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The Modoc Muddle,

It is not strange that whenever the
peace of any part of Lhe country is dis-
tarbed by a sudden resort to arms that
the moet false and ridiculons stories of
the cause of the difliculty are the first
in cireulation ; first in print; first to be
noticed, and first believed by a major-
ity of the public. This fact can be
readily accounted for upon the princi-
ple that in every disturbance there are
leaders who feel and know that they
are oriminally responsible in inciting it,
and this fecling makes them over-
anxions to ecover up their crimes.
Henoce they lose no time in misrepre-
senting the tacts, that the eyes of the
public may be blinded ; that the wrath
of an injured and indignant people may
be turned from them and cast upon
others. It's the old story of “stop,
thief,” repeated by cvery new traps-
gressor. IUs the murderer busying
himself early in the morning following
the bloody deed, looking for tracks
that lead from his vietim toward his
neighbor's house. The man that saw
the stranger prowling around the
premises the day before turns out to
be the identical thief who robbed the
house, Bo it has been with the Modoe
outbreak. Those who knew they per-
sunded the Indians to stay off the res.
ervation and resist the anthority of the
Government were the first to see the
reporters; were the first to ory “Uredit
Mobilier.” Toecir names were first in
print. They placed themsclves in &
position where they could first be in:
terviewed. Being conscious of erime,
they were eager to charge it upon
others. Their lying reports were scat-
tered from one end of the Union to the
other, and the public mind prejudiced
and biased thereby, before the inno-
cent thought of writing a word or
stopping to consider the cause of the
trouble. They were fortunate in find.
ing one of their own ilk, who has since
proven himself to be a thiel, to do their
dirty work, and upon his arrest they
were vigilant in procuring another ol
the same stripe, ghat not only their
crimes, but thejr Jics as well, might be
covered up,

And now, when they feel that they
have been cornered upon every side,
and know that they have signally
tailed to screen their guilt, they com-
plete the long list of falsehoods by
dropping the present and going back
in the past twenty years to find a
cause for the present difficulty in the
actions of Ben. Wright and fiis men,

This is their last death struggle.

They had hoped that they would be
able by false representations to get a
reservation established on 1ot Creek
and Cottonwood, and preserve the lives
of their pets for speculative purposes,
but their “bonorable Jack™ bad lived
too long on the blood of the emigrants
and settlers to resist the temptation to
kill whenever a fair opportunity of-
fered. It is not the killing of Gen,
Canby and Dr. Thomas that these fal-
sifiers object to, but it's the thwarting
their plans in carrying ont their spec
nistive schemes, For if murder is
what they object to, they had quite
enough ot that to find fault with Jack
and his band in the killing of the inno-
cent and unprotected settiers on Lost
river. The wretches that petted and
praised “Jack and his band of braves"
as they were pleased to call them be
fore the massacre of Cguby and
Thomas, would do the same thing to-
day il they could ‘but stay public in-
dignation.

The correspondent of the San Fran-
clsoo (ronicle very unwittingly let
the secrel out, just before the massacre
of Canby and Thomas, when he sng-
gested that “the Government counld
easily afford to buy out the ranchmen
on Hot oreek and give the Indians a
reservation near their old home.” This
scheme was plotted and planned and
made known to the correspondent,
that he might prepare the public mind

through the press for its endorsement,
These falsifiers well knew that if they
could get the press of California to in-
dorse the scheme their victory would
be won, because they had already si.
lenced the influence of Oregon at
‘Washiagton, by heaping slander
mountain high upon her citizens,

Bat by the tragic act of the savage
their hopes have been blasted; their
dark snd treacherous schemes bronght
to an unprofitable end, and themselves

.| the society of all decent men by an

taking the lives of their fellow citizens.
From the savage we had nothing to
expect, but from them we had hoped
for better things. But, alas! they
have shown themselves to be unworthy

act of unparalleled betrayal of their
own race. Despised as they feel
themeelves to be, they cringe with fear
that Jack may yet be taken alive and
turn State’s evidence. But they need
not have any fears. Their crimes can
never be made more glaring to every
sensible mind than they are at present.
They have the stamp of guilt upon
them, that time and repentance alone
can erase.

—— ———

Read.

We are permitted to publish the fol-
lowing letter from Gen. Ross to the
editor of the Oregon Herald, which
will explain itself:

Jacrsoxvirie, Ogn., May 1, 1873
Editor Herald:—1 observe two ar-
ticles in the Bulletin of the 20h ult.,
charging gross mismanagement upon
the Quartermaster's Department of the
Oregon Militia, in their late expedition
against the Modocs, and coupling the
name of Quincy A. Brooks with the
matter. Permit me to say, as a matter
of justice, that all the supplies referred
to were purchased by Major Wm. A
Owen, one of my Aids, then Actling
Quartermaster and Commissary of my
Brigade, and that Mr. Brooks had
pothing to do with the purchases
whatever.

The Quartermaster General of the
Oregon Militia 18 Jesse N. Barker, of
Dounglas county, and not Mr. Brooks,
as stated in the Bulletin. Mr. Brooks
is Assistant Quartermaster General,
and, since the massacre of the Peace
Commissioners, has purchased, on my
requisition, a few articles for the
troops now being sent into the Lake
basin for the protection of the set-
tlers. These are the only purchases
he has made.

I have carefully read the charges of
mismanagement published in the Bal-
letin, and pronounce them all false and

malicious. Jonx E. Ross,
Brig. Gen. 1st Brigade Ogn. Militia,
Just Begun.

The public mind has just got pfe-
pared to carry on the war againgl the
Mod with succera. * The of
Oregon were united from the start
upon a war policy, but then the fools
and knaves must be heard in every
other State in the Union in their
clamor for peace. This clamor has au
last subsided, after using up six months
of valnable time and sacrificing thous
ands of noble lives. Tt all had united
in representing a truthiul account of
the facts to the anthorities at Wash-
ington of the outbreak ol the Indians,
there is scarcely a doubt Lut that the
whole affair would have been over be-
tore this, and the life of many a brave
soldier preserved. Much of the blood
of this hornble affair must forever rest
upon the heads o those who misrepre-
sented the facts.

Another Massacre.
Another bloody result of the Peace
Commission—forty-three men killed
aud wounded. The Modoc war news
comes blacker and bloodier on each
suceeeding day. Iow much longer
this state of affurs will last no one can
tell, but it is to be hoped that we wiil
have more cheering news before long.
It is awful to think of 80 many brave
men falling at the hands of a few de-
spicable diggers withont accomplishing
anything. We pale when we read of
the useless slaughter, Isthere no way
toavoid it? It there are mot enough
troops, let more be called out. Every
precaution should be taken to prevent
surprises. Officers should be careful
how they send their men over these
rocky dens of hell in open daylight.

e :

False Gharges.
We feel it our duty to say a few
words in relation to the charges made
in the Portland Bulletin on the 20th
ult., against the Quartermaster’s De-
partment of the Ist DBrigade Oregon
Militia. As Mr. Brooks was not in
the service, but only acting as clerk, at
the time the grievances complained of
occurred, of course it releases him trom
all responsibility. We are pware that
the boys suffered for the want of
clothing and food, and that great
credit is due them for the manner in
which they braved it through, but we
believe with two.thirds of them that iL
was no fault of sny officer in Lhe
Quartermaster’s Department. It was
owing to the bad condition of the

ponvicled before God and man of

eriminally aiding the wild savage '

roads that these supplies were not fur.

RECONXOITERING YORCE oF 64 MNEX

ROUTED—43 KILLED, WOUNDED AND
MISSING— FIVE OFFICERS KILLED,

We glean the b-iruwiug from the col-
umns of the Yreka Journal £

Lava Bep, April 24th.—Nothi

new to report. Neither cavaleg or
Warm Spring Indians found afiy trails
on their trips. The Warm Springs
will probably scont this side to-mor-
row. There are only 11 Indians in the
place where they fired on pack trains,
near where Ilovey was killed. McKy
has discovered that Modoes are in
their last retreat. He orawled wpon
them and discovered 40, including wo-
men, but did not deem it prudent then
to attack. Expect to hear them at-

tacked to-might.
The probability is the Modoes are
badly demoralized, and a large namber

of their fighting warriors slain. A
squaw says Schonchin and six others
were killed on the first day’s battle.
Hooka Jim was shot tnrongh the side,
and Bogns Charley throngh the ecalt
of the leg. Meacham erossed the lake
yesterday for Frere's Ranch, wh
Mis. Meacham 15 awaiting him.
9 r. m.—It is now believed the Mo-
does have fled to a new place as none
appeared to-day to get waler. It is
conjectured they may be in ambush in
their caves, Il so, we will know to-
night. ]
Lava Bep, April 25th—Nothing
articularly new or stirring. Donald
Rchy and Warm Spring scouts were
out lnst night locating Modoe position
thoroughly. They have not yet re-
turned, but will to-day. The report
will probably decide regarding imme
diate movement of the army. We ex-
pect a forward move every day. The
troops are in good spirits. ‘Weather
clear and cold, with high north winds.
The advance will be made as soon as
arrangements can_be completed for
making it safely. The ground must be
understood, that the troops can be
moved with accurscy and dispatch,
when once in motion. The position
last held, or now beld by Modoes, is
very strong, being a succession of im
mense ravines and chasms as formida-
ble a8 those from which they were
driven. The Warm Spring scouts are
in sight, 7:30 A, m, just -over the lava
crest, hall a mile from eamp, stream
ing in as careless ap‘;nrent-ly as thongh
there was not a Modoe in the country.
It is o fine sight, their gny leathers
daneing in the breeze, their rifles glist-
ening in the sun, and their many col-
ored costumes gliding in and ont smong
the rocks and sagebrush, McKy is
with them, and we shall soon learn the
result of the scont, and whether the
Modoes are waiting or have fled before
L our advanpe. | —
Laten—We learn that they* have
discovered the Modocs about si® miles
south of their former stronghuid, and
a mile and a half from the position oc

to drive them from there, Gen. Gil-
lem can drive them ont of that place
to-day or tomorrow, 1f it were best;
but it ismot. It would only be stir.
ring up a hornet’s nest without get-
ting the hornets. Preparations are be.
ing made to surround, if possible, the
desperadoes, but 1 have not much faith
that it ean be achieved. The ground
18 a #eries of natural forts for & arca
of 80 miles in circumierence, over
which the Modoecs can flee like deer
when hard pressed, and like the an
cient Parthians slay more of their
enemies in retreat than in the advance.
Force enough to surrcund them in this
conntry ean hardly be Lronght against
them, if regulars alone are used,” The
whole effective foree of regulars in Ore-
gon and Calitornia falls short of 1,500,
and 2,500 would be rmall joree enongh
to surround and destroy this party,
and they must be exterminated, in vin.
dication of the outraged laws. It is
perteetly impossible to form an ade-
quate 1dea of Lhe terrible nature of this
conntry, unless one has been over it.
You cannot see a skirmish line 100
yards away, unless mounted on a high
rock, 10,000 men could be concenled
in a small area and be passed by unno-

the only guides to point the lurking
places of the Modocs, Col. Menden

hall iz expected here on Tuesday with
130 more men, who are much needed.

fight to corral the Modoces, it possible.

San Francisco to-morrow.
is loeated in Kansas. Fox, of the N.

ol battle,

fight was ended.

dead.

in) making peace efforts. Don't waste
ARY Rym

S Ting acconnt of a fight with troops sent

cnpied for the last few days. Itis easy,

ticed. Water trails and smokes are

T do not expect 8 battle befére tivlir
arrival, for it will be the aim of the

Brevet Colonel James Biddle, late Cap-
tam in First Cavalry, promoted to be
Major in the 6th Cavalry, leaves for
His troop

Y. flerald, leaves with him for New
York. The equaws fight like devils,
load guns and are as dangerous ae the
bucks, and should share the same fate,
though none have been killed ontside
Four are now fed and pro-
tected at this camp, taken singe the
ey will not be
harmed, thongh at first chance they
will flee to the Modoes with srms and
ammunition, it they get a chance to
steal any, and in event of another fight
they would return to our lines to do
the same thing over again. Remember
they are not white women, but fien ls,
guilty of murdering and torturing ev-
ery wounded roldier who fell -in their
hands, and horribly mutilating the
Itemember the fate of the sol-
dier of the 21st Intantry, wounded and
left on the field of battle on the 15th of
Japuary. The squaws tortured him in
every coneeiveble way all night long,
uptil death put an end to his safterings

pathy on such. fiends, for it
il be impossible to expest a soldier
rpare one ol them on the field. Day
U3t erday, in searching the lava
| the body ol the private of troop
Y., First Cavalry, wonnded in the bat-
le on Jan. 1Tih, was found buried nn-
der a pile of rocks. The body bore ev
idence of the tortnres inflict It was
scalped, fingers nnd toes cat off, and oth-
erwise mutilated.
To morrow morning a reconnoissance
will be made under the command of
Major Thomas, The force will consist
of Batteries A.and K, 4th Artillery,
Major Thomas and Lieutenant Harris;
Company E, 12th Iniantry, Colonel
Wright, and 10 Warm Spring Indian
scouts, in all about 70 men. It is in-
tended by this move to learn the ma
ture of the ground and location of the
Indians, a sort of a leeler of their posi-
tion. To-day the soldjers fenced in a
graveyard at the fool of the Lluff, with
a strong thongh rude lava wall, Gen.
Gillem laying the cornerstone. At B
A. M., on the 26th, the troops started,
and all is well so far,
Yrega, April 20th.—A conrier ar-
rived this moming at 4 o'clock, bring-

(]

to make a reconnoissauce at Sand Butte
ed totake lunch,

eave last Saturday.

The troops had stop
when they were nllauI:mI, and suffered
a loss of 18 killed and 16 wounded,
while enly four Indians are known to
have been killed.
Among those killed are Col. Wright,
Major Thomas, Lieut, Howe and two
other officers.
Gen. Gillem's force proceeded to the
cave, and were fighting when the cou-
vier lelt,
Laresr.—Lava Ben, April 28ih.—
Troops were nrdered thiongh the first
larn blufl, about tour miles from camp,
to find a road to tuke the mortars in
event of an attack on the Modoes, and
it attack:d were to fall back and not
bring on an engagement. The troops
were attacked on a small hill, about
300 yards this side of the large hill,
where there was no cover eacept Jow,
stouted sagebrush. They began sig
naling to the camp, as the soldiers say,
to tell they had been attacked. when
firing beeame ®o heavy they had to
stop. The troops were surrounded on
three sides,  Battery A was ordered
to support the right, and then it was
that the command became demoralized,
and every manfor iimsel. The move
ments were seen from the signal sta.
tion, but the wind blowing a gale, only
a few guns eonld be heard, and smoke

rarely seen. It seemed the troops had
met o few pickets and were fulling
back in good order, and but little was

thought of it in eamp for awhile. Dmt
alas, snch was not the case, ns we
learned from stragglers who came in
trightened too mnch to tell 4n intelli
gible story. From them it wae learned
that the command was snrrounded, and
were or would all be slain, having been
attacked by Indians, trom £0 to 100 in
number, pouring in a deathly fire on
the land, Col. Mason and Major
Green were signalled at oner, who sent
men, bmt darkuese ¢losed on the seene
and we waited gl night long for news
of the fight. About daylicht Nolle
came to Green's lines. The troops
were tnken nnawares, ambusended,
thrown into confusion and demoralized,
offering but freble resistance. They
were in fact wild in the effort to pre-
vent A rout and imlisoriminate massa-
ere. The officers exposed themselves
too much in the eain effort, and it =
probable most of them have lost their
lives. We koow that Major Thomas,
Col. Wright, Lients, Howe and ITa
ris and Sergeant Romer are wounded,
and report says killed. One man who
escaped says Col. Wright with eight
others got in a little hollow to avoid
bullets, and the Indians were firing on
them from all sides. The Indians even
tried to kill them with stones, so close
were they. It wasa total ront, and
probably the highest number ot Indians
engaged was 40, and those who had
not become demoralized say from 25
1o 30.
A dispatech from Col. Green states
briefly that the surpriee of the party
under Major Thomas must have been
more complete and terrible than antic
ipated,  Major Thomas and Lieutenant
Howe were killed, Lientenant Ilarns
severely and probably fatally wounded,
and Lientenant Cranston missing. The
brave Col. Wright is nlso dead, ax gal.
lant 8 man as ever drew a sword, and
who exposed himsell to great danger
in rallying his men, An Indian called
out in English “say, you fellows who
ain't killed or wounded had better go
home; we don't want to kill yon all.”
At first the attack eeemed to be a
feint by a few, just to keep them busy

endeavoring to flink the troops had
another object, for when the troops fell
back to the blufls bebind them tor ret-
nge they found them occupied by In

on that unsheltered glade. When at.

tncked, the troops were all sitting down
chatting.

59 men and 5 officers. Sergeant Thorn-
bill from the seene of slanghter found

Warm Springs scalped the dead In
dian, making 4 seaiped.

ground and covering the blufls as or

left their

in the morning, This

n'shed in time,

admitted

to be so during the interval employed

svized them sll.

until the trap was set. The 14 Indidns

dians, who poured a murderous fire

Batteries A. and K. and
Company E. are now withont a com-
missioned officer, the whole lorce being

a Modoc ou the way and killed him.

Instead of the troops holding the

dered, they broke and fled like fright-
ened sheep, or a part of them did, and
rave commanders to die al-
most alone. This threw the rest in
confusion, and then it seems & panic
When the command

find it held by tbeir men, and found
only Modoes,

Armi 28th.—A long, eold night has
passed, during which a blinding snow
storm filled the air. A fire wus kept
burning 10 gnide onr troops in with
the Jead and wounded, but they did
not get in until abont 6 A. M. Part of
the soldiers were buried on the battle
field, being horribly matilated.

The efforts to march a body of men
in open daylight against an Indian
stronghold gave the Indians every ad.
vantage in chaosing their own ground
to ambush, and none can deny that it
was & bad move. We want men here
who are used to fighting Indians, it be-
ing altogether different style from what
regulars are aconstomed to, We can
drive them from stronghold to strong-
hold, but not whip them, and at the
same time they use up the soldiers,
with but little loss to themselves. Let
ns have volunteers, who ean fight them
in their own way, as the troops here
cannot do it. The men and officers are
brave enongh, but they fight at great
disadvantage, There is no doubt sev-
eral of the men acted very badly, m
escaping, but when they were attacked
the Warm Springs were not in froat as
scouts, and this seemed strange. The
torce in the fight was as follows :
Company A., Fourth Artillery, 17
men ; Company K., Fourth Artillery,
19 men; Company E., Twelth Infantry,
2:!' men, with § officers, making 64 in
all,

In all there were 17 killed, 17 wound
ed and 5 missing, the Intter the same as
dead, making 22 killed and 17 wound-
ed, not including Surgeon Sewing,
wounded-in two places,

In one hole 13 dead and wounded
were found, and 7 in another, and the
whole affuir was a vout cansed by the
detection of a lew men, which in the
start threw everything in disorder.
Yesterday, a courier from Menden
hall's command, at Burgotville, an
nounced that the Modoe women and
children were seattered among the Iit
River Tudians, which means war to the
knite, .

Larer.—Twenty killed or dead, six
missing and seventeen wounded i3 the
lntest report, being a loss of 43 men out
of 64, killed and wounded.

Tur Warn Sruixa Ixpiaxs.—The
Warm Spring Indians now engaged
with the troops agninst the Modoes,
says the Yrcka Jowrnal, are saild to be
all large men, many of them six leet
tall and over.  They obey their leader
MeKy and their sub chivts implicitly.
Their head ehict is ealled Dumeta, who
is at Umatilla, where the tribe alto-
gether, when on the rescrvation, num-
bers 400, Donald MeKy i< 37 years of
age, his father being a Scotchman,

his mother a Northern Indian wonf™ -
e has been raised and brought up al-
together among the whites; whelly in-
terested in their welfare, and knows
every Indian trick in warfare. These
Indians carry small flags 10 singal their
positions, and they play all sorts ol
dodges to coax a Modoc out for a fair

shot,
-

Examixa  Ispiay News — From
present appearances it wonld seem that
a general Indian war 03 this Coast is
inevitable. Everywhere the Indians
are defiant and sancy. The red skins,
1,400 in number, are fortilying at
White Bluff, near Yukima, in Wash-
ington Territory, having left the reser-
vation. The rettlers in that section
are very much alarmed. The Epo-
kanes are 1oving about in bands of
twenty and thirty, serving notices on
the whites to leave and elniming the
country ns their own. Even the Nez
FPerces, always friendly heretofore,
show signs of imswbordjnation. So
much for the Penee Commission farce,

Hox. A. B. Meaenax.—This gentle
man, of Peace Commission fame, and
who so narrowly escaped with his life
at the time Genert]l Canby was killed,
passed throngh town on Wednesday,
vn route home, his wife accompanying
him, He was so disfigured by the
wounds received from the Modoes as
to be scarcely recognmized by his ae
quaintanoces.

-
Dearnn oF Junee Toaven.—Judge
Thayer died at his residence in Corvallis
on the 20th ult, having been pros-
trated for some time previous with ty-
phoid fever. Judge Thayer was an
old resident of Oregon, a lawyer of
fine ability and universally respected.
Peace to his ashes.
~ - ——

Prrr Riven Ixpraxs.—\Word reached
here last Sundli. by some one going to
Seott Valley, who stopped at the Forest
House withont coming throngh town,
that the Pitt l&yex Indians had killed
a-man named Wagoner in Hot Spring
Valley, We placed very little relianes
on the romor, but since the Modoe
equaws and children, are smong the
T'itt Rivers, there may be some truth
in the rumor. Tt seems evident that
the squaws and children being sent
there, looks like the Modocs retreating
there when toreed to do so. The lava
country extends all the way down to
Pitt River and Fsll river, inte Shasta
‘county, and that section is very poorly
pared for Indian depredations.—

Y

fell back to the Llufis they expected to

Excrren—Upon
yesterday morning

the substance ol the news

the total rout under Major m
Wright, Liut. Howe and Licut. Harria,
E:’ms:;nhle excitement was manifest-
, and the general im
that vn!uugct:s will hmm%
as uoderstand Indian fighting. Such
successes on the part of the Modoes
only encourage other Indians to break
out, and nnless the Modocs are soon
conquered, we may antici a general
upriting ol every Indian lg‘t;o it
about here, 1t not along the MIE
ern coast. We have contended
the start, that the easiest and best way
to whip Indians was o volun-
teers, and our opinion is by
recent events. Volunteers whipped the
-::idom dhelofa when “t;o military failed,
can do it agnin, il government
will call lhmlf?::.. Those who made
fun of Gen. \Wheaton's boats snd
his well laid plans to fight the Modoes
in their lava Gibraltar, can now see l;:
his head was right,and thongh w
ped with a m’ill foroe, and a dense
log prsremiulg his t:oe oi::;‘:oﬂﬂl.
he made a gallant ith his troops
and volmslgen.— l'rzl'h: Jowurnal.

NEW TO-DAY.
RED MEN'S BALL!

THE OREGONIAN POCAMONTAS TRIBE
(S0, 1)

—WIiLL GIVE THEIR—

ANNIVERSARY BALL !
VEIT SCHUTZ HALL,

JACKSONVILLE, CREGCON,.
—

MONDAY, MAY Ik, IST8
A CORDIAL INVITATMOMN
s extend- to ol

Committee of Arrnmgrmenis >

Apax Scinrr, €. W, Swvaas,
P D, Pausoxs, B ChoxemiLues,
En Pracock.

Committee of Receptiom:

E. B. Wamsox, Sor. Sacus,

1L K. Haxxa, W. IL McDasigr,
A Frsuen,

Floer Manager:

E. D. Fovseax, A. P. Owexs,

J. . Wase, Tuos. Gaxise,

Joux Cixnonsky,

MUSIC:
JAOKSONVYILLE BTRING BAND.

Thhets = = = = = = §3 30,
. : : §

SPRING OF 1873.

GREAT ASSORTMENT

— OF—
SPRING AND SUMMER GOODS

Just openail at

SACHS BROS/
TEMPLE OF FASHION,
Cousisting in part of
LADIES' FLATS AND RIBBONS

DRESS GOODS,

Awmong which are

GRENADINES,
Tuasu Porriys,
Piques,
Frescu ANp
Axgnicay Lawss,

Jaraxese Stuirss - Axp ORGANDIES.

Fancy Goods
Of all descriptions
OUR SPECIALTY.
—ALBO BECEIVED—
A LARGE STOCK
Of Gemty’ Clothing and Hats.

f

ALL und see our New Goods. Wil

them to with plrasure
m o 38 M PSACHS BROS.
N. B.—A Good k of Groceries and
Houschold Furnishing Goods on hand st low
prices. May 3, W3-
MESTEAD, PRE-EMPTION
H° and COURT BLANKS

of all kinds, kept on hand for rale, or printed

reka Journal.

(o order at this ofiee.



