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THE SPECTATOR.

Koonomy, July 21, 1846,

, L. Lovesoy & orness, Commilttee : N
Mmlcau-l senul you a copy of my address on the
Ath inst. for publication, en you requested.  Kome de-
Iay has cocurred, which the situation of my affairs un-
willingly imposed upon me, and which | hope you will
have the kindnews to excuse. Your friend,

PETER H. BURNETT.

Gentremeny & Lapies—

The partinlity of your committee of ar.
rangements, han imposed upon me a task |
perform with all cheerfulness, notwithstand.
ing it is encompassed with some embarrass.
ments. ‘I'he subject is not suited o the char.
‘acter of my mind, which is more argumen.
tative than declamatory ; and | have not that
exuberant funcy so requisite to dresy up a
subject like this, in its appropriate colors.
He who delivers a Fourth of July Orution,
at this late day, has cither to deviate from the
path naturally belonging to his subject, or he
must submit to be a copyist ; for the reason,
that the themme haw been exhausted by the
greatest intellacts, and there is nothing new
to be said upon the subject.  You mumt not,
however, expect of me any thing novel ; al.
though the circumstances under which we
assemble, are new and interesting. | shall
not, therefore, emtertain you with any attemp
at display ; but shall endeavor o give you a
plain, common-sense discourse, combining
good foeling and charitable sentiments; with
instruction. And while we have met o cele.
brate the birth.day of the great American
nation, of which we nre justly proud, we in.
dulge no feeling of ill.will, or semtiments of
envy or malice towards others.  All nations
have their days of celebration ; and while
Amerienn instituttons endure, or freedom has
a friend, the fourth of July will be remem.
bered above all other days,

There has been read in vour hearing this
dav, that celebrated Declaration of Indepen.

dence, first proclaimed o the world seventy
yvoumago.  The Nerican congress—called
the congress of mdependener—met at Phila.
de'phia in the vear 1776, and after dae and
uppropriate deliberation, determined to de.
clare the eotonies  free and independent
states.””  For this purpose, a committee was

appaintel, consisting of Thomas Jefferson,
Benjamin Frankling John Adams, and others
af the most able of Americen statesmen.
When the committee met, it was agreed that
cach member should draw up his deciara.
tion, 1o be submitted to its final decision.
When the declarations had been drawn up,
it was decided that Mr. Jefferson, as he was
the yvoungest man, should read his first; and
when his was real, such was its unequalled
sup riority, that the other declurations never
saw the light; and what they were we never
shall know. This declaration underwent a
few verbal alterations, and was then unan-
imously adopted,  Among all human produc.
tions, of any age or country, it stands out
pre-eminent and alone. There is no piece
of eloquence so perfect. The style is inim-
itable, new, and so appropriate, while the
sentiments are grand and sublime. Thede.
claration sets out by assuming ceny,érut
and leading Vrinciplcu to be true ‘and self.
evidem, founded and implanted in man, and
belonging to man as man, and given him by
nature and neture's God—not to be torn from
him by force; and which he himself cannot
scll, alien or convey. This remarkable de.
claration does not stoop to discusa the prin.
ciples thus assumed, for the reason, that they
are like axioms or first principles, not to be
aided hy reasoning, nor fortified by proof.
Among the great and noble principles there.
in contained, we may notice these : * that all
men are born free and equal,” and * that!
governments are instituted among men, deri-
ving their just power from the consent of the
governed.” The latter proposition seemgno-
cessarily to result from the former—¢ that
all men are born free and equal.” And these

reat, free, and glorious principles, in the

autiful language of the declaration, * are
formidable to tyrants only.” The great and
prominent doctrine of that immortal ingtru.
ment is this, that goverament is a sort of
litical partnership, in which each man of
sound mind and memory, has an equal in-
terest. and an equal share. There is some-
noble, natural, and expansive in this
beautiful sentiment, that, in its wide and un-
trammelled sweep, takes in all humanity, and
forms the very basis of all our American in-

and happy in the world.
The event that we this day celebrate, forms,
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|days, one of the great eras in recorded ting.
{ In the annals of nations, few events will @
[ cupy so important & place,  ‘I'he Americo
revolution was distinguished, not only for tle
|' unbending inl-.-[frily, the unbribahble honesy,
'and the unyielding heroism of its adherens;
but it was equally marked by patient ayd
long endurance, as well as great and disth.
guished talents. It called into action all e
noblest and best powers of the best of mer ;
and such was the pervading sense of the junt-
ness of their own glorious cause, which fil.
ed the souls of those great patriots, that ony
ohe instance of treason occurred among the
officers high in command ; and ihat was ve
ever infamous Arnold. At this distance of
time, when there are so few living links that
connect us with the soul-stirring scenes of
the revolution, we cannat well appreciate tie
feelings, hardships, and perils of that evest.
ful period. Could we but adequately knew
und understand the deep.toned feelings, the
high and noble resolves that swelled and fil-
ed the manly bosoms of those who composed
the congress of independence, at the moment
when, to the mighty crowd, the great decla-
tion was read, and the reader pronounced the
last words, “ our lives, our fortunes, and oar
sacred honor,” what a burst of unutteratle
enthusiasm would fill these wall! [t is mot
my intention to travel over those revolution.
ary times, in which *there were no sab.
haths.” | do not wish to excite you. The
history of that period is familiar woall. We
cannot feel as they felt. We have not suf-
fered as they suffered. But [ may be per-
mitted 1o state to you as an evidence of
what was then the intensity of feeling pre.
valent among the revolutiopary patriots; that

lis reached congress, the door-keeper swoon-
ed, and an ageﬁ patriot in Philadelphia died,
through excess of joy.

And now, my fellow-citizens, let me turn
your attention to another point. As our gov.

which you and |, and all others of its free
citizens, are equal partners, it becomes us all
to know something of the nature and char.
acter of that peculiar system of happy gov-
ernment under which we live. The result
of the revolution was the final establishment
of the government of the U. States. Many
great and serious difficulties in the formation
of our constituion, had to be met and over-
come. Many of our gifted statesmen were
for forming a limited monarchy, others for a
strong government, with senators chosen for
life. They urged the instability of all re.
publican systems. The page of history had
told us, that of ull the great and flourishing
republics of ancient times, none now remain-
ed; and it was only from history and the
mouldering but stately monuments of their
departed greatness, that we could know they
ever did exist. But the friends of freedom
urged the fact, that we were about to try the
experiment under more favorabie circum.
stances; and a republican system was final.
ly adopted. And surely the circumstances,
or another experiment, were most favorable.
We were in a new world, just beginning, un-
tramelled by old and long established forms
of tyranny, to which the le had become
wedded and accustomed by time and educa-
tion. We had thrown off the yoke of colonial
vussalage, and had resisted successfully the
tyrannical doctrine of taxation without re-
resentation. Placed,asour forefathers were,
n new and inde t circumstances, be-

PO- | ing at the same time familiar with other sys-

tems of government, and especially with the
E‘?llnh constitution, whatever was true, just,
free, in the common law of Enﬁl:::.lhey
; while, with a prudent , they
pruned it of all those features not in harmony
with republican principles. The peculiar
characteristics of the American government,
as distinguished from the governments of oth.
er nations, consiste—
1st. In its.popular character. We believe

aud is destined to form, through all coming

that, in reasoning upon any subject, there are

v

| cerain great and fixed truths, self-evident,
(and not, in the very nature of things, suscep
tible of any further proof. One of these fun.
| damental truths we hold 1 be, that all men
| are born free and equal ; and if government
be instituted for the common gowd of all, it
follows as an inevitable consequence, that all
have equal rights in such government. It
| follows, also, that as governments cannot be
administered without officers, that the gov.
erned, being all equal, have the equal right
to nelect their officers. There is somethi
#0 consonant to nature, in this great funda-
mental principle, that it cannot be condemn.
ed in theory ; and the only attempt to evade
its force, is 1o question its practicability. In
our country, a man’s rights do not depend
upon the amount or kind of his property, We
think the soul of man as pure, und his mind
as free, in the useful mechanic or farmer, as
in the great and opulent merchamt, or distin-
ﬁuinh statesman. We have no artificial

among men, is that reputation which his own

for his own merit. We care not for parent-
age or birth, for we have seen too many of
our grelleat men spring from the paths of
humble life, not to know that talents and vir-
tue are not confined to birth, rank, or station,
but may be found oftenest and purest, among
the great and toiling millions. And we have
seen that poverty, in America, does not chill
the independent soul of man ; for, our revo-
lutionary patriots, though poor indeed, could
not be bought or bribled.

2d. In our naturalization laws. We have

| petual allegiance. We hold that man, in the

when the news of the surrender of Cornwal. | pursuit of happiness, is free; and that the ac- |

| cidental circumstance of his birth, does not,
and of right, should not, bind him and his
descendants forever to the worst of tyranny.
We hold that he has a right to change his
domicil and his government, and we have no

ernment is a great political partnership, in | fears of the consequences of such a doctrine. ' oo

We believe that there is such an irresistable
and overwelming influence in pure and holy
truth, as must and will find its way to the
hearts and judgments of men; and while we
think our government the purest and happi-
est on earth, we have no fears our citizens
will leave our shores to live in other lands.
And we think further, that our government,
by its equal and just principles, so recom.
mends itsell to others, that w‘e':;: u'f:ilz
open its portals to the trulo rla
lr:der Il?: influence 01'09 is wide aud liberal
| sentiment, the citizens and subjects of other
| countries can become citizens ol;’:hcr Ulnited
States, by taking the r oath of allegi-
ance, and fixi ll.slheir rl:.-'zpedenca among u:?
| 8d. Its freedom in religion. By the con.
stitution of th United States, congress can
| make no law prohibiting the free exercise of
{ religion ; nor can it any law for the es.
[ tablishment of religion. All are left free
{ and undisturbed in their religious opinions,
without tax, fine, or forfeiture. We up-
:nd tll:e union wtmhumh and ntoh,'u base an;i
ulterous, todaﬁ:uln ure #pirit
of christianity. There is something alTor.
rent in the very idea, that the meek and char.
itable religion of Jesus should seek to ally it.
self with mere tem power, forcing itself
upon unwilling m and subjecting its
ministers to a servile dependence upon per.
sons in power and place. That any portion
of & community should be compelled by law
to pay taxes the support of a religion
which they do not believe to be true, secems
at once to be a palpable violation of the first
principles of justice. We hold that, in rela.
tion to the exercise of religion, men should be

ment has any right, by earthly penalties, to

foroe it upon the human mind. It is true
that, in most where there is no es.
tablished re , dissenters are tolerated;

but they are compelled to contribute tithes
as taxes, to the support of that form of reli.
glon which they condemn. They can enjoy

ctator.

ng | 1 will

istinctions, and all the difference we know |

fellow.citizens spontaneously accord to him |

discarded the low and slavish doctrine of per- | ;

by paying & penalty for it; but
B Bmaiee will s ek o5

4th. lts exemption from & titled nobility.
r conatitution prohibits ress from es.
tablisking any order of y, aid thus
cresting « distinction without merit. Other
lands have fastened upon them a weak, lux.
urious, and indolent nobility, who trasemit
their titles and privileges to their descendants
without I'BQIIJII) virtue or talents.
+ Buoch, my fello.citizens, are the distine-
tive characteristica of the American govern-
ment in t . Now, how has it worked in
practice 7 No form of government ig worth

anything, unlessit be l. That
onl{ autiful in lm never be use-
((ful. In relation to the practical operation of
r government, we can say all confi.
, that we have olu-b‘ u:zrvd
It has been, and is the won.
der of the liberal and of other

enlightened
lands. It has operated like & piece of per-
ﬁ'ﬁ m?li'ury—hrmhn;hi: part.
w nt me your m-u,
i 2 Ilﬁ; into detail, to show what
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ernment has been most liberal and just,
the faith of our treaties has ever been
inviolate. We have not
we have not and asked
but what we to be clearly right.
have, in pursuance of the advice of the fa.
| ther of his country, kept ourselves free from
 all entangling alliances. We have interfered
with the internal concems of no other na.
| tion, but have left the of other ooun.
| tries free to reform or abolish their own sys-
| tems of government. We have carried out
| the charitable and liberal spirit of our
tutions, and have not sought 1o extend our
limits and our!’gﬂncxl:bm:-ﬂ or force—
we have sacked no waste no oul-
tivated districts, and have not left &
desolation behind us. The wars that we have
had, were war of self.defence, and were omm-
ducted in the most humane
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{ has been no less successful and honorable.
'We hvehdmruddonu,lndlhm
| is now in office, al i
(ty and ackaowledgec
| whom-has ever been ed for & misde.
| meanor inoﬁitd!:l Tbyhoi:;dminﬂnﬁu- have
'all been Fu most enlightened
Gur togilatins biotery Pt
| government. r ve presents
-llghoa most satisfactory results. The
tion of congress has been characterized by
the most scrupulous regard to
all, and has generally reflected the
will. In only one instance, |
great principle of human liberty been
ted by that . I mean the alien
dition laws, which have lng since been
ly and universally condemned. We
indeed, nfonollugl::;ltl; of
American congress, umphant
faction. Permit me now to refer
nlil;i:dry of:'hol!nlud% And
a judiciary, in w justice
nnhl{,jpmplly. and impartially adminis-
tered Anmglhonnmhuofj&-dlh
different courts of the United States, not one,
to m; uodlm,hn:mndﬂlx:nin-
peac ion in office. if you
go to the state j ries you will find.cor.
among the judges, almost, if not to.
unknown. In El.hd.wlun“

countries of Europe, from ‘my lord Bacon,

h
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“The greatest, brightest, meanest of mankind,”

down to & justice of the peace, instances of
judicial eorruption have not been few nor un.

left perfectly free ; and no human govern. | those

ience to the laws; snd, in
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wor'd.;oiroounry'l ory has not




