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CAUGHT IN A STEEL TRAP.

The following story was told to we
by my old friend, the venersble Dr.
L—zg: _

1 sat one evening on the veranda of
the principal hotel of a city on the New
York and Erie Railroad, smoking and
watching the folks loitering rbout the
entrance.

Among these was a strange looking
man, who hsd excited my curisity st
dinner by his peculiar dress and appear
anoe.

He was very tall and strongly built
had large, fiorce eyes, a dark, pale com
plexion, s huge, carefully waxed, jetty
moustache, and he wore las thack, coarse
black hair somewhat long. Hu dress
was striking, although of fine material
and fashionsble make. But, doubtlessly
the “loud” effect was produced by the
long cape, the flaunting red peckte and
the broad brimmed, picturesque hat he |
aslways wore. He exiubited also, lus

prodigious diamonds, too profusely for
good taste. The cane be camed was
unigue, its goid head being shaped pre- |
cisely like a small pistol. |

Altogether the tout en semble of this |
pretentious persan  was  decidedly |

As I watched him, one of the under |
waiters came whistling into the recep- |
tion room behind me.  This waiter was
erlled Matthew Sparks, and 1 especially |
disliked bim. He was as cunning as an |
Indian, talkstive and grotesquely polite, |
and loved money like a miser, while he |
was as full of funny pranks and jests as
a court fool or the clown of & circus 1

“Matthew ™ 1 called to this under |

sized bufioon of sixteen l

He reared his heels in the ain
attempted a waltz on Lis hands, torned
a summersaalt and landed by my sade

“What can I do for you, sar 7" Le en-
quired, with a courtesy that was langh-
ably like that of a tramned monkey

“Who is the gentleman vonder, with
the red necktie and broad brimmed hat T

“Where, sirT” he asked mnocently, |
looking everywhere, but w the direction |
I indicated vainly, until I had cleared
his vision by the magical touch of silver, |
when be became as communiestive as |
could wish

“0, that fellow 1—looks like ome of

“Is bhe an actor I | demanded impe-

S

me, no. He's the Count—
Count Pedro Columba He's a feller

the gossip of the hotel
“Why,” said the clerk to me one
momning, “the Count is probably the
richest man in the country. He bas s
large estate in Mexico and mines in
South America. He has the best rooms,
i din-

some mistake his trunks were sent the
wreng way. He is kept bere waiting
for them.”

Just then the sulgect of his remarks
came nto the office.

His hair was in disorder, he wore
neither coat mor vest, and his suspen-
ders were fiving behind his beels.

T have been robbed.  See ™ he enied,
in bis broken Eoaglish exhibating s
wristhand and shirt front, from which has

and buttons bad seemingly been

ml“",

then gesticulating violently and
muttering Spanish curses, be demanded
to see the 1 who st once came
in to hear the int of the distin-
guished and unfortunate guest

The Count’s compls int, was something
is: He was sure he was in a land
trunks,
al
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taken with other things, and of ocourse
when the checks were presented at the
proper place the bagpage Las been given
up the thief.  Aand, doctor 1 dou't wind

you, that the Count was not the
only loser last night At lemst five of
my transient guests were robbed of
woney and jewelry.”

“A detective would be a good fellow
to have sround,” I veutured to say.

“1 shall ‘f‘lt’:..'T:lI'h to New York un
lm-diau-l_v. " he answered.

For bours in
Count Pedro Calumbo sat close near the
telograph operator’s desk, now wate hing
the ipstrument with his terce black eves
and the I»-;-p‘.-r who jrses i .\-'.n-tAl;l'l, w
and fro past him into the botel otficon

“] shall be killed if | stay here,” was
hi,l. constant lll‘"‘*“t'ﬂ-.-tl.

The next worning the landlord came
to me He looked mrave and troubled

“Doctar,” he sadd, *a balf dozen maore
of my guests were robbed last night. 11 '
this thing goes on 1 shall be ruined
What shall | do I7 |

I eould not advise him. It was i
Inn&lb!r to l]l‘l_\’-. ﬁ-u.'.t]n' llu'\f-‘ltnr s ol |
this kind in n hotel situates] at the jun<
tion of seversl great
nandreds  of guesls were couung
going every day.

“Jt is » case for a sh
I answerad and went up to the reading
oo,

This room was on  th
close to the ladies parior, and
across the hall was & very small
ment ftted uj with 1mmpovahle <i..-\L-.‘!
inkstands, ete., for the
of those who wished 10 write I gu

succession thut \i,:_\.

rallronds, whers

and

rewd detectuve

floor,

wld ¥

un1in:|
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Ajeart
or ACCOVILIIDORALION
el

ihd o the
hall, and I

Mesding oodn |

“T l'---".-h‘;h madde n -
velvet carpet of
of the
unseen by two persons whose voioes 1]
beand in the apartment opposite

“A doctor, «h it was the (
tones, and it was Matthew Sparks w hx
Answered.

thuck

r.ﬂq':;q‘\l the oot

it &

"_l 1‘11‘1&.-2’ lh'i n :".l'li felle & .\!:a!
thew sadd  “Comwe out bhere to a fun rel
of an old gunt with greentecks this ere |
Jace wouldn't hold. She al
| 20 l.u.u .hh-i | gol em In fus !ll;i i-.‘.,:\
—and suthin' else too

“What do you tell e for ™
Count in his quesr English

The lww shuffled his feet and winked
to kﬂ‘il time,

“We are ;u-.‘l for gvin
mation m this sountry,
The distinguished
sofwethang
his “trunks
tosae] the youny clown a oo

gave e

assed Lhe

=rLla wfor- |
was las r-}-'t
guest grumbied

“Sroddars, rie

.

and then

about
and ewels,

J disliked Matthew Sparks thens mon
than | had before. All be had told tie
Coaut sbout my visit 1o thet |
uttrri:- false. | had beem 8o no §
and I pever had an sunt in thst part of |
the cCountry 1 never P
bags” in my life, nor did I ever carry |
greenbacks in my valise, nor very many
in my pocket

“The miserable yhiot ' What did be
want to Be like that for " | mused

And then 1 turned o my paper and
thought no more sbout it

That evening when 1 went op to my
room what was sy surprise when [ on
locked the door and entered to soe Mart.
thew Sparks stting unconcernedly on
the floor in the raddle of the chamber,
with my valise between his knees and
in his hand a cunous looking implement
of rusty steel

With sgnificant gravity be put lus
finger on his bip and wotioned for we
Jock the door. [ did sa

“Now tell me,” | saud, steruly, “why
are vou in here, and what are you
Soinad”

“YouTl be mad, mister,” ke answyred,
andaciously.

“Ii you do not tell me [ will wud for
the police and have vou locked up, M
thew.’

- “ﬁiu",- he whistied )
wearing that provekingly grave cxpges
mon that | saw for onees was not ant:ﬂ’ﬂ.
“Dew you know what this bei”

He beld up that queer thing of rusty
stae]

(Y W as

i ral

bad carriel

softly, still

| estaldwbis

“Well, it is a steel trap,” he went un |
“you jest let me fix thas ere thang m |
your pill bags, and when that er thief |
come to pet e preenlmcks to-maght it |
will bold him tight See’

He oyened the sharp tees b of the sl
saws and suggested to illustrate bos pro
posed experiment if 1 would put my
band insde.

I declined the offer of this volunteer
detoctive, and wondesed o he was 2 fool,
knave or & wvery cumning and
witted boy.

“What makes vou think the thief will
come in here to-nughtl | asked him

“Well, you see, 1 told & fellr you
had Jots of money and other tlings in
here”

“And you knew | did not”

“] yeckon,” be returned, with a grin,
“we'll fix your thief tep.”

“l ouly bope you may catch him™
said L

And he did fix 3t im o way that |
could not com d and cannot ex-
plrin; and then he turned to me for
what, o5 be had informed the Count,
“geats always give for infermation.” 1
gave it cheerfully.

“You shall have more than that, Mat.
thew,” T said, “if you trap the thiel.”

“T told bim—the fellar, you know--
that you would be out to-night,” he said.

“YToudid For what!

“So you eould wait in the closet here
and watech him"” answered Matthew,
Jinghing his coin appealingly.

And Matthew got another ten cents

“] shall act on the l'uy'a wsigpoestion,”
I thought to mysell “There may be
something in his suspicions, and his ai-
surd plan may not be so bad, after all.”

Bo I turned the ga very low, pre
pared everything earefully, and made

yself comfortable in my hiding place

1 had not long to wait—not more than

—when 1 fancied that my room
occupant.  Cautiously 1 peered
the erack 1 had left as I closed
, and I distinctly saw
een e and the gaslight

Sl for » moment, I fancied that |

wight be the dupe of one of Matthew
t as the in-

| € ]

.

Breathlessly 1 waited the result oli
Matthew's stratagem. ‘
The tiny key clicked in the sumﬂi

locks The may thrust in lus kis band

There was & spap of stoel, the crunch-
iug of fesh and boue, and then o full,
round cuwse in unmistakable English,

The ¥ditor.

|

An editor s s nale being whose iz !
mess o Davigule 8 newspaper. He [

| writes fearful editorials, grinds out g ||

foliowed by a long deawn gusp of pain. |

| spaly into the room and turnesd ujs
the gaa, nud the bright lght streamed
upen our foreign Count.

C'ount
he had just comne iIm from the street,

wyaring the oape,

Padro l-ulllln‘ui, l‘ir“\ﬂ'"l ns 0l

flaunting red neckta
and byvad brammed hat, and carrving
his cane with its pastol shaped golden
head, stoad before me, fierce and
IH‘I“I‘!‘.

it
“You are caught, imposter,” | ened
springing for the by Il besiue the door
As 1 dud so he Lifted his cane i
left hand, twir 11 =
that what 1 had

semblance of & pistol was
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A London hootinaker has this inter
esling anbotinoetnent 0 his
“ adhes will be sold st seven -I.l.hn;_\ L
jrarr y
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A l“‘lgl' ')f the Gnest kind of :-‘1 us—~l
for jewelry, worth 100000 a twn, has
Just levm locited and s betng worked
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Fred Douslas blacks bias

shnves himsed!, i-:.:.;l in lua coal soes

"L w1 }u-,‘\_

to maricet and feels that be =t u.'I'I_Y!

greater than Shakospeare was

Instead of asking “Will you pleass |

write in my sutograph album, Mis
Kelloge 1 they will soon have the qoes-
ton;, “Will you please mng in my phic-
nograph T

England, so far, has shown ne inten

tion of availing benself of the immense

sores of mulitary talent that are lying
nseless around every newspaper offioe 1n
the lamd

The Luxembergers have cat races
Cats ars taken in bags foa point two
miles from the city. They are then kt
out of the bags and the first reaching
the city is the winner.

Young lady on horselack (doubtiul
about the road)—Will there be & bridge
b_\' ahd by across a little brook | Small
Rustic—Wal
but there's cue there now.

A beautiful widow of Newport, R. L,

|

I dunno about by n i,:f. .

=try, inserts desths and weddings, sorts
out manuscripts, keeps n waste basket,
Wows the “devil,” steals matter, fghts
ot hee I* -Tllr'n hsttlos, sedls bis jmper for .
two dollars & vear, lakes white beans
and savoe for pay when be can get it
sines & large family, works 19 hours
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The Great Crecon BLOOD PI -
BIFIER LIVEE amd KIDNEY
REGLLATOR has met with un-
paralicled success wherever in-
troduced! It has achieved a
reputation by s own merits!
It is propounced Oregon’s best
vegetable production, sud the
favorite in every household.
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Bilacksmiths', Wacon Nakers',
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BUILDERS' HARDWARE,

Farmers Miners and ( arpeaters’ Toals.

Thempson, Dellart & Co.,
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Mabs, Spakes. Rinss,
SARYEN PFATEAT WHEELS
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Lmaors Lhe avantagy of sdetng freem s very lange
Mok of very v e

AW -Gty by mad prossyely fed Adiress,
THGMPSGS, DaflART & (0
At the OM Stasd 173 and 175 Frent SMreet,
Pertand, (Oeegmn

CEEPBRATID MoORE & FARKER
Turbine Water Wheel.

sl rhesrer han any ather Seul clam
coswl Pww cande  Sevnd for curendor i
suw MO RE & FPARKLR,
Portland, Crvgn
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FULE AGENTS FOR THE USRIVALLED
STANDAKD ANVD ESNTEY ORGANS,
D W FRENTICE A OO
Mase Denlers, Portland, Oregen

REFSTABLISHEDL

J. SIMON & CO,,

Dealers in

baving let ber chalet for the semson, | Doors, Windows, Blinds and Glass

was svked what induced her to desert |

such o charmuing retrest.  “Too much
balcony and too little Romeo,” was ber
reply.

It is stated that Francls Joseph has
bt beartily cheered Lut twice in kis
life—the first time when he returned
from the Italian war defested: the
seound time when he returned from the
German war routed.

WEIGHTS, CORDS AND FULLEYS,

12% Fromt S0, bel. Washington & Alder. |

Jok I rosfAXD, OREGOX

AURORA RESTAURANT,
A Square Meal for 25 Cents,
Nertheast Cor. Front and Alder Strests,

—_—

1856.

KNAPP, BURRELL & CO,,

1878.

Front, First and Ash Streets, Portland, Oregon,
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Great Improvements for the New Year.
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THE BEST ASSORTMENT. THE LEADING MACHINES.

The Oldest and Leading House in the Trade and Prices always at the Lowest Living Rates.

—

HAWLEY, DODD & CO.,
PORTLAND, OREGON and WALLA WALLA, W. T.
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The Simplest, the Tasiest and the Best
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FOR SALE.
Beautiful Country Residence.
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