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REGON FREE PRESS.

FOR THE

WEEK ENDING SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1848, (NO. 33,

“flere shall the Press the people’s rights maintain, Unawed by influence, and unbribed by gain.”

TERMS OF THE “FREE PRESS.”

One copy, per annum, [in advance,) (hree doflars
and fifty cenls, cash—for six months, two dollars,

ADVERTISING.~—Each square, (12 lines or less,) first
insertion, two dollars—each subsequent insertion, one
dollar. A recasonable deduction made on yearly
adverlisements.

Curcency and produce taken at their cash value.
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Freeoow or rie Puiss I Evaoreé.—The [riends of
huamanity, and  of the progress of civilizalion and
education all over the world, cannot but be extreme-
ly gratificd at the railroad speed with which the free-
dom of Lhe press is progressing in Europe. For cen-
turies past it has been muffled and tied up—butit
has at length burst its bounds, and now stands forth
free and unshackled, in almost every country in the
old wourld—and it is remarkably that England is
now almost Lhe only civilized country where Lhe press
is not actually free.

There is, to be sure, no direct censorship over it
there—no oflicers appointed by government loinspect
the edilor’s wrilings before !hey are printed, and
strike oul such parts as are objectionable—bul freedom
of the press—perfect freedom, such as now exisls
in the United States and France, does not exist in
England. So far from it being free, it is so heavily
burdensd with taxes and impositions that the great
wonder is, ils circulation is so great asit is—and
were these taxes and burdens removed, its circulation
would be probably ten times greater. In the Uniled
States, it is, compared wilth England, an easy task
to publish a paper—for there is nolthing beyond the
enst of the material and the printing to be taken into
consideration.  Bat the case is far different in Eng-
Ihnd. [n that country, a government tax of one
penny sterling—equal to two cents of our currency—is
eharged on each sheet by the government, and this
sim must b paid before the paper is printed.  This
gum covers  the whole price of the best newspaper
in the Uniled Stales, and leaves, in many cases, a
handsome profit to the publishers, after expending
vast sums in availing themselves of the improve-
ments that have recently been made in machinery and
in the electric telegraph, by which news from all
parts of our widely extended country is presented lo
the public, up to the latest hour.

As an example of the direet aud indirect laxalion
which is levied by the British government on the
press of that country, we may show an estimate of
what the government levies on the London Times
alone.

That journal consumes two million two hundred
and sixty-two thousand pounds of paper annually,
the lax on which is sixty-eight thousand five hun-

dred  dollars—the regular slamp tax of one penny
per sbeel amounts to two bundred and forly-five
thousand dollars, aud the lax on the adverlisements
amoants to one bundred and fifly-six thousand dol-
lars—the wihole reaching to nearly half a million of
dollars, which the governmenl of that counlry re-
ceives from that paper alone. Thus, the material it-
self, the paper, is first taxed-—the privilege of print-
ing it is ten laxed at the rate of a prnny per sheel,
and then the advertisements are taxed al the rate of
three shillings sierling cach, equal o sevenly-five
cents of onr currency.  How can il be said, in the
face of thes beavy ilems of laxation, thal the press
of Greal Britainis free? IL may be free from cen-
sorship, bulit is not free in circulation—for with all
these burdens resling upon it, none but the compara-
tively weallhy portion of the people can efford (o
read the newspapers, and the remainder must, con-
sequently, be inignorance of what is transpiring in
the world around them. It is, therefore, a direet tax
on the dissemination of knowledge and inlelligence
among the people—and yet, in spite of Lbis, the people

of England will decry the liberty mhich we enjoy

in the United States, and throw up their capsin ex-
ultation whenever Brilish freedom, and ‘wbal nct, are
alluded to. (N. Y. Herald.

SELFISUNESS.—Within his house in a great arm
chair before the fire sal am old gray headed man
ripe for the grave. 'Twas winler, and the cold wind
whistled among Lhe leafless branches of the trees,
and the snow and sleet rattled against the windows,
The old man chuckled, for ne was warm and com-
fortable, and the biling blast touched bim nol. He
said, ‘I have ecnough—1 am rich—so blow ve winds
and drifl ye sagws, I am safe.” A servant entered
and said, ‘Sir a womanp is at the door trembling in
the cold="as no where to sleep—no home to go to,
She begs for & corner of your kileb n lo pass the
night in." *“ANway, I've no room for theving beggars
—th r+is a tav.ora clos: by=lell her (o go there,  sbe
says she has no moacy, and begs yoa to zive her e-
nough o buy a meal and lodging.”  Begon ! diive
her off, What 'y gol's my own, and I'll keep it
two. I've got none lo squander on worthless men-
dicants.

The next morning the old man stepped oul into the
porch, and there upon one of the benches sat the poor
beggar woman. His rage was Kindled.

‘Did 1 not tell yon I had nothing for you, impudence !
Come, come, tramp! Leave my house | say, d'ye
hear?' Sbhe heard him not!  sShe was dead! ‘the old
man smote his breast and entered his house. He
never left it again for he also died niserable, though
rich.




