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OREGON BPECTATOR.

Erver.

In & provious number of our paper, wo
slated thai, in a part of a commusication
appoaring In the sooond number of the
“Oregon American,” which we suppossd
10 have been written by the Rev. H, H.
Hpalding, we were charged, qubstantially,
with haviag refused 10 publish & ' History
of the Walllsipu Massaore.” This we
sated to be an arror; but thét wo had de.
clined publishing & proposed ocorrespon.
denoe between Peter H. Burnett, Kaq., and
the Rev. H. H. Bpalding, " touching the
causes which led to the Walllatpu mass.
cre, embracing the doctrines and practices
of the Roman Catholic and Protestan
churches.” OFf all other persons, we ought
to know our reasons for declining 1o pub.
lish the proposed correspondence, and when
it was oharged that we had refused 1o pub.
lish & * history of the Walilatpu messa.
are''==when, in fact, the publication was
declined, beosuse that correspondonce pro.
pomed 1o ' embrace the doctrines and prachi.
cen of ihe Roman Catholic and Proestant
ehurches,’’ wo foll constrained to brand the
Anserlion as error.

We have deolined publishing two state.
mentn, which, perhaps, might be called
histories of the Walilatpu massacre—aons
was deolined becauso it was someowling
seotarian, snd the other beosuse publica.
fion had been rofused to the fret ;  but
thear were in no way connected with the
proposed vorrespondence.

Me. Spalding now claime that we have
done him injustice. Lot us see, I s, wo
shall be as prompt to do hiin justice an wo
wore (o ask it. Mr. Spalding charged, that
we bad refused to publish & history of the
Waiilatpu mnssacre, as would appear by
Mr. Burnett's letier 10 him. Now, it makes
no dilforence who the allogation originated
wigiit is vither true or falee. If, when
Mr. Burnott oalled upon us, he requested
s o |-|,||llilh [ bwy of the w.iﬂlllﬂl
miassacre, or & oorrospondence which
wuilld comstitute & history of the Waiilat.
pu massacre, thet the allegation is truo ;
if we rofused 10 publish & correspondence
which, with the circumstances attendant
upon the Walilaipy massacre, was to in-
clude the dootrines and practices of the
Roman and Protestant churches, then the
allegmtion s falso.

Wae did not pretend 1o charge, as Mr.
Spalding secms to infer, that the error ori.

ginated with him, nor did we charge lhll‘

it originated with Mr. Bumett; but we

charged that there was error in the alle. |
|

gation, and left it 10 full whare it belong-
ed, on the one or the other. Our confi
dence in both theso gentlemen, precluded
the idea of intended misropreseniation of
our reasons for deelining the publication
of the proposed correspond low,
we give the reply of these gontlemen,

his loftor 1o me, to show you whal e pro.
posed discumion was 10 bo, Thess Jatiers
have boen since published in the B8 sem.
bor of the Amerioan, and speak for thim.
weives. My scvond letter (o My. 5. way'
not written st the time the oths
or iwo, lu the first number of the Amerl
oan, Mr. Bpalding publishes an extraot

yutl refused the publication of the dis
ousslon, but omits the ciber portion in
whivh | object 10 going Into w0 wide & dis.
cussion aa his language, in his letter 10
me, seomed 1o Imply, You will olserve
that Mr. Bpalding in his lotter 10 me, af.
tor stating his willingness to give to the
| publio, through o letier 10 myself, or any
[othar gentleman, s full statement of the
| facts convemning the massacre of Dostor
Whitman and others, goes op 1o say, * In
giving these statements in w , 1 would
prefor 10 take the oourse, very muoch,
| which | have taken in giving them vor.

the christian religion as found in the Bi.
ble, as also the principles of the American
Board for Foreign Missions, under whose
patronage Dr. Whitman was laboring upto
the day of his death, and attemnpt 1o show
that Dr. W. was at his post of duty when
ha fell=to inquire nfier the causes, direct
and indireot, which seem 1o bave brought
aboult this blomly tragedy. ; in doing this,
| refer to the conduct and attitude of * cer.
tain  Catholios, and through them, the
Catholic ehureh,’ before, at the time of,
and sinee the massacre.

Mr. 8., in his picoe, 10 which you refer,
after siating that * the Spectator was re.
| fused us, s will bo soen from an extraot
of Mr. Burncit's letter iu the last number
lof your paper, then says—* The ressons
[ given in the extraet for this refusal, are,
| that the Constitution of the Printing Asso.
| ciation caanot sdmit into the columns of
the Bpectator, & history of the Waiilatpu
| massacre.” [n the extract from my lot.
| ter there s no such statoment made as that
| you refused 1o publish “a history of' the
| massucre.” | siated that you rofused the
| ¥ privilege arked." and what was the pri-
vilege asked, must bo seen by reference
(1o Mr. B.% letter to me, in which he pro.
posce to do three things :

1. To stute the facts of the inasssore,

2. To lay down the principles of the dnr date of 11th of April, In dus
christian religion sa found in the Bible, :hln delayed answering it

8. To Iny down the principles of (he

| American Board.,
The “priviloge asked,” was 1o publish our
correspondence ombraging these things ;

ted 1o him in my reply, wan * general and
indefinite,”” and | could pot "flﬂmln
how far he wished to go.”" | could hard.

|ly supposo he seriously imended “ 10 lay

from a0 muoch of my letter as shows that | memy

[ bally—i. ., to lny down the principles of

14 "
‘™ 1

veeded upon thes when it
should have boen finished and laid before
you, | presume you would have published
iti 1t waa with a view 10 its publieation,
a8 well as from & regard 1o propriety, that
[ made these propositions excluding all ir.
relevapt and seciarian matter, and oon.
fining un to & siatement of fucts and dosii.

| Now, Mr. Editor, | have made the
| “amende honorable,” if | had aay to maks,
| for | cannot porceive, in candor, wherein
| was st all blamable, | corininly never
[ intended Injustion 10 yourself, for whom |
have m high a megand, nor did 1.0 Mr.
| Bpalding or say one alse.
PETER H. BURNETT.

Toararin Prams, Aug. 3, 1048,
| Owe Errer commitied by correcs-
| aDItisag,

| To the m’* Oregon Speciaior

[ My DranSia—Your paper of July 18,
 has just come 1o hand. In your edisorial,
yon subsmantially charge me with an er-
ror. In reply, | have to say, in so doing,
the editor of the Bpeotator, himeelf, has
commitied an error; and | should do in-
justion 10 myself should | allow it to pass
unnoticed, and uncorrected.

You say *“ the second number of the Ore-
won Amarican,’ &o,, “is before us., We
see & part of & communication in that ps.
per, under dite of June 19, 1848, which
we stpposs (0 have been written by the
Rev. H. I1. Bpalding, charging, substan.
tially, that we had refused to publish a his-

tory of the Waiilatpu masssore. This is
an ervor,”’

That portion of my commmunioation ap-
pearing in the 9d number of the Ameri.
can, which you prosounce 1o be an * en
| ror," reads s follows: * The Bpectator
was refused, ae will bo seen from an ex.
'tract of Mr, Burnett's lotter in the last
number of_your paper.” * The reascns
given ln the extraot, (from Mr. Burastt's
letter,) for the relusal are, that the Consti.
tution of the Oregon Printing '
canoot & 1mit imo the eolumas of the Bpee-

The extract from Mr. Burnett's letter
referred (o, was laken from the following:
“ Boowomy, April 28, 1
“Rev. H. H. Spalding :
“ Dear Sir—1 received your |

y Wb

sod
1 could
sco the editor of the Oregon Bpeotator. In
your letter you stste to me your willing.
ness * to give to the public, through a lei-
ter to inysell, or/any clher genilloman,

and these three things certainly do om. | full statement of ‘the facts conceming the
brace s great deal more than a mere “his- [ late massacre of Dr, Whitman and his as-
[ vory of the massacre,” [ sociates, an also of others abiding at the
The language of Mr. Spalding, aa | sta. | station, s far as they bave come under

!yuron.u‘uhnmhhm

themn from witnasses.” Yoy add, in con.
| elusion—s All this 1 will cheerfully un.
| dertake, provided, finally, you will seoure

It appears 1o un, that o far as the lot- | down the principles of the christian rell. |the continued use of the columns of the
ter of Mr. Burnew, quoted by Mr. Bpald | gion as contained in the Bible,” for the | Oregon Speotator, in which we may pub-

Ing, Is concerned, it might justify Mr. B.
in the charge against us, if there was no
other correspondence which would give a
construction 1o the meaning of that letler;
but in looking behind that letter to the let.
ter of Mr. 8, 10 Mr. B., we find that the
mme scope waa proposed to be given to
the correspondence, which, 10 our mind,
rendered it inadmissible in a paper which
exoluded seotarian disoussions. It is pro.
bable that the letter of Mr. B, to Mr. B,
was ovorlooked by Mr. 8. amid his many
cares and anzisties. Wo acoept the
‘amende homorable’ from Judge Burnett.

Econony, July, 1848,

Mr. Evrron-—] have just this moment
seen Lhe last number of the Bpeciator, un.
der date of July 18, 1848, in which you
make some remarks touching a plece pub.
lished in the second number of the Oregon
Amerioan, by Rav. Mr, Bpalding, in which
you are charged, subsiantially, with hav-
l’ refiused fo publish “u history of the
massacre.” You aleo state that

" last spring | called upen you

mere purpose of showing that murder was
thervin condomned. 1 oould but suppose

of remark.
When Mr. Bpalding stated that you had

sacre''—if be had went on to say, as he
did in hin letter to me, that in this his
tory he proposed (o luy down * the princi.

posed 10 be included ln the correspon.
dence,) the publie would have understood
at once what the reason was. If ho had
even given the whole of el letter and his
own, the matter would have been plain,

I was well satisfied that you would not
grant such a request. Por an editor 10
pledge himself in sdvance to publish a cor.
respondvnce, in haxardous, The fair and
generous course is for the correspondence
1o be lnid befiwe the editor, and ho can
then see the whole maiter, and judge ac.
cordingly.

You will see, Mr. Editor, by reference
to my first better to Mr. 8., that | propossd
two prinoipal things in the four proposi.
tios | made him. * 8d. That you make

|8 written siatoment of all the material
| facte in reforence 10 this matier, o far as

known 10 yoursell, and slso s0 far ae you
bave been Infhrmed by otheta."”

4. That we both be allowed to ask ox-
planations ia reference ta suy portinent
matier ; but that we shall not disouse
tione not relating (o tiwe matier in -

1 sl proposed that we keep o
that elther publish lo his disoretion.
Now, Mr. y had the disoussion pro-

rofused to publish ** a history of the mas. |

| Vish all our correspondance, provided it be
| writien In courteous language.” You al.

that he might intend & much wider range | %0 expreas your unwillingness 10 enter into !

the matior unless this can be done.
When | read tha! portion of your letter

making it a condition, that the * continu.

| od uwe of the columna of the Bpectator"

[ #bhould be obisined, before you would un. ot be

|dm-h 10 make out your satement, | was

plea of the christian religion pa found in | very well satisfied that the editor could net | are the s
the Bible, and aleo the principles of the |grant such a request. |, however, oalled |
American Board,” (all which were pro. | upon the gentlemanly editor, and he asmu. |

.Iﬂdawufbh.mlunb' un the
prirlln.enhd.bulmdlhlﬁm
stitution of the Oregon Priniing Asecvie.
tion prokibited it.
Your very obedient servant,
PETER H. BURNETT.”

A singlp reading of the above will mitls.
fy sny that | have commitied no en
rori that, In saying the * Bpootator was

Mr. Burnott, And how tae editor of the
Spuiltnr. hrﬂlﬁ-;l““h.ﬂl‘-
neit's lottor bofore him, and referred 10,
could intimate that | have commitied an
error, and oall fer a correction, | cenain.
Iy am unable to peroeive, )

The high respect 1 have for the osn.
dor of Mr. Wali, furnishes me with the
{sure confidence, that this matter will be
placed in ite true ight.

1 foel complimonited by the lust part of
editarial, and thank Mr. Wait for bl

and
of the early misslosiariss, Siand.

1807 8 hiwe v/ the Walilatpe mamer.” |

refuscd,” | only repost the declarstion of

Oregon iy, (Orogon Terray,) Thireday, Angot 94 1948,

of such vast Imporiance io this commusi.
ty, as the refusal, or otherwise, of the Ore.
en fipectator 10 publish o history of the
Walilstpu masacre, | canset be

for souls and the commbods of our Greal

Master which the sulogy supposes.
One thing of a time,

be was couricously rieeived end emter-
tained by strengees while on his way w0
the United Biatos. W hitve no doubt but
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Respeotfully, yours, A. B.
o e P
Important frem @Grend Brieain.
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