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Oregon City, Thursday, Feb. 19, 1846,
WILLAMETTE RIVER.

It will probably be interesting to many,
and particularly so to those who anticipate
visiting Oregon at some future time, to know
something of the Willamette, the Great Falls
of which are now so rapilly coming into nn.
tice, and to learn something of the meny
cities that are <pringing up in the neighbor.
hood of the most important water privilege
west of the Rocky mountains.

The Willamette river takes its rise in the
California mountains, in about 43 degrees of
north Iatitude ; its courso is nearly north,
winding through beautiful fortile prairies,
now and then skirted by lofiy forests of fir,
pine, and cedar, receiving many considera.
ble tributaries both on the east and west—all
of which have traversed their whole length
through a rich and fertile country, and, in
many places, we might say, bounded with
beautiful and luxuriant meadows, encireled
with the lofty fir, and interspersed with beau.
tiful groves of oak.

But to deseribe the Willamette i its de.
scent, time and space will not pormit us 1o
enter minutely either into a deseription of the
river or the country adjoining.  Onarriving |
near the Falls, “the river spreads out into

a wide, deep basin, and runs slowly :mI
smoothly unfil within a halt' a mile of th
Falls, when its velocity increases, its wiid
diminishes, ediies are formed, in which 1l
water turns back 8 if loth 0 make the |
plunge; but is forced forward by the water
in the rear, and when still nearer, it breaks!
upon the voleanic rocks seattered across the |
channel, and then, as if resigned to its fate,
smooths its agitateld surges, and precipitates |

down an almost perpendicular of twenty-five |
feet, presenting a somewhat whitened col. |
umn.”  The rising mist, on a pleasant day, |
forms, in the rays of the sun, u ht,-amil'ul'i
bow—the whole torming a sight, the grav. |
deur of which las 10 be seen to b appre. |
ciated.

Below the falls, for the distance of half a
mile, the channel of the river is confined by
ledges of basaltic rocks to about two hun.
dred vards in width,  About one mile below
the falls enters the Clackamas river from the
east, which takes its rise ncar Mount Ilmd.i'
one of the perpetual snow peaks of the Cax.
cade mountains. Here are the Clackamas
rapids, another obstacle in the navigation ol
ihe Willamette; but thie difficulties here pre.
sented are of minor importance—at alinnst
any stage of water, the boats of the Hudson
lay €ompany ascend and descend with but
little difficulty. From this place to the mouth
of the Willamette, a distance of twenty-five
miles, nuvigation is good, as the tide runs up
to the foot of the Clackamas rapids. The
Willamette, running its whole course from
south to north, enters the Columbia in about
latitude ‘46 degs, 30 min. north, longitude
122 degs. 20 min. west.'’

On the cast side of the Willamette, at the
falls, the land is claimed by Dr. John Mc.
Laughlin, who laid out Oregon City in the
year 1842, The many advantages present.
ed for the growth and prospority of & manu.
facturing city, is manifest o the most casual
observer. We arc informeil that where Ore-

gon City now stands, it was, three years ago,
a dense forest of fir and underbrusli, The
march of improvement een with gigantic

stride. The city is now incorporated with a
population of not less than 500 souls, and
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about cighty houses, to.wit : T'wo churches,
two taverns, two blacksmith shops, two coop.
er shops, two cabinet shops, four wilor shops,
one hatter shop, vuo taunery, three shoc
shops, two silversmiths, and a number of
other mechanics ; four stores, two flouring
and two saw mills, and a lath machine.
Une of the flouring and one of the saw mills,
together with the lath machine, were erected
and put in operation by a company of Ameri.
can citizens, associated together under the
name of the *Oregon Milling Company,”
and untii within a few weeks past, the flour.
g mill was conducted as a public aill,
grinding for the settlers fop toll; it, however,
has been changed from doing ciistom work
o that of exchange, giving a certain num.
ber of pounds of flour for a bushel of wheat,
The mill owned by Dr. Johin MeLaughlin has
never done any custom grinding, but ex.
changes flour (br wheat.

We are satisficd that the march of im.
provement would have been much greater
at Oregon City, il nails and paints coulid
have been obtained sufficient 10 meet the de.
wandslof the citizens,

O the west side of the river, immediate.
Iy opposite the falls, the Jand is claimed
by Robert Muore, lisq., who has also lwidd
out a city, called Linn Ciy, aml improve.
ments are going ahead,  We are informel
that Mr. Moors has sold one hall® of the in.
terest he claims i the water power at the
fulls, v a Mr. Palmer of Indiana.  From
our acquaintance  with Mi. Palwer, we
teel warranted in saving that he will, at an
early time, prosecute, with energy, the eret.
g of machinery on the west aide o the
river, unless prevented by the government
ol the United States, reserving the water
power ut the full«.  Linn City contains one
tavern, one chair manufuctory, one cabinet
shop, one gunsmith shop, aml oue wagon
~hop.

Next on the list of cities comes Multio.
mah City, Jaid out by Hugh Burns, Feg., e

ty.  Multnomah City i located
ul site, und must, in oo short
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city in appearance 8s well us
e fulls of the Willumette atlimls
water privileges for the ercetion of

time, b
namr,
aneple
machinery of every description, o uny ex-

tent desired; and we beliove that, in a few |

years, there will be constructed a cunal on
each side of the river, commencing &t the
head of the falls and locked down for a dis.
tance of one mile, which iimprovement would

afford power for the manufecturing of every

thing necessary for imternal purposes, as
well as transportation,  With these advan.
tages, togother with the great quantity of
timber innnediately in onr peighborhood—a

. heulthy climate, n productive soil, and min.

erals vet w be found, we wre sanguine that
the time is not far distant when we must Ia.
come great, and we hope, good,

Eastwary Bovxp.—Ilugh Burns, Esq.,
informs us that himsell’ and party will leave
early in March next, for the United States.
Their route will be across the Rocky moun.
tains by way of the South Pass.
wishing to send east by the party, would do
well 1o uvail themselves of this opportunity,

Persons

I'irg '—On Suturday the Tth instant, the
plank kiln of Dr. John McLaughlin was dis.
covered 1o be Bu fire, which was, however,
soon extinguished by the united efforts of the
Americuns, English, Irish, Kanakas, (alias
Sandwich Islanders,) and Indians.  On that
oceasion it was hard to tell which nation hud
the preference. It was & perfect heteroge.
neous mossof conglomerated guttural sounds,
“ Hiack *isuck!?”’ was the only audible sound
we could heur, and that was from the doctor
himself, which means hurry! water!! Loss
sustained about 1000 feet of lumber,

NORTH OF THE COLUMBIA.

We are informed by a respectable gontle.
man, w ho has just returned from exploring
the north side of the Columbia river and
Puget’s Sound, that the exploring party ure
highly pleased with the country. North of
the Columbia, purticularly in the vicinity of
Puget’s SBound, the country, susceplible of
settlement, ix much more extensive, and the
soil much better than before represented,
Splendid prairies, surrounded with the finest
of fir, pine and cedar, with n great many
beautiful water courses, sufficiently lurge for
steam bout navigation, and posscwsing wuter
power well calculated o propel uny kind of
machinery ; of these Frazier's, Snohomus,
Puyallup, Cowlitz, Chehalus und Nesqual. |

|
"a, are the mist considerable,  The Jast

named stream empties into the Sound, which |
forms one of the best harbors on the Pacifice.
Hitherto the conntey has been unexplored
by emigrants wishing o settle,

We are well satistied, from the inform. |
frion received  that, that region ol country
[north of the Columbin, as far as Frazier's
river, will, in a short time, be populated
with the enterprising emigrant, w ho antien.

pates amd intends realize the wlvantayes
"ot a location wt or near the laelor of Paget’s
Sornd, o show thiet the alove eonclusion:
Care well founded, we are intormenl, <o
writing the above, thiat five familios b

nlready locuted bmmedintely on the Souwd,

Iy o A Sabseriber,” who ke st ine
quiry for mfermation, can bave hisouder
stonding brightened by ceading the =th ot
cole ol the Constitation o] the Oregon P,
e N ssoeiation, s Wi l|‘j|w- tor dwe goveerppe o
v that Constitution, In ne case will we,
knowingly, violate i, We gave onr reasons
w ]l\ Wi l]lla'.l;,tl'll it il ]Mlll'_\ o atlnte o i

ties in the colmns of the Speectator, amd wa
remmin o the saome opinion still 5 bt it ke
.m'llﬂl'lmlll thinks= that the ]wnph' i this wee
tion of countrey do not suffieientls know what

has polities are, it would be nothing bat b

[ medintely adjoining Linn City, and opposite hut be e that oppertunity .

|

| In our first number, we pruabilishidl vl
 Organic Luw of the provisional govermnent
Yot Oregaon. The Ll Law isorganic, il
no doubt, will Be read with interest by sy
fof the citizens who have not had an oppeor.
| tunity of knowing the Tuw upon the sulyect
Lol lund elwins, [t appears that o consnl
irrululu business i going on in the territary
{in the traflic of Jand claims. The most im.
[ portant chiange of ownership we havee howid
"uf lately, is that of Cape Disappointient be.
Ling purchused by Mr. Ogden, one of the fac-

| 3
tors of the Hudson Bay Company,

FWe guve notice in our last publicition
that the postmastee general had contracted
[ with T, Burns, Fsg, 1o carey the mial, for
L ome teiponly, from this place to Weston, Mis.
Fsouri==that letters mailed at any of the ofli.
cen, post paid, would be forwardad,  Postage
only fifty cents on single sheets,

We understand the construction given by
some ix, that Mr. Burms receives the fifty
cents for his pay for carrying the mail. "T'his
is a mistake. ‘The postinaster general, we

the depurtinent,

The terms of the contract ure: Mr. B, re.
ceives 20 per centon the amount of st
that the department receives for sending let.
ters cast, and only fifty cents can be char.
ged for a single sheet,

Barsas.—On Suturday the 14th instamt,
some woold choppers having cut into a sinall
sized fir tree, stunding on the town play, they
discovered that it emitted large quantities of
halsam.  After considerable loss, propura.
tion was mude for saving it. During the duy
about forty gallons were saved. Wo have
no doubt but the bulsam thus obtained from
the fir in Oregon will become valuable.

THEANTRICAL INTELLIGENCE,
TREATIE ON HOAND 1, B ML S0 MODESTE, vy
co Y ENR.

A sailor's Tife s one o exeitement, ad
Juek i generally far wore happy on his bri.
ny eloment, than leading the lify of a litmels.
man. ‘Uhe happy crew of the above ship
have had w spell of shore.going for the lus
two onths, but to break in upon the n.
notony of waddling through the mud, they
formed u little thentrical purty anwong them
selves, (the tiest by the bye i Oregon, ) and
have performegr twice sineo the new yenr,
sustuining ey chmencters in the st cred
wable manner, that even had Wl Shakes.
prare: bl Lowiked upy e could ot sa
nuy!

Upon Tuesday the 3 inst., under the
rromige of Ciptain Badhe and the otlicers of

the slip, wind betore e tall il vespecta
L aunlivnenr, was prertormmed the eomealy of ‘Ll
wooks after Maeeagges, llowel by the 1 uee

w Mo, ad the Muyor of Glareatt; a1
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W Jiest hiddren
cilleit gt okt the v wbony Javes,”
The crehestric was well got gp, witl vieddins,
ute, sl the heramonions lm-_-]nlu o Messrs,
leming and Pettimnn’s sangs weie highly
wppliowded—=<the forwwere's < Thraegh the wonl

Tos lu'll‘t'il]ﬂll—-!lu L =tidieis il

Pl =N e e of i

Pwns swertly ad beoutitully  <unge, amld oo

servedly vacored—the later's * Jercmah™
iven with meh zest, hat wee would recom.
miend Jess of the sereamenge e chorusing
poor derapiuh, We conceludie by say ing that

_ W wish these supporters of the drion every
hope, will make better contracts than thut lul‘. prosperity and suceess, aed i thean Gl

Pspecd! Gratified, T think, 1 way safely say,

iy own naine, with that of the othier ﬁ'-

the “curtain rarsed” in oure infunt cird, aml
entertaimnent adlorded as cqual o that of
“Modest™ blue jackels,
"\ llll Al'Y ANCONTY IR,

Captain Baineig and the gun.room officers
of H. L. M. 8. Madeste, entertnined 2 nu-
merous cirgle at a ball here, upon Woednes.
day evening  There was a brilliant assem.
blage of the “fair sex’ of Oregon; wd al.
though in the fur weat, yot from the gay dix-
play that night, we are prowd to state that
the infunt colony can boust of us preuty fuces
and handsome “ligures’ as the mother coui.
try.  Dancing commenced at¥ o’clock, and

it way plousing W see the *tripping on the
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