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Nortu Siox oF TRE Corvvnia.—Some few months ago,
while at the mouth of the Colimbia, we made a little
trip of exploration, on the North side of the river,
wnich richly repaid us for whalever of inconvenience
or trouble it might have occasioned., In company wilh
a few friends, and Captain Reeve, our excellent pilot,
we crossed from  Astoria on (he pilot boat ““Dalphin,”
willr a spa :king  breeza, through surf and breaker, lo
Cape  Disappoiniment. We visiled  **McKenzie's
Head"—a high, bold, and vocky point of land, jutling
o ttin‘o the sea, to the Northaund of the Cape—groped
our vvay for some three hundred vards in the mid-
pight darkness of the cave beneath the Cape, and afler
climbing up on ““ all fours™ along tne face of that com-
manding promilory to its summil, and taking a goud
lnok scaward and landward, we descended o the gen-
eral level of the land by the well-morn path thal
marks its rough, mossy sides,

Again on board of tire pilot-boal, vve ““made” the
head of “ Baker's Bay™ and the moulh of the VWallack
river—a small stream, as large as the “ Skipanoun,”
and by no means as diflicull of navigation—that emp-
ties into the Bay, al “ Leading-in-ClifT.”  VYVe ascended
the river about two miles—landed at several points, and
found a most beauliful and fertile section of country,
though somewhat limited in extent,stretching lowards
the coast. Prairie land, covered with a most luxuriant
grovvth of grasses, vvhere large bands of the elk and
deer had lefl evidences of their recent presence, by the
bent and matted grass vvhere they bad been feeding
and reposing ; vvhile gentle elevations, crovvned with
groves of the spruce, crab-apple, and alder, terminated
the level land, vvith densely vvooded hills bevond.

From the little opportunily we had of examining and
observing, we should say, that the norlh side of the
river, from the Cowlitz to the ocean, is full of such de-
sirable portions of land, most advantageous for setlle-
ment, and it will net be long before the musical ring of
the settler's axe vvill echo and re-echo amid those hills
and valleys, for their adornment vvith the rich fields of
cullivation, and the comfortable dwellings of civilized
life.

Judge SkinNNER, and others, vvho bave been some dis-
tance to the northward of Baker's Bay, represent that
there is a strip of land, laying parallel lo the ocean, of
some four miles in width, and perhaps forly in extent,
not dissimilar lo Clatsop Plains; and, we bave beard it
asserted, much more preferable—as Lhe soil is not as
sandy as that of the Plains, and as the level of the
Jand is not interrupted by ridges. VVe suppose (his
must be in,immediately back of Baker's and along Shoal
Walter Bay. Il there be good land enough there to re-
ward the setller, it will soon be made known by fur-
ther exploration, and be ready lor improvement. These
settlements along the coast are o be of wonderlul ser-
vice to the country generally,in facilitating its commer-
cial prosperity, as vvell as in other respects, VVilh an
interior rich in surplus products, there must be some
sea-port lown or towns. VVe shall have something
more to say upon this subjecl, anon.

-

$7. HeLEN's Cirv.—Allhough a city bul in embrye,
having nothing to boastof as yet,bul a “*splendid site,”
vve bave no doubt thal it vvill svon be a place of con-
siderable importance, from the fact of the natural ad-
vanlages it possesses, though it may be years before it
gels o be exactly a ““city.” The time is al band vvben
such points of any consequence, along the Columbia,
vvill be improved, and spring rapidly into distinction,
YWherever the operalions of commerce are likely to be
facilitated, there vvill arise the spacious vvare-house,
and the busy marts of trade. The great “commercial
City” of Oregon, hovvever, vve think is not yel located,
Time and necessily must do this, and it is as diflicult,
at present, to determine vvhere thatl iocation vvill be,
as it must bave been some five or six years ago lo con-
ceive (hat the matted undergrovvih and beavy timber
about the falls of the VWillamet, vvould so soon give
place to the gardens of eullivation, and the comfortable
struclures altendant upon civilization

YVe ovvn no toven-lots in St Helen's Cily, nor are
vve any more inleresled in it than various olher places
of beauly and excellence in the VVillamet and Colum-
bia valleys. VVeare induced to speak of it in partie-
ular, novy, becanse our altention has been altracled to
il from the fact that the discovery of coal en the Cow-
litz brings it at once into notice, and greatly enbances
its value. IUis situated directly opposite the mou h of
the Cowlilz river, and the **ship channel” passes close
along ils river line. The ereclion of vvare-houses for
receiving ccal, and the general produce of the ferlile
section of country bordering on the Cowlilz, is in con-
templalion, as vve are informed.  Let S6L Helen's Cily
have a chance,

CRE-UNtoN" A1 POrRTLAND.—-A measl delightful ‘re-
union’ took place at Porlland on Wednesday evening
last, which vvas enjoved by quite a gathering of bolh
sexes.  Theentertaimmenl vvas most exceellent in every
parlicular, and gave the bappiest satisfaction.

Axoruenr Exrronine Party.—We hear thatCol. Forp,
vvbo is indeflatigable in bis efforts, bas raised anuther
parly to explore the Klamet country, consisling of some
20 men. ‘They will start in the course of a month.
VVe vyish the expedilion every success.

FOR THE FREE PRESS,
AN APOLOGY ror g “FIFTEEN YOUNG LADIES.”

Mn. Eptror—

As there has been so much said out of doors res-
pecling the immortal “ fifteen young ladies,” who have
stepped foith to the support of their devoted country,
I have thought proper lo disabuse the public mind by
introducing a fevv vvords by vvay of apology.

VV hoever says that this stand upon the part of the
young ladies of Oregon is uncalled for, greatly mistakes
the signs of the times. Itis vvell known that if the
Bachelors courn slay al home and have FULL SWING
with the young ladies they vvould pot peril their lives
upon the *“field of bloody strife.” I need not slop to
prove this point. Even the ‘way-faring’ fool knovvs it
to be a fact. It follovvs then, that if the young ladies
would permit them (o do $0,0regon vvould soon tumble
head over heels into the ‘gulf of dark despair.’

Again—some say, ‘they oughl (o hbave expressed their
intentions in a more mild manner—not have come out
in (he Governor's nevvspaper—siriking us dumb at the
outset,” Do you recollect, my faint bearled bachelor
friends, that il was the full, unrestrained, thundering
tones of a flock of the FEMININE GENDER thal once saved
Rome from a total overthrow ? Had that noble, patriotic




