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SECOND

RRIGATION: GONVENTION

Attendance is Increasing With Every Train, and Enthusiasm

AL & -
Foliowing the able and thoughiful
paper of Judge Lowell at the after

noon session, Will R King +« On
tario, delivered an address on the sub-
yect of the “Organization of Irrigation
Districta ™

Mr. King's paper dealt with -
formation of Irrigation districts as
authorized Ly the Oregon law of 1895, |

Hls paper provoked animated dis-'
cussion and some of the heartlest and
most intersating discussions of the|
session were brought out by it

The genera] discussion on Mr Wil
son’s and Mr. King's papers lasted for
cver an hour, delegates from every
portion of the state taking an active|
part. !

During the discussion Wil R. King |
defined the term “riparian rights™
and made a nice point in showing the
dustinction between “riparian rights”
and “appropriations.”

These terms are commoRl AmMODE
lawyars, but practical irrigators and |
farmers become confused in the|
meaning of the terms, and many ex-|
pressions of satisfaction were ex-|
pressed at Mr King's brief explana- |
tion. y |
As defined by Mr. King, "nparhni
rights” are those by which the se:
tler may demand that a stream flow-
ing past his land must continme U
flow past his land unchanged 'n quan-
tity or quality, no matter what the
volume of the stream or what land
may be located above him.

A “prior appropriator” is one who
lays claim to only a certain portion
of any stream, and has claim on any
more than the amount appropriated
or claimed by him. In many instan- |
ces water rights are clalmed under|
both laws, but it is ‘mpossible for a
settler to enforce both clalms. He
must be either a “prior appropria- |
tor” of a certaln quantity of water
or claim the right to the use of the
stream by virtue of riparian rights

Delegate Corbine, from Unlon
county, brought one of the most vital

the '

points considered by the conven-
tlon.
He asked what could be done 19

remedy the injustice in the following
Mlvstration: The waters of the Uma
tilla river are all claimed, for exam-
ple and ditches are diverted below
Fendleton for the purpose of utilizing
all the stream affords.

The government finds it can re-
claim the Echo irrigation tract by
buillding reservoire on the Umatilla
river in the Blue mountains, and by
using the streams for carrying pur
poses, can supply water for new
ditches below Pendleton leading w
the Echo tract

Now the question arises: Can the
old ditch owners claim this reservolr
water and divert it, or can they only
¢laim the ordinary flow of the stream
»nd leave this extraordinary flow for
those who pullt the reservolr and who
use the river simply as a carrler?
This guestion provoked animated
discussion and brought out some in-
teresting discussion.

This feature of the guestion of ir-
rigation must come before the state
commission for rdiscussion.

President Devers named the fol-
lowing committee on rﬂolqttoui:
E. M. Braoniek, Multnomahk; O. D.
Teel, Umatilla; i. W, Hope, Malheur:
H. Hirshburg, Polk; H. E Ankeny,
Lane: Professor Kent, Benton; A. W.
Garran, Harney; A. W. Winans, Was-
co; Geo, Chandler, Baker; A B. Lec..
enby, Unilon,

Forenoon Session,

The morning sesslon was opened
promptly at 10 o'clock by President
Devers. The attendance was B8ug-
mented by the Morrow county delega-
tion, consisting of Phil Metschan
Jr., J. P. Farnsworth, J. P. Ray, M. &
Cargill and G. W. Phelps, and dele
gates Carbine, F. 8. Bramwell, A
woodbrod, J. M. Church, Thomas Mc-
Connell and J. K. Romig, of Unlon
county.

President Devers named the follow-
ing committees:

On legislation—W_ M. Pierce, Uma-
tilla: Thomas McConnell, Union; |
8. Green, Harney; E. Blythe, Wasco;
A. King Wilson, Multnoman; F. G
Young, Lane; O, Hayter, Polk; W. R.

King, Malheur; Dr, Withycombe
Benton; Samuel White, Baker; T. T.
Geer, Marion.

Executive committee—J. M, Church,
Union; P. G. Eastwick, Multnomah;
8. A. Lowell Umatilla; J, A. Newton.
Malheur; J. M. Dalton, Harney; pres-
ident and vice-presidents, ex-officio.

Prof. Leckenby's Address,

The first paper on the officlal pro-
gram thig morning was cne by A. B.
Leckenby of Union, on “Leeching o
Alkali Solls.”

Mr. Leckenby begen Lis address by
asking permission to digress from his
topic for a moment and then drew a
vivid picture of the residents of Mars
peering through their telescopes at
the curious dark lines on this planet
and wondering if they were irrigating
canals, military roads or what not,
ju8t as the resldents of eartk are won-
dering about the dark lines on Mars

He drew the picture of the farmer
livibg near to and understanding na
ture, receiving inspiration from bher
various developments and moods, and
enjoying every day im her warious
workshops and growths, something
more Interesting and amusing than
a circus.

He took up the work of the state at
the Union Experiment Station, and
explained how land very strong with
alkali and so pregnant with alkalolds
that no plants would grow upon it
bad been leeched out, or drained out
unt{l 't became rich and productive
that all the ordinary crops are now

grown upon It
The methods employed there were

thus clean the soll of the alkalold
substances.

He finds that the black alkall, so
in Eastern Oregon, is the

Grows With Every Hour of the Session,

#sked u any plant had been discov
ered which would of itself absorb and
remove the alkall from the soll

Mr. Leckenby sald one plant known
in Australla as an absorbent or ene-
my 0 alkall, had been in use in that
country and had been very successful
in reduecing the amount of alkall in
the soll,

Continuinlg his remarks Mr. Leck-
enby sald the object of irrigation was
to grow plant life for feed and food
purposes. He recommended that the
outlandish Latin names of common
plants be aboiished by (he department
of the interior and plain, comprehen-
sible names be applied them, so that
farmers and common people can umn-
derstand them.

As a means of Lringing about the
change ne recommended national or
ganizationp of people interested in the
subject and a vote of that organiza-
tion be taken for the purpuse of se
lecting common names for the com-
niom plants,

Dr, Withycombe's Address.

Following Mr. Leckenby Dr. James
Withycom:te, of the Agricultural Col-
lege at Corvallis, delivered an address
on “Irrigation West of the Cascades.”
He told of the great interest exhibited

{ by all the state, and noted with pleas-

ure the absence of the old-time rival
ry between the different parts of the
state, and rejoiced that Oregon was
getting down to the actual basis of
productive irrization,

He called attention of the dele
zates to the peed of forests and forest
reserves in making a complete suc

i ceaa of !rrigation and compared the

rainfall of the bheavily timbered sec
tions with those sections denuded of

| Umber or withcut patural protection

of the sources of the strecms

0, K. Goodman's A idress.

0. K. Goodman of Milton, adc: =sod
the meeting on Jocal needs of nriga
tion laws, and especially district laws

He recited the efforts of the Milton
peopie to forma an irrigation district
last summer, and made some telling
points in favor of stute legislation by
describing the chaotic state of lrri-

ation ri:gulators in Oregon.

At the closc of Mr. Goodman's re-
marka, the meeting adjourned to meet
at the courthouse at 2 p. m.

Caucausing for President

The Malheur county delegation met
this forenoon and declded to support
1. W. Hope, of that county, fof presi-
éent of the state association, while
the Multnomah county delegates
were busy advancing the candidacy
of A. H. Devers for re-election. The
sentiment prevsiled on every hand
that a strong representation should
be sent from COregon In 1504 to the El
Paso Natiopa! Irrigation Congress,
jor the purpose of bringing the 1800
meeting to Portland

Rescliutions,

The following resolntions
unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That this convention re
quest each political party mext year
to place a plank in their platforms
favoring irrigation legislation. and
pledging their various nominees for
the legislature to vote [or needed leg-
islation in the Interest of irrigation
in the state

Resgolved, That thls convention in-
dorse the action of the Oregon dele
gation to the National Livestock con-
veution, held in Kansas City in June
1903, In securing the meeting of rald
convention for 194 at the city of
Portland, and pledge our best en-
teavor to make this said meeting io
1904 a success, and to this end urge
ipon our delegation and people the
mportance of attending this meeting
in person and In every way lending
heir encouragement and assistance.

Resolved, By the Oregon [rrigation
Association assembled, that we ap
ireciate the importance of the Lewis
wnd Clark Fair, to be held In Port-
land, Oregon, in 1905, for the purpose
f advertising the natural snd unde
-eloped resources of the Northwest,
be it ftlrll'.er

Afternoon Session,

The afternoon sesslon was
‘o crder promptly at 2 o'clock.

The first proceeding was the redd-
ng of the report of the committee on
resolutions.

President Devers took a well recejv-
ed method of expediting business by
declaring each resolution adopted as
read unless there were objections
Mayor T. G. Hailey objected to the
repeal of the timber and stone act
and the desert land act, and the com
mutation clavse of the homestead act,
as proposed im the Trans-Mississippl
resolution, and offered in {ts stead
2 resolution asking congress to SO
remedy and so administer the land
laws as to preserve the rema'niog
public domain for the use and bene-
At of the actusl settlers,

President Devers here called Judge
S. A. Lowell to the chalr, and spoke in
favor of the absolute repeal of the
timber and stone acts, the desert land
act, and the commutation clause of
the homestead act. He reviewed the
action of the National Irrigation Con-
gress, and referred to the current
opinion at that congress to the effect
that those who made the strongest
fght against the repeal of these of
‘hese laws at Ogden, were largely in-
terested in land deals that wouid he
affected by those repeals.

Delegate Corbin, of Union county,
followed President Devers, favoring
Mr. Halley's substitute to modify ana
more rightly administer and not to re-
peal these laws

J. H. Lowell, of Idaho, then sapalke

wWaly

called

on the subject for a few minutes,
czlling attestion to the appareat
frauds commlitted under the home

3'ead gct, and favored the relantian
of the desert land law.

A, Winans, of Wasco county, and
W. T. Wright, then addressed the
meeting. Mr. Wright spoke elo

quently in favor of the Halley sub-
stitute and was loudly applauded at
the close of his remarks. He called
attention to the fact that Oregon cast
16 votes for and but 4 votes against
the modification of these law,

The first oratorical tilt of the meet-

ing took place at this time. Mr Hal-
lev warmly defended his substitute
otion to lay the substitute on the
¢ falled of passage. Wil R Kiag
W. M. Plerce favored the repeal
of these laws and spoke at length in
favor of the original motlon W repeal
Lhem Mr, Plerce made one of the
most striking speeches of the meeting
in defense of the original motion tu

| repeal these objectionable land laws

' King Wilson

 hereby

and at the time of golng to pres A
Portland, was clos
ing the debaté in favor of the origin
8! motion to repeal these acts
Tewis and Clark Fair.
Resuolved That thiz associatio
and recommend the,

mdorsee

' Lewis and Clark Exposition as boing

& great factor for calling the atien
tion Jf the world to the resources ol
the West, and be !t Turthe res
wended that our representatives in |
the national legisiature be called up
cn by the officers of this assoclatior
to work fcr sn appropriation for the |
excluslve use of the Lewis and Ciark
falr in order to make it a success

We further recommend that the
husiress men of the Northwest be so- '
licited to use thelr Influence with the
Eastern and Southern connections to
urge upon the national congress to
make the above apnropriation

Resolved, That the commities on
legislation of this association s in
structed to inquire into the feasibil
ity oi policy of active co-operation
vith the United States geological sur
vey, on the part of the state of Ore-
gon, so a complete topographical sur
vey of the state, the water power and |
artesian resources of the state and |
report recommendations to this asso

ciation at its next regular meeting. |
'

ED HALL CONVICTED.

Walla walla Man Gets Six Months for
Tampering With Mail.

Walla Walla, Nov. 11.—Ed Hall, of !
this city, has been sentenced to Tw
oma to six months servitude in the|
United States penitentiary on MPI
Neil's Island, and to pay a fine of §10
and costs |

Hall is the man who took out a 1(—1-‘
ter addressed to Maggie Hall, Walln|
Walla, extracted a $10 bil! and retaln-|
ed it It was possible for Hall to get|
out the letter, because his aister waa |
of the same pnme as the lady to whuml
it was addresd. :

Hall was arested at Pendleton In |
July, and he has been Io jall at Ta-|
coma most o the time & 20« Post- |
ofice Inspectr:r Clark secured an lo-
dictment agalwt Bim in Spokan

(Hall ia th¢ man who was arresied
by Deputy “heriff Biakeley in taisl
city in July, on order of the Walla

Walla county officlals )

iDAHO STEAMER WRECKED. i

Snake River Steamer Imnaha, Crash-|

ed on Rocks and Loses Entire Car |

go—Passengers Escape, l
Lewiston, Nov. 11 —The Snake river
steamer, Imnaha belonging to the|
| ewiston Southern & ~avigation|
Company, and plying between this|
city and the !Imnaba mines npear the|
mouth of the Imnaha river, was|
wrecked yesterday evening by being
aashed on 4o rocks in Mountaln |
Sheep rapids, 1=o miles below Eureka |
The cable caught in the capstan, !
causiog the vessel to swing violently
around, striking the rocks with mat|
force, completely dedtroying the en-|
gines and disabling the boat in other
wAys .
The passeugers were all resd -..--.li
but the cargo. valued at $8000, was/
lost. The boat was valued at $25.000
and has been Jdolng a heavy business |
since It was put on the upper river |

LAW AND EQUITY

OF IRRIEATION

OREGON I8 BEHIND THE
TIMES IN THIS RESPECT.

Its Legislation is Antiquated and in.
sufficient—An Application of the
“District Law” of 1895 Would
Greatly Improve Conditions, But
More Is Needed—Much Responsi-
bility Rests Upon the Commission.

The following able address was de-
livered by Hon. Wil R King, of
Ontario, on the “Organization of Ir
rigation Districts.” It is especially
important to Umatilla county, as the
first district to be organized under the
Distriet law of this state, was at-
tempted in this counly, last summer,

but falled of formation.
Irrigation Organization,
Mr. King is author of the Oregon

instriet law of 1895, and has made a

close study of the subject. Mr. King
said:
Gentlem«n of the Convention;

That the agricultural and arid lands
of Oregon must be Irrigated to make
them productive and cause them to
deliver the treasure hidden within the
soll we all admit; that under presest
copnditions we have more ullable land
In Eastern and Southern Oregon than
the accessible water will supply all
concede; that there | an abundance
of water when properly controlled and
distributed {s practically beyond ques-
tion. The problem of controlling the
water supply in the various localities
has not been, and is not, difficult to
solve. Wiwn the necessary capital—
and that the government seems will-
ing to advance—through the construc-
tion of reservolrs, streams through-
out the state and the arld west can be
made to irrigate In many [nstances a
hundred farms where they now irri-
gate but one. This problem can be
left in the hends of the many skill-
ful engineers selected by the govern-
ment.

Problem of Distribution.

The manner of the distribution of
the water under the conditions in the
past, as well as those now existing,
have been, and will long continue to
be one of the most perplexing of ques-
tions. In valleys where the source
of water supply exceeds the demand,
but little it any trouble ever arlses
over its distribution. Every [armer
may have his own ditch constantly
flled with water and irrigate his own
farm wihtout interference from his
pelghbors, and ounly the question of
ownership of the ditches and the right
10 easements can then arlse. No con-

| ebandon this course, upon
' hbave

| military and ecomomic
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and Needs of Treaty and Legislation.

No -The
dent at 10 a. m tranamitted thy fol-
lowing message which was sl
alely read In both houses of congress

White House, Nov Ww—-To wwe
seuste and house of representatives

Washington,

10.-

| cunvene congress Lhat may
vensider leglsiation necessary o put
ole operstion the commercial treatly
with Cuba which was ratified by the

sehale at the last sesslon and subse
quently LYy the Cuban gowerument

| deem such legislation is demand
not only by our inlerests, but by
our honor. We canbnot with propriety
which we

s0 wisely embarked
When acceplance the Platt

amendment was required from Cuba

of

by action of the COU KToss of the
United States, this government there
| by deflnitely commitied itsell to a
policy of Ltreating Cuba as occupying
a unique position as regards this

country IL. was provided when the
{sland became a free and lndependent
republic it should stand in such close
relation with us as io certain respects
to come within our system of Inter
ratienal policy and it pecessarily fol

rZu:wu'd she must also o a certain de

gree become included within the lines
af our economic policy

“Situated as Cuba is, it would not
be possible for this country to per
mit the strategic abuse of the island
by foreign military powers”™

Limitations and Concessions.

“It is for this reason certa'n limi
tations have heen impressed upon her
Anancial policy, and naval stations
Lave been conceded by her to
Juited States. Negotiations as to the
detalls of these nava! stations are
n the eve of completion. They are
o siluated as to prevent any idea
hat there is intention ever o use
them against Cuba, or otherwise than

tha

| for the prowction of Cuba from the

assaunits of foreign foea and the bet-
ter safeguarding of American inler
the waters to the soutk of
These Interests have been
largely increased by the consequen
¢es of the war with Spain, and will
be further increased by the bullding
of an isthmian canal They are both
The use of
the naval stations alluded to is of the
gtmost importance from a military
standpoint and no leas 8o aa proof of
Cuba's good faith

‘Cuba has made greal progress
silnce zaining independence BShe al
ready stands high among the sister
republics of the pew world. Bhe s
leyally observing Ler obligations to
ns and is entitled tn ke treatment
by us

Argues the Pending Treaty.

“The treaty submitted o your &p
proval socures to the United Btates
economic ALVADIAZGs A8 [Ereal as
those given to Cuba
interests are sacrificed |

“By this treaty a large Cuban mar
ket |8 secured our producers: a wnar
ket which iles at our doors, s already |
large, yet capable of great expansion
and Is especially important to the de

s n

-8

velopment of our export trade H

It would be ndeed shortsighted

troversies need exist as w the amount |
of water to which earh may be en-|
titled; but in valleys and communi- |
ties where there are two acres to be
watered to every Inch of waler sup
ply much trouble has arisen in the
past and will continue to arise in the
futnre

The most of our laws under which
wé are acting come from the interpre
tation given the common law as ap
plied to the peculiar facts and coh
ditlons which may exist in each case.
Not until after most of the irrigable
lands and nearly all o1 the water of
the various streams throughout the
state had been appropriated, was any
attempt made by our state 1o legisiate
upon the subject, and this legislation
was made to apply to corpora
tions only. At the present day then,
we find it a most difficult question to
legislate upon. If the streams have
all been appropriated, the righta of
the various farmers vested in the
water rights until there are fone left
to legislate concerning it, it becomes
almost impossibie to reach the num-|
erous and Intricate questions which
have arisen and wliil continue to arise
in future. For example; An axt of}
the legislature which would attempt |
to provide thag the first appropriator
in the usage of water should be en-
titled thereto as against a person
lower on the stream who claims and
owns It solely as a riparian proprietor
would be an attempt by legisiation fo
take the vested right from the ripar-
lan proprietor and vest it in another
without due compensation.

Serious and Complex Problem,

This can no more be legally done in
our state constitution as between two
individuals, even if due compensa-
tion should be provided for, than
could the legislature, by enactment,
take a farm from one man and give
it to another A constitutional
amendment governing such contin-
gencies and placing the individual
upon ar equality with the corporations
and declaring the streams of the state
to be public property, subject to legis
lation and subject to condemnation
as a public use, was proposed and
voted upon within the past four years
but rejected by the people. Had this
amendment been adopted the question
of Irrigation could have been regulat-
ed in this state by legislative enact-
ment, the same as it is now in ldaho,
Utah and other western states. As
it Is now it becomes a very serious
and complex problem,

While many do not seem to real ze
I, it is a settled proposition of law
In our state that the doctrine of ri-
parian ownership, to a limited extent,
Is In foree. It is true the doctrine as
applied in England and the old com-
mon law doctrine !s not In force, for
it I¢ found not to meet and conform
to the exlsting conditions as they are
in the West. The doctrine as en-
forced in Oregon is what we might

term a compromise. The courts have

pruosi-

| 'mtter":

No American |

1ot

u# 10 refuse Lo take advantage ol
such an oppurtunity and force Cuba
into maklng arrangementis with other
countries 0 our dissdvantage

Favors Reciprocity
A reciproeily troaty stasods Ly i

sell. [t is demanded ou considera
tions of broad watioual policy, as well
Be Uy our economic oterests. It will
do harm to o industry. It will not be
destructive to avy Indusiries. It is in
the juterest of our péople as a whole
both because of its importance [(rom
the broad standpoint of nternational
olicy, and because economically it
intimateciy conceins us to develop In
to full stature the rich Cuban market

UeCauUuse u greal la; [ Port
land at that time sal Yt Nu' on
All Amendments Nithiay g
reason therelor

L constitution, although WAas
Krcat for the time in which It was
adopted, does ol meet the mauy new
and unfurseen cunditions which have
arisen a half a century lates AL the
time of Its adoption -:i- i
tion of Oregon consisted that part
Ul Lue slale where ditebes were con
structed to drain swamps and w run
waler off the land } place of belng
constru. =d for the purpose of rub
ning thy water lotlo it heance It js not
surpr sir=fhat these guestions were |
entirely overiooked

The state of ldabho adopted s con
stitotion forty years later and at a
time and o 8 state when and where
all agricultural crops depended upon
irrigation, hene thely consitution
| bpon LAt quesliv. ol jesle s Tar

for our farmers, artisans merchanots
and mauulacturers

“Finally, it is desirable as a guar
saty of zood [aith on the part of this
ration toward our young siater re

¢ 0 the south, whose welfare must
ever be closely bound with ours, W
gave her liberty We are knit to he
hy the memories of the bloond ar
COUrRgs our soldiers who fough
for ber in war; by the memori
wisdom and Iniegrity of our adminls |
trators v ho servad her | «ace And
who started her s0 well on the 44
fAcuit path of self government We
must belp her onward apd wupward

wnd helping her we bhel;
Urges Legislation.

ourselves

“The frreprcing coas!derations ars
cansed by pegoliations a treaty
with Cuta, and Its ratification by ou
senate. They should now with ogua
orce be supported by leg'slation by
rongress, which by the tes { the
treaty, s noCessary to r It E
estive. Fa lure o enact such legls
lation would come perilously near re
padiation of the pledges of the faith

the pation

“] transmit herewith the treaty as
amended by the sepate and
by the Cubaa government

THEODORE ROOSEVELT
November 10
House Proceedings

The boure met gt noon. Few mem

Ders were abeeut and blie i

ratified

Lhe

lerest almost equaled that of vosler
day, the gallerieg “elng fl'ed
The swearing 'n of Charies

Thompson, of Alabama was the Arst
Lusinces

Commitiee on Rulea

speaker Caanon tofisy aanounced
that he commities on raies will be|
compoeed of Dalzell and Grosvernor
*epublicans; Willlams and DeAr
nond, democrais  Willlams succeed
v Rirhardsof sud [DeArmond suc
ceeded Underwood, of Alabama The

removal surprised the house
Senate Proceedings.

The piesident sent in the following
pominations: Thomas Cummings, of
New Yorx, to be consul at Puerto Ca
bello, Venezuela; Willlamm Hook, of
Kansas to be associate justice of the
¢ighth dirtrict; Dmnlel Wright, of
Ohiec. 10 be associate justice cf 'le

supreme court, District of Columbis;
| Joseph Gill, to be judge of the north-
ern district of the Indian
Aloysias Brwiing
audito,

Territory

of Maryl i to be

{ the treasury Jdepartment

taken a middle ground between the

doctirine of prior appropriation and
that of riparian ownership as con
strued under the okl common law

For exampile It has been held that
a man may claim the waters of a
stream which flows through his land
either as a riparian proprietor or a
prior appropriator. but he can not do
both. If a stream two hundred
inches should flow through a farmer’s

of

land and hé has appropriated one
hundred and clalms that appropria
tion a¥ prier appropriator of the

stream he is presumed to bave satis
fled his wants and cannot complain
if others above him appropriate the
balance, even though he is a riparian
proprietor upon the banks of the
stream: but, If on the other hand,
he has not diverted the waters of the
stream and asserts his rights as A
riparian proprietor thereof he may
stand upon his legal rights and pre
vent the diversion of the flow of such
stream, If it can be shown that he
damaged thereby

Should Amend the Constitution,

The soundness of this construction
and the application of the law to the
conditions of this country, we think,
can hardly be questioned. The criti
cism of these conditions and this con-
struction, application and interpreta-
tion of the law arises principally from
a failure Lo take into consideration the
fact that we are working under a dif-
ferent constitution from that of our
neighboring states; and the fault is
not with the courts, but with the law-
making power of the state. The peo-
ple are in fault in not amending our
constitution by which we would keep
pace with the states of ldaho, Wash-
ington and other western states an
the question of Irrigation

We should remember that the courts
are not intended to make laws butl to
interpret them. They cannot amend
the constitution nor change the stat-
utes. That rests with the people and
their representatives in the legisia-
tive halls. We should, by all means,
have a constitutional convention to
meet the many new conditlons aris
ing slpece its adoption. While num-
erous changes and additions should
be made, this will especially be found
true in reference w Irrigation. The
calllug of the constitutional conven-
tion will prove necessary bLefore the
state can fully recelve and enjoy the
benefits to be derlved from the gov:
ernmental ald which will naturally
fall to our state,

Behind Other States,

That on the gues.on of Irrigation
we have not quite kept pace with our
nelghboring states we more fully rea-
lize when we take Into consideration,
that the constitution of Oregon went
forty-five years without an amend.
ment, and that even the people of our
groal “tale, on election day, less than
four years ago, voted down an amend-
ment in reference to {rrigation merely

PRESIDENT SENDS MESSAGE
10 THE SPECIAL SESSION

Treats Only of Relations Between Cuba and United States,

ahesd of vurs and one which !t would
- well o ob this parthular

Todlow
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irrfigation Districts Needed.

1k
ue

Idabo

slate &8s well as n
Californla we fnd that o large com
mw ties depending upom irrigation
they have organlzed and are working
under the Irrigation distri SYSt¢in
A mmuaity of say, L'y people
m i less owanlng an eatire wva
les ymaining its water sapply from
A mmon source, organize a district
el thelr directors, similar ig some
respecis o school districts bul

n a larger scale and wunds a more
exter ¢ and complete sysiem, who
] [ { i ADAR~

4 . imtri

a 0 # DGANS

) - f waler sup

mog T s dis

ril pro rala among Armers
L« Mma ar I { An abundsa ¢
W wal Al 1 have Dot i1
the & a si R -ach sullors his
roporion of the loss and each pays

his proportion of the tax. The direc
ors appoint the engibeers snd water |

iperintendents whose busipess and

PORTAGE ROAD CASE.

| to the Complaint ;n the Portage
' Case Yesterday,

| Portland Noy 12 —Judge Brad-
| shaw yesterday over-

6! The Dalles
Le demur of the O. R & N

fuled |

company o the omplalnt of the
tate in portage road condem-
| nation proceedings, the right of
| Way for the portage, over
I,-a;a.';I.'g to Lhe company
The grounds the demurre;r wag
{':,a' the stats only condemn
jand for a crossing, and not land
that extended longitudioally along
the track of the company. Judge

condemp apy land
use or vccupled by

ot actually n
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f the mass hnd to b

all
laving new trark
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ity is o s that no B Ap TersivVes
! than his share and that every |
man receives his proportion

A Law That Should Be Axplied

We have o similar law iz the stats

{ Oregot i agh it has u -ver been
aken advy aAge of 2 1 while I}
bad the honor of b ter of
the Btate Benate of niro
woed and secured the passi.f¢ of an
rrigation district law very similar tc
t ne now ip force in the state of
Is fact, | borrows aw

ipally from e statul of that
state. It, im some res; think
8 AD mprovemont Yer t .:n‘r.r.i
district law of Callfornia pro-
1 DAl only the props wners |
withis trict may bave a right
lo vuie on the orgamization sud joes
tons alfecting the distri it provides
also that the waxes shail be upon the

land. as nearly as pract'cable in pro-
portion to the wvalue of the land, and
the benefits derived from the svetem
of irrigation

Un account of this wWas acrused |
by some of belng a single Laxer
However, as to that questh | know
baut lttle and care less is pot &
question as to what we may oall It or
of what party or associations of prin
ciples we may be placing into effect,

as the oaly guestion
sider is, will It be
peonle of the community®

4 con-

for the

we &b
the hest

Speculators Disccuraged.
With npone being permitied to vole

except those owning land within the
district we eliminate the objection
which has sometimes been  ralsed

against the California disirict law re
ferred to, such as colonization for the
purpose of forcing s district upon an

nuwilling peopl With the tax upon
the land within the district it makes
it pecessary for the owner of every
foot of tillable soll within its limits

to place It into cultivation and make
It productive, and if sot prepared to
to convey it to others who will

This would discourage land
speculpjlon by preventing speculators

do s«

do so

from bholding large tracts of land upn-
t! homes were bdullt around it and
lands around it made productive
thereby enhancing its value without

any effort or expenditure on the part
of such speculator
While the firrigation dstrict law

has not been takem advantege of in
this state, I think it is due to the
facrt that it has pot been fully under-
stood and when once fully tried will
be taken advantage of in nearly every
valiey in the arid portion of Oregon
I am Informed taat it was with much
lifficulty that the people of Idaho and
California could at first be induced
to try the éxperiment, but since hay-
ing fully experimented in that d'rec-
tion, the irrigation districts have be
come popular and have proved to be
very feasible, and :n those states dis-
tricts are gradually being organized
throughout the arid reglons
Will Harmonize Interests,

The irrigation district law, [ think,
is the oaly solutior of the very dif-
flcult question of the conflicting in
terests between prior appropriators
of the streams and its riparian pro
prietors. Let us assume, for ey
ample, that a wvalley of from twenty
to one hundred farmers, as the case
may be, should organize into an lrri-
gation distriet. It may be true that
some of those farmmers have vested
rights in the waters of the stream un-
til they bhave abundance of water for
their respective farms. There may
be others with none. The man who
has the vested right sees that if a dis
trict is organized he must divide with
his neighbor; but he over-looks the
fact that If ha does so and he Is dam-
aged by any loss that damage is as-
aefsl and he | spaid in propo-tion to
his damage and if necessary, through
condemnation procedings, it is con
demned and he is paid for his rights
and therefore loses nothing, but
celves full compensation for his prop
erty

After its organization the water can
be distributed and every farmer with-
in the boundaries of tuat district, as
1 have before stated will receive his
full proportion. If there is a short
age, all lose pra rats; ¥ there I8 an
abundance, all are supplied to the
same extent, in proportion to the land
he may own, and to the amount of
water which may be necessary for
the proper lrrigation of his soll, With
the district formed, money can be
ecasily ralsed, If need be, for the econ
struction of small reservoirs, or even
large ones, depending upon the size
and financial strength of the district

Head of the Speculators.
While the government taking
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STRIKE RIOTS
N CHIGHED

TEAMSTERS MANAGING
TO CREATE BLOCKADES.

Twanty-One Lines Tied Up—Traing
Mobbed and Overturned and Train
Men Assauited—Mail Traine Not
Disturp®d Directly, But Are Neces
sarily Delayed—Five Hundred Po-
lice Squad Nearly QOvercome.

Uhicago, Nov. 12 —Representalives
ot the employes this morning declare
the Employers” Association bas furn-
ished the non-unionists who are ex-
pected to take thelr places, with 500
Colts’ revolvers The Employers as-
sociation officials deny tuis

Last night the committee from 'he
unlon calied on Mayvor Harrisom and
assured Bim the strike will be com-
ducted orderiy and no effort made to
interfere with mafl cars, and any
striker indulging in viclence will be
summarily punished by the union.
The mayor assured them tnere wounld
w Do city interference unless there
{s violence

Strike Ig On,

Promptly ai 4 this moming the
Ereatest car strike in the history of
Chicago commenced and 21 lines are
tied up, comprising all the Chicago
rallway companies. The strike order
was formally issued by a ratification
meeting last night

It was nearly 8§ o'clock before any
attempt was made to run, while the
south side elevated and the [llinois
Central were overtaxed in efforts to
bring belated workers and business
men down town,

Rioting Began at Once.

Shortly before & the big carbam
doors swung open and six tralns in-
cluding the mall train, which was
sandwiched in, started ont with non-
union belp. No effort was made to
step them until they passed ouiside
| the police detailed at the barns, when
| they were greeted with a storm of
| missilos,
| Three
| the

tralus managed to weather
storm, but the other three crews
{ abandoned their cars and fled lo the
barns with Wieeding wounda. One
| man was so badly aurt he was taken
' to the hospital.

The mall train was not molested,
but could not be moved because the
trains ahead and behind were aban-
aoned

Teamsters Organize Blockades.

The first cars reached the down-
town Wentworth line end had an up-
eventful trip until they reached Clark
and’ Van Buren, where roliowing the
{usual custom, teamsters who were in
sympathy blockaded the tracks, hopé
| Yessly ontangling them

From all sides came bombardment
of the cars. Windows were riddled
and holes knocked through the roofs,
and plate glass windows !n nearby
| stores suffered. Several pecple in the
crowd were hurt. The police finally
dispersed the mob and ears proceed-
od

At 10:38 the first Cottage Grove
avenue cir returning was again block-
aded by teamsters and a mob, A
squad of 500 police charged the mob,
but were met so determined they were
ulmost overpowered. The gripman
sunounced he had had enough and
would &top off the train as soon as
it returned to the barn, The crowd
cheerad and speedily opened tha way
The gripmen of the three succeeding
trains also resigned,
| A mob at Forty-seventh and Cot-
tage Grove avenue stopped the car
und pulled the crew off and beat them
; and tipped closed coaches over aund
wmashed the grip appAratus,

a | Judge Bradshaw Overrules '.:'mmurr.rl

Bradshaw held that the state could!
the Uracks of the|
Company. of that the state could es-| THE COMMON COUNCIL OF
“roise Lhe right of emibent ml
Over any usnocenpled portion of the

OPINIONS OF
LEGISLATORS

e o<
heland b= Members of Mouse and Sen-

ate Are Responding to the
Governor's Request.

CORVALLIS HEARD FROM.

IM Much Unamimity of Opinion—

right of way

The portage road survey touches
the O R & N right of way at five
i'--- its in the 11 miles, but at no point |
{does It approach nearer the twrack
than 30 feet. Right of way through
all other property has Leen secureq |
iy ".‘ 5..1"

Some Seek the Repeal of the Cor-
poration Tax L—.u'c-m
of Other Matters Than the Tax Law
—~Others Stand True to
the Howr,

Issues of

The following concensus of opinion

| from the members of the legislature,

on the special session is gleaned from
b+ stale press
Representative T N, Murphy, of
AL oouretly, wie s Al prosest coe-
fined at

his home iz La Grande with

| lllpess, will consalt with his comstitu-

“nts and art in sccordance with thelr
seuliment o the matter. He bhas Dot
apswered the governor's letter and is

| not in position to do so until be con
| fers with the taxpayers

correspondent |

Sepator Justus Wade, of Sammer-

laborers this | ville, Union county, favors a special
and over 50 men |session, but believes the tax law
day ri--ar:r;if;h-'u.:
Part | cn

»

be remedied and the session
BUUTT 10 SAVE eXPELESS

Senator Watt Tyler Smith and E;

resentative B F. Jones, of Linecoln

county, bave jolned with tle county

::ut-bo_-n:. Judge and otber citizens In p

: 'xtras. Bave|for a special session to relieve the
w scene all day, the| sogncial condition of that county, oc-
pass ng the side alout 2| casioped by the 'oss of the iax hvy. A

Representative | B. Rddle, of
Douglas county, belleves th: session
should be called but the logisiation
confined 1o the tax law aloge, to save
costs on the people

Herbert Holman joiot represents-

.| tive frem (lackamas and Mul/tnomab

counties, waols 0 wear ng maussie
and will not agree to comsider noth-
ing but the tax law and says if iLhe
sesiion s beld other matters of im
potance sbould be attended w and
refuses o answer the courtecus let-
ter from the governor. Huimar
would like very much to see the cor
poration fax law repealed at the spec
ial sessiop, it s rumored

Wasbhington county members will
Dot express an opinion butl are dete:-
mined not to agree to confipe .Jelr
action to the tax law, alone, as there
are other matters pertalning to the
affairs of that county which demand
immediate relief. One of Lhe mallers
tha: would be brought up fromm Waash-
ington county is relief from the pres-
en: damaging congeston of trafic oo
the Southern Pacific lines in that
county.

Representative Loaries V. Galio
way, of Yambill county, believes the
sesalon should be called azd that 1t
should be just as short as the coo-
siderat'on of the tax aw will permit
of, but be declines to pledge himself
not to counsider any other measure
stating that he desires to be free o

poration tax law will be

there Is urgent need of
of 1903 in many portions
and that when this remedial
tion is passed, the session should
Journ without imposing unneceesary
expense on the taxpayer. Mr. Eay
was a vigorous oppon2a: of the new
tax law last winter. He will agree t»
the terms of the governor's demand
by promising not to consider any
other matter than the tax law, unless
some emergency not Dow existing

to the mining corporations !n those

counties that are so bitterly opposed
to it

LAND OFFICE APPOINTEES.

Appeinted and Confirmed by Request
of Senator Mitchell,

Portland, Nov. 12.—~The Journals
gpecial Washington correapondent
“ays Scnator Mitchell received unanl
mous consent in executive sesslon to
day for consideration of the
land office appoiniments,
ate ~oufirmed Edward W, Da
register at La Grande; A S
as register at Oregon City;
U'. Snyder, as recelver and John Wat-
son as register at Lake View,

{4

"T"SUMMONED THE FORCE.

Wil Find Whether lh" Know as
Much as Tney Claim to.

Topeka, Nov, 12—As a result of &
l10-column story in last night's edi-

force of the Evening Herald was sum-
moned into the district court today to
&ive evidence.
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