The conclusion is therefors unavoida-
ble that by this unjust and irmtional tax
: Brooks Adams, in Atlantic Mouthh | the State confiscates & large portion of
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times is ungquestionably bow to jwotect | zens, for doing that thing which of «JI

Oppressive Taxation of the Poor.

growing graver day v asy. long as
the » majority of voters are owners
of property all goes well, but the o
ment those who are untaxed ontnumber
those who pay taxes, trouble commences.
The direct interest of the untaxed class
is 1o swell public expenditure go the mi- |
most, and there s | : SV N

the United States m

more or less from . . | The
whole subject is 50 old nnd has been so
often discussexd that there can be no ob
joet in enlarging upf™it. No one is
likely to guestion the statement that
several hundred million_gdofars have al
ready been coufiscated, in the interest of
the untaxed classes, through State and
municipal extravagance and fraud.

In Massschusetts there 18 good reasd
to believe that beiween fifty and sxfy
F cent of the voters pay & ‘-l“ tax |
only, while in Boston their number, it
38 said, reaches S0 per cent; and the
evil appears 1o be incrossng. - The ob-
vious policy of & nation eihere universsl
suffrafist exists is ' saving
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'There are therefore 103,500 laborers

othess it is nost for the safety and the
welfiae of the commouwealth that they
h‘h-llm da

Fortunstely  siatastios  exist
make it possble to show wvery nearly
how grest n wrong is done. The 'l.l;:IIh'h

on which the following estimates s | cenl owned their houss
families supported Ly the labor of the
father and mnor eluldren 39 per cent,
owned the bouses occupsed '
sbout 450,000 ekillled and unskilled la- umﬁ? families where all mesnbers

taken from the I{l'lr-lt on Statistics of
fsbor for 1876, They sre, of course,
relialde. There are m M asxachiusetis

borers O these twenty-three per cent.
own houses, and forty-four per cent. of
those owning houses have borrowsd

money upon wortgage W pay for them.

who own houses, 46,000 of which are
The avemge wortgage is

Two per cent, i s ™
membered, equals the morigage tax
which the bormawer s forced 1o pay in
the shape of advanced interst. Two
per cent. on 7 57 s, in round num-
bers, £30, that being the amount of dou- |
ble taxation to which the average mort-
gagor i Nﬁ!\‘ﬂl. The total W of
course 20 x 46,000, «r $920,000. In
otber words, the State veariy confiscates
the savings of her wost deserving work-
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the lshoring man is forced to choose b
twoen denying his family a home und
depriving his children of their ®&dues
tion. That the warkingmen of & repubs
lie should not own the land is dangerous

to the State, but that they should grow
The fact that & mortgage necosdtmles

Among families supported by the
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w e | o work 40 per cent ow tield

bouring won are mortgaged.
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the workingman » ho Las tivested 81,000 i York Mal
m 2 bhouse, and has borrowed & 00O '
on a morygage, and another workmnan |
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who hxs £1 000 1 the bank

taxes the latter 87 50, the former 344 » | e bty

year.

When times are bad this heavy i |
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all its citizens ™ 00N, One million dollars is the whole | the oost of living, and thoosads of in ' "_""' B LATiR
chusetts has scconds . to foster | direet State tax. . ilnstrosus mcn have seen the Al YL 08 of | ¥ I" I_L»I.'...:'.’ l..‘:..-‘ ‘:‘ 0-‘1" ":“.
-""C‘ banks: "'-“m‘ 80 Y1 There is niso another class of wage | their whole lives swept awas, levmune | o Ml E-mu.lr Ve lmngn Fou amie by ol druge
reason to fear that has mot RM'M‘}P dsv laburers, which suf ! they conihd pot | both the interest on | 5 — i - o ..:‘....:....
been in all MIW& Un | faw-—olerks, book-keepurs, sulovman, | therr morggage sod thear taxes The For Dyspepsia wse Plander s Oregon
doubtedly savings it UMt | gnd all who earn salaries.  Their aver | double tux just turned the soul In- | Blosl Punfies A cprban and speedy }
it is certain that the et iSterests of | ape income is shown in the Lalor Ba | doed, it is diffenlt 1o realize the sufler | curw
the State are not auswerad by baving | port to be sbout #1,000 Forty-eight ! ing which is cansed 10 titues of depns The Willamotte Stove "','“._'“‘v of
them monopolize the sazngs of the poor. | per cent. of all the houses owned by | won by the Jovy of FLOOO00 & yeur | o o 0 b the best Stoves sold i
A man who has m.u“'-_fﬁn “‘nki. .ll‘l’ sueh mel  are .u‘njw'i o an aversge | over and above thewr just bundens win ek ,_Ht;‘;,";. . “ Tere B A "l'h‘l;
to be a better citizen Shatone wWho bus | mortgage of $2,452 at seven apd four | 50000 workingmen.  Nor does  the ,t Skaiufactuse ‘.. , ,‘” =g am has
mjng, but s ultt'!'!‘;*l are ot -hll‘llﬁ" tenths per cenl l'!lf\'r'.il:'.ull‘;_‘. these | mischjef end bere 'r‘hn.u!._':, Lhe e e ‘ - -'i‘.‘.l;_» mh : ti. _ -‘. .[h;f . 'I‘ ' e
cal with the interestsef-ofher property returns arv imperfect, and exactness is | diam of the banks, which are the i her &~ o g e g e
OWners T‘ I-“"PB with, h‘.‘m-l‘*'!mpu-ihla. Still soane estipnte et be | lenders apen  mOrgage, one hali the .
from municipal taxation: consequently, ' made The census appewrs to indicate | working olass bovome the crvhitans of | Hansn, of Portland, sends out the
be does not suffer dl.!‘i*l!‘. muniics- | that there are in the weighborhood of | the other balf  When lage numbers of | most relinble seed and the lent  trwem

pal extravagance. Land owmers, on the | 75,000 receiving salaries in the State

contrary, cannot woveaway from their | Thas seems reasonsble, =sit would give | land is thrown upon the hanks, and that ' fu

hm Th?} not cm'h‘ ;r-* 'l!n- whale an averagr of x wede lalsoters to wne
burden of municipal and Niate taxation , salurin]l person.  Estimated on  thas
in s mlln.r dq_jh-v. but Iulnﬁins which | hasis, the extra tax praed by this class in
tends to injure the § : of thar | the form of interest ot mortgages would
town mjures the value propevey. | be Letween 450,000 and E500,000 »
Their interest always "G Jirectly |

year.
toward economy and good p\m! The State of Massachuswtts, there
In everv age and in pars the | fore, by taxing gos,  wrings

. mortga
1 nenrly 1,500,000 & your on er and ahove
o | their just burdens from these clases of
~ Vher citizens whose incomes Aversge jess
Strangely enough the'Btate, while 1t | than #1100
has alwavs favored depotiters -V'illgn' By the last State Auditor's Report it
banks, bas Wthm a3 that the tax npou savings-banks
from buying land.  Thibwtatement may | viedded $1.81462%, & sam not very
appear surprising, but #% @reth ean b much larger than the amount raisad bs
demonstrated. =< | this extra tax from thew two clases of
In Massachusetts money letit on mort- | the popuolstion.  Ravmes banks, bowever,
gage is taxed at full ratesd AN & matter | are by no means exclusively used by the
of common sense, no propmdtion can be for whom they werr intended
more If 4 ma bays o only shout forty-five per cent. of
farm worth two thousand dollass, bas ' the whole amount of the deposits be
but one thousand himself, and therefory |
borrows the second thowmnd, wothing |

most reliable and
of 'yi:nhm-ntiﬂi

is distributed among the capatallst class,

cin be more unreasousble then totax | who look on savingsbanks as good

him on two thousand doblmrs’ worth of | plsces for investment, therefore, the

longs to the wagelaborers, the remainder

property, and then tax the lapder oo i
thousand dollars as well Une mnd ope
never did make thres, gl pever will
Clearly there are only weo thousand dol-

] whole amount of tax paid by the ssvings

of laborers deposited 1 savings banks s
l $R17.580 a yesar, against $920,000,
{ which represents the amount of anjost

lars’ worth of taxalble ]"ug:j, divide | and excossive taxation which is borne
it up between the two men vou will by workingwen who own land

The farm has the same valoe afier as b | Hoi Massachusetts tarned its whole
!cl! "h‘ P'"'ch“" The wan who owss L niion towands discouraging the in
it is in debt, it is true, but that doss DOt | cregee of small lund cwners, she could
iLcrease th' Pml""“." ‘M % Al eXasl never h.ro ck'l'll'd R e Fgﬂ‘ht« i'\'l-

ence. Now the omly possble way in
mortgage. A house in ciMn

and bouse in the countr¥, on sn
average sbout two thoussnd @ollars. A

working man seldom has so large a sum
at hand, and it is most undesirable that
he should have to wart until he could

save it; for of all ineentives that can
urge s man to industry and economy,
there is none stronger than the degire to

clear his land from debt As

himself on mortgage, spd pay off the
debt by installments.

Far from encourngement, however,
the burden the Stste puts on him is
erushing. By reason of taxstson of the
taxation of the mortgage, be s taxed
twice. Double taxation is in
English, confiscation: for if the State ar-
bitrarily makes we pay on my land dou-

ble what it makes my neighbor pay on

his, it confiscates my property to the
amount of the extra tax. This double
taxation is inevitable under law. Money
will always command its wvalme No
one will lean money for less than it will
bring in the open msrket. The govern
ment can now borrow &t four per cent
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tem. That this 2 one of the cloef

| mortgagors fail in thelr pavments, the

lagud for the moment has lost 1tx valoe

| The banks cnminet. meet the calls of ther
dopositors, amd then, as bappened last

ph

Winter, a stay law s rushed through

TLETY

straun, i e very foundations of sscety
should be shakent
now, sod not without e s T
good judgment of this people than the
patience with which, upon the wh

l they have borue this suffering N

this hatefal mortgage tax,

owner, it h""“i"“ Lerfed ouges
remt: 1t brveds gnoranes; s boscile v

vicgoas system which fetiers the cDler
prise and weighs down the energy

Massachusetts, The injustion and impol

rx'p:-d. but hitherto without awal
The whole fabnie of tax legpalition s
hased upon & false foundation. Doubie
taxation » ot the exorption, but the
rule within the ocotumonwenith The
ervor of the systemn Lies inthe prupos
tion that every citizen s 0 be taxed o

conding to his sability to pey. A mort
gage is purt of = man's property. belce
e must be tazed ou the wortgage, other
wise be would not contnibate hin propor

caunes of the present discontent sdmits
of Bttle doubt. Prolably nething has
| cansed such wisery as this tax.  The po
| mortgaged it 8 hard one.
By the Labor Beport for 1576, pages
24 and 76, it appenrs that the laborer’s
family = about of five prrsms’ Aver
sge wages fur & laborer are 8452, Bat
where a whaole fauily are employed ther

| Wage of father b Ga
Wagws of wile asd chisdren 2i} =
M -

| To Uie onmet be added for arorpe Imen o ther
| ofber seuroe S 0
Total irowmer e

! By the Report fur. 1875 the averge
| fammly expenses without rent are put at
I $620.35, divided us follows —

Foesl [ -

| LeAIuLG MG @Y grveds. LB
Fuael an
Sursirves ® w
Light L w

| - (=
| The Report of 1876, however, fixes
£3550 as the yenrly s for whaich a fam
|ily of five may be maintained.
fixed at 393, but no other item = given,
The Report of 18575 shows that the
:v-gm of young children under fifteen
| vears old, who ought to go to school,
| amount to about sixteen per cent. of the
family wagen. Assuming the lutest fig-
I ures to be correct, the acoount stands as 4

Total fasmily incoeme {
Lo wugws of young stabdren at eckhond e o0
[ 2ig st
Cam of fiving by sgewt of 1576 " [ 2]
Lot . ... .. . Sviabes "3

T W
Ald interest o merigagy wivl lates o #7 iE8 a2
WEper L. ... . 0
Total evperme o o
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stion of the workingman whose land is 1 therr pulls

tion o the State.

The tuich-l n"..ii!.t of o

tain citizens i certainly beyond
| question. Taxahie PrOjETlyY  Bh SEm
| thing thet bas intrinsic value. Theie =
| & certain amount of property within the
State such as bouses and land,

|

gemnds

hlu.‘iu.nel':i'. 1hl ocopstitutes the wealth
of the ctisens Notem,
guges, and the like are amply evdences
that the holders have lent money on the
faith of the property baving mtrins
worth,
bonds bave no valee, any more than
paper money bas in steelf vadue.  The
laxes upon these evidences of debt are
all necessanly double taxes, sino to tax
property at all it is worth, and them if it

h-u-i\. it

Mk'hl‘ -r,

it, s clearly to tax it twwoe

but that it s iniguitous in practior
The borrower always has to pay. If
four per eent. is the market mte for
money, snd taxes smount to two per
cemt., we have seen that the mortgagor
can borrow only at seven per cent. The
capitalist will collect the tax for the
government, but he pays himself at the
expense of the borrower for his risk and
trouble in =0 doing. No statule can
change this law of trade. The only ef
fect of taxing loans is to mise the mite
of interest. Thus it is that taxation in
Massachusetts cmtnps  industry  and
works injustice. The debtor clas is
doubly taxed throughuut the common-
wealth, snd the deltors are precisels
those who are leagt able to pay. Tt s
bad emough for a man to Eﬂ' ~ery
third dollar taken from kim by the
State, but when besides he has to pay
three per cent. of extra interest above
the market mte on every dollar he bor
rows, the position of the debtor becomen

well-uigh erate.
The only hope lies in popalar aloca-
people be made to un-

tion. Could the

““blm. Jarments oease, b i crolitors | ore the
and “m‘ afe Invoivesl I cominoh

Whe eould wonder, undir such &
There s discoutent

pothing ean inspize mwore resgect fur the

other lmpeost comld work the maschof of
It bandens
the industrioos, it ruwns the small bawd
1 rRlses

————— —————

free institations Y et the morigage tax |
is only the most striking instance of wat

of !

icy of that system have offen becu abls
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