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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGL

From the message of the President, relative (o tbe
ralification of the dreatly of peace with Mexico, we
make the subjoined extract:

Detore the freaty can be fully executed on
the part of the United States, legislation will
Le required. [t will be proper to make the
necessary uppropriatiens for the payment of
the tweive milliops of dollars, stipulated by
the twellth article to be paid to Mexico in fonr
equal instalments. Three milliens of dollars
were appropriated by the act of March 3, 1547,
and that sum was paid to the Mexican Govern—
ment after the exchange of the ratificagon ol
the treaty.

‘The fifth artical of the treaty provides, that
“in order ta designate the boundary line with
due precision upon authoritative maps, and lo
establish upon the ground land marks which
shall show the limits of both Republics, as pre-
scribed in the present article, the two Govern-
ments shall each appoint a commissioner and
a surveyor, who, before the expiration of one
year irom the dafe of exchang of ratifications
of this treaty, shall meet at the port San Die~
go, and proceed te run and mark the said boun-
dary in its whole course to the mouth of
the Ria Bravo del Norte.” Itwill be necessary
that provisions should be made by law fortheap-
pointment of a commissioner and survevor on
the part of the United N.uates, to act in con-
junclion with the commissionex and surveyor ap-
pointed by Mexico, in execuling the stipulalions of
this arlicle.

It will be proper also fo provide by law for (he
appoiniment of a “hoard of commissioners” (o ad-
judicale and decide upon all claims against the Mex-
ican Government, which by the treaty have been
assuamed by the Uniled Slales.

New Mexico and Upper California have been ceded
by Mexico to the United States, and new constlitute
a part of our country.—~Embracing nearly ten degrees of
lalitude, lying adjacent to Oregon Terrifory, and ex-
tending from the Pacifie Oceapto the Rio Grande,
a mean distaonce ol nearlv @ thousand miles, it

would be difficult te estimate the value of these pos-
sessions (e the United States. They conslitute of
themselves @ country farge enough for a greal em-
pire, and their acquisition is second omdy in impor-
ance to that of Louisana, in 1803.— Rich in mineral
and agricultural resources, with a climale of great
salubrily, they embrace the mosl impertant ports
on the whole Pacific coast of the continent of North
America, The possession of the ports of Saa Diego,
Meonterey, and the Bay of San Francisco, wil enable
us to command the already valuable and rapidly in-
creasing commeree e¢f the Pacific. The nomber of
our whale-ships alone, now employed in d4bat sea,
exceed seven hundeed, requiring more than twenty
thousand seamen te navigate them; while the cap-
tal invested in (his particular branch of commerce
is eslimated at not less thamn forty millions ol dol-
lars. The excellent harbors of Upper Californea will,
under our flag, afford security and repose lo our com-
mercial marine; and American mechanics will soom
furnish ready means ofship-building and repair, which
are now so much wanled in that distant sea.

The immediate establishment of Territerial Govern-
ments, and the extenlion of eur laws over (hese
valuable possessions, are deemed lo be not only im-
portant, butindispensable to preserve erder and the due
administratlion efjustice within their limits, to afford
protection te the inhabitants, and to facilitate the de-
velopment of the vast resources amnd wealth which
their acquisition has added to our couatry.

The war with Mexico having terminated, the
power of the Execulive to establish er te continue
temporary civil governments over lhese terrilories,
which exisled under the laws of nations whilst they
were regarded as conquered provinces im oar milita-
ry occupalion, has ceased. By their cession to the
United States, Mexice has no lorger any power over
them—and until Congress shall act, the inhabitants
will bo withou!l any organized government. Should
they be lefl in this coedilisn, cenfusicn and anarchy
will be likely to prevail. .

With a view lo encourage the early settlement of
these distanl possessiens, [ recommend that liberal
grants of the public lands De secured to all our
citizens who have settled, er may in a limited period
settle within their Jimits.

. Besides making (he necessary legislative provis-
ions for the execution of the lreaty, and the estab-
lishment of territorial governments in the ceeded
country, we have, upon the restoralion ef peace oth-
er duties to perform. Among these, I regard none
as more important than the adoption ol proper meas-
ures for the speedy extinguishment of the national
debt. It is against sound policy and the genious
of our institutions that a public debt should be per-




