— - -

OREGC

A S S —

T m————

e e ol

1

T —— .

V(ll. e

Courts' Martial.
Onpea or Usnenat Boorr—conaseron-
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Our readers are aware that muoch has
been said, In the public papers of the Uni.
ted Stntos and clsowhere, in relation to the
arrest of Uenerals Worth and Pillow, and
Colonel Duncan, by General Beott, and
the subsequent pre.acquittal of Genoral
Worth, and the establishment of a court
of inquiry inthe City of Mexioo. We
have compiled the orders and correspon.
denive found below (rom the Bt Louls
Union,” and * New York Herald," which
give, aa wo suppose, u fair statement of

the whole transaction, so far as it relstes !

' D'Mlb“rh1ﬁh.“ ;hl I;

Oregﬁn City,

beon wriken, il

know, directly or indirectly, even the pur.
of one line, word, or syllable of it, 4ill
saw it in print ; and he is n.l.}z’l'n-
rant of m gn lo make Ia
tion, which | do, aa | wrote my letter, un.
prompied, amd on my own responsibllity.
Very respeotfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES DUNCAN,
Brovet Lisutenant Colonel U. 8, A.
The letwer thus acknowledged 1o have
been written by Colonel Duncan is the
following 1=
Taoubays, Mexico, Aug. 97, 1847,
The whide foree whivh maved from
Puebla, amounted to 10,000 men more or
less—marching in four columns, on suo
| cesalve days, in the following order, vie—
Twigge, Quitman, Worth, and Pillow.

well on is wa

uf(i-l'.;" ﬁﬁ:.il.llhl &
troops fook up positions

for the attack of the enemy's lines
o which they did In hand

the nest morm
some siyle, and with complete sucoess,
killing many hundreds, taking

man
ra. | soners, upwards of twenty mﬂd’x the

non, (amongst which were those taken
from Ueneral Taylor st Buens Visa,)
small arme without number, and a greal
sbundance of oanr.on smmunition, which

rs wore several officers of rank,

uding the late acting Fresident Gen.
Balas, the author ef that infamous paper
exhonting tha guerillas to “ 'T war
without pity." In the mean time Worth's
division began operations on the 20th, a.
round Ban Antonio, over the route that
Lad iwice been reconnoitered by the engl.
| near officar, who led Bmith's light batal.
lion and Clark's brigade arcund this po.
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we were in much meed of. Ameong the | mander, &

“qdla“mmﬂﬂ _
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paper; 1o the ~3

-‘lhllon”eflh-lﬂlu.h

ant.
H. L. BCOTT, A. A.
Bvt. Maj. Gen. Worih, U,

9

o i

g

{wition.  As soom us the enemy discovered
| our troops in motion, he began to abandon
liis works, and 1o retreat on the main road

W Licnerals Boott and Wonh, and Colonel la's
pproaching the city of Mexico, by thg
' Dunesn. It will be seen that Gen. Beott | main way, you go directly on to ihe
complaine of two letters written by offi- | i of Bl Penon, which is a strong pe-

cers in the army, ooe of which we Jmee wition, and exvcessively fortified,

not seea § but the Herald save thudg, the
letter admitied by Col. Duncan to have
been weitten by bun, contmins the sub.
stagen of bath lettres ¢ ul.luhular'! nf h_y
tirn Noot
can Siar, the orgun of Gien. Scoott, that
Gien. IMllow was arrosted (or some osuse

I in amtimated by the Aineei-

wiher than the letters—what that eanse
was we are unable tolonr T shonld be
rememered, that the Oy of Mesioo was
taken by an Nmenonn army only e bont

0,000 steong, s e success ol the army

in that brollimot mehievement, s attethuted, S oy cal s, although the ground wus snnce of ity s a srong "f'""" "ll""""-l_"Iilh |tore |y 10 your nole of this “m <. o .v ~ig 3
in part, te the route thhen i s advapee difionlts and the batteriea buown ta be :' 'll'l.lll “‘:k:" front. Itll‘.l "‘:';:" - b ”T | \ng that he cannot hllﬂﬂ'&\ﬂ“l w ™= e ’-f iy

won The wity =l Jotter sf %01, Dunonn, B Thia roms you will obwerve, | P0RE B O LN e ® Bigh | his reply, through me, already "I-. Ve T,
upen the oty ey ok i snonh wnd cght of thowe lakos. | Mooe wall, wiieh enelosed the vhurch, | That he has nothing to do with the sus. hj—'-' lotter o | ™

wt which Gen. Scont vk wmbirage, st
butes the dise very of the utiliy of the
route nken, 1o
general in. lilef.

We publish the devision of the e
martial in the trial of Licutenant Cdogel

wiher ollicers—not the

Fremont. 'l be prroees ings nwre oo Vil
pinous to adoit of publicatin in our pa
per. The misunderstambing letween Brig
Gen, Karney and Lieur Coll Poomon,
which led 1o the eourt martial, (s 8 matter
of deep reprot.

‘olonel Frémont has won for himselia
reputation which but very fow men of his
age, any where enjoy. 1t i said that the
war department dechned acoepting the
resignation of Col. Fremont, and onlered
him to Califorain, in the public service,

{ieneral Orlders, No. 340,
Heapquantens or tne Anny,
Mexioo, Nov, 142, 1847,

The attention of vertwin offieem of this
army is recalled to the firogoing regula.
tion, which the gene el in el s resolved
(] rufn:l‘r, T T ay b i lis jeiwer.

As vt but two echoes from e of
the blliant o rations of ouraris in this
basin have reached us; the first in a New
Orlenns, and the second through & Tampi.
©0 newWapaper,

It requires not & little charity to beliove
that the principal heroes ol the scan.
dalous letters slluded to did not write
them, or specially rmunrn them to be
written, and the intelligent can be at no
loss in conjecturing the authors—chiefs,
partizans, and pet familiars. To the honor
of the service, the di of
fame, not earned—cannot have seized up-
on half u dozen officers (present), all of
whom, it in believed, bolong 1o the same
two coleries.

False credit rgay, no doubt, ‘be olisined
at home, by such despicable self.puffings,
and malignant exclusion of others ; but at
the expense of the just esteem and oon.
sideral of all honorable officers, whe
lave their country, their profession, and
the truth of history, The indignation of
the great number of the latter class can.
pot fail, in the end, to bring down the con.
ceited and the envious (o their proper
level, .

By command of Maj. Gen, Beoll,

H. L. SCOTT, A. A. A. G.
. This order called out the following let-
ter from Liout, Col, Duncan.
Mexico, Nov. 18, 1847.

To the Editor of the North American.—
Bin,~—| herewith present o y of the
“ Tampico letter,” characteriged an
ugeandalous, despieable, malignent," dec.
in gencral orders No, 349, published in
the American Star of this morning.

I'o the end that the true charactier of
this letter may be known, | desire that
you republish it in your paper; and that
manmy brothor officers may innocently
sulfer for & publication so obnoxious, |
hereby puhlk.-r acknowledge myself 10 be
its muthor, The substance ol it | com.
munioated from Tacubaya, soon afler the
battles, in & private letter 1o a friend in
Piusburg.

The statementa in the letter are known
by very many officem of this anny to be
true, and | can but think that the publi.
oation of truth is less likely to do violence
10 lndividuals, or the service, than the
N]}puﬁlon or parversion of it.

ustice to

ral Worth (who ia evi-
dently ane of the hoross pointed at in
order No. 849,) requires mo to sate that

he knew nothing whatever of my purpose

Bofor

leaving Puebla, it had been considored |
whether the main rond eonld not bo w.
vobded, and F1 Penon turned, by passing
roaid to the south mnd left of the lakes
Chalea al Jochinnlea,  The engineer
officer serving  bnmedistely st gencral
hondguarters, had qpuestioned o large num.
bwr oof persane {imcluding -.;wn-nuullf agentn
sent to examine the poute ) and the mass
of testimony was entire (o the I"L'E?"
wucky, apl perfeotly imprarticable cha.
ricter. for waggons awd arillery, of 1he
el leading o that direction. It was,
therofirs, 10 contemplation v tarm K]

Penom, by Bircing the enomy’s lines st

v pnoiaaties w of the e ineers were |
In the
meni thne, Lo, Waorth, whose division
il been Lett at Chaloo, (while Gien. Beott,
with Twigg's disision, had gone 1o Ayt
la,) sent Colonel Duncan, with & strong |
party, to examine the denounced route,
Colonel Duncan fund it just the reverse
o what it had been pronounced 1o be ; it
was firn, rocky, and quite practicable,
reguiring, 1o be sure, a little labor hern
and there, General Worth instantly sent |
I"ulnm'l Duncan with this information to |
| General Scott, and urged the movement |
of the whole army tw the left of lake
Chaleo, This regpmmendation instantly
prevailed.  The direct attack was aban.
doned, and the next morming the whole
{urmy was i imetion, " Worth's division in
the rear, (now by the change of the line
| of o lllum!}_rfulunu' the front,) ook the
1 -J, wodd e whole mass Gled 1o the lefy
|nflh" lubdes 1o San Nugustin, whiich is on |
the gredt Acapuleo loghw o 1o the city of
Mesico, and nbout nine ules from e, |
Tos is the lastory of the siemtegy of the |

conscipuently directod poths emd,

IR TTCTTITECN

We armived st San .\ulemn- on the
evening of the  1Tith, The  first powis

toti ol the ey was st San Antonio, 2
milea off in advance. Gen. Worth sent
an engineer officer the next morning to
reconnoitre ;  Captain  Thornton of the
dragoous, eoscorting him. e went 1o
! about 1,000 yards of the enciuy ‘s battery,
| leaving the corapany soive hundred yands
in the rear. \L'hrn the engineer officer

bogan to examine the battery with his ap
glass, & gun was fired at_him. The ball
over him, struck Capiain Thormion
rom his horee, IMtim‘I’l his whole
breast and ribe. Poor fellow ! he had not
tem days to live ; he was wo feeble he could
soarcely sit in his saddle, Physicians and
friond-{md remonstrated against hin going
out, but he had, | doubt not, made up his
| mind that pothing but desth itsell” should
| part him from his saddle. e had been
troubled and pestered in many ways, but
he was ae and honorable & man as
over lived, This reconnoisance resulied
in the intell that the of Ban
Antonio could be turned ite right or
left. Another reconnoisanse was direcied
by Gen. Boott, to asocrisin whether, by

& wider cireuit to our left, we could not
gnin the ‘T'voubayn road, and turn all the
enemics worke. The engineer officer
went about a ieague on this road, where
bo came upon & ravine ovoupied by the
enemy in force on the opposite side. The
round was found to be rough and broken
yond description, still practicable for in.
fantry, snd with labor, doubtless could be
made wo for cavalry and artillery. Ae.
cordingly, this was decided upon as the
| oute on which the army was to move,
On the morning of the 10ih "ﬂrﬂillf par-
ties were pushed forward to repair, or
‘ ruther make the road. l'lllmw':n ivision,
supporied by Twigg's, were 10 dispossess
lhltﬂnpmy ofthe r'ul\‘rlnu before mentigned.
[ Upon trial, it was found that the enciny
Imhl not bo brushed away, He was
strongly fortified, in great forve, with up-
wards of twenty pieces of anillery. A
Lattle had, therefore, to be fought, before
the road could be eleared. A our troopa
u;:rmlchhl the position, the sdemy
a distant cannonade, which kept up’ from
one or iwo o'clock until dark, "The moun.
taln howitzers, and Magruder's battery
wore poated on counter batierien; but as
the enemy's guim were 18 pou M
pounders, l.ls such like, behind pars
or, at any rate in command
vou oan readily imagine who got the worst

| the road, and moved forward through the

vul fo pleces.
! In?vlulnl-d in a position which enfiladed, or | inquiries that
took the enemy's works in reverse ; it | Deral-in.chief; but !
- | myself 10 be decply sggrieved and wrong-
wl,. it unly remaius to go byh:rp-.l sl
shinll do, through 'IhlaI prescribed channels,
sl b will ¢ wisand 10 the constitutional commander.in-chief.
prolably it will exceed a thousand, hllﬂl,m :;Mr-‘-i-};rhit{w" *
led and wounded, is much greater than | through you, that “*he Lee
. e e .:|“ | r-"l the -u-piom}: of ullortillﬂ"
Wo have 2, " Ve as no positive information, himself, as to
o iedping "':':,T.,.'-m:”}',",: | 14 suthorship, &ec.”  Gramtedr—but hae
not the manner in which the
chief has been
established, whother designed or not
be seen, an uncquivocal publie
upon the subject?
enough of that peculiar and
species, who only exist upoa the breath of
suthority, to catch up the w

branching off st San - Antonio, and taking | |

o the ety ; our toops pushing on with
rapidity, reached the mad in time 1o picrce
the retreating eolumn about it centre,
killing and eapruring some, and dispersing
the reat in all directions.  The remainder
of the division hurried up through the
village, and juined Clark’s brigade.  The
whale division pressed on along the high. |
way. in hot pursuit of the relrenting ene.
my, up i the village of Churubusco,
where our troops came scross anothor
strongly entrenched position. T'hwse de-
Tenees consisted of & regular Lastion field-
work, with wet ditches, 1 served av n
bridge head, nod was thrown noross the
rond ; w its nght, and somowhat i ad.

have the homor 1o be, m
your obedient servant, i

Headquarters.

. Hzapguaxteas or vnz Anny.
Mexien, Nov. 14, 1847,

Tor thie renr of the ehurch and bridge head
l]n'rr in o iles " wel Jdieh, runmng |"'I‘].h n-
dicularly 1o the road, and extending far

off t the enemy s left, and, therefore, p.r-i
allel to our front : behind this ditch was |
nninfkatey line, strotchin i
left, quite & nule long. When Wonth's!
division oame in reach of the bridge head,
it was formed on the right (our right,) of

dense cornficlds, in front of the enemy's
lines. ‘T'he infantry troops behind the
ditch before mentioned, soon gave way,
and tled to their entrenchments.  Aw our
troops approached thie enemy’s entrench.
ments, the most terrific fire that you can
possibly imagine was opened upon them.
Ruflice it 10 say, that the bridge head was
forved, and the enem
routed. ‘I'wiggs’ and Shields' troops, and |
some of Pillow's appronched the right of
the enemy’s lines, where they sulfered
soverely, Frank Taylor's battery was
brought up to counter batter the field
work, and most gallamly served, but being
dircetly opposed 10 heavier metal, was
Duncan’s Lattery was es-

therefore did great execution, and not |
being exposed 1o the enemy’s heavy guns,
wuffered but little,  Our loss was severe—

and wounded. T'he loss of the enemy, in

ours, but cannot be sccurately estimat

of whom are ¢
generals to liewtenants, There is no ob.
stacle to our entering the city at any time
we ahooss.

The following is the correspondence
between Generals Bcott and Worth, which
led 10 the arrest of the latter, and the sus-
pension of the former :—

Mexico, Nov. 18, 1847.

Sin~I learn with much astonishment
that the prevailing opinion in this army |
points the impotation of * scandalous'
conduct in the third, and the invoeation of
“the groat numbers' in the fourth pars.
graph of order No. 849, printed and issued
o yesterday, to myself, as one of the offi.
oo alluded 1o, Although 1 cannot sup-
pose those opinions 1o be correctly formed,
nevertheless, regarding the high source
from which such imputations flow, so seri.
ously affecting tho qualities as a gentle-
man, the character aa an cofficer, of him
1o whom they may be aimed, | feel it in.
cumbent to sak, as | now do, most respect-
fully, of the frankness and sense of justioe
of the general.in.chief, whether in any
scnso or degree, he condescended o apply,
or desig 1o have implied the epithets
contained in that order to mysell; and
consequently, whether the gencral mili-
tary opinions or sentiments in that matter
has taken a right or intended direction.

I trust I shall be pardoned for presaing
with urgency, an early reply to l{il com.
munication.

Very respectfully, &o.,
w. ) WUE“FII. I;vl. Maj. Gen.,
Commanding 1wt Division.
Capt. Beolt, A. A. de. Gen,, Head
Quarters,
Heavquantens or TnE AnNy.
Mexico, Nov, 14, 1847,
Sin,~1 have the honor to acknowledge
the receipt, this moming, of your commu.
nioation dated the 18th inet., relative to
rnm,l order Nlai. N:.k?ndlmhu
the goneral-in.g o [yttt
|h’n general order No. 8340 was, as e
protly clearly expressed on its face,

from right 104 jhe

ﬁ

left, completely |-

and propriety that | acknowledge your
lrﬂerl:‘ No, ¥, in apswer to mine
date, and in doing w0, and closing this
correspondence with the headquariers of
this ariny, | log
with regret, that
factory amswer to the first and

unity,
:‘alh:mlnm of such, nor stricken down
in n{.;duued age, without an efibet o
ocony

P
ond:ea—qhnulluni ross

d privilege, 10 oom-
e Serin ohia, the Prosidest of therUsb
ted States.

having acted in & manner un
s Jogplo b oy e

“M,n fo t
mands, and of the
1o give the |

with the army, and 10 lessen, If not
bis just influence and
with thoss officers and
be is placed in command.
without or

said order, (pu

Bin,—The general.in-chiel desires me

icions of ~thers, and has no in.
E-rmuiuu hinwell as 10 the vt of
the lettors alluded to in ral orders
aMe. I he Iadldnliul information om the
subject, he would immediately
rtion before & mdm

| the honor 10 respeci-
fully, ':urubﬂlhnt e g d

sorvant.
H. L. SCOTT, A. A. Adji. Oza.
Brt, Maj, Gea, W.J. Waoun, U. B,
M’?‘g.' bove is ety
sbove ina true A
EXb

; ERTON,
and A, D. C. 10 Major General

. . bl
Hravqranreas, 1sr Divimon.
Mexico, Nov. 14, 1847,

Bin,—It is due 1o my official
thie

permission o say, and
| have received no satis-

rrlll
| have addressed to the ge.
inasmuch aa | koow

s
be

pleased 1o treat the onse,
to

There are

of
fancy, and infest 8 whole military com.
1 do not design to be un-

my friends that | scorn o wear
* homors not earned.” "
I remain, sir, r obedient servant,
W.J. WORTH, Bvi. Maj. Gen.
Capt. H. L. Beott, A, A. Adjt. Gea.,
Headquarters.

HEADQUARTERS,

ist Divimox or THm
Auxy.

Mexico, Nov. 18, 1847,
The Hon. the Becretary of War, Wash-

stised by the general f

rm"'uﬂh‘ﬁf |hh|lmrTlaj: Ceners|
field Scott—I , as la my right
1 1he ‘oonstitutiosl

1 sccuse Maj. Gen. Winfleld Boott

himaeelf of his o

prchgl .
influence of his
hest effbot 1o, an
ov. 18th, '“'.‘

::i!nflﬁ:ﬂuid printed copy herowith,
J‘%}o‘“:;e Brovet m. =¢A
o

ng that general officer inlo
over wik

et o, 18

W.J. WORTH, Bvt. Maj. Gen. dated Mev.
Commanding 1= Division. Thie pu

Capt. H. L. Boott, A. A, Adjt. Gea., | s date,
=

4.
to the

crdors 8, i
‘-_“-. ived, o
For the studind
ovards by

Bevt. Maj a..i.t -
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