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K3, and character of soil present, 4' variation of
circumstances, adapting particular districts to
many diffrent classes of growths and branches u

of agrlcwnratindilstry.t' . ' ' '
On ifimcb lowlands and valleys sngar-can- e

yields ttljj'most "profitable returns. The extent
and nraige richness of the tracts suited 10 this
purposwre unsurpassed in the --West Indies.
The eilence. shows that the average quality
of soil t Santo Domingo, especially the plain
of the tego, and portions of the coonlry 00 the
north tore, are better adapted to raising sugar
canethm&re the sugar-growin- g districts ol
the a'djilent islands. , This is corroborated by
the observation of the commissioner?.

They nd ibeir agents iuspecled several of
the prjndp-.i- l sugar plantations 10 Jamaica.
Thepnxiclcn of these is very .great where
irrigation is practiced. In some cases it

to elcetd two tons per acre. But in
many of jth circumstances conducive to tb
rousliprmtiule manufacture, Jamaica is less
favored .nan Santo Domingo. A much larger
portion ot tin latter is naturally watered to u
degree' sulatle for this and other agricultural
purposes.) Ii many pans of Santo Doming"
the canes! d( not need replanting for maiy
years, -- hflen successive annual cuttings from
the original 'oot are common, and opon the
richest, laidsexcellent cane is found of muih
greater age. This is due partly to the greater
frequency ,anl abundance of ram resulting from
the easterly or windward position of Saulo
Domingo, wlich gives it freer access to the
trado-winj- s tsao the islands farther within the
GuT, andpanly, also, to the rich vegilab'e
mold which covers the surface of extensive
plains ana villeys the result of centuries of
forest growth and decay. The greater abun-
dance of lael soold to give Santo Do
rningonn addtional advantage over adjoining
islands in this, branch of Industry.

The moantctn rrgions are especially suited
to 1 be cu ture, of i oTee and cacao. The soil of the
bills is usually rich ; even where too steep and
strong to be plowed, tbey can be cultivated with
the hoe. Tliesalubrity of the climate and the
beaniy of ibe scenery make them exceedingly
attractive. To persons anacclinmled and uc
customed to tbe northern temperature in

regions offer peculiar inducemiiils.
At pres-en- t these high land', which form moie
than one half the area nfjhe island, are general
iy uninhabited, and almost unvisited by man.
In Jumaica are muy In plantations of cuflVe
in similar situation?, at an altitude of 3,300 to
to 4,000 Icet above the leyil of the sea. The

.culture of coffee jird cacao requires much lets
labor and capital than that of sugar, and is
peca'iarty adapted to families of moderate
means. The collie tree begins to bear at tie
age of four years, and continnes to yield an

.annual crop for more than Glty year?. The
cacao is equally productive and eay ofculture.
Native clioco'ate prepared from the cacao beau

' is of excellent quality and in general use. Both
" these trees, have become thoroughly naturalized.
'and are found growing wild in the woods, and

ECim free from diseases and enemies.
There are a nnmber of plants, varieties of tbe

genus agave, which produce valuable fibres,
already employed to some extent in Santo
Domingo fordomestic purposes. The"oabaya"
is the most common; it grows wild in, tie
driest and most arid districts. It is susceptible
01 cany caltiration. J he Dominicans make it

. into. ropes, taller, hammock fastening. 4c.
By the rough process of extracting tbe fibre
Dy band, now used, it could not be profitably
manufactured ; 'but with suitable machinery it
would form an important article of export.

Tbe product of wax and honey is surprisingly
large) In many places the rocks and hollow
trees abound in bees. The bonev is so cheap
tad plentiful (bat comparatively little of it is
saved. ' Thousands 'of hives are dsroycd for

J'thegakeof tbe wax alone. Wax candles are
in general nse among the poorest classes.

who ginger and indigo grow everywhere in
profusion. The tree cotton grows even op the
dry lands, and bears abundantly. Tbe Ameri-
can cotton shrub it also raised successfully near
Azna. Almost every tropical production would
seem possible in a soil, so rich and climate so
genial.

At fstill higher point opon these mountains,'
the culture 0. cinchona, or Peruvian bark, can
be made a profitable braceb of industry. This
invaluable plant requires an equable climate,
free from excessive heat and frest. It baa re-
cently been introduced into tbe neighboring
island of Jamaica, and flourishes at an eleva-
tion or from fonr thousand to six thousand feet.
The stems of the trees, only fonr years old, are

u
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already six inches injcircumjt:rebcef !andthcy
are about eleven feet fn height, iAl'tbe",age ol
ten years tbey will have attaioen sufficient sue
io be cut down, and will spring up, again from
Tin rnnia wilhnnt rerilantine. Tbe British Gov
rnment seemlo have considered ibis production

matter of national importance, and have car;--!
tally caterer! it. Upon these mount air many
of ihe vegetables 8nd fini's of the lemperatr
zone can be successfully cultivated. Potatoes,
cabbages, cauliflowers, celery, lettuce and rad

were seen in prrlrcnon. in rnrtiiu-Priiic- e

pt allies wire found. rais-- on the
neighboring mountains. Pineapples grow
luxuriantly in many parts of the In
ihe valley'of Coianza, soulbwrni of Santiago.
at an elevation of 4000 feet, wheat hug bten
ruined.

Aa an evidence of tbe present undeveloped
ciindiiiim ol Dominican agnculinre, may bf
cited the fact that Ibe commission. Dunne Hirir
expeditions through the interior of the island.

fien met with beet sugar raised and refined in
France, bntter and cheese importi-- from Dm
mark, and milk condei S'd in I he United Slnte.
bat seldom with similar arliclm munufaciurt--

n Ihe island, J',ven native 11 d'go 0 common
wild by the road-id- e is supplanted by an
adulterated foreicn orlirle. So far ts known,
no agricultural implements nf any value are
used. Not even a p'ciw was nnywliere to be
seen. Ihe country is everywhere adapted Io
the culture or tobacco. Almost every gurdtn
contains enough for tin c of ihe firmly, anil
it furnishes the principal article of export.
There seem no reason why ii shontd not iqnn!
the qnality raised in Culm, il equal skill and
:nduirv were appmu. At pie.-- both an--

wanting. Il is raied carehsjly, ennd imp-- r

packed rnnghly in cernnns of pilm leaf
and transported oer mountain upon thrback
of donkiys to the rd, where it issoldat
about six cents per pound to lore'gn meichanls.
and exported principally to 0 rmany. .

Ma z: or Indian corn it raised lint is
of inferior qnalily, and does not flmri-- h aa in
the United State?. Three crops a year ean be
raised. The summer crop is said In be the
be--t in qnality. Only the winter crop wa sc cr.
'I he most valuable native grain is a species nl
rice, which grows npon the upland. It U
darkir ard smaller than therice of commerce,
nit of excelli-u- t qnalilv. and it enters largely

Into ilir fond of I lie inhabitants.
Tropical frnils are numernm and excellent.

More than forty distinct species have been
fonnd (jrowinj wild Oranrcc, banana', linie.
citrnn, lamarinrts.Ennvip,
inelnns. brrad-fruit- , 4c., abnnnd. With chen
and rapid communication, tbe markets of the
United States cnuid be snpplied wilh these
more perNhablc fmits in great quantities and
nt very low prices. At present they are un
saleable.

Vegetables of many varieties are found at all
seasons in the marge's of the priucipal cities ol
Santo Domingo. They are tomatoes, sweel
potaloc.corn, peas, beano, squashi-s- ,

t,

peppers, sc ; also, yams, cassava, planlainv
and many other products unknown in ihe north

Santo Domingo bas always been noted for
the comparative variety and abundance ol its
grasses, which adds greatly to ils agricultural
capabilities. The "gramo," as it is commonly
called, a broad leafed grass which takes root a'l
every joint, grows, abnndantly and becomes
thicker in prpportion ns it is cropped. A still
more valuable grass, called "grama del pais,
or grass or the countrv, furnishes forage. The
coinea erass, which has proved so Drecions in
Jamaica, does well. The prairie grass of the
savannas is said riot )o bear close cropping, bnt
eives place to others. To the abundance of
these grasses is owing the of
Santo Domingo over the adjacent islands in ihe
raising of cattle. For cent nries the

col mies buedeperd.d pon Ihe
Spanish portion of this island for their supplies
of horses, cattle and bogs.

The vast savannas called Llanos on tie east-
ern end ol the island are intersected in all Hi
rections by belts of timber with" "luxuriant
undergrowth. Traveling over these savanna
at nid day, tbe commission fonnd what seeped
to be a solitary prairie, with no signs oT human
habitation or animal Jife ; bqt as tbe sun, de-
clined, there came,onf from, tbe "grbves orj all
sides thousands of cattle, spreading themselves
over the plain. These cattle are in size a tittle
less than a trood trrade in onr own couhtrv.
Jbey are mostly of a ta,i of or JUderney'AIor.

is perennial, and as they require po shelter in
winter, tbe chief business of tbe herdsman' is (b
brand and to count them. Thev can be bought
for about a cent a pound on hoof. Vast as
are tbe herds on tbe eastern Llanos, tbey do
not excel in nnmber or qnality those in other
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parts of But were they, multiplied
tenfold, fhey could not txhsusl lheabnndabt
paBturage! In ihe more arid districts goats
abound, and in the forest swine thrive in great
numbers 'Sheep are now very lew, Pwdir'y
js oleptif ul. Flocks of wild guinea fowls may
oe wen in many pans 01 me 'ano.

Fur travelfng ai dlransporlation, horses are
generally upL They are raised in great nnrn-liei- s.

'I bey are smaller than those common in
nr own country, but are strong and docile, of

irreat endurance, nnd ibnve uporrn scanty e.

Thifgieul drawback to stock-raisin-

has arsenTrom marauding exptditions dnrinc
various insurrecuons aim revolutions, vmj
he frequency of these bas prevented an

develupement of Ibis branch of national
wealth.

One of Ibe most remarkable agricultural
features of Santo Domingo is the diversity of
natural growths in different localities. This
arisis from differences of soil, humidity and
temperature. The landscapes of Maine and"

Louisiana scarcely differ more widely to tbe
i ye than do Ihe lower portions of the adjacent
valleys ir the Yuma and Yaqni, flowing

into the bays of Samana and Man
between ihe tame ranges cf mountains.

'I he palms and plantains of the one bear little
n semblance to the cactus and acacias of the
oilier. The high mountain slopes and plateaus
of I lie interior differ equally from both of these,
and have a flora of their own. It is safe Io
prtdict that when culture and civilization have
developed the various capabilities of eich, these
cntruU orclimnlc and productions willbe still
more pronoenced. This diversity will give rise
io an active internal commerce, and will prove

Io the healih of Ihe inhabitants.
The commissioners expected Io find abundance
of those inject and reptile pests which constitute
such a serums drawback Io comlort in most
irnpical countries: but thev were acreeably
disappointed. Snakes seemed to be about as
common as in the interior ol our old Slates,
hut no venomous ones were heard of. Scor-
pions and tarantn'as are found, but llify are
not lommon, and Ine elfecls of their bite are
seldom serious. The lesiimnny of Ihe heads of
h Ihrifly New England family, who had resided
in the neighborhood of Simana hy nearly two
years, was to the efTrct that there was as lit lie
iblTiCiiliy in keeping n house clear from trouble-
some insects as in our Northern Stuks.

Products or tub Forests.
The most striking characteristics of Sanlo

Domingo, at Grst sight, is the wonderful lux
uriance of Us forests. In .many parts, and
cprcially in the neighborhood of Samana bay,
ubhongll there are abrupt ridges, perpendicular
ctiTfs and bold headlands, no hare rocks can be
seen. All are hidden by a mass or srong veg-- i

talion. But on dose observation another and
not less striking characteristic is revealed an
astonishing variety in fonst products. The
can't of this variety is to be found, doubtless,
in the great difference in elevation of Ihe

character nf soil. Near the
const various species of palm are abundant
and very valuable in constructing such houses
as have been generally found best suited to the
climate.

On the mountain slopes, at different heights,
grow in abundance both tbe choice cabinet
woods, as mahogany, satin-woo- 4c, and a
ereat variety of timber especially valuable in
home baildmg and ship building. The roble
or Dominican oak and a hard pilch-pin- e were
found in abundance in various parts nf the
country. In Ihe more dry districts flourish
several valuable woods, the best known of
which, perhaps, is the legumvita;. of which tlie
quantity is very great. There is also an
apparently inexhaustible supply of the most
valuable woods which enter manufactures, or
which have medical value, as lngwrod, fostie,
aloes. 4c. Great as are the quantities of the
woods ih it have been alrrady cut, there re-

mains an abundance. The mahogany trees
have been cut off tosomeexlentalong the coast
and the neighboring streams where they were
accessioie ; out in the interior, where the simple
methods of transportation in cse were insufi- -

cient, forests still nntourbed await ibe
construction or roads to render them available.
In various places the commissioners saw houses
constructed chiefly of mahogany. The want of
roads has prevented any approach 'to an ex-
haustion of the products of the forest. A
striking proof of ibis was noted by those who
crossed the island. Wilhin thirty miles of tbe
principal northern seaport were frequently seen
largt logs of mahogany of the best qualities.
eviaenuy ieii to aecay oy tne roadside for lack
of means of transportation. The main trans.
portal ion of these woods noted in these expedi-
tions was by means of panniers slnng npon the
oacu oi norses ana males. Hence only small
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pieces'contd bfr'brooght'out. Notwithstanding
T. t ', r m li. .'i :nme aounaance oi vaiuauie umocr, uu cun-uji-

was found in (ue'co"'r?--T ,ri,e deta"'k of forest ,

products, and. botanical distribution will be
found in the special accompanying reports.

FfSHKEILS.
ThtfitherieSrOnce flourishing, have, during

these ltter je.rSi fallen into 'neglect. At aa
earlier period In i. hi.torj of the isTand more
attention u paid. to ihs marine sources, and
tbe tunny fishery was carr on around all tbe
shores of tbe island, supplying the home want
for salt fish and allowing an export to tbe other
colonies. This is now discontinued, al
though great schools of fifli are still abundant
un tbe Southern shore-- . The efforts of fisher-
men are confined to meagerly supplying the
markets or the teaports. and .their produce is
brought in on two days in the week, although
both the surrounding seas and the rivers of tbe
Hand are well stocked wilh ot many
Uiuls. The Uack-rt- h or grampus a small
member of tie whale 'family Is somewhat,
abundant on tie northern shore, where several
score are catfslt every year and their blubber
fried down fur oil. Tbe, turtle, both the green
edible species aad tbe hawk's bill, whose chief
commercial value is in its shell, are abundant
in the deep sea a few miles from the laud, qnito
around the ialanl. Both are caught In moder-
ate quantities, tstveral varieties of shell tt--h are
brought Intomarket in limited amount. A small
oyster is very abundaut In certain localities,
growing attached to tbe mangrove trashes. They
are eaten by the natives but are nut so palat-
able as tbe oyster of more northern latitudes.
While an enumeration of tbe sea and river ani-
mals of the Island, known to naturalis ts,'-o- uld

show a large numbt-- r of kinds of e

for food, little can be told or their distri-
bution or abundance. Tbe prostrate condition
of industry is as marked in the neglect of the
lUherics as In the d'cay of agriculture.

Cl.IM.lTK AND HEALTH.
The testimony of witnesses, ihe observation

of the commissioners, Mid tbe report of special
investigations show thai itis generally a healthy
country. Immigrants easily become accustomed
to tbe climate. Un the coasi, wnere toe hot
weather prevails, care must ba taken. Individu-
als from tbe Northern Miles 'now residing on
ibe coast, and engaged in cultivating planta-
tions there j ibey can labor with tbeir own
baud-- and that white men may work there un-
der certain regulations as safely as in Ibe Unit-
ed States. Tne interior or tbe island consists
chiefly of elevated lands. The mountain slopes
and valleys overlooked or surrounded by lofty
ridges, are comparatively cool and are favor-
able to northern constitutions. Within a few
hours ride inland farms were visited where tbe
temperature, cooled by the neighboring peaks,
was bracing, and in tne llelds, could be seen
growing cabbages and bauauas, potatoes and
plantain", Indian corn( and sugar cane. 4c. Ef-
fective labor can be prosecuted by white men In
such regions and geueral guod health main-
tained. Tbe process of acclimation to strangers
coming In was so blight as to be scarcely an In-
convenience. It may be said, generally, that
this process presents no greater obstacle to

than does the similar process In sev-
eral of our new States.

Tbe physical configuration of the Island is
such that a decided difference exists between
Its eastern and western ends In regard to health .
In the eastern or wiudsrard portion of the
Island, ocenppied by the Dominican Republic,
the principal mountain chains ran in lines ap-

proaching an east and west direction. The val-
leys of them are therefore swept, during the
greater portion of the year, by the trade winds,
which in thai latitude come from directions
east and northeast. These valleys are thus con-

stantly cupplled with pare air from the sea,
and malarious Influences are rapidly dissipated.
On tbe other hand, the west end of the island,
occupied by Uajti, is walled in on ifs eastern
or leeward side by chains of high mounta'ns
running- - in Irregular curves from1 north to
south. It wonld appear that these act to some
extent, as barriers' to tbe trade winds, and to
this fact coupled with the Influence of neighbor-
ing marshes and mangrove swamps, it is due in
gnat measure, that and the
country around it have so bad a. repatalion in
regard to health.

As to the large towds here can be no doubt
that the want at present of any practical appli-
cation of sanity knowledge causes them to
rank far lower In regard to health than they
otherwise would. Among tbe'Ieading historical
events connected with tbe islands or Hayti and
San Domingo, which have atamped themselves
upon the public mind, are the dreadful epidem-
ics, principally yellow fever, which ravished the
Euglisb, the French, and the Spanish armies
successively landed opon the coast. The vic-
tims were Europeans, and their sad fate inter-
ested millions, so that .in the public mind Santa,
Domingo and yellow fever became almost syn-
onymous. It Isf a matter of history that the
most fatal of these, thatpf the French, at the
beginning of the century, conducted its opera-
tions mainly in tbe Baytiaa part'of the Island.
The Englisa expedition to Santa Domingo,
which is sometimes referred to, so far as can be
ascertained was not attended by any greater
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