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MISSION OF A BIT OF LACE.

I shall be erazy if
things go on in this way much longer !
was the winding up exclamation of Burke
Add s distracting reverie. He was
sitting by the open window in dressing-
g‘n and slippers, fuming inwardly over
broken limb which had kept him in
doors for weeks, his neglected business,
and the state of things in the kitchen and
all over the house. He was & widower,
and a slip-shod lackadaisacal girl made
an effort to perform the duties of house-
keeper for hims. He was ruther a help-
less, pitiful object, as the lords of crea-
ion are 80 be, unless there isa oa-

j

apt
woman af their heels. He biad
widower over a year, and during
that be had a sweet taste of the
dificulties of getting & good hounse
mv. He bad changed every few

. Ome indulged too freely in the
use of stimulanta and in a 6it of intox-

i

ped herselfl
sundry valuables and took French leave

A third set before him snch outrageous- |

.ﬁ

¥ cooked dishes that he came near dying
of dyspepsis one week and starvation the
ofber, and so on until now he bhad one on
sufferance whom he sometimes thought
was worse than any of the rost, whom he
vowed should be cleared out as soon as=
bhe was sbout again.
believe that there wasn't a capable

He had begun to |

| wonder if she s a widow ¥

woman in the whole city, at least none |

that be could lay his hands on
He hesrd the patter of little feet along
the entry. and the door was pushed open
%y & little girl of three summers or
éhereabouts, who entered bolding up her
Little apron :n which were some eolored
candies. “‘See what [ dot from the can-
dy msan” she Lisped. holding out her
ittle <habby, sciled
bands, and showing them 1o ber father
'l'hn':u ing down qm’:ﬁ)y o the npet
swept carpet, she proceeded to

herself with the ‘twlt‘mmb

e utterad & half despairing groan as
looked at her tium face, which was
¥ pretty, when clean, but was now
bedaubed with the colored candies o its
ber tangled curis
looked as if they had not known brush
or comb for & week; ber stockings were
sofled and wrinkled, and the trimming
was torn from her dress o several places.
“How the child is neglectad™ he
thought, watching her as, in biissful on-
oonscionsness of dirt and disorder, she
smacked bher lips after each dsiuty
morsel. “*She is growing ap like a weed,
and ber clothes lock =s Iy as any
He Lad

;

ness | Was pos:-
tively puinful to him. When bhe had
married bhe bad made his home in a dis
tant city from his own, aud pone of his
relatives or those of his wife were pear

must be done.” he solilo-

. 1shall have o
take s day and look sround ss soom as |
s better. I've sworn I won't advertise
for thew. I shouwid be besieged by a
bost of hushand hanters.  It's plagued
strange that no ove of my scquaintance
of a capalfle person thes can

AL juncture a girl in a soilad cal-
wrmapper, that was short behind snd
both sides, opened the doar.
a dull, monotonous fsce, and
Bt one wondered what eculd
ission in the world.

o shall I get for supper, sir?™

“1 't care, anything vou like,” he
returned shortly, well knowing that food
was invarisbly spoiled in the cooking,
and therefore it was superfiuoas to order.

EE{:{t;ig

8

The girl looked st him dolly, and then |

without reply turped and went down
stairs. He grasped his crutehes and
ﬂ::luuud the mc;:‘-while to work
off his impstience. bel began to
langh st bis movements, which looked
novel t0 her, and having finished her
candy, got up and pattered aloug beside

**(Go down stairs and ask Jane to wash
our face and hands.™ be said in an
rritated tone. He loved her, but it an-
i messure to see her in
With a suddenly sobered
snd quiver: lips the little one

i “HL pl:ia beart smote
“I shall becowe

:

o bear belore . be theught. |
"'m -a&ai:‘gﬁnng I must

:

not to visit my annoyance
Shes agood little thing,
ber fanit thst she s

aguin, and laid aside Lis
forgot the present for

the past regretfully.

bad been & proud, happs
dmm&.agm 4

It was the

requested her, if she
the
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went back and |
Five |

right sweed, |

L ] ’

| tuke charge of my bouse’

With these thoughts in his mind, his |
eve wanderad through the open wisdow
to the wand below, Ther were back
yards, but pleasant omes for sll that, |
with clean brick pavements, with beds |
of bright, fragrust summer fowers hore
and there, grape vines and other sbrub
bery clinging on trellises, in all making
a perfect picture of summer bloom and
verdure
heads skywand, faintly suggesting the
“forest primeval” to the oity denizens,
Then he looked across to & window ex-
actly opposite to his, where a lady sat

sewing. Ho had watched her overy day
since he had boen a prisover in thal
room. She plied hor needle all day,

with only short intervals of absence from
her room, and must accomplish a good

deal, be thought, lher fingers flew so
mpidly. She was pot pesr enongh for

him to discern her festures, but there

was something in her air and sttilude as |

she sat st work that interested him and
made him like to watch her
serceive that she was not posing for lis
{wn!'ﬁt_ alchongh she must be aware that
he Jooked a good deal in ber direction
She was tall and graceful, he could see
wden she arose to walk, and there was
cortain self-posscssion and  absence of
flurry in her wovements that mule hiza
feel it would be a relief to his tired soul
to have such a woman near lum
“Sewing! eternally sewing’” he maut
tered. ““l wonder woman don't get tired
to death of such mopotonous, confasing
work! 1 s ppose ll:t'_\ do l‘.“nlial':'\
she bas to esrn her living in that way. |
He bhad &
horror of widows. *“Probably wot, or
she wonld have tried 1o serape acgnaint
arce before this time I wish I conld
have just such s neat-looking woman for
housckeeper But, lu'fla'\i"_ istane:
lends euchnotment. Il ve a mund o go
round 1o sew her when 1 et well That
bouse 1s—lot me se —the same number

as this, for those streets are nambered
just alike. Bat then [ should not know
who to ask for. It would be mther

avkward to ask for the lady who sits
sewing by the window up two Highis
far it's a lodging-house, where folks ar

notl supposed to know each other's bus

ness. | puess she 1= alone in the world
for she dou't seem to have manv callers
80 there would be no mse to talk about

ber,” he thought sputefully, remes
ing how Dora Bolunson, a span

forty-five, had refused 10 come and keep
honse for luw, a man of twentv-eight,
for fear people would alk. *“No

wonld he Lo secGse toe of

ool enough Y

designs on thal ancient female,”™ b
thought, ungallantls “1 shouldn®
think of meddling with my graod
mudlier The idea of g=iling thas gt

:5-lise person across Lae yands (o keej
nse for dum,

I shoald think sbe might prefor i
that cverlasting sewing. 1 wish |
eali scvoss and ask ber. Hang
tionalities! It's a denced baore
mun 1S in my posibon.”

A sudden gust of summer wind, bear
ing on = wings the odor of Howers
=W v-l-'l threagl the Yards
to close with a guack cla
ETSpe-Tines stnarudv and

soetned to possess hiu
canv i
L vyel-
wWhelh a

aus i'a.-‘l AR

commotyan among the foliage of the
trees.  “Quite a little winrlwimmd =™ be
thought, and st that momeut he savw a
serap of something white sail guiskiy

out of ber window and whirl Isutasticalls
over the yard. It meandered a fow @o
ments gracefully, then, like & carner
dove with a message, it flew straight
across 1o his window, paused & moment
in front of it, and then flottered into kis
face. It was s bt of solt, « ugti_\ . delieate
Lo ‘It belongs to bher work''
thonght. ‘1 wonder if she saw where it
came ' He looked seroes 1 her window
Her head was tarned in
He Leld uj the lace, of which 1here was
aboat half & vard

S o nodded with a smile that showed
bher pearly teeth. “Wonder if they are
ber own,” be thonght. He saw ber get
up and put on her hat and shawl. ““She
is coming.” he thoaght ““This is toc
valnable to lose © Belore long he heard
the bell ring, and the girl come to tell
him that s lady st the door wanted some-
tiuug, she could not tell what, She ua-
derstood her to say somethiog sbont a
bit of lnce.

“Show ber up,” be suid, and in a few
moments the lady be had so much desired
to see clowwy stood in the room She had
s bright, good nsturefl, practical face
just the face be shiould sappose would be
associated with her movements. She was
past her first youth, was probably thirty-
five. He politely asked gwr to e seated.

“J called for my lace, which the wind
was jll-nstared enough to carrv off,” sl
said with a frank smile

“Which I am happy to retara to you,”
be said as he piesed it to ber.

“It is & sunall prece,” she sid, “but it
is quile expensmive. It belongs to an-
other person, and if I lost it 1 shonld
have to replace it.”

She made s movement to go

“Please do not hurry,” he ssid; “‘vou
see | xo an invalid, and your coming in
is 8 break in the monatony.”

She glanced st him and at the erutches
sympathizingly.

I bave been watching von sewing ev
ery day,” he went on. ““Don't you get
tired of it*”

“Yes, som dmes; bat everything grows
tiresome after awhile’

“Wouldu't you like beiter to
housekoeper®™ he said abruptly.

She looked st him in surprise and half
saspicion, and he lastened 1o explain
the situation in which he was placred.

“] want some one neal and capable io
be fimisled ;
“won't you sccept the sitaation®”

“Why do yon suspect that 1 am neat
and capable?” she asked, a pood deal

e

his direction

e »

| surprised st the, to her, premsture pro-

].Haﬂll.

“I dom't know, only that I bhave boen
walching your movements for weoks ™ he
told her, “and 1 believe you would be the
right one in the right place, if you wonld
only scoept the control over the house.
You can ascertain my standing by in-
quiry at the firm of Bent & Knight. Wil
you come”"

“Dou't you want a recommendation?”
she asked with s smile.

*No; your face and manner are recow-
mendation enough.”

“I have no one to consult but myself,
I will come.”

“How soon?" he asked, while Lis face

| lighted up with & smile of relief,

“In—Ilet me see—this is Thursday.
will come on Monday.”

*Very well. We will try to exist until
then. 1 feel sure you will make & change
in this bouse ™ He had seen her quick

oye taking in the general disorder, thh |

littered carpet, the table strewn with otlda
and endds of almost anything. Just then
poor, negleoted little Mable pushed open
the door, singing a little song she laul
beard in her childish fashion. She was
s suuny-tempered little creature.  The
iady glanced at her quickly.

Two or three trees reared their |

He could !

“Not st all,” the lady returned, in her
practical, ploasant way, as she patted the
curly head. “I think she is a nice little
girl,

‘oy what name shall [ call you?
uskod, s she arose to go

“Mra. Iddings. And yours s Addi-
son,” she said. “I got my informstion
from the door-plate,” she added. 1

“Mrs, Lidings,” he mused, whon she
had left; “‘a wadow, | suppose; but with \
that face not o designing one.”

The pext week the reign of M ‘

lee

' Iddings as a housekeeper commenced

The slipshod girl was dismissed, and
from some gquarter unknown to Mr. Ad- |
dison a neat, active girl was procurad
Then the whole hoose underwent a
thorough renovation. BSuch cleaning of
paint, and sweoping, and dusting, and |
polishing. M. Lddings took the lead;
she was notl afraid of work evidently, and
lli r b« I!' '!l-'\'rn‘!'ll .‘rl.\ ”.lu_l - aAs
taken in hand, and came out prim, under
hands of Mrs. lddings, & pretty,
eleanly child, as sweet 10 {ace and taste
ful
whoma
fondle

neser

valt®

in dress as she was In lethper, and
her father delighted 10 Kiss and

Aund then the cocliing. BSurely
Liad b eatef hll\'hu!-!w'fl:;lx,' dishes
as his new housskeeper set before hum
He couvalesced mapidly, and in & short
time to be down twen opce
tore hes a eri‘i of & woman,” he
told his friends, with extremeo satis{sc-

was sl

tion, always relating the circnmstances
| that seut her there, “"That was a blessed
wind that walted that it of lace to me

“NYouall be falling in love with her
suggested Frank Peabody, a bachelor of
forty

“Not atall. Nothing senlimental about
bher; at least, notlung | can discover, but
a fine, sensible, practical woman

And when she hal got the domastic
tmachinery running  smoothly, Mrs
ldding: st Jown one lln} and wrote thas
Biire

Tipane Manwon <iNawme anad see me at 44
wlre i me prepared > slay & wred =ur
priend ul my change? Wel, rame and o9
t=lk [ stn Losrlowper e 8 wWioJower,
and it rese aleout 1o Lhe Tt iest Way -ty
wr Yol mb i o Uil Ay =0 &8 ) ou
can

And the next evemning. o few minutes
after he returned frowm his basiness, Mr
Addison, passing through the hall au
2 KL bre Joor bell, which mng just
th A lady stood there whea be vpen-
el door, who asked for Mre. lddings
The = il « & voioe *trick somwe an
swering chord 1n hes heart, but the lads
wore & vell, and 1t was grosng dask, so
thal e uld not distingmsh ber
feature

L &
Please
Ler [

: of old, but to Lis
: 1k same sweet Manor
And 1 did not know you wers within
s thousand miles of me.” Le exclun
“bint | meant 1o search for you soon
The 1wo were {orgetting the onistopos
o M: Llding bat »l paas: ng
throung t sal heannd § frie -
1 " A =as 1 el B |
that M Addis r o
g uaintanoe ba h tat -
ryenis for & year, bmt ¢ Latts -
DS ?  her L 'Y w sail secrel [ b
1ide Sbke had remaunel anmarned o
these voars, and bad dnftad to
where be was, but bad pot known of his
vabougts or his wife's deat} Mrs

was 'tu'_\ acguaitided with ber

sloTy a3d was mach P ascx] that she Ladl

bewn tie weans of bringing together tice
long wseparsted lovers. Of counrs, 10
dtie titae they wers married . And Barks
was seipesl with a Jdesare for mateh-
making. and intraduonsd Frank Pealssly
to Mrs. 1ddsngs, bring hiss howme to

one evioaing before she Jeft And ¢
upshot nas that she agreed to bee
Frank honsekeeper for hife At

Burke is bappv now, and thinks that tiw
brweze that blew the Int of laew to bima
must have come straight from the gates
of heavegn.

SemaTITITE ok g T axb UpLia

There are women who have neitbher
the ats.wwe mmodities, and uho foreve

mipiain of sour milk and melted batter
As | o 12 thal clas, and ain oS
Mot L 1hal wWay I ¢cun res fhe
w1 ple nd the «fficient way in which |
av th evids It 12 o 0wl remesdy |
&S e s when Il was Bew "ul ywar
batter 18 a glase or 1oostons china Juwh
o .'_n-vf..i. Wy sy re=s OF cliiBa i »
ave it, but avold wood and metal ), hay
ing 8 rover—one Which protecis is el
set this ina shallow earthen dish baif or
wpe=Llurd full of waler, o which & talile-
sposntal of salt has been added ;| cover
shie butier dish with & clean, thick, coare
towel previously wet with cold water, and
¢l the ends of the tlow] hang into Lhe
waler he earthiern dish

Be sure and
aroand e
atd vt ouly bere and there
Now set vour dish in ss cool a place as
v have—in draoght, if posibie,
Change the waler in the lower disl; ever
day every day. not forgetting

have the tow] the water al

giter @

o
I3+ "
¥

or ot her

the sgil. sud be sare Lo keep the eloth on |

all the time, never leaving it off on any

account, if you value the firmness of your
buiter The lstter will oot be as hard as
when ket in the joe-chest, bat 11 will be
qaite frm enough 1o spread nice's Milk
can be kept in the same manner, satmis
lating a } or or jar for the dsh, bot
there o ome Libeuity about @ik » hich
a somelithes Lbaard to osercome It has
has been found that jarring and shaking
has as wnch tendency 1o sour or turn
wilk =+ mere heat, and the only remedy
iti this case s W plare vour wilk on term
bOrma, sas every [oolsten, every passing
vehicle which shakes vour butlding ag
Lates the milk as well I do not know
sus=pension frum a cetliog would overrome
the difenily, bol perliags the ldes i

Worlh Lestiug

His Mixp Wasnens.—A good name 1
rather to be chosen than great nches ™
It s, it is And when we reflect that
when Solomon wrote that he was the
richest man in the world, and carried
enough money looss in his pockets to
pay the national delt, and silver “was

scconnted as nothing in the days of “Sol- |

omon,” and be wouldnt sit upon, ride
in, or est or drink from sanything but
pure gold, and was rising & family of the
worst boys thut ever troubled Lsrael,
wo— but this is pot the sermon depart
ment of this paper, what we were think-
ing of was that —perhaps we don’t make |

it very clear, but Solomon's bhead was |

lovel, after sll. That may not be what
we started out to say, bul itis a great
denl better. —| Barlington Hawkeye.

- -

Savy Tae OLp PasTuRes, —A fow years
sinee | had an old pasture that hid al-
most run ont, covered with weeds and
patched with moss. 1 mizsod a few bar-
rels of salt and wood ashes and spplied

| about two barrels of the mixture peor |
acre, eovering about half the low o
rosult surprised me.

there.™

Before fall the |
“*This is your Little girl you spoke of '
whe said; “‘coma bere and let me seo

ou.

. The ahﬂdﬂ:pnd to her timidly.
“She in ring for eare,” he said,

thankful, bowever, that he had given or-

ders to have her face washod. * whe

louk sltogether be peless?”

moss had pearly dissppesred, and the |
| weods were rapidly following suit, while |
| the grass came j@thick, sssuminga dark
! n color, made fine pastumge.
| The balanece of the lot remained unpro-
ductive as before, bat the following year
was salted with like results.-|Corre-

spondent Country Gemtieman.

Darkness and Light | and, as if o deepon the father's anguish
_ ‘ lo-night, a boy's cap huog there again.
You are
I will not i

has degraded himwell |

“Leave the house jjl'\tﬁll'.:_\..
0o son of meiue from this time
liarbor ole who

How well he remembered it!  He shook
with the memones thal rose io his mied !
His tearful eves scan ely took in the fAgure

S ————

MELLIS BROS. & CO.

126 First Street and 127 Front

Street, PORTLAND, OREGON.

“Here's & tuan, sie, who wishes
meel Llm L el at
half-past nine o'clock shis evening ™

“What can ANy Ooue wanlt with
there™ wsked Mr. Phillips !

*1 cannot tell, sir. | didd not know the
man, bat from the glance 1 had of hia at
the dooar, | shonld say it was the man |
w lor was ludiding on the wliew |
came away, and the same who bought |
Fiestfoot."

“I must go, | suppose . yel, if he isa|
gentleman, | should bardly think he
would expose me W the pain of going

vou o
at hoase vou

me

SAFE

KIDNEY&LIVER

he Rl L

I

Mr. Phillips walked to his old home
with trembling steps.  He looked old and
feoble, ke & man who had numbered
twice his years. He reached the door
that onee opencd 1o his familiar touch
and rang the bell.  The woman who had
#o long kept his houss opeaed it, and
ushared him into the sitting room, from
which yeam ago, we¢ had ordered his boy
from his sight forever.

This thought flashed into his mind, and
was more vivid from the crcumstances
of his own armchsir being removed out
its ordinary place, and a low clnir just in
front of it, on which Samuel had leaned
in passionnte weeping. The boy, in his
misery, on that night, had lefl his oap
banging on the corner of that low ehair,

Safe Reme-
are

and
in Medicine
everywhere.
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and disappointed me,” of & wolie gentlomen who pow entered .
Hard wounds were those to hear from | the room, and disired him to walk arcund
the lips of any oue, stiil harder [row | the bouse. Every piece of furnilure was —THE—
Lhrose of a father. ! in s wld place In his own « hamber, the
Mr, Jobha Uniliips was a proml man | lintle arrasgemnents of the drossing table
ld'nu.l ol |:'.n|M-l!. of Lis fawn 1_1 N the rep were pr wely a8 Lthey ulua_}. woere . and t D ‘;ood H
uiation he hatd acguired for honesty and | in a itile bedroom beside it were the two | es ry s ouse
upright dealing, and of Lhe notice he re l small veds in which bis boys used to ]
cwived from people who were just a step | slecn, 4 !
farther up the ledder of fortane thao | He looked ap st s condactor through | OF THE NORTH'WEST COAST
himseil Fo increase his wealth and con~ | hin last-fa lug lears -‘,u.pt[,”,‘ in his |
seqoaence, he had ground down his family | face, in the stranger’s black, Hashing eyes, =
Lo the most gal ll-n!‘-l"‘.-!-.h‘{ sirails n that went 1o his Lhieart lhl“,' had re- ] " Yo K PR'OES
private, lo stone fur expenditures (o meel | turoed from the sitting room, and Lthe coo 8 A 3
the puliic gaie -II'i.uwf.nn --!1!-;.:3-.!:..: siranges held his band with a warm, loy-
honestiy et snged 1o his wile and cluid ing grasp. He bheard the words, “This HII' WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.
re ;II l : all yours, dear fathier™ and then the twao |
is eldest oy was placed in a store | men sank together uzon their knees | aw
where thers were many other clerka | while the younger breathed out s fervent Write for Price List NELLIS BROS, & (0.
Young Phillips’ scanty clothiug, his evi- | thanksgiving that he had been spared o -
dent Jestitniion of woney, even to with ool and oonsole his father in his |
holdiog a peuny (rem a poor chdld when | hoor of sdverse fortane F. A FRANK, San Franeses W P. TRASK, Portiacd
ther: gave freely, arvorded 1 with the *tung wilh bhis father's cmel words
reports of his father's wealth | and the | Samuel Ph lipe hiad deserted his home, FMNK Dnoms-
lads sometines tsachied the smest place | and dniven almost to desperation, had .
r Samoel § ligw” Lheart by reproaching | wanoered away from the place that ——
Lum for sordidness Kuew him, @ a far citv Providenea
Une day—a cold, wintry day—a little | raw 1 Innends to the desolate bov. He
girl, shivering and pale, came into Lhe | fuu himsell trusted, hosored and ree
1 Her wman, bine ook touched his | spected; and st the death of one whe had
heatt with pity, How conld be send ber | been as & father 1o him,he bocame weslthy 142 and 144 Froat Street, Portland, Or.
| AWa MHe thrust two ghittenng halfl dol- | He saw the notice of the sle in & 19 amd 331 Market sireet, San Frascice, (o)
e inio her 2l 1l Praa e go and | newsjaper-—tgriied on to prevent it and ——
¥ Moe ) we ey, e thought armived onl e himal ! i . . '
by gwoe waod. The mene rrved only when i had sieady om- | FARMERS' AND MILL MEN'S ATTENTION
10 w Fejplaoed | gl e Was W, v 41T | He had heard of hia ot lyer’s -
by stbier lad who was glad of » s and trom that time resclved pever | [s called to Eos Brclore (2] amd comph te Lne of Farmmond MBI '-l?"- e noting of ube
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