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being extensively discussed by the
press of the country, and the text of
s bill on the subject has for some
time been

Bankrupt Laws.

The question of u bankrupt law is

in course ol preparation
undor the supervision of Judge
Lowell of the U. % Cireait Court of
Massuchusetts. lle consulted
with the leading commercial associa
tions und mapy of the prominent
leagal and business men of the ceun-
try, and it is pelieved that a bill will
be I'l_‘nl.:y to prescot to the Congress
Lo meet next week that will obviate
the defects of former laws on the
subject and inelude new principles
based upon a proper regard for the
rights of both ereditors and debtors,
While it would be pleassnt to con
template a state of things in which
thore would be no nevessity for such
laws, it has not been found conve
ient for the States to regulute Lthe re-
lations between the debtor and ered-
itor classes without some sort oi a
local substitute in the absence of n
general law on the subject. While
each State may and does regulate
these relations between ils own citl
zens, it can huve, no authority out
side of its own territory. A writer
in the American gives u history of
the bankrupt laws which from time
time h.ve bden enacted in this
country and us ®ten repealed, and
makes n strong argument in favor of
the passage of some lnw of this char
acter by Congress. T'hree times has
u’ bunkrupt law Leen tried in the
United Biates, and as often has it
been repenlod because of inherent de
fects und its failare to serve the pur-
pose for which it was enncted. On
‘\[u'l| 4, 1800, Congress pu‘-.‘:n.‘ll an act
to establish a uniform system ol
bankruptey throughout the United
States which by its termns was him
ited to five years, but it worked so
badly that it wus repealed in Decem-
ber, 1803, Its groeat evil results
prejudicod the honest public against
all such mousures, and not until
1841, was another  bunkrupt
noet passed. It u]wr':l:u-i but
little better than the law of 1300,
At the time of its passage the coun-
T-l"\' was in udistress i condition, and
debrors were not slow Lo take ndvan
togoe of a law which enabled them to
got rud of debts which were pressing
them very beav®y. Thecourts were
kept Iru.wy grinding out bankrupts Lo
the exclusion ol other
business, As a spocimen of the work-
g of the law, it may be stated that
i Mussuchusetds there wer
I debtors, rate linkih
Lies of over 830 000,000, who filed up=
plications to be adjudieated bank
rupts during the year and a balf that
the law was in force. On March 3,
1348, the law, which in the meantime
had been declwred unconstitational
by u number of courts, both ot the
United States and the several States,
was  repealed.  For a period of
twenty tour years it was left solely
to the State governments to enact

laws for l;h:w i:"lillll of insol ™Mt
U Miren 2, 1567, the Lhiva
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and lust bankrupt lnw was passed by
Congress, and for over eleven years,
until September 1, 1878, with certain
amendments from time to time, cob.
tinwed in foree. Whilo the country
continued in n state ol prosperity,
the law seemed to answer its purpose
in # measure, but with the panic of
1873 there sprung up a crop of
would-be bunikrupts which, until the
repeal of the law, and even until
now, has kept the courts busy. No

ing the last dayvs of the old law will
soon forget the long lList ol unxivus
but smiling debtors who waited at
the doors of the courts in every city,

Liquors and Tebacee.

According to the ancient rhyme, the |
reason why little Johnny Reed resolved |
nover to maatioate the Indiag leal was the |
filthiness of the weed, But according to
Dr. George Beard, of New York, the rea-
son wus that the little Heed's nervous
system wouldn't endure it; the paternal
Reed had used tobacco lavishly and, so
furas he was concerned, with impunity,
but he bequeathed to his son a nervous
system that weuld staud nicotine; where-
fore, where the father chewed the son ecs-
chowed.

As the senior Reed nover had a particle
of tobaeeo in his mouth, and the junior
Reed had nequired the habit of chewing
-.nrraptmuu.-\ﬁy. had been flogged several
times for indulgence in the vice, and
had never recited his little verse about
tobaceo with sineerity, both of them
would have been greatly ustonishod at
hearing Dr. Beard's lecture before the
Philosophical society. Iv that lecture
the doctor set forth thas while the late
generation of Americans indulged in the
copions use of aleoholie liguors, and,
without much distinction of sex, in the
use of tobacco, the presemt generation
finds its nerves in such a condition that
it has to limit its use and stimulants and
narcoties to the minimum; and the Jue-
tor not only disecoverd s rapid reduc
tion in the smount ¢f smeking, but he
already foresees that millennial period
when chewing will bea lostart. All this
Dr. Beard attributes to the increasing
nervousness of the American people,
which obliges them to abandon whisky,

obaceo, and in many cases even tea and
coffes, A few facts in sapport of this
theory would facilitete its acceptance.
There are a large clrs of young men,
who are now smoking and ehewing with
an industry that is highly gratifying to
all patriots who desire to see the publie
debt paid, and every one of whose an-
coslors IUUkl‘ll on tl)bﬂul'u H"lnkl’ s ]'l"n'
tical with smoke from the bottomless pit,
who are a little eurious to know where

JDr. Beard got the impression that the
dend Americans were large users of to-
baceo and that the living ones are grad-
ually giving up chowing and smoking.
In spite of reductions in the internal rev-
enue duties, the national revenne from
distilled spirita was 18,000,000 in 1805
00,000,000 in 1870; 852,000,000 in 1875,
wnd the samo in 1879, The use of tobae-
l‘ljil‘ll‘:{!]llILIPIIPﬂr to be diminishing, in
view of the fact that the tobacce erop of
1869 was 225,000,000 pounds, and in 1878
505,000,000 pounds., It is within the
rocollection of persons by mo means old
that the oulture of tobacco came, saw,
and conquered the Connectient valley.
I'he attontion of the public has been
called several times lately to the enor-
mous increase of the consumption of
cigarottes, No person who walks the
stroets eaw ba ignorant of the yeuthful-
ness of the smokers who ohiefly use
cigarettes, aud the increase of their con-
aumptien means thiat more }l)ul'u.‘i nro
smoking than formerly.

Among the Dateh of Now York it may
be true that mea snd women of former
generations both used tobaeeo and used
it more frecly than now. Bat among
New Englanders and their westarn off
spriug the nse of tobacco was formerly
looked on as a sin, and in those com-
munities of New England extraction
where the world, the flesh, and the devil
have been most successfully 123sicled,
smoking is still leoked upon as an evi-
denee of an unregenerate nature. The
great Methodist Chureh, which looks
habits of

tty closely after the
uembers, and even recommends
ising g =20t tw.  it$ ' ministers,

deplores every yoar the ‘inereasiug num-
boers of those within its fold who use to-
bacco; especially does it tearfully notice
that is it no uncommon thing now for oan-
didutes of the ministry to be addicted to
the use of tobacco. If Dr. Beard has
found mora non-smoking sons of non-
smoking fathers, his observation is ex
ceptional,

That drinking, as a soeial institution,
is loss prominent in America now than
formerly, and less here than in Europe,
is true; but that this resulta from the
inereasing nervousness of our peopla is
not proven. T'we of three questions that
eternally agitate Americans, according to
Dr. Beard, are,: **“Who shall be the next
President?”’ and *““Whero shall I go
when I die?" 'The latter has had a good
deal to de with the disuse of liquors.

The Rughby Colony.

The Engliah colony whiech Mr. Thes
Tughes and Lis friends propose to forad
in Tenuessee hns been misunderstood as
being an enterprise exclusively English
which was Lo maintain itself us English,
cultivate English traditions and feelings
and aim to be a little England in the
midst of the United States, in the same
way that Plymouth was a new Eugland
in the wilderness of 1620, The Ameri-
can and English erities of the scheme
showed ut onee that such an andertaking
wust fuil becuuse the movement springs
from no religious or social theory, but is
wmercly an iudustrial enterprise. The
result wonld inevitably be the mingling
of the colony with the Awmerican life
around it, and gradaal absorption in the
great American community.  Dut when
this had been all o 'k.‘llll)‘ sot forth and
rensoned to a logical conelusion, Mr,
Hughes made a spesch at e opening of
the town, so to speak, in which he stated
that such was not (e intention, that the
gates of the colony wovld stand wide
open to the entry of industry and intel-
ligence from jevery quarter, and that
while in its beginning it was necessarily
English, *‘we hope that this will ve y
soon ¢ease to be so.”

It is, in fact, mesely an eseapo from
the narrower opportunities of life in
older communities, and its hope und aim
apparently are to give more and fairer
chances to capable and well-meaning
people than they are likely to find at
home, There is a prica Lo paid, indeed,
for so great a gain, and that price is sep-
o assoe tion of older re-
gions and g une, aud the formation of
now ties with strangers. There is an-
other price to ba paid also, which is in-
evitable, and that is the attempted en-
trauce of the shiftless and impracticable,
No body of persons can found a simple
industrial community which is desiguned
to lessen the friction of the great eontest
for existence withont being beset by a
warm of drones who hope somehow to
be helped without belping themselves.
There 1s perhaps to be added to this
price list the slight unnaturalness which
seems to belong tothe impress on of such
endeavors. 'T'his not, indeed, what
ean be ealled an original feeling, beosuse
from the cowmmunity in some form onr
modern society has sprung. Dut indi-
vidunalism and every man for himself
have beecome so wholly the principle of
onr society that there 13 now a shrinking
from any return to any form of com-
munism.

Of this Mr. Hughes 18 well aware, and
in his very tranquil and sensible speech

is

he allndes to the odinm which attaches
to tho word community, and repudiates
entively all sympathy with tho State

communism of whieh we havo had some
ngly teachings in this counbry, and of
wlhich Lasalie and Marx are leaders in
Enrepe. Indeed, tho Rugby community
is to be meither political nor religious,
but simply Arcadian. It proposes no
amization of sociely, no revision of
fun ntal laws. It acce pts with per
f tentment the laws relating to
andd to family life as they exist,

ré-onr

ws Lo make the b ess of living

hose laws somewhat easier. The
lonists intend to lay out a pretty town,
lue provision for parks and gor

, anid to ervect snitable, simple, and

attractive builiings. They mean also to
apply co-operation to the supply of
many of the fundamental and constant
necessitios of daily life, economizing
hewlth and labor and expense, and
therpby greatly inercasing the common

stock of v and rational enjoyment;
Al ey wooraty the colony to perfect
[ Tellgtons fraedou

It is thus a unigque entorprise, The
eolouy will avauil itself of the resunlts of
experience elsewhere, and bagin with the
aste and foresight which are usnally
wholly wanting, or which are entirely
contemned in the beginnings of suach
eommunities.  Towns aml villages are
chance growths, They gather around
some water-power, or mine, or spring, or
pataral advantage, or they are agricul-
t:ll'.ll. CHEnLres Frowing without }'ll:'l?l}ﬂl‘
or plan, There is scarcely w pretty or
pleasant town or vilinge which a littlo
forethought wonld not have made very
much more eharming, The village im-
provement societies are signs of the
wish to reme renital def
communities. Whero there isa beanti-
ful shore, of a river or a lake, it has boen
generally sequesterad to private and in-

Unguenchable Fires,

The failure of ull the attempts to ex-
tinguish the fire which has been raging
in the Keeloy Iun colliery for several
weoks, it is feared, will add another to
the perpetusl burning wines that now
exist in the Pennsylvania anthracite re-
gions, The greatest of these is probably
that in the jugular veiu, uear Coal Cas-
tle, this connty. This has been burning
sinee 1835, Lonis F. Deugherty opened
this vein in 1833, The npper drift of the
mine was above water level, and a huge
tire was kept in a grate at the mouth of
the mine in winter to keep the water
from freezing in the gntters. One night
in the wbove year the timbers of the drift
caught fire from the grate. When it was
disvovered the five had been carried down
the air hole to the lower drifts and was
bevond control. I'wo winers entered the

mine, hoping to recover their tools,
They mever came ont., The mine was
abandoved, No efllort was made to mine

any of the coal near the burning vein,
althongh it was considered the best coal
in the region, until 1856, Then John
MeGinnis put in a slope on the easpe
vide of it, below water level. Ha
struck the vein al a I'l.:-'t' where the ooal
was 80 thick that two miners could keep
| & large breeker supplied. When five
bhundred yards of gangway lad been ex-
vated, the hLeat from the bLnrning
L ougherty mine began to bother the
wminers, MeGiinnis llll"lll|lTl'll Lo open an
air-hole. The heat bacame so great that
the mon were paid double wages to in-
duea them to work. Thay worked
entiraly nuked aud wore relioved overy
ten minutes. Finally the hoat became so

-

intense that work was abandoned. The
mine was flooded.  After being pumned
out men could again work for a flew

days. T'his mine was flooded nine times,
MeGinnis finally failed und the mine was
thea abandoned. The fire hins been rag-
ing in the vein ever since. An area of

half & mile in every direction has
been burned. No  vegetalion grows
on the surface. In places the ground

hus caved in, forming chasiis a handred
feet deep. There is but a thin shall of
earth over the pit of fire. At night blue,
sulphurons flames issue from the ground,

ts of raral |

It is dangerons to walk across tha spot,
Several persons have mysteriously dis-
appeanred in the vicinity during the past
| twenty yvears, It is believed that in n
| majority of the cases they have fulle

| into the burning mine. Dougherty, the
original proprietor of the min atten ey
el to go a onece, He sank to Ll
armpits through the crnst, amd was on!

MRS

im\\---l by conrageons friends who wve
| tured to Lis assistance, The stones «
tho ,_;l‘illl]lni are ]J-Jt. IlII\l BNOW Never res

there. Iain turns to vapor oas fast as it
{ulls on the burning mine. Millions of
dellars’ worth of the best quality of eoal
uave been consumed by the fire, The

immit Hill mine, near Maunch Chunk,
| hhas been burning for twenty five years.

| 1t is  believed that this mine waa
sut on fire by discontented
miners, Thousands of dollars have

been expended in fruitless efforts to ex-
tingniali the flames. The Buatler mine,
near Pittston, has been burning thtee
yOurs, [t was set on fire by a party of
tramps, who built a fire in the mine in
1877, The fire is in the npper drifts. It
confined to nrea of ferty acres by
an immense ditch forty feet wide, which
was excavated between the burning
drift and connecting ones. The dipging
of the canal cost 50,000,  But for that
obstacle the fire would have co J
cated to some of e m
mines in the Lackawanna
subterransous coy fagraty
nwopt undor'i'o’::'& e of \West I
Miners have worked in the lower drif of
the Butler mine since the fire broke «.af,
and thore arve but forty feet of rock be-
tween them and the fleld of the fire
above, ‘T'he water that trickles through
the roof is sealding hot. The temper-
ature is so high that the men esun wear
but little clothing.—[ N, Y. Sun.
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A man whe as an overseer before the
war had driven the darkeys with a whoop
came to the vity yesterday. After taking
two or threo drinks, und feeling that pe-

culinr muscalar growth so well known
to men who stand around in *‘spiritnal
seance,” the overseer went out on the

stieet with the swagger of & man noted
for voling whole neighborhoods. An

-
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