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Repart of San Domisgo Commission.
[(Continued from inside of vo-day's paper.]

een, and charseter of soil prerent & variation of
gircumsiance, purticalar districts to
:ln, difirent clasees of growihs and branches

On il rich lowlsds and nllépﬁlr-nm
yields 1lf most proBisbile returns. extent
and aveige richiness of the tracts suited 1o this
ﬁ: mre onsurpaseed in the . West Jodws.

mﬂuuu that the average quality
of lﬂr Santo Domingo, especially the plaim
of the [egn and portions of the couniry oo the
north sore, are better ldnpl«!i 1o r:lwrng sugar
cane thyy wre \be sugargrowing dwmiricts ol
thdjmhp \ islands. ‘1"‘1;‘& corroborated by
the obsivation of the commissioners.

They nd ‘heir agenis inspected several of
the pringpal sogar plentations in Jumsica.
The betbn of these is very great where
irrigutior is practiced. In some cases it i
said Lo «:mr' iwo tovs per scre. Bat in

many of the ciroumstances conducive 1o th

must, praitasie manufacture, Jamaica is les
favored tianSanto Domingo. A much larger

ion ol the latter ie psiurally watered 1o w

ree sutatie for this and other ugricoltars!

purposes.] Iy muny poris of Sanlo Dumingo
the canes d¢ not peed replanting for mary
years. _ JSfien soccessive annual cottings from
the origiml ‘oot are common, and spon the
richest lasdsexcellent cane is found &f much
greater age. This is doe parily to the greater
frequency uni abondance of rain resalting from
the ezsterly or windward position of Banto
Domingo, wlich gives it freer accesa to the
trade witds tian the islands farther within the
Galf, snd panly, also, 10 ithe rich vegctable
moid which cuvers the surfluce of extengive
plains gnd valleys—the result of centories of
forest growlh and decay. ‘The greater sbuo-
danee of {ael vould wppear to give Sunto Do
mingo an addtional sdvantage over sdjoiniog
islands in this branch of indestry.

The mountsin regivns nre eepreially swited
fothe cu ture of colfee and eacao. Thesil of the
bills is oeuslly rich ; even where 100 steep and
sirong 1o be piowed. they can be cultivated with
the boe. Thesalubrity of the climate and the
beanly of the seenery make them exceedingly
stiractive. To persors unacclimmted and we
customed (0 the nortbern temperntore s
mountoin regions offer peculinr indocemnie.
At present these high lands, which form moie
than one half the aren of 1he island, are general
Iy unishabited, and almost oovisited by man.
In Jumaica are mai y [o- plantstions of colle
in similar situations, al an altitade of 3,500 1o
10 4,000 feet ubove 1he lewil of the e, The
culiure of eoffee ard cacuo requires much les
labor end capital then that of sugar, and is
peca'iarly sdapted 19 [nmilies of modernir
means. The colfie tree begins to bear ul tle
age of lour yéars, and continpes 10 ywld on

- annual for more then fity The
eacad is gdually productive and easy of coltore.

Native chocolnte prepared from the cacao beun

is of excellent quality and in genersl nse,  Both

there trees have become thoroughly ontarslisd,
and are foand growing wild in the woude, and
seem free from diveases snd enemies.

There smanll;lber of pllnt!.':l:iﬁ‘iuﬁoflbu
genus agave, which produce bres,
already employed 10 some extent in Santo
Domingo for domestic purposes. The“oabaya”
is the mret common; it grows wild in tlhe
driest and mest urid distriete. It is suseeptible
of eany coltivation. The Dominieans muke it
into. ropes, hulters, hammock fastenings, &e.
By the roagh process of extracting the fibre
by hand, now it conld pot be profitably
mannfactored ; bt with suitkble machinery it
wonld form an important article of export.

The produet of wax and honey issurprisingly
large; In many places the rocks sod bollow
trees abound in bees.  The hooey is so chear
nd‘_'slniiful that comparatively littie of it is
saverd.  Thounsands of hives are desproyed for

"'l*:nnku]:l the wax alope. Wax are
general nse among the poorest classes.

Wild ginger snd indigo grow everywhere in

usion. The tree cotten even on the

'y lands, and brars abundantly. The Ameri-
c4g cotton shrab is also raised sucoessfally near
Azua. Almost every tropical production would

-l?rﬁbhhunil_n rich and climate so

" A  wtill hightr poiot upon these mountains,
the cultare o. cinchons, or Peravian bark, can
bel?dab;pulhbhb;:ddm ;
invaloable plant requires an equable climate,
free from exeessive heat und frest. It hes re-

of from foor
siema of the

i

tion
The

This |

alreidy six inches in.
mlhnldnublhkm
tlen years they will have atisin

t0 be cut down, ﬂ'ﬂﬂ- min from
the roots withont replanting. ﬁ“"‘
etniment seem 10 have comidered 1bis prodoetion
w matter of natiopal ipporance, snd bave care-
fally fostered it.  Upon these mommtsins many
of the vezrtables snd fioi's of thelemperaus
zone can be sucorssfully cultivated. Potatoes,
cabbages, canliflowers, crlery, lendes and d
g were ween o peefection.  In Part so-
Prince praches were found, reied oo the
veighbormg mountaings  Pincapples grow
Inxuriantly in many parts of the i-land. In
the valley of Cotsrma, southwest of Sanilsgo,
at an elevation of 4000 feet, whesl has been
raisedl,

As an evidence of the present undrveloped
eomdition of Dominican sgricaliure, may be
cited the faet that the commirgion. during 1 heir
vxpeditions threagh' the interior of the island,
ofien met with beet engar raised and refined in
Franee, butter and chewre impartid frum Den
mark, and mi'k conderad in the United Stutes,
bat seldom with wimilar article munafec urved
on the inland. Eren native indigo—a common
wind by the roud-ide—is supplanted by un
udulierated foreign article, So far es known,
no sgrienltoral implements of any value are
uwred.  Not even a plow was suywlore 10 be
seen.  The country is everywhere ndapted 10
the coltare of tobacen,  Almost evers gurden
containe eoough fur the wse. of the family, and
it farnishes the principsl article of export.
There serma oo ressop why it shonld pot rgpmt
the quality raised in Caba, il equal skill pnd
industry were spplisd. At presnt both are
wanting. It in raimd carclessly, eand imper
feetly, packed roughly in ceroans of palm lenf
and transported over moantaing apon thebacks
of donk:ys 10 the pea-board, where it igsold a1
about 5ix crnts per pound 1o foreign meichanis.
und exported prineipally 1o Grrmany,

Ma 2 or Iwdwn corn is raised easiiy. bat is
of inferior quality, and does not fl mrish as in
the United Stares.  Theee crops o year can be
raiged.  The sammer erop i said 1o be the
best in guality.. Ouly the winter crop was seer.
The m#t valuable nutive grain is a species ot
riee, which grows npon the uplands. Tt i«
larks r ard emaller than the rice of commerer,
bat of exeellent quality. and it enters largels
lro vhe food of the inhubitants,

Tropical froitg are namerons and excellent,
Mare than forty distinet sprcies have been
linnd growing wild  Oranges, Sanonas, limes,
citrons, pincanples mangoes. tamarinds, gauves,
melons, hread-frait, &e., aboond, With cheap
and rapid communication, the marketa of 1he
United States coaid be sopplied with these
more perishable froits in great quantities and
at very low prices. AL present tbey wre un-
salrahle,

Vegetaliles of many variclies are found at st
seagous in the marke's of the principal cities of
danto Domingn, They are iomatoes, sweel
pitatoes, corn, pran, beans, squeshee, epz-plants,
peppers, & ; wlso, yoms. cassava, plentgins,
and many other prodects anknown in the north

Saute Domingo has always been noted for
the comparative variety and abundance ol ii=
grasses, whieh ndds greatly to its agricultaral
curnl:iliiiea. The “grama,” a8 it is commonly
calied, o broad leafed gruss which takes root at
every joint, grows abondantly and becomes
thicker in proportion s it is cropped. A wtill
more valoable gross, called “grama del pain,”
or grass of the eountrv, fornishvs forage, The
voines gress, whicl hes proved so precions in
Jamaica, does well. The prairie grass of the
savannss is said not 1o bear close cropping, bat
gives place 1o others. To the sbandence of
three grasses is owing the i of
Santo Domingo over the adjacent islands in the
raising ‘:L uir:e'.ﬂlfw centuries the neighbor-
ingagrical u nies bate deperd. d spon the
Spanish portion of 1his island for their s':;ih
of horses, cattle and hoga

The vast savannas ealled Lisoos on the enat-
ern end of the island are intersected in all di
rections by belta of timber with o 1
undergrowih. ‘Traveling over these smvannas
al mid-dsy. the commission found
to ba a sciitary prairie, with nowigns |
habitation or animal life ; bat as 1
clined, there came out from tbe

i

Supplement to_the OREGON SENTINEL, Jacksonville, Orsgon; April 22,1871

La

| .#
of the islgnd.  Bat were they multiplied
pestursge. 1o the more arid disiricls goals
[ aboand, and in the foresis swine thrive io great
nnmbers  Sheep are naw very lew, Poallry
e plentidul.  Flocks of wild guinea fowls may
be stn in many parts of the istand.

Por \raveling scd {ransporiation, horees are
wenerally wsed.  They sre raised in greal nont
bera.  They are smaller than those common o
wor own couniry, bul are strong uod dotile, of
great endurance, nnd 1hrive upon a seanty sube
swience, "he grent drawbuck to stock-raising
hgs arsen from marweding expeditions daring
tarious insurtections and revolotions, Only
ihe frequency of these bas prevested an im-
mense developement of this branch of oational
wealth,

Out_of the mnst remarkuble agriculiural
fearures of Santo Domingo is the diversity of
uwatorul growths in different localivies. is
arims [rom differences of soll, humidity and
\empersture. The landscapes of Maine ‘and
Lamisiany searcely differ more widely 10 the
rye than do the lower portions of 1he_sdjacent
vulleys of the Yoms and Yaqoi, Suwing re
spretively into the bays of Samana and Man
sanillo between the semwe ranges ol mountams.
The pulma and plantaing of the one bear linje
nweemblonee 10 The cactos and seacios of the
other.  The high mouniain elopes and plateans
ol the interior d.ffer equally from both of these,
and have o flora of theic own. It is safe 1o
prediet that wheo cnltare and eivilization have
developed the varions eapabilities of pach, these
contrusts of climate and productions willbe still
mare pronoenced.  This diversity will give rise
10 2n active intcrnal commesce, nnd will prove
tenficial to the bealth of the mbabiranis.
The enmmussioners expeeted to find sbondanoe
ul those insect and reptile pests which constitate
such a serivns drawback to comfurt in most
tropical eonntrics; but they were agrecably
disuppeinted.  Suakes seemed 10 be aboat us
commyn as in the interior of owr old Siates,
hat »o vennmous ones wern heard of. Seor
pinns and tarantalas are found, but tley are
nol common, and tne «lfects of their bite are
weldom serions.  The tesimony of the heads of
 thrifty New England family, who had resided
in the ueighborbood of Samana bay vearly two
vinrs, was 1o the effret that there was ax Jittle
dificulty in kevping o honse clear irom trouble
suine insvols a8 in our Northero Stalis.

Paonrers or vk Forrsra

The most siriking churacieristics of Saato
Dvamingo. ot first gight, is the wonderful Jus-
uriance of its foresis. 1o meny parts, and
especinlly in the neighborhood of Samana bay,
alihough there are abrapt ridges, perpradicater
chiffs and bold bendiunds, no bare rocks can be
sevn. Al wre hidden by & mass of srong veg-
vtation.  Bat on viose observation another und
nol less striking characterietic is revealed —an
sFtonighing varety in forst products, The
cause of 1his variety is to be found, doubtlers,
in the grest difference in elevation-of the sor-
fage, exposnre, and character of soil, Kear the
eousl curious species of palm are abundunt
and very valoable in constructing ruch houses
s have been geverally lound best suited to the
climate.

On the mountain slopes, at different heights,
grow in abundunce both the choice ecsbinet
woods, as msheguny, satip-wood, &c., and o
great variety of timber especially valuable in
house Lailding and -ship boilding. The roble
or Dominican vak and 0 hard pitch-pine were
found in abundence in variows parts of the
coantry. Inthe more dry districts flonrieh
several valusble woods, the best known of
which, perhaps. is the legumvite, of which the
gquantity is very greal, There is also an
apparently inexhwustible supply of the moat
valauble woods which enter manufactores, or
which have medical value, a8 Ingweod, fastie,
sloes, &e. Great as are the quantities of the
woods th i1 have bern cul, there re-
maing an sbundance. The mahogany trees
bave been cot off 1o some extent along l&ml.
and the neighboring streams where they were
acersmible ; but in the interior, where the simple
methods of transportstion in use were insufi.
cient, wide foress still untouched awsit 1he

) o sbe b o B
of means of transportation.
tions was by means of panniers
backs of borses and mules. Hence only small
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figherien, pace fourizhing, have, doring
these latier yoqrs, fallen into neglect At an
earlier period in vun bistary of (he isfand more
attention was paid-to the marine sourees, and
Abe tunny fishery was carried gn aronsd all the
shores of the island, supplying tbe boms want
for salt fish and allowing an export (o the other
eolonies. This fishing is now discontinued, sl-
though great schools of &b are still sbondant
vn the Sonthern shore. The tﬁlr;n"o[ l-hu:
men are confined Lo meagerly su ing
markets of the seaporta. and {hfir pr{uhel in
bronght in on twe days i the week, although
both the . sean and the rivers of the
island are well stoghed with O:hes of mas:
kinds., The blagk-foh or grampts—a small
wember of the whale - family—is somewhus
abandunt oo the northern shore, where reveral
séore nre caught every year, and their blubber
fried down fur eil. % tortle, both the grees
edible species nnd the bawk’s bill, whose chief
commercial valu is in ita shell, are sbandant
in the deep sen a few miles from the laud. quite
around the island. DBoth are caught in moder-
ale quantitien, Several varicties of shell fish are
brvught intomarket in limited amount. A small
oyster ls very abundaub In ceriail Yoealities,
growing attaghed 10 the mangrove bushes. They
are enten by Lhe natives, but are not »o' palat-
able as the oysier of more oorthern hatituden
While an enumeration of the seaand river ani-
mals of the island, known to naturalists, =ould
show a large number of kinds of great-import-
ance for food, litile can be told of their distri-
bution or sbundanee. The prostrate condition
uf industry is as marked in the neglect of the
fisheries as in Wue d-cay of agricolture.

Crare anp Heavwin

The testimony of witwesses, the observation
of the commisloners, aud the ropoct of special
fnvestigations show thal itis generally a healihy
counlry. lmmigrants easily become aceuslomed
10 the climute. On the coast, ‘where bz bot
wenther prevails, care must be taken. Individa-
als lrom the Northeru States fow residing on
the const, and engaged v caltivating plauta-
lions thern may Ihr’ can labor with their own
hands, and that white men may work there un-
der eertain regulationn as safely as in the Unit-
ed States  Toe interior of the idlasd cousists
chivly of elevaled lands. The mountain slopea
and valleys overlooked or surrounded Ly lofty
ridges, are comparntively cool sud wre fnvor-
able 1o northern constitutives, Within a few
bours ride inland farms were visited where the
temperature, cooled by the neighboring peaks,
was brating, and in Wne Belds could be seen
growing eabbages aod Iy y potatoes and
plantaine, Indiaa corn, and sugur cave, &e. Ef-
fective labor cun be proseculed by white men in
such regions and gevernl guod health mmin-
tained. The process of ngelimation to sirangers
coming it was so slight as to be searcely un in-
convenience. 1t may be maid, generally, that
this process presenis no greater obatacle to im-
wigralios than does the similar process in sev-
eral of sur new Siates.

Tbe physical configurstion of the island ia
such that & dec difference existy between
its eastern and western ends in regard to health ,
In the eastern or windward portion of the
island, occuppied by the Dominiean Repablic,
sbe principal mountsin chaine run in lines ap-
EMI.:I:: enst and west direction. The val-

ys of morm'::v!m ewept, during the
greater portion » by the trade winds
e g hgtargefee 2w bbb e

wupplied with pure air from the sea,
and aulu-m- inflaences are rapidly dissipated.
On the other haud, the west end of the island,
ocoapied by Hayti, is walled in on its eastern
or leeward side i

extent, as bartiers to the trade winds, and to
this fact eoupled with the influence of neighbor-
ing marehes sod mangrove it is dae in
gnat that Port-ag-Prince and the

it have 80 bad » reputation in
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