Russian Soeial Life.

It is nlmnlly to be uprc!«l that, in
a land so backward in modern civiliza
tion as Russia, the social life of the peo-
pll.‘ should presect to the stranger points |
of povelty and quaintness even beyoad
what is u-umly me! with in sn anfamil-
iar lsnd. In the primitive there is al
LD m:netl.m,, of the picturcsque, and
there is much of the charm of antiquity
in the maoners and customs of a nation
whose babits have practically undergoue
but little change for centuries.

Although serfdom is abolished in Ras
sia, traces of the old feudal

the upper
&5 wide 85 ever
has virtoally oo remedy st law against
the nobie who wrongs him; for & small
g‘l’tt‘l’ﬂlﬁ it s bhopeless 1o
aguinst his superior in rask, while 1if
the great men sericus!y injures a poos
obe, the matter can easily be settied by
the former paying s few roubles the
loca! magistrate. The result is that the
pessautiry often tuke the iaw thewr
own hsnds against their oppressors, by
acts of petty and secret malice, h &
rick-burning, which late years has be-
come terribly prevaleat in Rossia

Nevertheless, it cannot said
the lower ¢lusses of Rossia wre
happy people. The peasantry
dustrious and ingenion
their services can no |
od gratuitousiy by the
are always ready rk for the ) 1
a small considera Avd the Rus
slan peasant can lurs his haod to mas ¥
things. Ooe day be will be st th
plough, the unext be is weaving cloth or
cotton, on the morrow he wili help ¢
build a house, and e foll iny b
will be ready to mount box and
drive four borses with sdmirable dex
terity, if some great man should weed
extra coschman.

He is geaerally well fed and
dressed, his costume consisting of
shirt, fastesed roupd the walst
s leather belt, puir of
ers tucked into boots reachioy haif
up the legs, the whole being o
wioter with & warm overcoat of sheep
skio, worn with the wool insid
hair be wears parted ot the t
the middie, and cut evealy
neck, to which it
generally ties a band round i,
its fulling into his eyes wi
work. Sach is the appearance al-
seuted by the fsostchik or 3 ek,
driver or postilion, with whom
traveller i Rossia scon makes scq
ance. The jeeatchil is, for the
a good-bumored, light-hearted
very civil, &s a rule, byt
over<charging, like all hs
Lowever, you make your
him. be will be well coough
be coly gets his sosserm praevak, ¢
peany-picce, as nogudio—that
m..-nr_t." called L'} the more gen
of drivers, nechai, i. .
though it comes L the same
end. Yet the crafty fellow will get more
money oul of you if becan. He od
dresses you affectionately a8 Sarwslia
“little father.,” and wili somctimes in
sinuste that be is an old friead of your
famuily, the sames of whom be wi
probably bawve got from wyour servant
and, therefore, you miglt g’.»e bima »
trifle extra for the sake of ol times.

Another ¢lass of hard bergaicers are
the ‘mdu'mb Tartsrs obe meets with o
most parts of Esstern and Soathern Ras
sisa. These uscally malodorous gentle
men are greal dealers in dr CSSing g0 By,
which they are con-tastly pressing the
travelier to buy, ssking ecight or Lo
times a5 much as the srticles are worts
0 begin with. They are geserally sees
Eoing sboul With opr of Their dressing
EORDs oh &% & specimeo, abd with these
nod their rouna skull-caps, ribbed with
red and yellow, they look not ung

ae.

Bt vy far the most sightly class of people
to be met with in Rossia are the f{amous
singing gypsies of Moscow. These peo
ple, »bo are geserally well to-do, and
are pot accustomed to wander about like
others of their race, dress with grest
finery but yet with a ostoral eve to artise.
ic effect. Their songs, which nearly al
mays comsist of an air with a choras,
and sre usually sccompanied on the
balalaika, s sort of guitar, we greatly
sdmired by travellers. In fact, it bhas
beea said of them, that if they are not
the best singer: in the world there are oo
other singers in the world st sll like
them ;. aod there is & story current thst
the famous Cataluni was once so delighted
with a certain female gypsy vocalist thet
she threw round the shouiders of the
singer acostly shaw] which she herself bsdi
intely been prescoted with by the em

procesd

'
i
oto

sar
of

that

In

oayger be o

Tamaia
abdow ner
-

oW iIng

th,
L84

an

2 e
wilh
s trowus
w 3

veied ic

descends,

el Live

every

aint

bl E-;!"

fellon

mach

race

Largain wi

vallsfed

r eight
| ¥4 .1

ClRss

“Tea-mon V.

2 in the

el

1
thir

or

!

Another peculiar and exclusive order
of people o be met with in Rossia,
though of a widely different sort, are
those strange pstriots known as the Oud
l‘lﬂ! j iiu Ttal‘ Hussinns
much given to change, but these people
are as copservative as the Chioese them
selves. They dete-t all modern mas-
ners, ipsist upon wearing the «ld Ras
sisn caftan, and pever cut their beards,
allowing them to grow to prodigious

length, Irom purely piogs motives, be- |

CaAllse “man s msde io the image of
God." But still more singular is their
religious oljuction to tobecco, fur they
look upon smoking—so commaoan in Ras
tis—ad a sin desovoced by Scripture in
the text, “Not that which goeth into the
mouth defileth & man, but that which
cometh cut of the mouth, this defileth &
man.” Ooe would think they might get
over the difficulty by consuming their
owy smoke; bul, s & matter of fact, the
Oid Religioni-ts are so particular in this
respect that there are spocial traltirs, or
tea-houses, exclusively kept for them,
and where the “fragrant weed™ and the
?ip of " mre rigidly tabooed.

et these queer folks are only & few de-
grees more bebind the sge than most
other children of the Czar, and probably
severs] generations will bave to elspse
before Kussia better deserves to be called
& civilized oation thaos that Turkey whove
barburism sbe devounces mad is en-
desvoring to make the pretext of & war
of ambition.—Heme Journai.

Acuoss the island of New York, in
1685, & wall of stone and earth, canoon
mounted, was erected to keep off the
saveges. The street was laid along by
the wall, and as the street took the line
of the wall, it wos properiy called Wal
street. 1t is short, nwrow, and archi-
tectoral, but antique in bistory, snd, ex-
Lombard street in London, the

in the world.

Ricsanp M. Jompax, s stationer in
New York City, It between §18,000
and §20,000 st faro in & gambliog -
loon, st various times, and bas Lrought
suit not o wuch to recover the money,
but to punisb the gumblen.

sysiem |
which o long prevailed there are still |
strougly merked, sod the gull between |
and the lower classes is almost |
Even pow the pesssot !
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i Wickedest Town in America.

I have soen wicked cities in my time
{1 bave soen sprecing at the Eder m St
Pl'trn'-u;, seen fellows “make & night
of IL" jo the Orpheum in Berlin,
the wickedpess st Nilni Novgnro
the S fair, soom i
pocked w sravity when
was at its weridisn, but [ pever expected
:-‘mh:. fiselt 1 saunt
strects of Chevenne st mid hit
| saloous and & dagen
| houses line the priacipal
| throoged and gaily Hllominated
morning sun puls out the
What makes ( ne
city in the worldi
i l‘:lf':- be 19 Lhe met
the rich owners and the
drivers of million doliars
€ et .,,-!.i;'ul-_'\-';._g
Grarest poinl W bere
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he shook himuseif and gathered Lis b by
threadbare cost abwut bim, and
bis showlders, and a3 e spened the & or
t2 go outl he remarked In w, qul
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A7 Fou s (reight
sing sioce Ll suthmer
perhapa.

The door clised softly after him,
stillpess like that of s Sabbath morn §
vaded the office Detroil Free Press
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A STRANGE Prast. —A plant, sapposed
to be pew, hns been found in Nicaragus,
which, if what is said of 1t be troe,
great \r-gr-ul le curigsity. It bhes beeu
numed *“Phytulscrs Electrica™ It
said 10 poesess very pronounced clectro
magnetic properties. The bhasd ls sen-i
| bly benambed upon touching the shrub,
sud the magnetic icfluence s felt st a
distance of eight or ten feet. The mag-
pelic needle is gpensibly portarbated, be
eoming more and more so until it resches
the crnter of the siruly, when the di-turb
ance is traovforined into a very rapid gyis-
tory movem«n!. The inteusity of the
phenomenon varies with the hours of the
day, snd at night s herdly perceptible
It nttuing its maximom about 2p. x. In
stormy westher the evergy of the actios
is sugmented. No jusects or birds have

been seen on the shrub,
-

Tae death at Sity-four, lately occurred
to an Eaglishman, koowa as the Norfolk
giaat, He was o farmer and often londed
tils own wagon by carryiog foar bushels
of wheat under his arm ot a timme. When
in great haste Lo get farm-work dose he
has been koown o bharoess himvell
one of his owa bsrrows. His weight
was 330 pounds; beight, six feet six in-
ches; width, from shou der 1o shoulder,
scross the back, tweuty inches. He was
& most amiable man.
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Or Missionaries to lndia, 600 have died
at their post. The presest number in that
fleld is exactly 600, so thut one has come |
forward to take up every fallen mantel.

' path of life
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OxE of the pretty girls at
recepiion in Providence, R. |
wote afi antique lracelet,
New York Erulieman ts wmi
betrothead It was an beliloom
family, snd had been brought from o
land, he sald, and she sald it after bim
A New York Indy whoe bappesed 1o be
prescot suid that it looked like ber nunt’s
bracelet, which had been taken from her
in the lobby of a metropolitan  theatre
The sceepted suitor was assked whether
the braoe'et did not
“Yeu," he said, “that of my sister.” “My
ront’s,” said the lady, “coutained Mise
Cary's picture. The bracelet was opened
~there wai Miss Cary's picture,
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Tux Rhode [sland Supreme court has

New York, Boston and Providence Rail
road Company for the loss of & life re
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PACIFIC BUSINESS COLLEGE, 320 Post St., San Francisco,

(Bed Men's Building, opposite Union Square.)
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