THE SPECTATOR.

B A 6 LER, RDITOR~J. FLENING, PR.
Ovegom City, May 14, 1844.

Latest Intelligemoce.

By the arrival of the H. B. Co's ship Columbis, we
are enabled to give the fellowing items of news:

The Cohumbia loft the Downs in the British Cfan-
nel, on the 11th Osteber last, and arrived at Bitka on
the 29th March, frelghted with suppiics for the Russian
Americsn company, teuching st no intermediate port.
Bbe brings 20 papers or lottam, s a chartered ship was
recelving carge for the Sandwich Isands and this
country, and expected to sail during the month.

All was quist in the political horison. Mr. McLean,
(sugpesed 19 be judge McLean of Ohio,) had been ap-
pointed Minister from the U. States, and had just ar-
rived in England, 1o arrenge the Oregun quastion, and
frem his known moderate and decisive charactsr, it
mMiﬁnﬂuﬂnmﬂ

be
Captain saw a large frigate entering the strits

De Fuoa a8 be left Victoria, supposed to be the Brit-
ish frigate America, but did not spoak her.

The French army had experienced a defeat at'Al-
giom, their lom amounting to 5000 men.

‘T'we calamitous fires had ccourred at Quabec, Cana-
da, by which 96 streets were entirely destroyed.

Bishop Blanchette, upon ariving in Europe, had
procseded to Canada—frem thence he retumed to
France. He oxpected to freight a vemel with sup-
plies fox the Catholic Missions in Oregon.

Quoen Victoria was daily expected to add to the list
of reaponaibilities for England's benefit

Waked Up!

We addromed & fow wordsin our last, to our political
friends, designed to awake them from the peaceful
slumbem of into which they seemed o
bave fallen. It has effect, and aroused at least
e, whe subsor'bes himmlf “ A spectater of the pro-
cosdings of the Oregon logisiature.” Wo feel gratifi-
od that the vtention of enc even hos been arrested,
while we sagret that our * ederrsing” frisnd, in the
balf-cemscioumens of the waking moment, s far for-
got himelf, 0 to rsh from his cliamber in dishabile
bafore he had wiped from his opssing oyes the damps
of shumber, thus exposing himeslf to the chances of
publio cbeervation. Weo hope, however, our friend will
rub his eyes a little, and re-peruse those remarks, be-
mhnﬂﬂ.m-ﬂcm&qm“pmdn"
& d{fferunes between & niLL of (in his own language) &
* law,” and a specific political principle involved in that
bill. ‘The object 10 which we invited the attention of
the stateomen, not Mr. Basett's bill, but the prin-

serving” friend will “ perosive” by referring 1o our re-
marks in the 7th No. of the Spectater. But this ie
quite o trifling mistaks, compared with ocur friend’s
 recollection” of the bill in which this subject was in-
troduced in cur legisiature, which he telis us was “head-
od o bill to peevent litiguation.” Now the truth is, fAst
$ill said not & word about tesing Utigation, as may be
sona by & roforence to the fils of papem in the secre-
tarys office. ‘The policy was propased in the revemue
bill, and if the *ebeerving epectater” will take the
trouble to examine the 9d section of this law, as pub-
lished In the 3d No. of the Bpectator, he will find a relie
of the principle in question; wnd, if be be reslly ob-
servant, he will find ancther small mistake of his cor-
rected, i o the litigatien tax was never proposed to be
2 paid into the “ terviteriel,” but into the county trea-
sury ; and copsequently, could ng go o “ sugment”
the salaries of hesvitorial officers. Theso are slight
biunders, for one just emerging from the murky twi-
Nght of departing mental slumbers; and since our friend
swishas to Asve thinge fairly stated,” we hope he will
hismsel, In future, maks some little effort Lo tate things
s awwrostly as circumstances will allow.  Finally, he

,.%ﬂuhmwgm the rights

condidates, though we know of but eight for the lo-

gislature.
The Curremcy.

It is & sad truth that, at present, there is miuch com-
plaint of the currency of the country, especially among
the farmers and mechanics ; and it is a fact, equally
lamentable, that thore is but too much ground for such
complaint ; but the question is, who is (o be blamed?
Where is the fault?! Many persons charge it to the
merchants—others to the legislature—while others, do-
ing a more whelessls business, fix the blame upon every
one but themesives. That merchants and traders
should avail themselves of the advantages afforded by
the peculiar circumstances of any country, to profit by
them, is nothing but Aumen ssture—that the legisla-
tors, though honest and wishing to do the best for the
country, should err through igmorance, is equally con-
sistent with the character of men, and, to complete the
soties of azioms, to complain is one of man's natural
and unslienable rights, claimed and exevied by all
at their own diseretion, from Adam in his cost of
leawr., down to the skin-clad settler in Oregon. Thus,
by a caain of self-evident truths, we arrive at the con-
clusion, that the whole matter is perfectly natubal
and consistent with the perversity of Auman natute.

Perhaps the greatest fault of the few merchants we
have is, that they have been t0o liberal with their fu-
vom of credit, and thereby induced, or at least allowed
us o go too exiensively in debt. The legislature, fully
apprised of the fact that the people were generally in
debt, and fearing a general effort W force payment
would be made by the merchants, and knowing there
was not a sufficiency of the precious metals 1o pay the
debls of the country, it their duty to do some-
thing to save the deblor frem & ruinous sacrifice of pro-

e —— —
gmmy court 7, besides rpen]uiullu allowed
erks, &oc., tmountlnf,i we reeollect right,
to sbout $10 or $12 I‘uuﬂul be A
which was over and above the ordinary ex.
pense of wu.ts in these courts, and intended,
as the heading of the bill would indicate, to
Theatre at Vanceuver. act asa bar to further proceedings at court,
That happy ship, (H. B. M. 8. * Modeste,”) was & | 1 1o create a territorial fund, not for jurons
scene of mirth and amwement upon Tueeday even- | ,,oxg, as Mr. Bassett’s bill p , but,
ing, the * Corpe Dramatique” again performing before | fi,r gught we know, to nugment the salaries
a fashionable and crowded audience. The musical | of the vorr officers Mr. Bassett’s law propo.
and favorite comedy of * Love in a Village," followed | god 10 diminish, while there was a st ef-
by the “ Mock Doctor” and the Mayor of Gamatt,” | fort made by some of the friends of that bill
were the plays of the evening, and we have to con- | (o repesl the law allowing jurors their pre-
gretulate the whole performem in having so ably ss- | went per diem allowance, and an exclamation
tained their characters, and to thank thess * tan” for | against the small sum allowed by the laws of
the rich treat afforded ws, in the far west, upon this | Oregon to judicial officers. Judge now how
cccasion, a3 well as for the variety of attractions dur- | inuch analogy this law has to that pror:-ml
ing the past winter, A Praux Max. | in the Missouri legislature, and then, if it br

amm.h"“ mr '“"lﬂu' ‘i'.
wa the protection and jurisdiction of the United Btates,
and nothing but & raoviDRNTIAL interpesition, o &
eriminal suplneness, can prevent our national, as well
sa our individual prosperity and happiness.

raons

| 03" The theatrical performances aboard the * Mo-
deste” were followed up on Wedneaday by a choico pic
nic party given by Captain Baillie, to a numerous cir- |

| necessary to rajse & jury fund from
| litigant, why not adopt the old usual
{ plan by suming up in the cost the fee of each
juror, and authorise the sherifl or constable,

clo of his friends in Oregon. The weather was threal- {1, .gne may be, to collect and disburse
| ening in the moming—however, the produce of the | 1, wayne without having it fleeced by the
| purveyor was early conveyed (o the lovely spot picked | },.¢ of officers through whose hands it must
| out upon the **Dairy Plaine,"” and the “good things of | .,y before it reaches the honest juror. Fad
, this life” tastefully laid out upom the green sward. \, the honor to be one of the class whose at-
Gallant steeds were in readiness for the company, and | tantion has been called to this subject, we
gentlemen vied with each other in politenem to wmist | Jhould strictly go against creating salaried

the “blesming fair” to and from their saddles. A caval- !nlﬁreu, which is the parent to those office.

cade of about 40 started, and it was really a pleasing
soene 10 wilnem them scampering acrom the pinins

| big lake, and squatted in true pic nic style around the
festive board—happiness depicted in every counten-

!kﬂhﬂl.l&ﬁl‘ lustre to the rosy cheeks present-
| A few hours were thus passed in the mast agreeable
’um. when the company again returned to Van-
couver, delighted with this noyel varicty of amusement,
| A ball and supper follosked the ubove repast, given

| by the Captain and officers of the ship. The *fuii

perty; consequently, they pusmed an act, making ges. | %X Yero mor RACTOW, and even more bewitching

ernment scrip, sccepled orders on solvent merchants,
and wheat, o legal tender for tazes and all judgments
and decrees, &c., &c. There is nothing in the Or-
ganic Law to prevent the pamage of such an act; yet
wo all know that it is contrary to the constitution of
the United States, and that, should that government
faver ws with their jurisdiction, this law would, of
course, became null. The immediate effect of this act
of the legislature, as might have been seen from the
fist, has been to check the credit system, and this
checking has, doubtiess, called forth the murmuring
Tomplaints of the real, as well as the would-be deblom.
We regard the whole affair as a misfertune, the
evils of which are feit by all clames in Oregon. Wo
atill, as we have ever been, opposed Lo making the

a subject of legislation, for we think it almost

to make any change of the “legal ten-

der,” without affecting, more or less, private contracts,
Could we have our own- Individual cholce of a legal
tender, it should be the precious metals only, and to
this we believe we will be compelled o came ulti-

mately—perhaps the sooner the better.
Our Prospects.

We have recently been presepled with a specimen
of red paint, said to be found in considerable quantities
on the waterof the Clackamas river. This puint, when
caleined, ground with oil, and properly applied to wood,
forme a good body on the surface, of a clear red color,
resembling red lead. We have aleo seon some iron ore,
found near this place. Band stone, of the best grit for
grind-stones, as well as of a quality suitable for building
purposes, is found in considerable quantities on the Co-
lumbis river, and lime-sione has been discovered in
different places. While the news of these discoveries
comes pouring in upon us from every quarter, like a
shower of national blessings, we can but exclain, what
i there of utility or convenience, that will not soon be
discovered in Oregon! As these sources of wealth,
comfort and convenience, develope themselves one al.
ter another, in rapid succession, the mind is naturally
led into & train of pleasing anticipations of the future
wealth and glery of our now infantile republic. With
an article of wheat, inferior, perhaps, to none in the
world, for our main staple—a soil and climate by na-
ture, perfectly adapted to its production—pastoral ad-
vantages equal to any on the green sarth—exhaustiess
forests of pine, fir, spruce and hemiock timber, not only |

* | suitable for an excellent quality of sswed lumber, but

also for masts, spars, &o., numbers of which are al-
ready being exported by the Hudson's Bay Company—
stroams which not only afford us facilities for interior
navigation, but bring us annual supplies, in vast abus-
danee, of that most excellent fish, the saLwow; with all
thess natural advantages placed in the hands of the in-
dustrions and enterprising immigrants, who are fast
sproading over the fertile pluins, which seem still to in-
vite, by their beauty and convenience, the annual in-
grem of Ametican ssttlers, wha! may we not expect of
individual wealth, commercial interest, and national
distinction? With thess reastiroes, give us a good and

in their dremes, mep, and grace, than on former occa.
sions. Dancing was kept up with great liveliness, and
it wos pleasing to ves the spirit of urbanity and hap-
piness that prevailed in this brilliant asembly.—Com.

07" Vancouver has, during the week, presented a

ly walk a hundred yards without meeting preity fuces
and gay costumes. The woather, genenally fine, and
the Modests's entertainments seem to have brought out
the “ butterflies,” and made our locality quite u scene
of animation. We send you a list of arrivals to attend
the sport. A ComarsroNpenT.
LIST.

Mr. A. L. Lewis, from Lewis creek.

Mr. & Mr & Misses Birnie, from Fort Lirorge.

Mr. MoPhemon, Beuppoose.

Mr. Roe, da.

Mr. Buck, do. do

Mr. & Mm T. Smith, from Tualaty Plains.

Mr. & Mm. Raines, do. do.

Mr. & Mm. C. McKay & family, do.

Mr. Burston,

-4 3

Mra A, McKay,

Mim Mn;l uxw. - do,
Captain ton, from City.
L M
C ) s b A

Captain Cook, of the m&"

Miss Buck, from county.

Miss Anny Raines,

Mr. & Mm William McKay, from the Fulls.
Mrs. Bolomoen Bmith, from Clatsop.

Mr. & Mrs. Burris, from Tualaty Plaina
Mr. William Flet, do.

Mr. & M Roumia, do.

M. Logie, Bouve's Isand.

For the Spectator.

Mr. Editor—The attention of the politicians
of Pregon has been called to a certain law of-
fered by Mr. Bassett in the Missouri legisla.
ture, which the writer, in the 7th No. of the
Spectator, informs the public had been call.

up in our ature, and after a partial
discussion, mned; but which he thinks,
undera more enlightened inv tion,would
result in a different verdict. Although we
may not claim to be one of the class whose
attention is called to this su‘:)::a we never.
theless feel ourselves inte in having
things fairly stated, that correct conclusions
may be arrived at. Being an observing spec.
tator of the proceedings of the Onﬁn legis-
Isture, we were present whon the bill refer.
red to was under consideration ; but cannot
m\m the ana it bears to that of Mr.
t's law, which had for its object the
retrenchment of the salaries of nearly all the
officers belonging to the county of 8t. Louis,
Missouri, raising & fund of 83 per suit,
expressly to pay jurors—while that of the
Oregon legislature was headed “A bill 1o

prevent litigation,” and required the party
unsuccessfu t:“r- into the territorial trea-
sury for ench suit Lougln before & justice of

the peace 88, and for each suit before the

All were soon tramsported Lo the lovely banka of the

ance—the sun shone forth in all his glory just as the

display of beauty, fashion, and guity. One can hard- |

seck drones, or gentlemen of leisure, who so
frequently fill the cities and villages of the
states, and who become political demagogues,
exercising, in some instances, a controlling
influence over the unsuspecting bone amd
sinew of the country, ul;ir-: we should con-
'sider it our duty, in every instance, s guard
Lthe rights of that bone and sinew, not ouly
in their just dues from the government, but
in the just amount they should vontribute to
its support, A Sreetator.

For the Npectator,
Mr: Editor-="The people of Oregon being
of different nations, and in a land over which
no power exercised excluwive swvervignty-
their numbers increasing, and their interests
bringing them in collision with each other,
without any laws by which to adjust disputes,
punish crime, or keep the peace—found it ah.
solutely necessary 1o extablish sune rules, hy
the observance of which they conlid live to.
 gether in peace and harmony.
| These rules—our articles of compaci—have
{been established, amd though in many re.
| spects defective, are in spirit just and equit.
{ able, and however weak a base they may be
i for a government, yet, as they are founded

upon just principles, they will serve as a
{ guide to honest men in the adjustment of dif-

ferences, and impose at least a moral re.

straint upon the vicious; and so long ax they
cure adhered 10, the gregi-oigeret for which
governinents are insttuted, will be secured
to the people of Oregon.
I am opposed to the proposed amendinents
to the Organic Law, not only for their actual
, bad policy, but also on account of *heir ten.
{dency to prevent the inviolate maintenance
;of this compact, to which all parties in Ore.
vhave given their sanction,
| 1 hold to the doctrine, that, though a con-
| stitution may provide for its own amendments,
' by the concurrence of certain majorities, yet
{an amendment changing the fundamental
 principles of the government, oppressive to
{ the minority or depriving them of rights se.
| cured 10 them by the original compact, can.
| ot be binding upon that minority ; therefore,
|amendments, though in themselves of ittle
\importance, should be ventured upon with
|extreme caution, as they open the way to
more serious inroads upon the original instru.-
ment, by which a mm:rity. by oppression,
may be driven to defend thamlvut force,
which, if successful, is revolution—if unsuc.
cessful, rebellion.

The people of the British colonies in Ameri.
ca, though a mig#rity in the empire, claimin
the rights seo to British subjects by their
constitution, resisted a tax imposed upon them
by a parliament in which they were not re-
presented—success gave birth to a great na-
tion—will any one say a contrary result to
our revolutionary struggle would have chan.
ged the principle contended for ?

But as principles, like mathematical truths,
are in their nature immutable and eternal, if
it ever has been, it forever will be, just for
minorities to resist opp . Therefore,
any change in our Organic Law, deprivi
any portion of the cim of rights secu
to them by the original compact, cannot
be binding upon them ; and if the
government, in the plenitude of its power,
cannot exert physioal force sufficient to ar.




