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HISTORICAL INCIDENTS ABOUT OREGON.
NO. 3.

Though the lale N. W. Company, and their succes-
scrs, the H. B. Company, had withheld liquor from
the Indians in the inlerior of the country, slill, at the
enirance of the Columbia, the coasters had issued it so
frecly that the Indians there had become much attached
to it—=hul the officers of the H. B. Company, in 1827,
stopped the issuing of liquor lo Indians, and limited
the sale of it io the Company’s servants, and whites on
the sea board, (as thore was no liquor in the interior,)
to half a pint two or three limes in the year—but al-
Jowed them (he usual graluity—say, one pint on leaving
the depot, and the same on arriving from wioler guar-
ters. As Lhis was a graluily establishcd by custom, the
officers considered it was a right of which they could
not deprive lhe servants; al the same time they paid
those who left their liquor the sale price, in any thing
elsc, which was paying high; as, to prevent its con-
sumplion, the Company sold liquor 300 per ceni. on
prime cost, whereas all their other articles were sold
fo servants at 50 per cent. on prime cosl, Bul the to-
pers exclaimed against (his limitation as an act of tyr-
any and oppression, and to refuse to sell them liquor,
when they had money Lo pay for it, as an infringement
of their liberly as freemen. But the oMcers observed,
it was true, freemen had a right to do with their money
as they pleased, and purchase what they pleased, and
also to sell what they pleased, and the officers only
availed themselves of the lalter right.

Bat as the Indians, who had been allowed to indulge
in liguor, had become allached lo it, the officers had Lo
use management in dealing with them, and though
orders were issued, publicly, to slop issuing liquor to
Indians, still the Indian trader was permitled to allow
the principal chiefs a bottle of rum occasionally—but
he was to tell them they were indebled for it to his
kindness—and therefore they must be on their guard,
tat the officer in charge did oot find it out, as il would
expose Lhe Indian traders to severe consequences, Of-
ten have the officers smiled at secing an Indian leave
the Indian shop, a little elevaled with a bdoltle of the
stufl upder his arm, which he was most careful to hide
by wrapping his blanket about fimself—and en-
deavoring 1o conceal his stale by affecting a more
then ordinary dignily and gravily. But when the in-

ferior indians mere reconciled (o the want of liquor, the
officer in charge ook measures to withhold the smaill
quantity indulged to the chiefs,and prepare them for jt by
telling any of them he met coming from the Indian shop,
thatitseemed to him he was drunk, and the officer would
inquire of the trader if he had given him liguor, who,
of ceurse, answered, ‘no.’ Bul when the proper lime

came, the officer in charge met the principal Indian
chiel coming oul of the Indian shop, and told him be
a red drunk, when the chicf having had any
uor. ‘Atthé same time, he dropped the bottle of liquor
that the Indian (rader bad given him, which the offi-
cer look up, and while he was scolding the Indian tra-
der for giving ‘lum’ to the Indians, the chief slunk off
—and on the morrow, sent for the Indian trader and
ex[)ressed his sorrow that he had been the cause of his
gelling a smlding. This gave him a gmd pretext for
refusing to give ‘lum’ to any other Indians in future—
and thus the isswng of liquor to Indians was stopped
al Vancouver without disturbance—and the Indians
laid the blame of il to the principal Indian chief, for
alluwing his bollle of ‘lum’ to fall to the ground be-
fore the officer in charge. It also deprived the Indian
chiof of (he means of doing mischief, if so inclined,—
and, as he was the most influential man among them,
this was an imporlant consideration; for at that time,
the Indians aboul Vaneouver were alleast five times
as numerous as at present, and there were nol above
¥00 white men on the Columbia and New Caledonia,
and only about 60 in the establishment at Vancouver,
and the Indians along the banks of the Columbia were
so turbulent that it régquired a party of 60 armed men
to travel safly between Vancouver and VWalla Walla.
Even, Spring 1829, when Sir George Simpson went
up the Columbia, the Indians at the Dalles vvere so
turbulent that wben the boals were loaded, and the
people about lo embark, the Indians made a rusb to
seize the boals, and were only slopped by Dr. Tod ta-
king aim at the chief, who immediately called to his
pes ple (o stop. Il was afterwards found that every gun
of (he parly was wel exceplt Dr.T.’s, (because he carried
it though tuwo men had been left o guard them while the
remainder of the men vvere carrmng the boals and
baggage over the porlage. In the same neglectful
manner, vwhich, in such cases, is eriminal, in 1825, the
H. B. Company scnt a vessel, the VVilliam and Ann,
Capt. Hanwell, to discover the mouth of Frazier’s river.
She had a crevy of about 40 men, Tvvo senlries vvere
kepl comslantly on each side of the deck vvbhile she
vvas al anchor—yet on examining their eight cannop,
after leaving Frazier's river, they found every one of
them had been unloaded by the Indians—vvhich shovvs
hovy difficult it is to gel people, unaccustomed fo it, to
keep a vigilant vvatch.  But to relurn to our subject.
By taking every care to afford them no m-luni to
pilfer—by prudenl and firm management Indiaps
vvere brought lo have that regard and respect for the
vvhites that, since 1833, any tvvo vvbites could safely
travel betvveen Vancouver and VValla VWalla, ana
::‘ncel Jé‘f‘d dbﬁgveen Vanooiwer zimd Fort Hall—and
us i € poor people an immensily of good,
and also facililated the mning of the vvhifeg in the
coantry, and consequently the introduction of civili-
zalion. A

FOR THE FREE PRESS.

Mr. Eprror.—I see by reference to the “ Free Press”
of April 15th, a lelter over the signature of H. J. @.
Maxon,in vvhich he refers lo me, together vvilh others,
as having left the army vvithout leave. To use his
ovvn lapguage, he says—* VVe have ascertained that
JEssE GAGE, R. JENKINS, and VYViLLraM Simmens have
Jeft bere vvithout leave—send the boys back
and save them from disgrace.” Ilisonly necessary for
me (o bere slate, that I vvas on my vvay to the valley
vvith Col, Gilliam vvhen the falal accident of his death
occurred. The Colonel intended yisiting the valley to
stimulate the citizens (0" proSecutéhe vvar vvith more




