OREGON TEN YEARS AGO.
When Goldsmith wrote that prophetic line—

« Westward Lhe star of empire takes ils way"—
he could have had but a faint conception of the won-
derful manner in which its truth would be illustrated
in such a comparatively brief space of lime. A new
world has sprung into a prosperous existence, whose
commerce whilens every sea with its heavily laden
carriers of peace and plenty to mankind—whose moral
influence has gone abroad and is felt in the utlermost

parts of the earth—whese tide of populalion, flcwing
weslward, has rolled over the rocky barriers of civili-
zation, and is causing the wilderness of the Pacific ““lo
Blossom as the rose’—lo open ils unsunned depths to
the glorious light of - day, and the almost magical
achievements of’ cullivation. Truly the veriesl “rhap-
sodist” might well be satisfied with the rapid advance-
menl of his race, and the increasing magnificence of.
freedom’s ocean-bounded home,

But ten short years since civilizalion had searcely
made a seltlement in Oregon, excepling the few and
limited occupations of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and
the Missionary lccation at what is now Salem. Silence
and solitude held undisputed possession of waste and
wild; forests covered the town-siles; uncullured vege-
tation filled (he fields, and the rusning waters of Lhe
many slreams Lhat made musicin their seaward course,
gave power to neither grist or saw-mill, nor bore for-
ward the bharge loaded with the rich fruils of produc-
tion. In such a contemplation of the siluation and con-
dilion of this country a fevv years ago, we are very
walurally brought to a consideralion of

OREGON AS IT IS.

A country vvilh a civilized population of upvvards of
sixteen thousand souls, vvhich jis rapid:iy increasing,
nolvvithstanding its isolated msilinn. and remoleness
from Lhe erovvded porlions of the globe. Iis selliements
extend soulh as far as (he Umpqgua valley, and north
along the vvaters of Puget sound. The character of ils
suil g:r production, and Lhe extenl of ils agricullural
opeiations, arc exhibited most conclusively in its luxu-
rianl barvesls. The wheat crop clone of Oregon, ex-
hibils an annual yvield of TW0 HUNDRED THOUSAND bush-
els, and the prospect this year is a much grealer yield.
Oalts, barley, and other grain, is equally produclive, ac-
cording 1o the manner and amount of their cullivation.
LVhile the soil, as a general thing, is so excellent]
vvell caleulated to advance (he inlerests of Lhe agricul-
turalist, there are portions of it most admirably adapl-
ed to grazing purposcs; indeed, the grasses of Oregon
are of the highest nulricious %ualily, vvhich, logether
vvith their constanl and prolific grovvih, render them
unsurpassed.

The church, the school-house, and the comfor(able
dvvelling, are (o be found in every selllement; and the
bum of industry resounds throughout the land. The
vvhile vvings ol commecce have been folded and un-
folded in our harbors and rivers vvilh the happiesl re-
sult, vvhile everylbing seems lo promise that

OREGON, TYEN YEARS HENCE,

will have exceeded Ihe most sanguine expeclalion.—
The steamboal and (he railroad, *‘ (those annibilalors of
time and distance,” vvill plovy ber vvaters and inter-
sect ber praivies, through vyhich means the enriching
relurns of commerce and agricullure vvidl be conveyed
vvith greater certainty and despaleh,  Judging from the
history of the past, large and splendid cilies, teeming
vvith populousness, vvill flourish vvithin her borders;
temples of the seiences and arts vvill abound, encour-
aged and most heartily cherished—a high order of civi-
lization vvill exist, and happiness be enjuyed vvith
it. There are many things that vvill be vvrought out,
80 to speak, for the g of Oregon, in len years--so
mauy thal we cannol R:operly even allude Lo the most
robable of them in the
bere nol be a conlinuous chain of railroad from Lhe
Willamette Valley, across the desert and the mountains,

compass of Lhis arlicle. Will .

to the homes of dur childhond, that the people of a great
counliry, stretching from ocean to ocean,may be brought
closer tugether in the social compaclt—thal they may
sympalbise, and knovving no differences, be as one.—
These railroads, steamboals, and electro-magnelic (el-
cpraphs, are great moral agenls—great reformers.—
They are helping man vvork out his moral as vvell as
blitical redemption, and the ten years (o come vyill
iave a tendency to illustrate the point in reference to
this country, vvbose destiny, linked vvith our common
counlry as ilis, cannot but be brilliant.

SomeTHInG NEw.—Our friend Truesdale has finished
bis boat—steam-boat, vve had nearly said—but that
vvouldn't do, for it's a “‘ horse boat”—thal is to say,ils
wind, ils sleam, ils molive povver is furnished by hor-
ses. It is 82 feet long—18 fl. wide,and 80 tons burlhen.
It vvill make an experimental lrip lo-day.

MariNeE.—~The Brig Eveline, for the Islands, vvent (0o
sea on the 7th inst. The Sch’r Mary, for San Francisco,
is on her vvay dovvn the river. - The Bark Janel, for
California, vvill probably leave Portland next vveek.

DIED,
On the 9th inst., of Cholera Infantum, PATrick HENRY
MAGRUDER, aged 3 years, 10 months, and 21 days.
Ere sin could blight or sorrow fade,
Dealh came with friendly care,
The opening bud to Heaven conveyed,
And bade it blossom lhere.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

FOR REPRESENTATIVES.
The name of PaiLie FosTER is announced as a can-
didale for Represenlalive for Clackawas county, al the
ensuing election.

Mr. Curry—
Sir—Through the solicilation of many friends,
James D. HoLman has consenled (o become a candidale
for Representative of Clackamas county.

VVe are authorized to announce the name of Wy,
J. BErry as a candidate for Representatlive ol Clacka-
mas counly al Lthe ensuing election.

FOR SHERIFF.

‘Trowas A. Browx, al Lhe solicilalion of his friends,
has consented lo become a candidate f[or the office of
Sherifl’ of Clackamas county, al the ensuing June elec-
tion.

GEORGE E. Fraser will be a candidate for the office of
Sherill of Yamhill countr at the ensuing June election.

P. G. STEWART,
CLOCK AND WATCH MAKER.

A LL orders executed vvith nealness and despaleh -~
on reasonable terms,

Dregon City, April 7. its.

TVAULT and THURSTON.
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT Law,
AND SoOLICITORS IN CHANCERY,

Will raclice in the Supreme and Circuit Courts of
Oregon Territory. Office in Oregon City. 1s.

KILBORN, LAVVTON, and CO.,
GENERAL Commission MERCHANTS,
And Dealeys in Oregon Produg:e.

GENERAL assortmenl of merchandize constantly

on hand. . :
Noves Smitn has relired, as a parloer, (rom Lhe con-

cern, and the busioess vvill be conlinued as herelvfore,
Oregon City, April 7. ' ils.




