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TUCKER, THE

Iu 186D, sometime after the

sCoLT,

fall of
Vicksburg, Gen, * Hod” Juckson wasin
cuminand of the cavalry in Mississippi,
with headquarters gouerally located at
Canton U o

weys from Mobils to Memphis, and

|other points witkin the Federal lines, |

I was detained at Canton for a couple
awaiting the return of & spe
cinl messcuger, whom | had sent to
with and
ourn there | met with the

of weeks,
Richwond cortaln  papers,
during this »
was kuown throughous all
l.ill'.l.ulL'I.".l Mooult \‘\
tance (if you call it so) with this

person who
hat regi
ncqual
singular being began undor the follow
ing horrible I was not
on duty at Unuton, s d had nothing to
do ex sl o kil

ircutnalance s

timne in any way I

uld wlile awniting the return of my
mirsse g er IThere were sote Yankeo
prisoners detained thers, and the upper

story of a large store was occupied as &

Unie evening,

i litary prison MU prpos

ing it to L") possil le that among these
prisoners there might bo some one from
whom | knew, | went to the
oKk al them I did

I any scguaintances among them,

M issour
1ris i Lo take a e
pot
i

it spent an hour chatting pleasantly

wilh by in blues” giving them
uch eonsolation as wan possible nnder
theiwr dreasy and unvomfortabile circum
stances I found amoug these pris

ners (a8 | had generlly found swong

e of Yy numerous jour |

| mouth was small, but full and r«l,‘aiuun] to do s0.”
especially the short plump upper lip “And your testimony will show, I
Altogether he was cne of the most | think, that the cecurrence was altogeth-
strikingly handsome young men | ever | er nccidental,” said the young man, very

now Lut there was a sort of strange, quietly.
| nimless, constant nervousness about The sergeant carried him off The
every graceful line and movemont of Yankees with whom I had been con-

Ihis face and forma that created in wll versing were greatly grieved at the sad
who saw him an iostant feeling of | fate of their fellow-prisoner, but they
doube, uneertuinty and anxiety an un n-.H_x qu'-inmﬁd that his death was se-
detined M pression that about this beau

tiful being thors wust be sowething un-

| eudental
usual, something outre, perhaps some
thing wrong These
words [ heard the 'I-u)' u]ﬂ-uk, and t]l-'_\r'

act 80 abominable as this was, if it

was iutentionally done. As | passed

were the first | an

in Jackson's command, 1 will take care are regarded by some persons a8 &

that you have no opportunity to make |
s speech st all”
“You mean that yon will arrest me1” |

| he said, and kis hand crept round to

They thought it uncharitable | that,” he answered
to suppose that such & nice, gentlemwan- | 1 want you to advise we what to do.” |4 guist, musing
Iy young fellow could have committed |

the handle of & piltr.a! on his hip, |
“Certairly, I will,” said I, fixing my |
gnze steadily on him, “if you say suy-|
thing more shout that speech-making.”
“You are a pretty bold man to say |
“But let it pass.

“Toll me first how you got back to
this place again.” !
“Perhaps I had better not. You seem

monomanise, and, therefore, i
ble for your crimea.”

*That is worse than Hobson's choios,”
he answered, langhiog lightly; “eithep
& lunatic, or a mu y or —cmzy
and also eriminall”

“Cartainly, I think you
example of the

of these twn

“I am sure I don't know,” he said in

ing way, “I can at any

time shut my cyes and see our quiet,
old country bome on Sugar Creek, thera
in Missouri. [ cau see the fertile bot.

were apoken clearly, iocisively, in & through the guard-room, on leaving the | to have some prejudices against murder  tom-fields coversd with a light veil of

luI.nvry_ bautering prison, I said :

“ Sergeant, who is the young man
that shot the prisoner!’

“They call him ‘Tucker the Scout,’”
answered the sergeant

Before | had been long at my board-
ing-house, I received a request from
ticular share in it “Red” Jackson to come round to
is ouly exhibited in the contests of man | ;4 h““l'l aarters.  After the usual pre-
to man, and when it comes to that we | i ingries. the Gen. said :
defy Gul's -nllh. to match un w1 understand that vou were present

“Oh, 1 know,” answered the Yankee, when Tucker shot a p;:murr this even-
that the Boutherners are brave g ing. I am informed, also, that you are
loubts that. But | rather guess | | L wver -
« mavy of us feel able 0| 1 45id that his informant was correct.
own in most any kind of al g4 Kis request I narrated the circum-

peculiar, mingng,
Lot |
I Ok ves! Of eourse the Yanks and
all other men are brave enough when
there is & crowd of them together, and
the danger s distributed among so
many that nn one ean [rr! his own In(

but personal coursge | (jen

kel
that » [

hold our

fight Dixie' shows splendid dash~ | 500 0n just as they had occurred.
elag as the French call it; but we| «What is your opinion of the act!”
Yankees ‘came to stay,” " said Jackson.

“Yes," said the young man, “with “1 think it was a deliberate, premed

YOU WATP I8 on & wrong bess, ke every itated, malicious murder, for which he

the Yankees who were in our hands : -
NS - i 8 < they had to | SHing ele.  An army is & corporstion, | oucht to be hung.”
snks ‘Tn vasard 6 thale tvestiment wae ] TN .j._u,, fight with machinery. The “] suppose vo,” said Jackson musing-
wooount of thé bad quality and in-| 200 s all, and the individual is noth- | |y wqlthough he could make s very
Balani quantity of tlll-' rations fur \ng. ]-.l;_. love their -nul:tr_-.- tor what o rer i argument to show that 1t '“‘;1
hed thes Ihe fact was that tl . they can make out of it They commuit accident
i (1) “u 1 s . a LR 8 4 o L i -
men. who hed been sccustomed to the | ™ holesals wurder for political Suprem “Yes,” I said, “the other priwnrn b
ntiful  supplies furnished by the 1 :' :‘" .'1‘_ 1" f."nmri_\-" u! n:n "‘1 -] t'l-:!']‘-"_ liew mu_hu pretense that it was scel
Federal authoritica, never rewained | W N D P W e Sty | aaniel
¢ in Coufederate prisons without | d hence legislate aguiost the ‘code of | w[¢ wag murder,” said the Gen. de-
g i g into a i of chronic bun honor,” which furnishes the only cocent | gigively, “J know it But the fact
ger 0 o thes aid way for ge :.tl..:,‘.-“ to setile l‘!.o- r -*'..'u’ puts mwe in an “k"lﬂi }--ml:un Tuck-
. I' o tty hard us We don't '-..l “l.‘ the ssnliment ‘n.-h holds er's services as a scout }.l-l"& been II-
the roty et MO
s b g keep up bealth and hat patrictism, piety, and the honor .,.c invalualile to me, but he is not &
y pb . A cons of scen-l" { men and women are worth :.,--‘.L‘I-..' soldier. He has steadily refused to en-
aad s ! s of wesh cusad excrpt o ... value, 18 cowardice not list, and hn:ir.-_' a rt‘fu,;n: fromwm Missoun
salt, by 1 charcoal process | BO8 Where ”"I' re are no d “I% 1t is contrary to Confederate law to
T'he wa et is eaten without relish | F2eT® oan he no gentlemen, for gentle- one ript him. They say he has killed
i the lack of salt. We feel ag | €0 must fight whon there is occasion | qwenty-three Yankees with his own
W slowly starving to death tor it, and "‘_’ y never ‘go to law’ to gt hand, three of whom were prisoners
1 as Yea it io te ' I'-" siaction for an insult. whom he murdered in cold-blood. He
But wh 1 get used o i uw ‘I suppose,” said the Yankee, “that ' g 16t a soldier, and cannot be court-
. 1 sui that vou | ™® Wouki be as ready for it ss other
. \n'l x [ men if our lnws "'r“".h'i it I SUP | not l!-p‘\‘ to citizens.
: . 2 - that we would not have such laws -
I :_ ”,1 atld thar | 1T It Were not necessary to have themn
\ . 1ot he " ’ s s
‘I 1 rou ' in <r-'-rt-- prevent dusiing “- f-lh;:,x
- " . . . that th S . . A2 toad ’
. 1 and | | that the custom is one of the ‘relics o' point, and was, as he claimed, also an
4 gaing £a o T B barbaram 1[..-| that it belongs to the accident. Gen. -McPherson, who was
' en od. and asked | ¢ .""‘" of civilizalion that e akes commanding at Viesburg, sent in a de-
- T oxpected us t possible the fact of Afri aAn savery,  mand by flag of truge for the randition
_ that e losk the Democratic party, and the Southern f Tucker, and I surrendered him as
| put | | . haver Methodist Church. _“ e are 10 A& fair ¢)he pasiest way of disposing of the case
and took y own  rati say- | ™Y M bury some of these ‘relics’ out | Lapdly know what to do about it in
“ lof sight forever, and it is to be hoped | (}hix instance.”
tha " ] M A p— » .
‘Well here is mine; TIl ivade you | B - others will not be preserved “Why did not McPherson execute
mine fur yours, and give a onedollas wuch k :';' . him 1”
Confederate note to boot™ . | “But,” said the young man, laughing. “He mnever got the chance. They
I looked st his wrwtched supply, and Iv, while a baleful light burned in his put handeuffs on Tucker, and put him
refused to exchang beautiful eyes, “you wander away from | 5, the train at Big Black Bridge, to
You ought to b satisfied then,” 1 the question. We ware talking 1bout  take him to Viekshurg. Tucker doubled
aid, “that we are doing the best we | PeTeonal coursge Now, I don't doubt | yp, his thumbs in his palms and fingers,
Bt e il In fact, 1 am paying that you are a pretty good soldier for a slij !w‘ the handeuffs off, struck the
twenty dollars a day for my boand, and Yankee, but you haven't got true ‘grit.’ | sunpd on the temple with the iron rings,
J ' r . i he barrel of : : 2
[ get little more. True the landlord | 3 08 can't sight down the barrel of my |ymped the train, and in & short time

got by diggioug
up the dirt in an old smokehouss, '|'.
nsh h

which water, loiled

s & little salt that he

mg It ap in ar ppeer, and pour
ng water over it
down, yielded up the salt  that had
led down from the
0 Ihe salt is about the calos
cotch  snufl, but
ittle”

“ls this country so nearly starved
outl” said suother.« [ thought it was
ps fertile as any land on earth

“And vou are correct in that opin

1 wmiel
‘l'---lt--l]-l'l h-li'l_\' Lo s il ?||-- army f--I

trick meat cured long

it seasons food a

e Z

a year. The trouble is not in the scars
city of supples, but is in the fact that
the government is alwavs short of
‘ransportation,
get these supplies to the points wher
they are needs d You will fare better
ns soon as the bridges between here and
| Meridian ean bo vepaired.”

| While we were talking a voung man
entered the 1-»ng room, and was stand
ing about half-way down the length of

it, lnnghing and talking with a Yankee. |

There conversation soon became so an
imated as to attract our attention, and
n'-]u-\':nﬂ\' drawn to this
He was clad in a neat apd

IIIilI»l wns
youth,

rties dealring advances on their Wonl heautifnl suit of gray cloth: he wore a

'owtlund, Or,
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wort of goods 1o my e of bisiness
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. n Pendlerln

= | greceful

L 2N
| 'him again, and the second glance re-|

| Ciive we your Onders and be Convinced,

fine, black, felt hat, in which a single

thy w bright  steel buckle, and droops d
ek over the erown and rim of the hat.
Iln Wik llnll“. luul 111]1:]1:‘"!!)‘ lnuill.

jand in eviry pose and movemoent as

and s hrlglll

ance aAboue him that one could searcely
m him without desiring to look at

vealed a face of remarkable beauty, in
|

|unearthly almost. The short-cut hair
was as black as jet, aud curled up
{everywhere close to the soal The
brow was low, hut broad beanti-
{fully moulded. The oyes were large,

black, and soft —almost melting in their |

|splendor.  The face was beardless, del-
| ienta, and the choeks, which were abso-
| lutely rosy, (not many cheeks ARk so,)
| glided off softly into a prominent chin,
| purfeetly formed but of unusual length,
Ihin nose was high, straight, and powt-
ed, with thin, wide nostrils, and the

Sk e T S

" eve and calmnly sighted down the bar

“Therw is food enough |

and there is no way to

as Apollo, |
There was sueh a jaunty trimo appear. |

which, however there was at once per |
ceived something unnatural, fascinating |

1z, but South.
eutlemoen can meet -l»'n‘,h, !l!.-'.:‘lf'-
l, with a smile You can face it
even ns a test.  Try it, if you dare!”
| And with a light, mocking laugh he
extended his arm.  The Yankee looked
startled for & moment, but he shut one

revolver without {linchin returned to this vicinity. The soldiers
here condemn his conduct, but sympa
thize strongly with the man, especially
because they understand that his fam-
ily wore terribly wronged by the Yan.
kees in Missouri, and also, because they
do not think he is entirely sane. He
must be punished, but I hardly see how
to get at it legally.”

“Wait a day or two,” said I. “Per
hapse Gen. McPherson will demand him
lguil’l i

i Impﬂ he will,” said Jackson.

It happened as I had suggested, for
in sbout forty hours a flag of true came
in from the Yankee outpost at Big
Black, with a requisition for Tucker,
and he was at once delivered up to the
Yankees, and carried away by them. A
young girl rushed out to where Tucker
sat on his horse, as they were about to

rel of the pistol with the other
“You haidl better dodge,” said the
voung man, with a tantalizing langh

[ “1 am going to fire at the word ‘three.’

Dodge! Dodge! *‘One!’ *Two!'"

The Yankes never flinched.

“'Threa!'"”

I At the word, the long, delicate finger
pressed down upon the trigger, a loud
report rang through the room, and the

poor Yunkee .I:'n] ]n‘rl dead in his tracks,

v bullet having errabhed through his

right eye into his brain.

A thrill of borror ran through every
one nt the sight of this cowardly, cold-
blooded, inhuman murder, while the
young man stood ll‘lllb\ll-'.: down upon
hin victim, his beautiful * face still
wreathed in that mocking, wicked smile,
and his ]mﬂm{ ]iim flecked with a |igh|
froth, like foam. It was only for an
instant. I sprang forward and seized
his delieate throat with a grasp that| 1 think this was on Friday morning;
forced skin, nerve, and muscle against and on the following Sunday night,
the very bone, with one hand, and with | while I sat smoking my pipe, and sigh-
tha other clutched the pistol, saying: | ing for the return of my Richmond
“(ive it up, murderer, coward, brute [" | messenger, there was a knock at the
He gave up the weapon at onoce, stand- | outer door of my room, which Ol'k‘nﬁ‘.l
ing passively and offering not the slight- upon a swall yard. I opened the door,
Upon seeing this, 1 re- | and the lithe form and handsome face

He gulped as if 1 of “Tucker, the Scout,” presented them-
had choked bim pretty hard, and then  selves in the doorway. 1 was, of course,
eaiil, mildly and pleasantly, and with a | a good deal surprised at this unexpect-
bemning smile : !

“Major, it is rather rongh to chokea

| man so for & mere accident like that,” |and be soated.
“Accident 1" 1 eried, astonished. off his hat, clearly revealed the beauti-

“Certainly,” he said, with his wicked | ful contour of his head and neck.
smile. “Every one saw that I was in |
perfect good humor, and was only jok- | to talk to you a little”
ing the Yauk. 1 hope no one doubts| “Well, what is the matter!”
that the pistol was discharged by auui-' “I have had a prefty narrow
Tdent.” | and this thing of being handed over to

ony of grief and despair, appealed to
the Confederates to rescue their com-
panion in spite of Gen, Jackson's order.
Tucker was greatly xrm-nked by her
action, and requested her mother to
come and take the foolish child away.
She did so, and he was carried away
within the Federal lines.

| et resistonce,
leased his throat.

onlm assurance with which he spoke
But 1 called the sergoant of the guard, l
and upon his coming up 1 said :
“Take this man into custody, and re-
port the fact. I charge him with the
, willful murder of & prisoner, and will

1 have been thinking of getting the
hoys together and making & speech to
them that would stop it.”

“I am not on dnty harn,” 1 ALSWeT-
od ; “but as

leave, and clinging to his knees in ag-|

martisled, as the ‘Articles of War' do | gther if T would take the oath of alle
- There are 10 riance to the gridiron flag. with a par-
civil courts to send him before. The pose to keep it, join the Yankees, and
last crime he committed before thisone weout for him along the Yazoo.
oocurred after | took command of this o] what would be the result if I refus

| would give me until morning to think | girl does

you have avriaised me of | bly

had better get down to business. The

accept my offert’

til sun-up instead of sun-down. They
put me under close guard in a tent A
One Yankee stood outside with his ¥ou!
gun, and a big fat Dutchman stayed in
the tent with me

threats over and over again, unti] I
thought the brute never would go to
sleep.
last, and as soon as he snored fully and
regularly, [laid my thumbdown straight
'in the palm of my hand, drew my tin-
gers close up together, that way,
Tucker, stretching out his long s
| hand in the position described by him,
“and slipped my hdnd through the
iron wring without the slightest difticul- |
| ty.
| hand over the Dutchman's mouth, and
glued my fingers to it, at the same ix.
|stant that I seized his butcher-knife
'with the other hand,
| strong, quick blow plunged the full
length of the blade into his stupid carcass
right above the collar-bone, and then
jerked the
time or two to cut through the wind
pipe and main arteries.  He did not_d
| squeal or kick.
|once, and then straightened them out
|again and in & minute or & minute and
' a half at most, he was ns dead as Juiius
| Crosar,
tent with the Dutchman’s
| slipped through.
ed apparition ; but, mastering my as- |
| tonishmant, I invited him to come in | then it out for
He did so, and, mklﬂ! ! am homw"
lquic‘t. mwatter-of
“1 am in trouble,” he satd, “and want | it atnnlolual{“ r:mlistio. :
slightest dou be told it precisely he
as the thing had occurred. '

~aven the murder of & Yaukee or of a
Dutehman.”

He said this with a light, mocking
laugh that actually made my blood run
cold.” |

“Yes, 1 loathe crime. But, never |
theless, tell me how you got back.”

“It is very singular. BSeusible, clear- |
headed wen like you and ‘Red’ Jackson
tnink that if ten thousand rebels and |
ten thousand Yanks go out and buther
snch other sll day long, that's ‘war/’
‘glorious war' If even one thousand
oo & side go at it, that's a ‘skirmish,’
and it's all right and bonorable. If
even five, or three, or two on a side
shoot and stab, it is & small ‘skirmish,’
or & ‘picket fight,’ and is not eriminal. |
But when I kill one of the miserable
scoundrels, because 1 hate them all, |
that's murder.” f

“Certainly, sir. It 13 murder, with- |
out referance to the number engaged, |
when it is done from personal hatred,

or from any private motive. But how | their room up stairs, the girl
did you get back "

“When they took me before General |
McPherson, in the camp near Vieks |
burg, he indulged in what I suppose to |
be the usual cant and hypocrisy about |
my ‘wickedness,” until linterrupted him |
by asking him whether ha drew any |
extra pay for lecturing prisoners ; and |
when he answered no, but that it was|
my ‘youth, courage, and good looks
that awakened interest’ and led him to |
talk to me, I assured him that he was
wasting both time and eloquence, and

Yankee seemed to be sctually taken
with me, and finally offered we pretty ‘.

large advantages in one way and an-

1 aak- |
ed, and he said he would have me
hanged at sun-down. ‘Shot, you mean,’
said 1. *No," said he, ‘hanged.’ “Well,’
said I, ‘vou had better get your rope
ready. It will not be long until sun-
down." Then he said: ‘So yon have
made up you mind to hang rather than
I told him that if
it had to be decided then, I had; if he |
it over, 1 could not now say what con-|
clusion I might come to. After some
more talk he concluded to give me un- |

When he got sleepy |
he made me lie down beside him, and
put one bizselet of a pair of handcufis

on his own left wrist and the other on

wy right one. He then tock a big

butcher-knife, and stuck the point in|
the ground beside him, the handle stick-
ing up. He assured we that the knife
! was for my special benefit, and that I.i‘
| T moved hand or foot during the night =

he would rip me all to pieces with the and pinions ~ them together.
knife.

He made fritters of the King's
English in his talk, and repeated his

He weout to sleep, however, at

I then lightly and quickly put my

and with one|

handle back and forward a

He drew his legs up |

I cut a slit in the side of the
kuoife, and
I erept along

of Pt;n brush, and |

got to the
ton, and to-night 1

He gave this ?::;: ::ril:iilll strange,
¥ y tha rendered
I had not the

“Ad what do you propose to do herel
“That is just the question. Do you

3
|

I was simply dumfounded by the the Yankees whenever they choose to|think Jackson will surrender me to| you would have
| call for me, is more than I can stani. | the Yankees againl”

“Yea! or hung you himself.”
“Aund you, 1 suppose, would approve

of that disposition of mef”

NIf sy objection could be reasona-
made to such & courss, I

it
appear to tostify to the same whenever your inlc_-!h:u 102 oaie insubordination twould be baged upon the fu‘tm

e

cud
| The fowls bave long been

'a chapter from the volum

new-fallen snow. The clear, thin blus
smoke of burning hickory floats aw
peacefully from the old stone
mto the still starlight ni
cattle stand about the barn
bars, chewing their eon
a

1
ol

H

only oecaionally the shrill, clear note
the roosters wake the echoes of the
neighboring hills.  And now

baired father puts on his
with the big miver frames,
what slowly, but very reverentl

EiE

¥

aboct the Lord in whom
The venerable m . the
dren, the big brother and a
who has cowme qud the
the grown daughter, a harmless,
attractive girl of ni
singing & Methodist

kneel, and the old man
simple, fervent prayer.
night is said, and the two

I

W

E

|
1

E

<
F

i

boys go

5

her bed-room, also up stairs;
folks put the children to bed and
ves. It is the calm,

inoffensive life of respectable,

%l}&i

do Misouri farmers. If there are any
su i as crime, hatred, and vio-
lence in the world, they know not of it,
think not of it there. The night ad-
vances. The girl's last pure and happy
slumber is rude.y broken by the shouts
and curses of a drunken mob of brutal
soldiers, the of their weapons,
the neighi ﬂirhonu,li.liq
of rifle and pistol shots. She

| terrified from her bed and

windows come the flerce glare of conflae

gration, and she sses that the isig
tlarnes at all four corners st once.
throws a hblanket over her shoulders,
and flies throngh the room, down the
stairs, through the hall, out the front
door intn tge yard. There she seeq
first a cordon of brutal scoundrels sup
rounding the place, clad in the forevey
accursed blue of the Yankee uniform.
Then she sees her mother bending in
unuttermble grief over the murdered
body of her gray-headed father, and the
terrified children around. Herhl'ﬂ-::
is su ing the fast dying form of
nriglflt::"l son, whom she loves 'l\.
not nor cry nor faint
starts to ‘mm to where her.
brother and lover are. Then a devil in
the shape of a man darts forward, and
in hoarse tones of drunken, brutal pas-
sion, bawls: ‘Drop that blanket, d—n
for she has drawn the blanket
closer around her, not for the thinking -
of the cold, but to hide her almost nak-
ed form from the eyeaof the devils who
surround her. Then she turus her eyes
full upon the brute, stops for an instant,
says nothing, and takes another step
toward her brother and her lover
Then the rufian steps back, siezes a
musket from one of his companions,
and with oune devilish styoke plunges
the bayonet shrough the girl's I‘Lrng

£:

bolding the musket with one hand, un-
til one of his miscreant sccomplices
\darts forward to take hold of it,

the other hand he snatches off

blanket, and then tears off the light
chemise, which was her only dress, and
twists the gi
around wi

" ugid @are of the burning .
lender Wpon her pallid face and quivering

form, and shouts to his devil compan-
ions: ‘Boys she is a damned
little rebel, aint shel 1 see the

<

er's sttention attracted by this brutal

speech; be lets the dying form of his
companion slip from his knee to the
ground, and with the csy and spring
a panther he elutches the brute
throat with his naked hands, w0
be stretched senseless by a blow from
the butt of another musket. Then |
hear the exquisite music of a Httle
volloy of Msssquri shot-guns, from the
irection of the barn. Several of the
Yaukees fall in their tracks ; the
rest flee pell roell ; three who ase cap-
tured, are dnged forward and are
hurled into the debris of the burning

e, and are burned up with it; the

er i§ restoved to consciousuess;

Fa

until | the girl with her own hands pulls the
bayonet from ber thighs without a

or groan, resuges ber blanket, lld‘z
carried to a nuighbor's house.”

The scout's eyes glowed like Illrl.lz
coals; his coice ‘was low, musical,
mn?.idm.a, and then musingly

Ob, sir, if %het bad been your home,

kuees in the spow, w
liiu.u‘dl did, and you
registerzd & burning vow -
never % nww
to follow, to wt you
call it so—thoss devilish .
(CONCLUDED OF FOURTE PAGE )




