterly un-

known to the passionless, languid form
that reclined upon the edge of the
bed, and who" looked on perfectly
amazed.

"I would not cry for the best man
living. Blanche, come, think no more
about him. If he cannot lovo vou. whv.

lit is no fault of his. Come, undre?s

yourself, and I will tell you about
'Ernest Maltravers.'"

"O, do not torture me by offering such
consolation as that, Delia, just as if one
could help their feelings!" exclaimed
Blanche impatiently. "You have never
seen one for whom you cared anything,
nor do I believe you ever will."

"No, I hope not, I am sure, if it re-

quires much exertion. But, dear Coz, if I

cannot console you, I will try and go to
sleep," and turning upon lior pillow,
she was soon dozing, while Blanche re-

mained in the same position, moaning
and talking to herself, till at last she
fell into a heavy slumber, from which
she was awakened by the cock's crow-
ing, announcing that day-brea- k was at
hand.

Arising, she laved her face and eyes,
and prepared to dress for breakfast, but

. .... elooKingiariiiiiercnt.y.rom uibwbi w
before. Her face was pale as marble
and eyes sunken, while a sickly smile
plaved about her mouth, her whole
countenance betraying that some heavy
conflict had taken place within. She
had at last gained the victory and be-

came mistress of her feelings once more;
but she was no longer the same girl.
Her dream of love, though short, was
over, and none know it, none susjiected
it, even the object it; at least he it profanation

bo-lo- the hu-kne- w

not, and this belief riie ; named
mnuHy amQS lmpcrjsIm,Ie

happy. "Who think
Voor though she tried hard i

win the lover of her dearest friend,
though she had even stooped false- -
hood, still her hopcu had been frustrated ;

ere they had scarcely matured, without.
however, doing serious injurv to .

cither of the opposi le parlies, though I

;

she might have been the means ofmak
ing both her vonnsr friends hearts liat- -

pier by letting them know the state of
chcii ouiers icciiugs. i rom uiui morn- - i

ing Blanche was au altered person,... ...wit wore i
so ralm.ITl.M

serene look seemed to have settled upon
her handsome features; md her step
had lost it's buoyancy, though It was
as graceful as ever; but 1M

learned her first lesson, and well did she
profit by it in after years, for she had j

begu
aud to wlion
pointed her.
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Letter Prom the Big Tree. ,
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TIIK SIZBOF TREES. ;

Bia Titnns. Jul v 1 1ST--

Dear Alia: I vS.ini! !.,
moth Grov n 1

nue throuil? ueauiiiui Ln
mountains, the road led by a

cool stream, whoso water was
nlnnr na nrvcinl It ml. cir.l.. oi.il cl '

lentlv. or milky while, as" it foamed ami1
dashed over rocky declivities with a
rolhcksome air or es

peculiarly refreshing. Some of these
cascades I felt like dignifying with the

Mr.

the

name ot iiui nan first
came to know meas-b-e

a the San Fran- - I felt and
Cisco. Once a whilo wo would come
to a place the water was still and
silent and had known
trouble and had wandered off alone and
here settled to hide its misery in soli- -
tude. Then, charmed the loneliness,
birds hovered over it, trout
made their homes in its depths, and

which,

breathe,

these stood
banks, llowcr' though still tho

watered scars of the
a perieet' 01 monarens,

beauty has the
Great, burnt a can

met us, but showed a
of I the

moss covered cavern
fern-lik- e about

were over-au-d

snowy I
flowers. Tho road Is a cowl one. and
the ascent that one does
imagine tlie of tho that
he hundred above
Murphy's. There a small
dust left on the that tlie people
have not yet swallowed; I all I
want.

IN THK STAGE.

Two gentlemen rode up when I did,
and about every of

.i.i... .... n. .tUltV 1. v.. w j .j j

IiUri?whlikv?!''rand asCU.e"nsrvtu i

in the affirmative, consider
whiskv of during

trip." were but two
besides myself, they were

gentlemen whose "drinkitito" so
may

that I did not enjoy myself as
much as usual for
one thing I dislike than another,
it N a exhibit his for

ostcntatiausij , it iooks ii
nc was not to having i

at home,
AITUECIATION OF THK

Soon began to that the
trees the the
road were perceptibly larger in
contrast to those down, aud Ibegan to look "Big

I came see. enmo fn
cottage built of sliaks, a

irnnin,, ,1 wnir.Ml ...'it 11. rut.- - .1- -1...u s.nu. x ue ver
pauscil a moment to a copy

.1.11., ' n eo ii hi
have seen the beaming
illuminated that pretty little

.. our an
would have been cheered

and warmed to that "away up in
the mountains" though this is, the Alia
is so well appreciated; when the
feminine clement a may
be sure it is goou.

the H0Ti:r- -
Fences, "sheep, cattle, and

were passed a Hash, and then....... . . ... . T . liml.nlil ltda suuucu turn iu inu ".uo"" uiJ

uncxpectedii' ill of the Big Tree
Hotel, iu a moment were

under the arch made by
the two sentinels who have kept

and ward so many years that
manltv dwindles in com- -

Although wo paeil between

these great trees, I no idea of their
size until days after, when, constant
association and comparison with other
things, they seemed grow in my mind
and show forth, hour by hour, in still
greater magnitude.

We drove up to tho hotel, having been
two hours and a half on the way from
Murphy's, and impatientlv for
lunch, when served, repaid the
delay. T found a number of people

of the most and
refined, well many of the most

people in in
a company. As soon lunch
was over, l'crry brought round "Sc-lim-,"

tlie renowned horse, and I
to ride through the On

my first visit Mr. Perry himself accom-
panied me, to show me the way, but af-
ter that I made my pilgrimages
and almost lived in grove
since.

the or.ovn.
vou enter the gate that encloses

the grove you only perceive a forest of
trees. A sliauow. oi green, a strange,

, branches,
j telling secret of abiding place of
j these giants of tho world. smooth
brown road leads with gentle curves,
and winding through a labyrinth of col- -
tiuins that support the great blue arch
of God's own tomple, for these living

crowned witli seem to
reach to the very roof of the azure

trees are nearly all named, and af-
ter somo general, minister, botanist,
poet, and so many that I have no space
to iHirueuiarizc; nor do i wisli

the as it rolls through the heav- -
t"s.or "e atr wc or the center
of ,1,e earth after man or woman
...lm .., 9i,nri.ii..i i.
eal celebritvV And do not these
immortal giants seem loo and

Ue so (Join:
through the forest, we came to and
pjisscd0 nmlly Oftliesow that I !

began to sick auilfaiut as one after
itiiotner seemeu to lower higher and ,

'Sfr, io iook more gig-anii-
c ana tern-- j

ipmr r.r thr.t. ...... i..f.ri. ru i '

trembled and shivered, and did not dare
!..!- - .... r..- - I .: .

not of to, ror seems to me almost
to of iicrishablcin Tell j upon thcse

'monsters. would of naming
Blanche,

to
to

no longer .at sunny "! ftMwinch seemed bewilching- -a
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lovely
where

where
dark,

bereave.! the most cheerful,
her children-strip- ped bare by the ,

rlV heS'C
a, still she nucen and '

mother of and a pine tree has I

uiKon root near and I V 1 " ,7' " .some
fresh of life ; ttj dogs,

lrg head. number of cells about
arouns ruddv best

wateriaii, on reflection mey expected, but I rrom tho
I the conclusion that it did not wish to their exact

libel waterfalls of and their grandeur
in

as if it

by
speckled

queer-eye-d frogs sat solemnly its many must have fallen, be-gre-cn

every kind of fore it, they bear
and fern sprang to life, by the wounds and fiery conflict.
nourishment its tears, and through one these lanen
marvel of quiet, peaceful was whose heart been eaten out by
formed. grim, devouring element, ride on
next they that horseback over hundred feet. Mount-th- e

is beauty, for green ed on "Selim," rode into black
and yellow nearly the through to the other end.
branches, and lovely green When half way through, the
vines about their trunks greatest terror of my whole lifo

showing, like stars, their lowered mo ; I felt that was going

so gradual not
at end journey

is twenty-fiv-e feet
is portion of

road
had

WHISKY

second revolution
nM,wIIIU

invariablv
able was disposed the
short Tliere passen-
gers and those

was
powerful good, so you imagine

quite
is for me, if tliere is

more
nnn love

whlsl-v- 4 as
ncccustomed sucn

luxuries

we observe
on mountains bordering

growing
farther

out for the great
Trees" that to AV..
one tiny where

......... on
throw off of;

tuu mo vou
satisfaction that!

womau's
lua'ussuciixciu-- t't"-4- i

cient heart
think

for
iiperyou

trees, more
trees, like
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sight
and moro wo

passing great

watch hu- -
to nothincness

parison.

had
by

to

waited

there, some intellectual
as as

fashionable California all,
pleasant as

saddlo
prepared grove.

alone,
ever

As

the the
A

columns, verdure,
dome.

The
or

in lact

thunder

some
,.m.,inH,

almost
grand

to demeaned'.'

feel

of

it

Intion.
icy

decnying, is
all, young

? to
to

we

urement,

ierson

creeping

grim
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mind is almost Iircsimblb of realUInjr
the awful of these the spirit
refuses to recognize their grandeur. ,thcr
than in tlie overwhelming
man's iufonontv. One bows in

.1WC at tllC tilOllgllt Of tliO SllOrtllCSS
of ,,u,llan h'fe when great growth of
f tulc C ...... . .......1. t . .t .i.rauaiuua yjl staling IIUKIIU llieill
in tI,eir ImmenMty. What awful
cl'agsi what great confusion years;
what exhibition of tlie incxliaustibilitv;

of God's power, shows in these giants of
the forest world!

sm: OK TU,: thki.
Somo visit these trees with a rule

in go laughingly from tree to
dare to measure them, some

y they are so great or grand as

wondrous size my llrst and
eacii successive hour spent in fearful
worship at their increased my belief
i glory and power wisdom of
God, vlio raised mighty work,
who docth all things well,

Years ago, tell how many, a
great fire swept forest, though

throuch the dark portals of the crave,
the chill of death was In my heart

my horse carried me on through the
darkness, when I perceived tlie first
ray light again my heart bounded
with thankfulness such as Christian ex-
perienced, after lie been down iu
the dark valley, begun to
on tho other side. I then returned to
the of the looked up the

1 of the great stump, whicl
large that I my horse pigmies
ocsiuc it. And sUrliiif thence followed

o prono ga- -o 3.0 feet, to where
another ponderous column fallen
directly across this, and buried the rest
in the earth. this point the trunk
was twelve or feet broad, as where
the road passes over it I saw that it
was broader than the length of
"Selim" by considerable. I then went

again to the opening that led
the tree, and lookedthrough again at,. . ... I. .

l".D - """ ., ..y icssuuuuuri.,a "oracnian can easily ride,.......n , ,
: : "

. .w... .:"1 ' uiiiraiti! oi, util a
of magnitude iu seems

even vet beyond me to acknowledge.
Trees there aro also in Soutli Grove
where fire has hollowed out great places
where from one to sixteen horses and
their riders can enter at once and turn
without trouble; in grove is
ono which I rode into, turned
came out without even touclilnc the

the time I all these it
was neariv unrii. aim I nwrn.ir.iti..
turned my horse back to lfotel
splendid suppei, well served, was
and after doing it more than justice.!
went to my room, where I full asleep
listening to tlie music evoked from thet.Tn... I... Anlm I.....I!un.-..-. niv .u.uiiesi. i eversaw as perfectly beautiful asa niy.
cannot rojuwrtt: thi:m WITH

J thinci vase.
the morning "Selim" was brought

I was off again loup, the forest....... 1 r.. . . . 1 ......
uicamiisi, aim again i -yj ju, j.
amazement wondor these nvirvcllous trees. Trees seem too tame andsmall a name for them they should bedesignated the pillars of tho Temple ofGod. I passed almost entire dav inwauderinc aimless v from
another, or sitting tlll listening to

t the soft wailing sigh of tlie branches
i overhead as they ever kept up the re
frain as thougii it were some strange,
wicnl secret they wished to tell, and as
mortal car could not understand, they
sadly, softly sighed. Again I went to
the Monarch, who lalien, rode
back forth and up and down, and I
tried to compare it with anything else I

ever seen, by which I could give
those who no idea of it crite-
rion by which they could mentally
measure it, but it is impossible. I

of everything, then as my
glance would fall again on the tree, I
would despair, think of nothing,
but only be lost in wondering amaze-
ment. These trees are more terrible
than death, for death decays, but these
stand forever, grim defiant im-
perishable, scoffing alike at Timo
Eternity.

On my return --went to the bath-
house, took a rufreahing hath,
looked with interest at tlie steam laun-
dry and the lathe where thev make the
curious little articles from the wood
bark of the "Big Trees" which they
sell to those of the travelers who
to carry away some little memento of
ineir trip, borne sections of bark
are thirty inches from the outer to
uie inner eugc. J. on leaving there,
went down to visit tho "chip of the old
block," which is a section of flmstmnn
on which is built tho Summer House.
Last Suuday there was divine service
held on the stump, thirtv-liv- e per-
sons were present. Thev carried the
melodeon down, Mr. Mrs.
Kichardson sang, the was a
very impressive one. "When one thinks
of the stump of a tree on which a large
melodeon, a table and thirtv-liv- e per-
sons could stand without difficult v,
there be sonic slight idea rormetlof
its size; but until one lias breathed be-
neath their great branches, and stood in
their shadows, contrasted their
strength witli his feebleness, their age
with his three and ten, and their

with his littleness, there can
"" ln'e '"W be tormed of the.--e mnt
columns oi the temple of God.

OUVK IlAltl'KIt.

Amusements for the Young, ,

The iinifortauce of urroundi'r the'
young cheerful objects is seldom

recognized. How often is
nursery the dullest room in the
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both mind
body
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onlv

games make
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very

their

interest

this

ever,
home

from
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which

driven

mud
three

aboutcourse

trav- -

Tke
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